
Topic title  Topic overview  Knowledge and Skills Assessment  Wider Links 
M1 
Super powers 

This topic will look at the 
consequences of globalisation, 
responses to hazards, water 
insecurity and climate change. 
The specification content gives 
students the opportunity to 
develop an in-depth 
understanding of physical and 
human geography, the 
complexity of people and 
environment questions and 
issues 

Key knowledge  
 What are superpowers and how have they changed 

over time? 
 What are the impacts of superpowers on the global 

economy? 
 What spheres of influence are contested by 

superpowers and what are the implications of this? 
Key skills  

 Constructing power indexes using complex data sets, 
including ranking and scaling.  

 Mapping past, present and future sphere of influence 
and alliances using world maps.  

 Mapping emissions and resource consumption using 
proportional symbols.  

 Plotting the changing location of the world’s 
economic centre of gravity on world maps 

Weekly retention tests on 
previous content. 
Weekly marked homework 
essays.  
Week four a 30-minute closed 
book exam.  
Week 8 a 60-minute closed 
book exam. 

Science and maths  
Extrapolating data, earth 
sciences and causes of hazards. 

M2  
Carbon cycle  
 
 

A balanced carbon cycle is 
important in maintaining 
planetary health. The carbon 
cycle operates at a range of 
spatial scales and timescales, 
from seconds to millions of 
years. Physical processes 
control the movement of 
carbon between stores on 
land, in the oceans and in the 
atmosphere. Changes to the 
most important store of carbon 
and carbon fluxes are a result 
of physical and human 
responses. 
 

Key Knowledge 
 How does the carbon cycle operate to maintain 

planetary health? 
 What are the consequences for people and the 

environment of our increasing demand for energy? 
 How are the carbon and water cycles linked to the 

global climate system? 
Key skills 

 Use of proportional flow diagrams showing carbon 
fluxes.  

 Use of maps showing global temperature and 
precipitation distribution. ) Graphical analysis of the 
energy mix of different countries, including change 
over time.  

 Analysis of maps showing global energy trade and 
flows.  

 Comparisons of emissions from different energy 
source.  

Weekly retention tests on 
previous content. 
Weekly retention tests on 
previous content. 
Weekly marked homework 
essays.  
Week four a 30-minute closed 
book exam.  
Week 8 a 60-minute closed 
book exam. 

Religion  
How different policies affect 
people from diverse 
background differently.  

  



M3  
Migration identity 
and sovereignty  

This will look at global 
governance  and how it 
developed to manage a 
number of common global 
issues (environmental, social, 
political and economic), and 
has a mixed record in its 
success in dealing with them. It 
has promoted growth and 
political stability for some 
people in some places while 
not benefiting others. 

Key Knowledge  
 What are the impacts of globalisation on 

international migration ? 
 How are nation states defined and how have they 

evolved in a globalised world? 
 What are the impacts of global organisation on 

managing global issues and conflicts  
Key skills  

 Use of flow-lines on global maps showing flows, both 
the direction and number of migrants among global 
regions.   

 Use of divided bar graphs to compare the ethnic 
diversity of countries.  

 Comparison of global maps of languages and colonial 
histories to analyse relationship between 

Weekly retention tests on 
previous content. 
Weekly marked homework 
essays.  
Week four a 30-minute closed 
book exam.  
Week 8 a 60-minute closed 
book exam. 

Science  
Geological time scales. 

M4  
The Water Cycle and 
Water Insecurity 

The constant human and 
physical changes to our 
environment present 
challenges within the 
hydrological system. This topic 
aims to develop students’ 
awareness of these and help 
them understand more deeply 
the processes that work within 
the hydrological cycle 
 

Key Knowledge  
 What are the processes operating within the 

hydrological cycle from global to local scale? 
 What factors influence the hydrological system over 

short- and long term timescales? 
 How does water insecurity occur, and why is it 

becoming such a global issue for the 21st century? 
 

Key Skills  
 Use of diagrams showing proportional flows within 

systems.  
 Comparative analysis of river regime annual 

discharges.  
 Analysis and construction of Water Budget graphs.  
 Using comparative data, labelling of features of 

storm hydrographs.  
 Use of large database to study the pattern and trends 

in floods and droughts worldwide.  
 

Weekly retention tests on 
previous content. 
Weekly marked homework 
essays.  
Week four a 30-minute closed 
book exam.  
Week 8 a 60-minute closed 
book exam. 
 

Business and economics 
How different business and 
economic models effect 
different interest groups.  
 

M5  
Revision  

    

 


