
Remote learning Curriculum Map 

Year group 8 Subject 
English- No Man is An Island 

Topic Overview 

As part of your study of Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men you have focused on developing your understanding of 
how literary texts are constructed. You have also explored how Steinbeck presents the sensitive issues of 
racism and discrimination in the novella. The first sequence of lessons below explores the themes of 
segregation and discrimination in Toni Morrison's short story, 'Sweetness' and is designed to develop your 
understanding of how writers use language and structure to convey ideas within a text. After reading Of Mice 
and Men, we will continue to develop our understanding of writer’s methods as we read and respond to a 
range of poems from other cultures. The poetry lessons below have been selected to complement your study 
of poetry and develop your understanding of poetic techniques and how poetry can be used to evoke a sense 
of place. Select your starting point based on the lessons that you have already completed remotely. 
Title Link/Instruction 
Segregation and 
Discrimination: 
Examining 
perspective in 
‘Sweetness’ 

In this lesson, we will be exploring the themes of segregation and discrimination in Toni 
Morrison's short story, 'Sweetness'. We'll also be thinking about Morrison's use of 
perspective - especially how and why it is used. This lesson covers race and 
discrimination. If this is a sensitive topic to you, we recommend checking with a trusted 
adult before starting or doing the lesson with a trusted adult nearby. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/segregation-and-discrimination-
examining-perspective-in-sweetness-74uk4t 

Language in 
'Sweetness' 

In this lesson, we will be looking at Toni Morrison's use of language in 'Sweetness'. We 
will be thinking about how Morrison presents feelings towards Lula Ann, Sweetness' 
child, as well as practising how to write a piece of analysis on a small extract from the 
text. This lesson covers race and discrimination. If this is a sensitive topic to you, we 
recommend checking with a trusted adult before starting or doing the lesson with a 
trusted adult nearby. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/language-in-sweetness-ctjpcd 

A reflection on love 
and guilt in 
'Sweetness' 

In this lesson, we will be continuing to read Toni Morrison's 'Sweetness' whilst taking 
time to think about how the themes of love and guilt are presented to a reader through 
the writer's choice of structure. This lesson covers race and discrimination. If this is a 
sensitive topic to you, we recommend checking with a trusted adult before starting or 
doing the lesson with a trusted adult nearby. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/a-reflection-on-love-and-guilt-in-
sweetness-6mt6ce 

Motherhood in 
'Sweetness' 

In this lesson, we will be analysing what Sweetness is like as a mother figure for Lula 
Ann as well as revising some of the key terms we have been learning throughout the 
unit so far. This lesson covers race and discrimination. If this is a sensitive topic to you, 
we recommend checking with a trusted adult before starting or doing the lesson with a 
trusted adult nearby. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/motherhood-in-sweetness-64r3ct 

Mother and 
daughter 
relationships in 
'Sweetness' 

In this lesson, we're going to examine the mother/daughter relationship between 
Sweetness and Lula Ann and think about what has happened to it now Lula Ann has 
grown up. We'll also be thinking about the sense of duty both characters feel towards 
one another. This lesson covers race and discrimination. If this is a sensitive topic to 
you, we recommend checking with a trusted adult before starting or doing the lesson 
with a trusted adult nearby. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/mother-and-daughter-relationships-in-
sweetness-6dgk6d 

Evaluation and 
Personal Response: 
'Sweetness' 

In this lesson, we're going to read the final part of the story, thinking about what could 
happen next to these characters. We're going to consider why Toni Morrison may have 
written the story before sharing our opinions on whether we liked or disliked what 
happened. This lesson covers race and discrimination. If this is a sensitive topic to you, 



we recommend checking with a trusted adult before starting or doing the lesson with a 
trusted adult nearby. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/evaluation-and-personal-response-
sweetness-cmvk8d 

Introduction to 
Poetry 

This lesson aims to help students understand the key components of poetry. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/introduction-to-poetry-c9jkjd 
 

Introduction to 
Poetry: What 
makes a poem, a 
poem? 

This lesson aims to develop students' understanding of poetic conventions. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/introduction-to-poetry-what-makes-a-
poem-a-poem-6dk3jd 
 

Introduction to 
Poetry: Big Ideas 
and Emotions in 
Poetry 

This lesson introduces students to stanzas and explores how they are used to create 
meaning in poetry. ‘Train’ by Helen Mackay, from ‘London, One November’. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/introduction-to-poetry-big-ideas-and-
emotions-in-poetry-6dj38c 
 

Introduction to 
Poetry: Imagery 

This lesson introduces students to imagery and explores how imagery is used to create 
meaning in poetry. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/introduction-to-poetry-imagery-cgt68r 
 

Introduction to 
Poetry: Structure 

This lesson introduces students to structure and explores how structure is used to 
create meaning in poetry. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/introduction-to-poetry-structure-
6th6cr 
 

Introduction to 
Poetry: Rhyme 
Scheme 

This lesson introduces students to rhyme scheme and helps them to identify patterns of 
rhyme in poetry. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/introduction-to-poetry-rhyme-scheme-
65k3gd 
 

Introduction to 
Poetry: Rhythm 

This lesson introduces students to the key components of rhythm in poetry and 
explores how and why poets use rhythm. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/introduction-to-poetry-rhythm-6nhkjc 
 

Introduction to 
Poetry: Metre 

This lesson introduces students to the basics of poetic metre and helps them to identify 
poetic metre and its effect. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/introduction-to-poetry-metre-6gukjd 
 

Nature Poetry: 
'Causeway' by 
Matthew Hollis 

This lesson will examine the imagery and symbolism of Matthew Hollis' poem 
'Causeway'. We will consider how imagery can make us imagine a location and the way 
that symbolism can convey a powerful message - in this case, a message about our 
choices around climate change. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/nature-poetry-causeway-by-matthew-
hollis-6njp8c 
 

Nature Poetry: 
'California 
Dreaming' by 
Lachlan Mackinnon 

In this lesson, we will analyse the imagery and structural features of Mackinnon's 
poem. We will consider what the message of the poem is and how this is conveyed 
through the way the poem has been structured. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/nature-poetry-california-dreaming-by-
lachlan-mackinnon-cmv36d 
 



Nature Poetry: 
'Sycamore Gap' by 
Zoe Mitchell 

This lesson will explore Zoe Mitchell's 'Sycamore Gap'. We will begin by looking at the 
real life Sycamore Gap, before considering the way that the poem is structured. Finally, 
we will consider the literal and metaphorical meaning of the poem. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/nature-poetry-sycamore-gap-by-zoe-
mitchell-68vkee 
 

Nature Poetry: 'A 
Sunset' by Ari 
Banias 

In this poem, we will see how a poet criticises modern society's relationship with the 
natural world. We will explore how the poet uses irony to convey his ideas around our 
obsession with capturing an image of nature, rather than actually appreciating its 
beauty. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/nature-poetry-a-sunset-by-ari-banias-
ccrk2d 
 

 


