
Topic title  Topic overview  Knowledge and Skills Assessment  Wider Links 
M1 
Tectonic hazards 

Tectonic Processes and 
Hazards offers students the 
opportunity to investigate and 
interpret the physical nature of 
tectonic processes and their 
impacts on an ever-changing 
planet. Students will learn 
about the history of theories, 
and 
develop an appreciation for the 
complex geography and 
geology of our planet.  
 

Key Knowledge  
 Why are some locations more at risk from tectonic 

hazards? 
 Why do some tectonic hazards develop into disasters? 
 How successful is the management of tectonic hazards 

and disasters? 
Key skills  

 Analysis of hazard distribution patterns on world- and 
regional scale maps. 

 (Use of block diagrams to identify key features of 
different plate boundary settings. 

 Analysis of tsunami time-travel maps to aid prediction. 
 Use of correlation techniques to analyse links between 

magnitude of events, deaths and damage. 
 Statistical analysis of contrasting events of similar 

magnitude to compare deaths and damage. 

Weekly retention tests on 
previous content. 
Weekly marked homework 
essays.  
Week four week a 30-minute 
closed book exam.  
Week 8 a 30-minute closed 
book exam. 

Science and maths  
Extrapolating data, earth 
sciences and causes of hazards. 

M2  
Urban 
regeneration 

topic is for students to gain a 
clear understanding of how 
processes of change can 
include movements of people, 
capital, information, and 
resources, making some places 
economically dynamic while 
other places appear to be 
marginalised.  

Key knowledge  
 How and why do places vary? 
 Why might regeneration be needed? 
 How is regeneration managed? 
 How successful is regeneration? 

Key skills  
 use and understand a mixture of methodological 

approaches, including using interviews 
 b) interpret and evaluate a range of source material 

including textual and visual sources, such as oral 
accounts, newspapers, creative media, social media, 
aerial, oblique, ground photographs, sketches and 
drawing 

Weekly retention tests on 
previous content. 
Weekly marked homework 
essays.  
Week four week a 30-minute 
closed book exam.  
Week 8 a 30 minute closed 
book exam. 

Religion  
How different policies affect 
people from diverse 
background differently.  

M3  
Coasts 

Coastal landscapes develop 
due to the interaction of winds, 
waves and currents, as well as 
through the contribution of 
both terrestrial and offshore 
sources of sediment. These 
flows of energy and variations 
in sediment budgets interact 

Key Knowledge  
 Why are coastal landscapes different and what 

processes cause these differences? 
 How do characteristic coastal landforms contribute to 

coastal landscapes? 
 How do coastal erosion and sea level change alter the 

physical characteristics of coastlines.  
 

Weekly retention tests on 
previous content. 
Weekly marked homework 
essays.  
Week four week a 30-minute 
closed book exam.  
Week 8 a 30 minute closed 
book exam. 

Science  
Geological time scales. 



with the prevailing geological 
and lithological characteristics 
of the coast to operate as 
coastal systems and produce 
distinctive coastal landscapes 

Key skills  
 (GIS mapping of the variety of coastal landscapes, both 

for and beyond the UK. 
 (Satellite interpretation of a variety of coastlines to 

attempt to classify them. 
 Field sketches of contrasting coastal landscapes. 
 Using measures of central tendency to classify waves 

into destructive and constructive wave types. 
 skills  

M4  
Globalization 

Globalization and global 
interdependence continue to 
accelerate, resulting in 
changing opportunities for 
businesses and people. 
Inequalities are caused within 
and between countries as 
shifts in patterns of wealth 
occur. 

Key Knowledge  
 What are the causes of globalization and why has it 

accelerated in recent decades 
 What are the impacts of globalization for countries, 

different groups of people and cultures and the 
physical environment.  

 What are the consequences of globalization for global 
development? 

Key skills  
 Use of proportional flow lines showing networks of 

flows. 
 Ranking and scaling data to create indices. 
 Analysis of human and physical features on maps to 

understand lack of connectedness. 
 Use of proportional flow arrows to show global 

movement migrants from source to host areas. 
 Analysis of global TNC and brand value datasets to 

quantify the influence of western brands 

Weekly retention tests on 
previous content. 
Weekly marked homework 
essays.  
Week four week a 30-minute 
closed book exam.  
Week 8 a 30-minute closed 
book exam. 

Business and economics 
How different business and 
economic models effect 
different interest groups.  
 

M5  
Revision and 
fieldwork 

Students undertake and 
develop key skills in research 
and data presentation  

 Independent research of a topic of your choice.  
Key Skills 

 Undertake informed and critical questioning of data 
sources, analytical methodologies, 

 Data reporting and presentation, including the ability to 
identify sources of error in data and to identify the 
misuse of data. 

 Communicate and evaluate findings, draw well-
evidenced conclusions informed by wider theory, and 
construct extended written argument about 
geographical matters. 

Weekly marked homework 
essays.  
In the fourth week a 
presentation on whole your 
field work is developing.  
Week 8 a 30-minute closed 
book exam. 

Maths. 
Statistical techniques for 
geographers. 

 


