
ENGLISH – CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 2020/21 

TOPIC TITLE TOPIC OVERVIEW KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS ASSESSMENT WIDER LINKS 
YEAR 13 
 
Term 1: 

  Texts in shared 
contexts: WW1 
and its aftermath  

 

In this  term students will: 
 Learn about the  synchronic approach to 

historicism (study of an event in time across 
time) as opposed to the diachronic approach of 
Paper 1 (study of a theme across time) 

 Learn about the different perspectives and 
roles of those who write about WW1 in 
literature 

 Be introduced to the  Pre 1900 Anthology of 
Love Poetry 

 Explore the plot, character, themes, structure,  
and debates around war in pat Barker’s 
‘Regeneration’ 

 Explore the plot, character , themes , structure, 
stagecraft and debates around  war in David 
Haig’s ‘My Boy Jack’ 

 Explore the voices and perspectives of women 
in WW1 through the study of Scars Upon My 
Heart, a collection of female poets edited by 
Catherine Reilly 

 In this term, students will also revisit their NEA 
coursework comparative study and redraft and 
polish it to a final product 
 
 

Students will explore the key questions: 
 What are the key debates about WW1? 
 Why is WW1 such a watershed moment in 

culture and in literature in particular? 
 What are the key perspectives of war? 
 What is Barker saying about the themes of war 

in Regeneration?  
 What is Haig saying about the themes of war in 

My Boy Jack? 
 What are the poets’ views of the themes of 

war? 
 

Key knowledge 
 

 The plot, character, 
theme, structure and 
debates about war in Pat 
Barker’s ‘Regeneration’ 

 
 The social, historical , 

autobiographical, 
literary context of Pat 
Barker, W.R. Rivers, 
Siegfried Sassoon, 
Wilfred Owen and the 
novel Regeneration. 

 
 The plot, character, 

structure, stagecraft, 
themes and debates 
about war in David 
Haig’s ‘My Boy Jack’. 
 

 The social, historical, 
literary, 
autobiographical context 
of Haig, Kipling and the 
play My Boy Jack. 
 

 The themes, forms, 
language and structure 
of the poems in Scars 
Upon My Heart 
 

 The social , historical, 
autobiographical, 
literary contexts of the 
poets and of Catherine 
Reilly 
 

 The evolution and 
context of second wave 

Students are given  four key tasks to 
complete each week for additional 
study: 
 

 Pre reading and preparation 
 Wider reading to broaden their 

contextual knowledge and 
literary debate 

 Wider watching of lectures to 
deepen their analysis and 
debate 

 An essay to write consolidating 
their knowledge from the 
lessons 

 Redrafting and polishing of NEA 
coursework comparative study 
– weekly, personalised targets 

 
In addition, in this term students will 
complete: 
 

1. Their NEA coursework 
comparative study 

2. A 3 hour mock paper on Love 
Through the Ages covering: 

o Section A: 
Shakespeare text 

o Section B: Comparison 
of unseen poetry 

o Section C: Comparison 
of an aspect of love in 
The Great Gatsby and 
the Pre 1900 Love 
Poetry 

3. A 2 ½  hour mock paper on 
texts Across Time: WW1 and 
the aftermath covering: 

o Section A:  
Regeneration 

There are a great many 
links to this unit. 
 
Notably: 
 
The annual study of WW1 
literature undertaken in 
each year of the English 
curriculum at KS3 and KS4 
which gives a basic 
background knowledge of 
WW1 
 
Links to the study of WW1 
in History in Year 8, 9 &10 
 
The study of modern 
novels in Year 7,8,9 &12. 
 
The study of modern 
drama in Y7 & Y11. 
 
 
Cultural: 
Students will learn about 
the impact of WW1 on 
modern British culture and 
the shift change in 
working class, feminist and 
literary movements 
because of the war. 
 
Moral:  
As the unit is focused on 
war, students will explore 
the many complexities of 
conflict from parental 
conflict, moral inner 
conflict, societal demands 
for bravery and stoicism, 



feminism that led to the 
discovery of the female 
war voices that form 
Scars Upon My Heart 

 
Key skills 
 Ability to debate concepts of 

war and their presentation in 
texts 

 Ability to compare texts 
across time and themes 

 Analysis of language 
 Analysis of character 
 Analysis of structure 
 Analysis of stagecraft 
 Evaluation of writers’ 

intention and success 
 

o Section B: Analysis of 
unseen prose 

o Section C: Comparison 
of an aspect of  war in 
My Boy Jack and Scars 
Upon My Heart 

 

the effect of gender role 
expectation on 
participants and witnesses 
alike to the deep personal 
explorations of love, loss, 
grief and struggle. 
 
Social: 
As a natural part of 
studying war, students will 
deepen their knowledge of 
Marxism and Feminist 
movements and consider 
the role of the patriarchy 
and class systems in 
controlling people’s 
behaviour in times of 
conflict. They will also 
explore the wider political 
debates of duty, honour 
and heroism versus blind 
obedience to authority. 
 

YEAR 12 
 
Term 2: Revision of 
Paper 1 and Paper 2 
 

In this term, the focus will move to revision and 
redrafting skills as students: 
 
 

 Focus more on developing the skills and 
practise of analysing unseen prose texts 
connected to WW1, sharpening their ability to 
identify the perspective and debate being 
created in the literature 

 Prepare and revise for their Paper 1: Love 
Through the Ages 

 Prepare and revise for their Paper 2: Texts 
across time : WW1 and the aftermath 
 

Students will explore the key questions: 
 

 How do I identify the gaps in my knowledge? 
 How can I revise to ensure I have a full, broad, 

secure knowledge of the texts? 
 What are the key debates about love? 

Key knowledge: 
 The debates about love 

across time 
 The features and 

conventions of literature 
across the literary canon 
and timeline 

 The conventions of 
courtship, love and 
marriage in different 
cultures and times 

 The plot, characters, 
structure, stagecraft, 
themes and debates of 
the Shakespeare text 
(Taming of the Shrew or 
Othello) 

 The plot, characters, 
structure, , themes and 

Students are given  four key tasks to 
complete each week for additional 
study: 
 

 Re-reading and revision 
 Wider reading to broaden their 

contextual knowledge and 
literary debate 

 Wider watching of lectures to 
deepen their analysis and 
debate 

 An essay to write consolidating 
their knowledge from the 
lessons 

 
In addition, in this term students will 
complete: 
 

The links to this term are 
as above and on the Y12 
curriculum overview in the 
prior two terms as this 
term is a consolidation of 
the learning across the 
two-year course. 



 What are the key debates and perspectives of 
war? 

 What makes a powerful introduction? 
 How do I select material judiciously in my 

essays? 
 What makes a compelling conclusion? 
 What areas of Literature and themes intrigue 

me the most? 
 How do I best manage my time in coursework 

creation and in examinations? 
 What are the most effective methods of 

revision? 

 

debates of  ‘The Great 
Gatsby’ 

 The form, structure , 
language, themes and 
debates of the Pre 1900 
Love Poetry Anthology 

 The key debates and 
perspectives of WW1 

 The plot, characters, 
structure, themes and 
perspectives of war in 
Regeneration 

 The plot, characters, 
stagecraft, structure, 
themes and perspectives 
of war in My Boy Jack 

 The form, language, 
structure, themes, 
perspectives and 
debates about war in 
Scars Upon My Heart 

 The contextual factors 
involved in the creation 
of all the texts and in our 
perspectives as readers 

 
 
Key Skills: 

 Ability to debate 
concepts of war and 
their presentation in 
texts 

 Ability to compare texts 
across time and themes 

 Analysis of language 
 Analysis of character 
 Analysis of structure 
 Analysis of stagecraft 
 Evaluation of writers’ 

intention and success 
 To be able to identify 

areas for targeted 
revision 

1 A 3 hour mock paper on Love 
Through the Ages covering: 

o Section A: 
Shakespeare text 

o Section B: Comparison 
of unseen poetry 

o Section C: Comparison 
of an aspect of love in 
The Great Gatsby and 
the Pre 1900 Love 
Poetry 

2 A 2 ½  hour mock paper on 
texts Across Time: WW1 and 
the aftermath covering: 

o Section A:  
Regeneration 

o Section B: Analysis of 
unseen prose 

o Section C: Comparison 
of an aspect of  war in 
My Boy Jack and Scars 
Upon My Heart 

 



 To be able to select 
effective methods of 
revision 

 To be able to craft a 
perceptive, coherent 
and sustained response 
in timed conditions 

   


