
YEAR 13 HISTORY CURRICULUM (TSARIST & COMMUNIST RUSSIA 1855-1964) 

TOPIC TITLE TOPIC OVERVIEW KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS ASSESSMENT WIDER LINKS 

YEAR 13 
Module 1 
The rule of Stalin (1924-
1953) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module students 
will study: 
The rise of Stalin after 
Lenin’s death and how he 
removed his rivals to 
become leader of the 
USSR. Students will study 
the changes Stalin made to 
society and culture as well 
as the economy. They will 
learn about collectivisation 
(Stalin’s drive to modernise 
the countryside) and the 
Five Year Plans (Stalin’s 
drive to industrialise the 
country. Students will also 
study how Stalin used fear 
through his Great Terror 
and his Great Purge as a 
means to control the 
country. They will then 
learn about the Soviet 
Union’s role in WW2 
(Great Patriotic War) and 
how this enhanced Stalin’s 
popularity. Students will 
study Stalin’s final years 
which were dominated by 
his paranoia. 

Key Knowledge 
-Stalin’s rise to power 
-Political structure under 
Stalin 
-The Cultural Revolution 
-The Great Retreat 
-Socialist Realism 
-Collectivisation 
-Five Year Plans 
-The Great Terror 
-The Great Patriotic War 
-The Political/ Economic/ 
Social impact of WWII 
-Stalin’s increased 
paranoia 
-Stalin’s changes to culture 
-Stalin’s legacy 
Key Skills 

 Inference 

 Explanation 

 Chronology 

 Description 

 Empathy 

 Comparison 

 Evaluation 

 Prioritisation 

 Analysis 

Weekly 
Questions for Progressions Tests 
-Students are given 100 questions with 100 answers 
that covers key knowledge of Stalin’s reign  
-These will also be available to complete online on 
Show My Homework as quizzes to practice 
-Students will be given 10 out of the 60 questions each 
week in class to be tested on. 
Fortnightly 
Essay Practice 
-Every other week, students will be expected to 
complete an essay question in their assessment book. 
-These are marked by the student’s teacher and 
returned with feedback for students to CTG 
Wider Reading 
-Every other week, students are expected to read a 
chapter taken from an academic journal/article on 
Russian History 
-They are expected to create notes summarising the 
content and key arguments of the text 
-This will improve their own writing and prepare them 
for higher education 
Monthly 
Assessment Hour 
-Once a month, students are expected to complete an 
unseen, timed essay in exam conditions 
-This is then peer assessed during lesson time to 
enhance the student’s understanding of the mark 
scheme. 

Literacy –  
During this module, 
students will continue to 
refine their essay writing 
skills- particularly 30 
mark questions. 
Students will continue 
to revise knowledge 
from Year 12 to prepare 
for their mock at the 
end of module 2 and 
their exam at the end of 
the academic year. 
Students will also 
continue to work on 
their coursework 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



YEAR 13 HISTORY CURRICULUM (TSARIST & COMMUNIST RUSSIA 1855-1964) 

YEAR 12 
Module 2 – The rule of 
Khrushchev (1953-1964) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module students 
will study: 
The reign Khrushchev- 
nicknamed ‘The Clown’ by 
his predecessor. Students 
will study Khrushchev’s rise 
to power and how he 
outmanoeuvred his rivals. 
Students will study the 
condition of the Soviet 
Union during the height of 
the Cold War. They will 
learn about Khrushchev’s 
Secret Speech and his 
policy of de-Stalinisation. 
Students will also compare 
Khrushchev’s removal of 
opposition with the 
methods used by Stalin. 
They will also continue to 
make comparisons 
between Khrushchev’s 
economic and social 
policies and those put in 
place by Stalin. Students 
will learn about 
Khrushchev’s foreign 
policies and how his 
involvement in the Cold 
War ultimately led to his 
own demise. 

Key Knowledge 
-Collective Leadership 
-Khrushchev’s removal of 
his rivals 
-De-Stalinsation 
-Anti-Party Group 
-The Virgin Lands 
Campaign 
-The Seven-Year Plan 
-Khrushchev and the Space 
Programme 
-The New Party 
Programme 
-Khrushchev’s social 
policies 
-Samizdat 
-Khrushchev’s downfall 
-Khrushchev’s legacy 
Key Skills 

 Inference 

 Explanation 

 Chronology 

 Description 

 Empathy 

 Comparison 

 Evaluation 

 Prioritisation 

 Analysis 

Weekly 
60 Questions for Progressions Tests 
-Students are given 60 questions with 60 answers that 

covers key knowledge of the reign of Khrushchev 
-These will also be available to complete online on Show My 
Homework as quizzes to practice 
-Students will be given 10 out of the 60 questions each week 
in class to be tested on. 

Fortnightly 
Essay Practice 
-Every other week, students will be expected to complete an 

essay question in their assessment book. 
-These are marked by the student’s teacher and returned 
with feedback for students to CTG 

Wider Reading 
-Every other week, students are expected to read a chapter 

taken from an academic journal/article on Russian History 
-They are expected to create notes summarising the content 
and key arguments of the text 
-This will improve their own writing and prepare them for 
higher education 

Monthly 
Assessment Hour 
-Once a month, students are expected to complete an 

unseen, timed essay in exam conditions 
-This is then peer assessed during lesson time to enhance 
the student’s understanding of the mark scheme. 

End of Term 
Mock 
-Students will complete a mock under exam conditions 
based on any of the knowledge students have learned 
 
 

 

Literacy 
During this module, 
students will continue to 
refine their essay writing 
skills- particularly 30 
mark questions. 
Students will continue 
to revise knowledge 
from Year 12 to prepare 
for their mock at the 
end of module 2 and 
their exam at the end of 
the academic year. 
Students will also 
continue to work on 
their coursework 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



YEAR 13 HISTORY CURRICULUM (TSARIST & COMMUNIST RUSSIA 1855-1964) 

YEAR 13 
Module 3 – Revision of 
year 12 content and key 
skills 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module: 
Students will spend this 
module revising the reigns 
of Alexander II, Alexander 
III, Nicholas II, The 
Provisional Government 
and Lenin. Students will 
complete revision activities 
on the content of Year 12. 
In addition, students will 
also complete their 
coursework and hand in to 
their coursework mentor 
by the end of the module 
ready to be marked and 
submitted. Students will 
begin intervention sessions 
weekly to enhance their 
ability to answer exam 
questions under timed 
conditions 
 

Key Knowledge 
-Alexander II 
-Alexander III 
-Nicholas II 
-The Provisional 
Government 
-Lenin 
Key Skills 

 Inference 

 Explanation 

 Chronology 

 Description 

 Empathy 

 Comparison 

 Evaluation 

 Prioritisation 

 Analysis 

Weekly 
Questions for Progressions Tests 
-Students are given questions with answers that covers 
key knowledge of everything they have studied on 
Russian History.  
-These will also be available to complete online on 
Show My Homework as quizzes to practice 
-Students will be given 10 out of the questions each 
week in class to be tested on. 
Fortnightly 
Essay Practice 
-Every other week, students will be expected to 
complete an essay question in their assessment book. 
-These are marked by the student’s teacher and 
returned with feedback for students to CTG 
Wider Reading 
-Every other week, students are expected to read a 
chapter taken from an academic journal/article on 
Russian History 
-They are expected to create notes summarising the 
content and key arguments of the text 
-This will improve their own writing and prepare them 
for higher education 
Monthly 
Assessment Hour 
-Once a month, students are expected to complete an 
unseen, timed essay in exam conditions 
-This is then peer assessed during lesson time to 
enhance the student’s understanding of the mark 
scheme. 

Literacy 
During this module, 
students will continue to 
refine their essay writing 
skills- particularly 30 
mark questions. 
Students will continue 
to revise knowledge 
from Year 12 to prepare 
for their mock at the 
end of module 2 and 
their exam at the end of 
the academic year. 
Students will submit 
their coursework. 
Students will also be 
encouraged to make 
their own revision 
materials as well as 
quizzes that they can 
share with the rest of 
the class. Students will 
be exposed to more 
model answer to 
develop their own 
writing style. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



YEAR 13 HISTORY CURRICULUM (TSARIST & COMMUNIST RUSSIA 1855-1964) 

YEAR 12 
Module 4 – Revision of 
Year 13 content and skills 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module: 
Students will revise key 
topics from the beginning 
of Year 13. Usually the 
Russia exam is at the end 
of May so students will 
have half this module to 
attend intervention 
sessions to improve their 
written ability and trial 
various revision techniques 
to prepare. Students will 
spend some intervention 
sessions answering unseen 
questions under timed 
conditions 
 

Key Knowledge: 
-Stalin’s early years (1924-
1941) 
-Stalin’s Later years (1941-
1953) 
-Khrushchev 
-25 mark skills 
30 mark skills 
Key Skills: 

 Recall of key 
knowledge 

 Change and 
Continuity 

 Cause and 
consequence 

 Evaluation 

 Explanation 

 Description 

 Inference 

 Analysis 

Weekly 
Questions for Progressions Tests 
-Students are given questions with answers for each 
ruler they have studied 
-These will also be available to complete online on 
Show My Homework as quizzes to practice 
-Students will be given 10 out of the questions each 
week in class to be tested on. 
Fortnightly 
Essay Practice 
-Every other week, students will be expected to 
complete an essay question in their assessment book. 
-These are marked by the student’s teacher and 
returned with feedback for students to CTG 
Wider Reading 
-Every other week, students are expected to read a 
chapter taken from an academic journal/article on Cold 
War History 
-They are expected to create notes summarising the 
content and key arguments of the text 
-This will improve their own writing and prepare them 
for higher education 
Monthly 
Assessment Hour 
-Once a month, students are expected to complete an 
unseen, timed essay in exam conditions 
-This is then peer assessed during lesson time to 
enhance the student’s understanding of the mark 
scheme. 

Literacy 
During this module, 
students will continue to 
refine their essay writing 
skills- particularly 30 
mark questions. 
Students will continue 
to revise knowledge 
from Year 12 to prepare 
for their mock at the 
end of module 2 and 
their exam at the end of 
the academic year. 
Students will also be 
encouraged to make 
their own revision 
materials as well as 
quizzes that they can 
share with the rest of 
the class. Students will 
be exposed to more 
model answer to 
develop their own 
writing style. 
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YEAR 12 
Module 5 – N/A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module students 
will study: 
 

Key Knowledge: 
 
Key Skills: 

 

 Literacy 
 


