
Remote learning Curriculum Map: Half term 1 Jan-March 

Year group 7 Subject 
English- All is Fair in Love and War 

Topic Overview 

During your first term in English you studied the module titled ‘Dangerous Choices’ where you explored Patrick Ness’ 
novel A Monster Calls. As part of that study, you explored how a writer constructs and structures their work and how 
different themes are presented throughout a text. This will be something you continue to explore and build on in 
William Shakespeare’s tragic play ‘Romeo and Juliet’: You will begin this sequence of lessons by understanding what a 
tragedy is in literature, its history and then what the purpose is of its specific structure. You will then begin working 
through the play and understanding Shakespeare’s characterisation and the key themes presented in the tragedy. 
Dramatic devices such as dramatic irony and foreshadowing (techniques which were explored during your study of A 
Monster Calls) will also be explored, understanding of them strengthened and how they fit in with the purpose and 
meaning of the text.  
 
Please note the sentences in bold italics and select your starting point based on the lessons that you have already 
completed remotely. 
Title Link/Instruction 
The History of Tragedy In this lesson, we are going to travel 2500 years back in time to ancient Greece to 

see where tragedy began. We’re then going to zip forward around 400 years to 
meet a certain William Shakespeare! 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/the-history-of-tragedy-
crv3er?from_query=tragedy  

The Tragic Hero In this lesson, we are going to learn about how a hero can also be tragic! We’re also 
going to discover why all of Shakespeare’s tragedies contain heroes with some fairly 
psychological problems…  
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/the-tragic-hero-69hk4c  

Structure of a tragedy  In our final lesson on tragedy, we are going to look at the structure that tragic 
stories follow, look at a special pyramid invented by a German man called Freytag, 
and discover why most tragic heroes have only got themselves to blame… 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/the-structure-of-tragedy-c4wkct 

Prologue In this lesson, we will be introduced to the play ‘Romeo and Juliet’ and we will begin 
to explore the central themes within this text. Our focus for the lesson will be 
engaging closely with the opening of the play, starting with the Prologue. This lesson 
covers references to violence and to suicide.  
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/shakespeares-romeo-and-juliet-
the-prologue-70r30t    

Feuding Families  
(Conflict and violence) 

In this lesson, we will start to explore Act 1 of Romeo and Juliet. We will focus on the 
methods that Shakespeare uses to establish conflict right at the start of the play. 
This lesson covers references to violence and to suicide. If this is a sensitive topic to 
you, we recommend checking with a trusted adult before starting or doing the 
lesson with a trusted adult nearby. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/feuding-families-
crt38t?from_query=feuding+families  

Introducing Romeo 
(Characterisation) 

In this lesson, we will explore the characterisation of Romeo. We will investigate his 
initial appearance on stage and consider the methods used by Shakespeare to 
present him to the audience. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/introducing-romeo-
6tgk8d?from_query=introducing+romeo  

Courtly Love In this lesson, we will explore the contextual concept of courtly love. Using Romeo's 
early speeches in the play, we will evaluate the extent to which Romeo could be 
considered a typical courtly lover. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/courtly-love-6rr3cc  



 Introducing Juliet 
(Characterisation) 

In this lesson, we will explore the characterisation of Juliet. We will explore her first 
appearance on stage and consider the methods used by Shakespeare to present her 
to the audience. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/introducing-juliet-ctjk0r  

 The Lovers Meet 
(Fate and love) 

In this lesson, we will explore the meeting of the two lovers: Romeo and Juliet. We 
will consider how Shakespeare uses imagery in order to emphasise the strong 
passionate feelings of love that are expressed by the 'star-crossed' pair. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/the-lovers-meet-6nk34e  

 The Balcony Scene  
(Fate and love) 

In this lesson, we will tackle the very famous 'balcony scene'. We will read Act 2, 
Scene 2 and explore the presentation of our two protagonists as they continue to 
develop their relationship. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/the-balcony-scene-part-1-61hpad  

 The Wedding Scene 
(Love, foreshadowing and 
dramatic irony) 

In this lesson, we will explore the rest of Act 2 and witness the wedding between 
Romeo and Juliet. We will focus on the methods of foreshadowing and dramatic 
irony, and the ways in which Shakespeare purposefully creates audience tension in 
this part of the play. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/the-wedding-scene-cmt34d  

A Plague O’ Both your Houses’ 
(Conflict) 

In this lesson, we will explore the beginning of Act 3 and witness a terrible, violent 
conflict between our main characters. We will focus on the ways in which 
Shakespeare emphasises this conflict and how he presents the consequences that it 
has. This lesson includes references to violence, sickness and death. If this is a 
sensitive topic for you, we recommend checking with a trusted adult before 
starting or doing the lesson with a trusted adult nearby. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/a-plague-o-both-your-houses-
70rp4r  

 Banishment 
(Dramatic emphasis and 
presentation) 

In this lesson, we will explore the presentation of Romeo in Act 3, Scene 3 as well as 
unpacking his developing characterisation within the play overall. We will focus on 
the ways in which Shakespeare emphasises the emotional and melodramatic 
aspects of his nature and why he might do this.  
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/banishment-crwpct  

The Friar’s plan 
(Religion- contextual) 

In this lesson, we will explore the characterisation of Friar Laurence and consider 
how Shakespeare presents his character to reflect the Elizabethan social and 
historical context. We will review the Friar's role in the play so far and consider his 
particular importance in Act 4. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/the-friars-plan-6mvkct  

Juliet’s Death 
(Deception) 

In this lesson, we will explore another extended soliloquy performed by Juliet's 
character in Act 4, Scene 3. At this stage in the play, we will closely consider the 
methods that Shakespeare is using to exaggerate and emphasise elements of Juliet's 
characterisation, and his potential reasons for doing so. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/juliets-death-c8w3gd  

I Defy Thee, Stars! 
(The theme of fate) 

In this lesson, we will explore the theme of fate as it is presented in Act 5, Scene 1. 
We will look closely at Shakespeare's presentation of this theme, with reference to 
social and contextual ideas and intended impact on the audience. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/i-defy-thee-stars-68vk6d  

The Lovers’ Tragic End 
(Structure of a tragedy) 

In this lesson, we will explore one of the final moments of the play - the tragic 
deaths of Romeo and Juliet. We will consider the language used to present the tragic 
nature of the two 'star-crossed' lovers and comment on the audience's sympathetic 
response. This lesson includes references to violence, suicide and death. If this is a 
sensitive topic for you, we recommend checking with a trusted adult before 
starting or doing the lesson with a trusted adult nearby. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/the-lovers-tragic-end-6djp4d  



The Reconciliation  
(Resolution and denouement) 

In this lesson, we will explore the final part of the Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet. We 
will consider the significance of the ending and consider the didactic message of the 
play. What was Shakespeare's ultimate intention in ending his text in this way? 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/the-reconciliation-6dgk8c  

 


