
 

 

 
 
 
 

May 2022 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Modern Foreign Languages at Marriotts 
 
We are very much looking forward to welcoming your child to Marriotts and extremely excited to be 
introducing them to, or continuing their journey in learning a Modern Foreign Language.  
 
In Modern Language lessons students learn about the structure and development of language itself 
through the skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing the target language in a range of situations 
and contexts, as well as developing knowledge about language, such as grammar and syntax. A variety 
of learning resources empower students to revisit and combine elements to answer new questions and 
meet new situations through understanding and producing the language. 
 
Through immersion in their language-learning, students also acquire other essential skills: they develop 
cultural awareness and are able to see the world from different perspectives and they also develop 
creativity and problem-solving skills as well as increasing independence as they find new ways of 
understanding and communicating a message. Learning a Modern Foreign Language can also help 
students in the development of their literacy skills, as well as other cross-curricular features such as 
numeracy and thinking skills. 
 
In Year 7 students will study one  Modern Foreign Language from the outset that they may go on to 
take at GCSE. This allows them to make real progress in their chosen language, thereby giving them 
a greater opportunity to achieve the very highest grade for GCSE later in their education. Starting in 
Year 7, students study a pre-GCSE course in depth, giving them an ideal springboard for GCSE. At 
the end of Year 9 students will decide whether to take this subject through to GCSE (with the 
majority of them choosing to do so) and they may also have the opportunity to take up a second 
language if they are gifted in this area.  
 
The language to be studied will be allocated to your child, but the decision will take into account 
preference, although because this is an allocation process and not an option, first preference cannot 
be guaranteed. 
  
When considering your child’s preference, you may wish to take into account their language learning 
and experience in Primary School but all languages in Year 7 are taught from the same beginners’ 
starting point. In addition, important information about each language is essential when considering 
preference: 
 

 As one of the 3 official languages of the European Union, the German language has an 
estimated 110 million native speakers and is the most widely spoken native language in Europe. 
Many students find German accessible through its many similarities to English and its logical 
patterns of grammar. 

 
 French is a romance language spoken by approximately 80 million native speakers and over 

153 million non-native speakers worldwide. It is the second-most widely spoken first language 
in Europe and is one of the six official languages of the United Nations. Often students prefer 
French as it is the language with which they are more familiar, many having studied French in 
primary school. 

  



 
 With over 470 million native speakers and a growing number of non-native speakers, Spanish 

is the most commonly spoken language in the world, second only to Mandarin Chinese. For 
this reason, Spanish is a popular choice and students find that they enjoy immersing 
themselves in the challenges of the vast array of tenses and other complex grammatical 
structures. 

 
Students who are native speakers and/or who have the existing ability to pass the GCSE without taught 
lessons will be allocated an alternative from the remaining two languages available and will also sit the 
GCSE exam in their native language. 
 
Please note that the expression of preference is only a part of the process as explained earlier, and 
because of staffing and timetable implementation, we cannot alter any allocations.  
 
Please complete the online google form to register your preference: 
 

https://forms.gle/ACcvtopnJNz29JhW6 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

   
 
 
Mrs P Jones and Ms B Radenhausen 
Joint Heads of Modern Foreign Languages 

https://forms.gle/ACcvtopnJNz29JhW6

