
YEAR 7 HISTORY CURRICULUM 

  

TOPIC TITLE TOPIC OVERVIEW KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS ASSESSMENT WIDER LINKS 

YEAR 7 
Module 1 
What is History? The 
Romans 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module students will study: 
In AD410, the Roman Emperor Honorius sent a 
goodbye letter to the people of Britain. He 
wrote, “fight bravely and defend your lives... 
you are on your own now”. The city of Rome 
was under attack and the empire was falling 
apart, so the Romans had to leave to take care 
of matters back home. But even after they 
were gone, the Romans left their mark all over 
the country. They gave us new towns, plants, 
animals, a new religion and ways of reading 
and counting. Even the word ‘Britain’ came 
from the Romans. 
This module will focus on use of evidence left 
behind by the Romans. 

Key Knowledge 

 What we can learn 
from historical 
artefacts 

 Romulus and Remus 
and the creation of 
Rome 

 The Roman Empire 

 Roman society and 
its structure 

 Gladiators 
 
Key Skills 

 Inference 

 Explanation 

 Chronology 

 Description 

 Empathy 

 Comparison 

 Evaluation 

 Prioritisation 

 PEEL paragraph 
writing 

Weekly 
40 Questions for Progressions 
Tests 

 These will take place 
weekly in class 

 Students are given 40 
questions with 40 
answers that covers 
Modules 1-5 of their Year 
7 study. 

 These will also be 
available to complete 
online on Show My 
Homework as quizzes to 
practice 

 Students will be given 10 
out of the 40 questions 
each week in class to be 
tested on. 

End of Module 
This will include: 

 Factual recall questions 
based on the entirety of 
the knowledge gained in 
the module 

 A source question 

 An essay style question on 
an aspect of the work 
studied.  

Literacy – how to write 
the perfect PEEL 
paragraph. Key 
historical terminology.  
 
Numeracy – 
understanding timelines 
with BC and AD dates 
(negative numbers and 
chronology).  
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YEAR 7 
Module 2 –Why did William 
of Normandy win the Battle 
of Hastings? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module students will study: 
The Battle of Hastings (14 October 1066) was a 
between the Anglo-Saxon English and an 
invading Norman army.  The day-long battle 
ended in a decisive victory for the Normans. 
William, the Duke of Normandy, was crowned 
as King William I of England 10 weeks later. 
The Norman conquest was a major turning 
point in England's history. 
This module will focus on the causes, events 
and consequences of the Battle of Hastings.  
Students will study why the English crown was 
disputed and by whom, the events leading up 
to the Battle, what happened and what the 
consequences of William’s victory were on 
England. 
 

Key Knowledge 

 Contenders for the 
throne in 1066 

 The Battle of 
Stamford Bridge 

 The Battle of 
Hastings 

 How William of 
Normandy won the 
Battle of Hastings 

 How William kept 
control of England 
after his win 

 The Feudal System 

 William’s use of 
castles 

 The Domesday Book 
 
Key Skills 

 Comparison 

 Evaluation 

 Prioritisation 

 Explanation 

 PEEL paragraph 
writing 

 Description 

 Inference 

Weekly 
40 Questions for Progressions 
Tests 
• These will take place weekly in 
class 
• Students are given 40 questions 
with 40 answers that covers 
Modules 1-5 of their Year 7 study. 
• These will also be available to 
complete online on Show My 
Homework as quizzes to practice 
• Students will be given 10 out of 
the 40 questions each week in 
class to be tested on. 
 
End of Module 
This will include: 
• Factual recall questions based 
on the entirety of the knowledge 
gained in this module and last 
module 
• A source question 
• An essay style question on an 
aspect of the work studied. 

Literacy – how to write 
the perfect PEEL 
paragraph. Key 
historical terminology. 
 
Life Skills – pupils will 
weigh up the pros and 
the cons of each 
contender for the 
crown. They must 
decide what makes a 
good leader and 
evaluate who would be 
best suited.  
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YEAR 7 
Module 3 – What Events 
Transformed Britain in the 
Middle Ages? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module students will study: 
In Medieval England, the Black Death was to 
kill 1.5 million people out of an estimated total 
of 4 million people between 1348 and 1350.  It 
was also to have a major impact on England’s 
social structure which led to the Peasants 
Revolt of 1381. 
The Magna Carta is seen as one of the most 
influential legal documents in British history.  
This significant moment, the first time a ruling 
King had been forcibly persuaded to renounce 
a great deal of his authority, took place at 
Runnymede in 1215. 
This module will focus on the symptoms, 
causes and effects of the Black Death, 
including the Peasant’s Revolt.  The second 
half of the module will focus on the 
interpretations of King John and the 
introduction of the Magna Carta. 

Key Knowledge 

 Medieval towns and 
their structure 

 Symptoms of the 
Black Death 

 Causes of the Black 
Death 

 Effects of the Black 
Death 

 The Peasants Revolt 

 King John – 
interpretations of 
him 

 The Magna Carta 
 
Key Skills 

 Identifying key 
features 

 Description 

 Inference 

 Explanation 

 Cause and 
consequence 

 Analysing 
interpretations 

Weekly 
40 Questions for Progressions 
Tests 
• These will take place weekly in 
class 
• Students are given 40 questions 
with 40 answers that covers 
Modules 1-5 of their Year 7 study. 
• These will also be available to 
complete online on Show My 
Homework as quizzes to practice 
• Students will be given 10 out of 
the 40 questions each week in 
class to be tested on. 
 
End of Module 
This will include: 
• Factual recall questions based 
on the entirety of the knowledge 
gained in this module and last two 
modules 
• A source question 
• An essay style question on an 
aspect of the work studied. 

Literacy – how to write 
the perfect PEEL 
paragraph. Key 
historical terminology. 
 
Religious Studies – the 
understanding of the 
power of the church 
over people’s daily lives 
e.g. God as a cause of 
the Black Death 
 
Sociology – how people 
lived in the Middle Ages 
and how this impacted 
their daily lives. Also the 
idea of revolt and 
unrest through the 
Peasants Revolt. 
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YEAR 7 
Module 4 – Who was more 
Powerful – the Crown or the 
Cross? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module students will study: 
The Becket controversy or Becket dispute was 
the quarrel between Thomas Becket, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, and King Henry II of 
England, from 1163 to 1170.  
Religion in the Middle Ages was dominated by 
Christianity. It is the era in which the great 
cathedrals of Europe were built.  During the 
Middle Ages, the Catholic Church was the only 
church in Europe and was at the centre of 
many people’s daily lives. This module will 
focus on the causes, events and consequences 
of the Becket Controversy and the role of 
religion during the Middle Ages.  Students will 
study the key characteristics of Henry II and 
Thomas Becket and how this led to Becket’s 
death. Students will also study the influence of 
religion during the Middle Ages and how 
justice was sought. 

Key Knowledge: 

 Henry II and Thomas 
Becket’s 
relationship 

 The murder of 
Thomas Becket and 
who was 
responsible 

 The character of 
Becket 

 Christianity in the 
Middle Ages 

 Doom paintings 

 Justice in the Middle 
Ages 

 Gregory VII and 
Henry IV 

 
Key Skills: 

 Cause and 
consequence 

 Evaluation 

 Explanation 

 Description 

 Inference 

 Analysis 

Weekly 
40 Questions for Progressions 
Tests 
• These will take place weekly in 
class 
• Students are given 40 questions 
with 40 answers that covers 
Modules 1-5 of their Year 7 study. 
• These will also be available to 
complete online on Show My 
Homework as quizzes to practice 
• Students will be given 10 out of 
the 40 questions each week in 
class to be tested on. 
 
End of Module 
This will include: 
• Factual recall questions based 
on the entirety of the knowledge 
gained in this module and last 
three modules 
• A source question 
• An essay style question on an 
aspect of the work studied. 

Literacy – how to write 
the perfect PEEL 
paragraph. Key 
historical terminology. 
 
Religious Studies – the 
importance of 
Christianity in people’s 
everyday lives. Also the 
power of Christianity 
where many people 
valued this more than 
political authority. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



YEAR 7 HISTORY CURRICULUM 

 

 

   

YEAR 7 
Module 5 – What were the 
Wars of the Roses? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module students will study: 
The Wars of the Roses were a series of battles 
fought in medieval England from 1455 to 1485 
between the House of Lancaster and the 
House of York.  Known at the time as The 
Cousin’s War, the wars ended when Richard III, 
the last Yorkist king, was defeated at the battle 
of Bosworth in 1485 by Henry Tudor founder 
of the House of Tudor. 
This module will focus on the causes, events 
and consequences of the Wars of the Roses.  
Students will study the key players in the Wars 
including Henry VI, Edward IV, Richard III and 
Henry VII. 

Key Knowledge: 

 Causes of the Wars 
of the Roses 

 Who was the better 
king: Henry VI or 
Edward IV 

 The Princes in the 
Tower 

 Richard III: 
interpretations 

 The Battle of 
Bosworth Field 

 The role of key 
women during the 
wars 

 Henry VII and the 
start of Tudor rule. 

 
Key Skills: 

 Identification 

 Comparison 

 Analysis 

 Interpretations 

 Description 

 Explanation 

Weekly 
40 Questions for Progressions 
Tests 
• These will take place weekly in 
class 
• Students are given 40 questions 
with 40 answers that covers 
Modules 1-5 of their Year 7 study. 
• These will also be available to 
complete online on Show My 
Homework as quizzes to practice 
• Students will be given 10 out of 
the 40 questions each week in 
class to be tested on. 
 
End of Module 
This will include: 
• Factual recall questions based 
on the entirety of the knowledge 
gained in this module and last 
four modules 
• A source question 
• An essay style question on an 
aspect of the work studied. 

Literacy – how to write 
the perfect PEEL 
paragraph. Key 
historical terminology. 
 
English – the 
introduction to one of 
Shakespeare’s 
characters Richard III. 
Students will compare 
Shakespeare’s 
interpretation of 
Richard to others in 
history.  
 
Life Skills – pupils will 
weigh up the pros and 
the cons of Henry VI 
and Edward IV. They 
must decide what 
makes a good leader 
and evaluate who 
would be best suited. 
They also have to use 
evidence to decide who 
they think is most to 
blame for the murder of 
the Princes in the 
Tower. 


