
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
        20th September 2020  
 
Dear Year 8 Students, Parents and Families,  
 
Thank you for your support and understanding during this challenging time.  I know you will be 
disappointed to have to self-isolate at home and anxious about the current situation.  Please be re-
assured, that as a school we are closely monitoring the situation with Public Health England and will 
keep you updated with any developments.  Please ensure that you follow the guidance set out in my 
letter yesterday regarding self-isolation. 
 
This message contains important information about how you will work remotely during your period 
of self-isolation. Fortunately as a school, we are now set up to offer you live teaching throughout the 
day, so that you will not fall behind with your studies.  Tomorrow your day will start with form time at 
8:45am.  Please ensure that you engage with your learning. 
 
 If you require any support, details of who to contact are contained within the guidance below. 
 
 On Tuesday, we will be sending out some home working exercise books to you all but you will need 
to provide your own resources for tomorrow’s learning.  If you have your class books, you can use 
these.   
 
We will keep in touch regularly and keep you updated. 
 
Good luck with your remote learning 
 
Kind regards,  
 

 
Ms B Honnor  
  
Guide to Remote learning 
  
Attached you will find two guides that will support you in accessing the remote learning programme 
that we gave in place. In the student guide you will find guidance on how to join your live lessons, 
along with important information on what to expect from the lesson and how to get the most out of 
it. The Marriotts Teams guide FAQ, will give you some answers to the most commonly asked 
questions. From logging into Teams, to who to contact if you have any problems with logging on, 
accessing your lessons or with your home technology. 
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 At the start of each lesson (and form), they will join a Microsoft Teams lesson with their usual teacher. 
The teacher will take the register as normal and then introduce the lesson content, carry out any 
explanations or question-and-answer required, and then set up a period of independent work for the 
remainder of the lesson (which could consist of a series of questions, interactive quizzes, an extended 
piece of writing, etc.). We expect that the first 'live' part of the lesson will take up to 30 minutes 
maximum, as we want to avoid students having to spend extended periods of time on a screen, 
without a break. However students are expected to remain working for the full duration of the lesson 
and we recommend them keeping the live lesson open so that they can ask for help from their teacher 
and see what other students are enquiring about.  
  
It is essential that students engage in all lessons and learning tasks set. The existing curriculum will 
continue to be followed, which means that any students not participating will quickly fall behind with 
their learning, and be at a disadvantage when they return to physical lessons in school. This will require 
them following the same routine as when they attend school normally, in terms of getting up on time, 
making sure that they have had something to eat, and being ready to learn, with writing equipment 
and paper/notebooks in preparation for the start of the day.  
  
During lessons, students' cameras will be off, and generally teachers' cameras will be off, unless they 
need to use them to demonstrate a practical element. Students should initially join the lesson with 
their microphone muted, but will be invited to participate during the course of lessons; if a student is 
anxious about speaking, they can utilise the 'chat' function and type their message/question/answer. 
Wherever possible, students should find a quiet space to take part in lessons and to carry out their 
learning for the day.  
  
As already highlighted above, the day itself will follow the normal timings of the school day. However 
we have built in a larger transition time between lessons to enable students to stretch their legs, go 
to the toilet and get refreshments without impacting the lesson itself and also to support Year 8 
students in navigating this new way of working. The timings of the Year 8 remote school day are 
detailed in the table below, as are details of the lessons that will be taking place. For the vast majority 
of students, they will be following their normal timetable, however for some it may represent a small 
change in lesson or Teacher. Student will this evening receive email invites to the morning assembly 
and their 5 lessons if they notice any of these missing then please email Mrs Leach 
(j.leach@marriotts.herts.sch.uk) who is coordinating the Teams setup.  
  

Session Timings Subject (Teacher) 

Form time (Assembly) and 
P1 

8:40-9:50am Extended Assembly (BPE) 

Break 9:50-10:15am  

Period 2 10:20-11:15am Maths (DNY) 
Period 3 11:20am-12:15pm History (RMN) 

Lunch 12:20-1:00pm  

Period 4 1:10-2:00pm English (SMU) 

Period 5 2:05-2:45pm PE (ALE) 

  
Where possible, students should access 'live' Teams lessons via a computer, laptop or tablet, however 
they will be able to access the lessons via a smartphone if necessary. If none of these options are 
available for your son/daughter, please contact your child’s Head of Year.   
  
If your son/daughter has forgotten their login details for RM Unify please contact Mrs L Goff 
(L.goff@Marriotts.herts.sch.uk) who will be happy to help.  
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