
Remote learning Curriculum Map: Half term 1 Apr - May 

Year group 8 Subject 
Gods and Mortals 

Topic Overview 

Greek myths are captivating stories, replete with noble heroes, grotesque monsters and capricious gods. Classical 
mythology is not only interesting, but it is also the foundation of allusion and character genesis in literature. They 
often use clichés and stereotypes and there are typical sets of characters that appear in many tales: a brave knight, 
a king, a witch, a chief or prince. These character archetypes often embody the virtues and inverse of those virtues, 
with the story of Midas containing a lesson about greed, and Pandora about curiosity. Through the study and 
independent research of classical mythology, we aim to spark your curiosity about language since many English 
words are derived from characters and events found within and these everyday idioms take on new depth when 
you discover the story behind them.  The influence doesn’t stop at language, either- the themes present in the 
original tales are timeless. Family disputes, destiny, pride and betrayal are still relevant to modern audiences. 
Writers and creatives often look to ancient Greece for inspiration, before offering a new take on millenia-old 
narratives. By studying ancient mythologies alongside both literary fiction and non-fiction texts that allude to these 
mythologies, we aim to equip students the tools they need fully to engage with the culture they consume. 
Throughout the unit, you will be given opportunities to use these myths as a source of inspiration for your own 
writing, adding another layer of story for their readers to engage with. 
 
Towards the end of the summer term, classes will be exploring creative fiction writing.  This is reflected 
towards the end of this programme. 
 
You will need to use CHROME as your browser if using the links below. 
Watch the presentations and complete the topic tests as you go. 
Title Link/Instruction 
w/c 12th April 
Lesson 1 
 
Origins of 
Storytelling 
  

In this lesson, we will think about the reasons why we love to tell stories, and where 
stories come from. 
 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/the-origins-of-storytelling-cmrk0r 
 

Lesson 2 
 
Myths and 
Folktales 
 

In this lesson, we will learn about myths and folktales and look at examples from 
around the world. 
 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/myths-and-folktales-6cwk0c 
 

Lesson 3 
 
Introduction to 
Greek Mythology 

In this lesson, we will explore the religious beliefs of the Ancient Greeks. 
 
https://teachers.thenational.academy/lessons/what-did-the-greeks-believe-
6wwp6d?from_query=greek+myth  
 

Lesson 4 
 
Prometheus 
 

In this lesson, you will learn about Prometheus – a Greek Titan.  
 
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/the-myth-of-prometheus-iseult-gillespie 
 

w/c  19th April 
Lesson 1 
 
Hercules 
 

In this lesson, you will learn about Hercules - son of Zeus and champion of humankind.  
 
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/the-myth-of-hercules-12-labors-in-8-bits-alex-gendler 
 

Lesson 2 
 
Pandora 

In this lesson, you will learn about Pandora - the first mortal woman, breathed into 
being by Hephaestus, god of fire.  
 



 https://ed.ted.com/lessons/the-myth-of-pandora-s-box-iseult-gillespie 
 

Lesson 3 
 
King Midas  

In this lesson, you will learn about King Midas – a king known not only for his golden 
touch but also for his ears. 
 
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/the-myth-of-king-midas-and-his-golden-touch-iseult-
gillespie  
 

Lesson 4 
 
Perseus and 
Medusa 
 

In this lesson, you will learn about Perseus. He finds himself challenged to defeat the 
Gorgon - a monster called Medusa - a task deemed impossible. 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/ks2-primary-history-ancient-greece-
perseus-and-the-gorgon-medusa/zfr6qp3 
 

w/c 26th April 
Lesson 1  
 
Fall of Icarus 
 

In this lesson, you will learn about Icarus – he flew above Crete on wings made from 
wax and feathers, defying the laws of man and nature.  
 
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/the-myth-of-icarus-and-daedalus-amy-adkins 
 

Lesson 2 
 
Introduction to 
Norse mythology 
 

In this lesson, you will learn about Vikings - who they were, where they came from and 
what they believed in.  
 
https://teachers.thenational.academy/lessons/who-were-the-vikings-
61hp4d?from_query=norse  
 

Lesson 3 
 
Thor and the 
Creation of Thor’s 
Hammer 
 

In these lessons, you will learn about Thor - son of Odin, god of thunder, and protector 
of mankind. 
 
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/the-myth-of-thor-s-journey-to-the-land-of-giants-scott-a-
mellor  
 
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/how-thor-got-his-hammer-scott-a-mellor 
 

Lesson 4 
 
Loki 

In these lessons you will learn about Loki - the mischief-maker. 
 
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/the-myth-of-loki-and-the-master-builder-alex-gendler 
 
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/the-myth-of-loki-and-the-deadly-mistletoe-iseult-gillespie 
 

w/c 3rd May 
Lesson 1 
 
Introduction to 
Biblical stories  
Christian Creation 
of the Universe 
Story 

In this lesson we will be exploring Christian views on the origins of humanity and the 
theory of evolution. 
 
https://teachers.thenational.academy/lessons/origins-of-humanity-christianity-cngk8d  

Lesson 2 
 

In this lesson we will look at the Christian story of creation with Adam and Eve.   
 
https://teachers.thenational.academy/lessons/creation-68up6d  



Christian Creation 
of Adam and Eve 
(Garden of Eden) 
 
 
Lesson 3 
 
Christian Sin and 
Punishment Origin 
Story 

In this lesson, we'll be looking at Christian beliefs about sin and the 10 Commandments 
and virtues. 
 
https://teachers.thenational.academy/lessons/sin-and-salvation-c4w66c    
 

w/c 10th May  
Lesson 1 
 
To engage with a 
narrative 
 
To investigate 
homonyms 
 

In this lesson, we will read a narrative and think about the message it has to its readers. 
 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-engage-with-a-narrative-74vkae   
 
In this lesson, we will explore homonyms. We will learn what they are and look at some 
examples. 10 spelling words will be explained and set to learn. 
 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-investigate-homonyms-6gup4e 
 



Lesson 2 
 
To introduce 
apostrophes for 
singular possession 
 
To retell and 
analyse a narrative 
 

In this lesson, we will introduce apostrophes for singular possession. We will learn to 

spot them and practise using them. 

 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-introduce-apostrophes-for-singular-

possession-6wr66d 

 
In this lesson, we will recall and retell a section of the story of 'The Happy Prince'. We 
will structure the story and investigate how the author conveys his message in the 
story. 
 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-retell-and-analyse-a-narrative-
64rkjc 
 
 

Lesson 3  
 
To develop a rich 
understanding of 
words associated 
with cities 
 
To prepare to 
write an opening 
setting 
 
 

In this lesson, we will introduce new vocabulary, identify word pairs and synonyms and 
apply the vocabulary in sentences. 
 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-develop-a-rich-understanding-of-
words-associated-with-cities-cdgkct 
 
In this lesson, we will learn how writing can be like camera shots in a film. We will 
practise 'being the director' with our writing and build powerful vocabulary to write our 
own opening.  
 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-prepare-to-write-an-opening-
setting-6tjkcr   
 

Lesson 4 
 
To practise and 
apply knowledge 
of homonyms, 
including test 
 
 
 
To write an 
opening setting 
 
 

In this lesson, we will practise and apply our knowledge of homonyms. We will learn 

how to practise using the 'Look, Cover, Write, Check' strategy and will test the words 

previously set to learn. 

 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-practise-and-apply-knowledge-of-

homonyms-including-test-65h36d 
 
In this lesson, we will revise what we have learnt about writing an opening, use our 
notes to have a go at writing an opening together and then you will have a go yourself. 
 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-write-an-opening-setting-6cw3jr 
 

w/c 17th May 
  
Lesson 1 
 
To continue to 
write the opening 
 
 
To edit our writing 
 

In this lesson, we will will practise writing a complex sentence and continue to write the 
opening together, using long and short sentences. 
 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-continue-to-write-the-opening-
6gukje 
 
 
 
In this lesson, we will learn about why editing is important, practise editing together 
and then you will have a go at editing your writing. 



 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-edit-our-writing-cnk62r 
 

Lesson 2 
 
To practise writing 
speech 
 
 
To investigate 
homophones 
 

In this lesson, we will learn the punctuation for writing speech and practise writing 
speech from the Happy Prince. 
 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-practise-writing-speech-6rrpac 
 
 
In this lesson, we will explore homophones. We will learn what they are and look at 
some examples. 10 spelling words will be explained and set to learn. 
 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-investigate-homophones-cruk2t 
 

Lesson 3 
 
To revise 
apostrophes for 
contraction and 
singular possession 
 
To continue to 
write the opening 
with speech 
 
 

In this lesson, we will revise the use of apostrophes for contracted words and singular 

possession. We will spot where they are used in writing and practise writing sentences 

with them. 

 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-revise-apostrophes-for-contraction-

and-singular-possession-c9j64c 

 

 

In this lesson, we will revise and practise our speech writing skills, continue to write the 

opening with speech together and then you will have a go at writing the rest of the 

opening yourself. 

 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-continue-to-write-the-opening-

with-speech-cmu34t 

 
Lesson 4 
 
To develop a rich 
understanding of 
words associated 
with sadness 
 
 
To analyse the 
build up and 
prepare to write 
 

In this lesson, we will introduce new vocabulary, identify word pairs and synonyms and 
apply the vocabulary in sentences. 
 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-develop-a-rich-understanding-of-
words-associated-with-sadness-70w36r 
 
 
 
In this lesson, we will analyse what a build up should do for the reader. We will also 
look again at being a 'director' when we're writing and use camera shots to make our 
reader feel things. Lastly, we will gather powerful vocabulary and build some 'star' 
sentences. 
 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-analyse-the-build-up-and-prepare-
to-write-cmwp2c 
 

w/c 24th May 
  
Lesson 1  

In this lesson, we will practise and apply our knowledge of homophones. We will learn 
how to practise using the pyramid strategy and will test the words previously set to 
learn. 



 
To practise and 
apply knowledge 
of homophones, 
including test 
 

 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-practise-and-apply-knowledge-of-
homophones-including-test-6cw62d 
 

Lesson 2  
 
To write the first 
part of the build 
up 
 

In this lesson, we will revise our brilliant notes from the previous lesson, have a go at 
writing the first part of the build up together and check and edit the writing. You will 
then have a go at writing your own build up of the Happy Prince. 
 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-write-the-first-part-of-the-build-up-
61k38c 

Lesson 3  
 
To write the 
second part of the 
build up with 
speech 
 

In this lesson, we will revise how we write speech, write the next part of the build up 
together, check it and then you will have a go yourself. 
 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-write-the-second-part-of-the-build-
up-with-speech-74w3cr 
 

Lesson 4 
 
To write the 
conclusion and 
resolution to the 
narrative 
 

In this lesson, we will read the amazing writing that we have done together and think 
about what happens in the rest of the story. We will look at what action needs to be 
included and what we should remember when we are writing. Then you will have a go 
at writing the climax and resolution (the rest of the narrative) yourself! Maybe you will 
have a book ready to publish and give someone at the end? 
 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-write-the-conclusion-and-
resolution-to-the-narrative-cgvp4e 
 

 


