
Remote learning Curriculum Map 

Year group 7 Subject 
Storytelling and Creative Writing 

Topic Overview 

As part of your study of A Monster Calls, you will have discussed the importance of stories and storytelling 
and you will have discussed how Patrick Ness draws on myths and folktales in his portrayal of the monster. 
The sequence of lessons below explores the origins of storytelling. As part of your study of A Monster Calls, 
you will explore narrative structure and narrative devices. The lessons below are designed to develop your 
understanding of story structure and will aid in the development of your own creative writing, which will help 
you when you come to write your own short story and submit as an entry in our story writing competition. 
These remote lessons complement your study and develop your understanding of narrative structure. Select 
your starting point based on the lessons that you have already completed remotely.  
Title Link/Instruction 
The Origins of 
storytelling 

In this lesson, we will think about the reasons why we love to tell stories, and where 
stories come from. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/the-origins-of-storytelling-cmrk0r 

Myths and 
Folktales 

In this lesson, we will learn about myths and folktales and look at examples from 
around the world. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/myths-and-folktales-6cwk0c 

The English 
Language 

In this lesson, we will look at the surprising history of the English language, and how it 
has changed from Old English to modern day English. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/the-english-language-cgw36d 

Creative Writing: 
What makes a 
good short story? 

In this lesson, we will be looking at what makes a good short story. We will be thinking 
about our own favourite short stories and what makes them so enjoyable as well as 
unleashing our imaginations and considering what we would find if we stepped through 
a window into another world! 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/creative-writing-what-makes-a-good-
short-story-70u30c 

Creative Writing: 
Narrative structure 

In this lesson, we will be thinking about the narrative structure of short stories. We will 
learn all about Freytag's 'narrative pyramid' and the hooks writers use to engage their 
readers. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/creative-writing-narrative-structure-
6wu3ec 

Creative Writing: 
Developing 
Character 

In this lesson, we will be looking at different character types before creating a 
biography for our own characters! 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/creative-writing-developing-character-
6rtp2r 

Creative Writing: 
Figurative 
Language 

In this lesson, we will be thinking about how we can ensure a reader enjoys our writing. 
We'll be thinking about how we can make the sentences we write even better before 
we complete the activity this unit has been building towards. We will be writing our 
own short stories! 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/creative-writing-figurative-language-
c8up4r 

Descriptive writing: 
Responding to a 
setting stimulus 

In this lesson, we will be looking at how to plan effectively for a setting based 
descriptive task. We'll look at a range of planning tools to help us generate ideas and 
organise our material in a way which will have an impact on the reader. At the end of 
the lesson, there will be a quiz to recap on our learning. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/descriptive-writing-responding-to-a-
setting-stimulus-6wrp6c 

Descriptive writing: 
Responding to an 
'image' stimulus 

In this lesson we will be looking at how to respond to an image-based description task: 
either of a person, persons or objects. We will start by thinking about different 
character types and their function in written texts before experimenting with a number 



of stimulus images and techniques. At the end of the lesson there will be a quiz to recap 
on our learning. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/descriptive-writing-responding-to-an-
image-stimulus-cdh68t 

Use of symbolism 
in your writing 

In this lesson, we will be exploring how symbolism can be used in our writing. We will 
start by looking at some potential symbols and generating our initial ideas. Then, we 
will look at how one of these symbols has been used by a student in a piece of writing 
before returning to our own work and developing our ideas further. At the end of the 
lesson, there will be a quiz to recap on our learning. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/use-of-symbolism-in-your-writing-
6xjkad 

Narrative writing In this lesson, we will establish the key features of narrative writing. We will plan a 
response together, thinking about what we want to achieve and then looking 
specifically at the introduction, climax and conclusion. You will then have an 
opportunity to review and refine your response by following our success criteria. At the 
end of the lesson, there will be a recap quiz to consolidate our learning. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/narrative-writing-6rrkgt 

Crafting Creative 
Writing 

In this lesson, we're going to use all your knowledge from the previous lessons to look 
at how we create our own stories. We'll start by thinking about different genre choices. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/crafting-creative-writing-6rrkcr 

Creating a story 
opening 

In this lesson, we'll look at how we start a story. We're going to closely look at how we 
might use subordinate clauses at the start of a story to hook a reader and provide lots 
of information. Then, you'll get to write the opening to your own story! 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/creating-a-story-opening-75j34d 

Introducing a 
character 

It's time to create our fantasy character! We're going to look at how pronouns and 
noun phrases help us create character details. Then, you get to create your fantasy 
hero for your story. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/introducing-a-character-c5hp8c 

Revealing a 
problem 

Every fantasy needs a problem. In this lesson, we're going to use our knowledge of 
speech and dialogue to think about the problem our character might face. We'll get the 
chance to decide what the problem is in our story and who is going to reveal that 
problem to our hero. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/revealing-a-problem-6hk34c 

The Quest We've got a problem. Now, it's time for our hero to journey towards the final battle. 
This lesson is going to use our knowledge of lists, particularly in subordinate clauses, to 
add details to our hero's quest. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/the-quest-cngpce 

The Climactic 
Moment 

It's the moment we've been building up to! In today's lesson, we'll look at how to add 
movement and pace, as well as use short sentences in our creative writing. It's time for 
our heroes to face the problem... 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/the-climactic-moment-6dh64d 

The Ending That's it! Your hero has faced their battle and now they must return triumphant. We're 
going to recap fused sentences here to make sure we don't rush writing our endings. All 
good hero stories deserve a happy ending so we'll also look at how to make sure it's 
plausible and appropriate for the problem in our story. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/the-ending-60vpce 

 


