
Remote learning Curriculum Map: Half term 2 Nov-Dec 

Year group 9 Subject 
Rhetoric 

Topic Overview 

This term we have been reading George Orwell’s novel Animal Farm, alongside a series of persuasive 
speeches in order to explore the power of rhetoric and how rhetorical devices can be manipulated to 
influence our opinions and actions.  The sequence of lessons below introduces rhetoric and the Aristotelian 
triad. If you have already completed this sequence of lessons, then please go on to the writing rhetoric 
sequence of lessons. In order to develop your understanding of non-fiction writing, these lessons are followed 
by a sequence of lessons exploring methods used to express your point of view.  

Title Link/Instruction 
An introduction to 
rhetoric: ethos 

Get ready to master the secret weapon of English! In this lesson, we will explore 
rhetoric, which is a literary tool used to persuade others of your ideas or opinions. We 
will examine the origins of rhetoric and study ethos, a key component of rhetorical 
writing and speaking. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/an-introduction-to-rhetoric-ethos-
6mr3er 

An introduction to 
rhetoric: logos 

In this lesson, we will continue to study the Aristotelian triad, focussing upon logos: the 
act of including evidence to back up your argument with proof. We will consider how 
logos can be used to build a convincing argument and why it is essential to developing 
effective rhetoric. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/an-introduction-to-rhetoric-logos-
6wwkec 

An introduction to 
rhetoric: pathos 

In the final lesson of the unit, we will explore the use of pathos within the art of 
rhetorical speaking and writing. We will secure our understanding, how to create a 
sense of pathos so that your audience feel an emotional reaction to what you say and 
how pathos is a key way to strengthen your argument when speaking or writing. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/an-introduction-to-rhetoric-pathos-
ccwkje 

Use a rhetoric 
framework for 
writing 

Prepare to develop the writing expertise of a rhetoric master. In this lesson, we are 
going to secure our understanding of what it means to use effective rhetoric, and 
create a winning template that ensures all of our arguments are water-tight. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/use-a-rhetoric-framework-for-writing-
6tjpad 

Opinion articles 
and rhetoric 

In this lesson, we are going to consider the key features of writing rhetorically for an 
opinion article. We will draw upon our knowledge of rhetoric to explore how this might 
help us to persuade others of our opinion around important topics. We will consider 
the key features of opinion articles, study an example article and think about our own 
opinion on the topic of 'too much tech.' 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/opinion-articles-and-rhetoric-70rp4d 

Writing an effective 
speech using 
rhetoric 

Master your talents as an orator of rhetoric- in this lesson, our focus will be speeches. 
Drawing upon spectacular speakers of the past, we will explore how rhetoric is used to 
build instant trust with a crowd. We will use this inspiration to create our own 
professional speeches, to secure our powers of persuasion for any scenario. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/writing-an-effective-speech-using-
rhetoric-6xj32r 

An exploration of 
rhetoric and 
advertisements 

Prepare to have your eyes opened to the world of influence as we delve into the study 
of rhetoric within advertisements. We will consider some of the key ways that 
companies use rhetorical language to meet a clear purpose, thinking of their target 
audience. We will look at a variety of ways in which advertisements manipulate our 
minds, before creating our own advertisements, making use of all of our knowledge of 
influence. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/an-exploration-of-rhetoric-and-
advertisements-6dj38d 



Viewpoint writing: 
What is it? 

In this lesson we will begin to look at the features of viewpoint or discursive writing. 
Today we will begin with a statement - “All sports should be fun, fair and open to 
everyone. It is the taking part not the winning that matters.” Then, we will have a look 
at a student response to see how someone else has tackled this statement and begin to 
understand the features of viewpoint writing. At the end of the lesson, there will be a 
quiz to recap on our learning. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/viewpoint-writing-what-is-it-c9jk4d 

Planning 
techniques: Logos, 
pathos and ethos 

In this lesson, we will be looking at planning techniques that will help us generate ideas 
as well as produce a balanced and thoughtful viewpoint essay plan. We will do this by 
looking to the Greeks and learning about ‘logos’, ‘ethos,’ ‘pathos’ and ‘kairos’. You will 
then have an opportunity to start creating a plan, using a framework to help sequence 
your ideas. At the end of the lesson, there will be a quiz to recap on our learning. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/planning-techniques-logos-pathos-
and-ethos-6mwk0c 

What makes an 
effective 
introduction and 
conclusion? 

In this lesson, we will be working with our plans and looking at the relationship 
between the introduction and the conclusion. We will start by reviewing the model 
answer and considering how the introduction works. We’ll then look at how sentence 
level choices have been used to add meaning with a skills review. Then, we will look at 
the model response again to consider how ‘Ethos’ is used in the conclusion. By the end 
of the lesson, you will have drafted out your introduction and conclusion. Finally, there 
will be a quiz to recap on our learning. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/what-makes-an-effective-introduction-
and-conclusion-6cr38d 

Rhetorical devices: 
Designing the main 
body of your essay 

In this lesson, we will be looking at the main body of our essay, before piecing 
everything together. Firstly, we will return to our essay plan and look at how to build 
the main body of our response, thinking about the function of the paragraph, the 
desired effect on the reader and the types of rhetorical devices that might be best to 
choose. We'll do this as a slow write to give you time to think about your options. At 
the end of the lesson, we’ll critique our writing and compare to the model answer for 
fluency and control. Finally, there will be a quiz to recap on our learning. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/rhetorical-devices-designing-the-main-
body-of-your-essay-68v66t 
 

 


