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TOPIC TITLE TOPIC OVERVIEW KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS ASSESSMENT WIDER LINKS 

YEAR 12 
Module 1 
The rule of Tsar Alexander 
II (1855-1881) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module students 
will study: 
Tsar Alexander II a.k.a ‘The 
Tsar Liberator’. Students 
will spend the module 
learning about this 
complex monarch who is 
famed for being the most 
progressive leader Russia 
has ever had. Students will 
analyse the various 
reforms that Alexander II 
introduced including the 
Emancipation Edict. 
Students will evaluate how 
liberal these reforms 
actually were and make 
links between Alexander’s 
autocratic rule and 
opposition groups. 
Students will study 
Alexander’s attitudes 
towards economic 
modernisation as well as 
his policies towards 
national minorities. At the 
end of the module 
students should be able to 
answer the following 
question: ‘How successful 
were the great reforms of 
Alexander II’? 

Key Knowledge 
-The background and 
personality of Alexander II 
-The Crimean War and 
Alexander II’s accession to 
the throne 
-The Emancipation of the 
Serfs 
-Other key reforms by 
Alexander II 
-Reutern’s economic 
policies 
-The Russo-Turkish War 
-Alexander II’s ‘reaction’ 
and counter reforms after 
1866 
-Opposition to Alexander II 
-The Loris-Melikov 
Constitution 
-Treatment of National 
Minorities 
Key Skills 

 Inference 

 Explanation 

 Chronology 

 Description 

 Empathy 

 Comparison 

 Evaluation 

 Prioritisation 

 Analysis 

Weekly 
60 Questions for Progressions Tests 
-Students are given 60 questions with 60 answers that 
covers key knowledge of Alexander II’s reign  
-These will also be available to complete online on 
Show My Homework as quizzes to practice 
-Students will be given 10 out of the 60 questions each 
week in class to be tested on. 
Fortnightly 
Essay Practice 
-Every other week, students will be expected to 
complete an essay question in their assessment book. 
-These are marked by the student’s teacher and 
returned with feedback for students to CTG 
Wider Reading 
-Every other week, students are expected to read a 
chapter taken from an academic journal/article on 
Russian History 
-They are expected to create notes summarising the 
content and key arguments of the text 
-This will improve their own writing and prepare them 
for higher education 
Monthly 
Assessment Hour 
-Once a month, students are expected to complete an 
unseen, timed essay in exam conditions 
-This is then peer assessed during lesson time to 
enhance the student’s understanding of the mark 
scheme. 

Literacy –  
This module will 
introduce students to 25 
mark questions which is 
the ability to create a 
balanced and well-
detailed debate. 
Students will learn the 
basics of critical thinking 
by watching TED Talks 
and listening to 
university lectures to 
develop their own 
writing skill. They will 
also be shown model 
answers to enhance 
their own writing 
 
 



YEAR 12 HISTORY CURRICULUM (TSARIST & COMMUNIST RUSSIA 1855-1964) 2021/22 

YEAR 12 
Module 2 – The rule of 
Tsar Alexander III (1881-
1894) and the rule of Tsar 
Nicholas II (1894-1917) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module students 
will study: 
The reign of the ‘Cossack 
Tsar’, Alexander III, and 
how his repressive policies 
proved to be a stark 
contrast to those of his 
father’s. Students will 
study the key changes 
Alexander II’s three finance 
minister’s made to Russia’s 
economy to attempt to 
‘catch up with the West’. 
Students will compare and 
contrast the reigns of 
Alexander II and Alexander 
III to answer the question 
‘how much did 
modernisation weaken 
tsarist autocracy?’ 
Students will study the rule 
of the last Tsar of Russia, 
Nicholas II. They will study 
the similarities and 
differences between 
Nicholas’ policies and 
those of the previous two 
tsars. Students will learn 
about Nicholas’ 
incompetence as well as 
the various revolutionary 
movements that existed at 
the time.  

Key Knowledge 
-Alexander III’s first actions 
-Alexander III’s counter 
reforms 
-Alexander III’s use of 
Russification 
-The economic policies of 
Bunge, Vyshnegradsky and 
Witte 
-Society and Culture under 
Alexander III 
-Early opposition to Nicholas 
II 
-1905 Revolution (causes, 
event, consequences and 
analysis of its significance) 
-The Dumas 
-The role of Stolypin 
-The role of Rasputin 
-Economic developments by 
1914 
-Russia’s role in WWI 
-The February Revolution and 
the fall of Tsarism 

Key Skills 
 Inference 

 Explanation 

 Chronology 

 Description 

 Empathy 

 Comparison 

 Evaluation 

 Prioritisation 

 Analysis 

Weekly 
60 Questions for Progressions Tests 
-Students are given 60 questions with 60 answers that 

covers key knowledge of the reigns of Alexander III and 
Nicholas II  
-These will also be available to complete online on Show My 
Homework as quizzes to practice 
-Students will be given 10 out of the 60 questions each week 
in class to be tested on. 

Fortnightly 
Essay Practice 
-Every other week, students will be expected to complete an 

essay question in their assessment book. 
-These are marked by the student’s teacher and returned 
with feedback for students to CTG 

Wider Reading 
-Every other week, students are expected to read a chapter 

taken from an academic journal/article on Russian History 
-They are expected to create notes summarising the content 
and key arguments of the text 
-This will improve their own writing and prepare them for 
higher education 

Monthly 
Assessment Hour 
-Once a month, students are expected to complete an 

unseen, timed essay in exam conditions 
-This is then peer assessed during lesson time to enhance 
the student’s understanding of the mark scheme. 

End of Term 
Mock 
-Students will answer a 25 mark question under exam 
conditions that summarises the knowledge they have 
learned over the course of the two modules 

Literacy 
This module will 
introduce students to 
the 30-mark question on 
the Russia paper. This 
will require students to 
analyse the arguments 
of three historians and 
use their own 
knowledge to assess 
how 
convincing/unconvincing 
these perspectives are 
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YEAR 12 
Module 3 – The Provisional 
Government (March 1917- 
October 1917) and the 
reign of Lenin (October 
1917- 1924) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module students 
will study: 
Russia’s first 
experimentation with 
democracy. Students will 
study the challenges facing 
the Provisional 
Government and 
ultimately which factor 
resulted in its demise. 
Students will also study the 
rise of the Bolsheviks and 
how they were in a 
position to take power in 
October 1917. Students 
will spend the second half 
of the module learning 
about the reign of Lenin. 
They will study the 
problems that Lenin faced 
trying to establish a 
communist government in 
Russia and the 
compromises he needed to 
make to consolidate his 
rule 
 

Key Knowledge 
-Dual Power 
-First measures of the 
Provisional Government 
- Challenges facing the 
Provisional Government 
-Opposition to the 
Provisional Government 
-The July Days 
-The Kornilov Affair 
-The October Revolution 
-The establishment of the 
Bolshevik state 
-How Lenin sacrificed his 
ideology to consolidate his 
power 
-The Russian Civil War 
-War Communism 
-The NEP 
-The Red Terror 
-Lenin’s final years 
Key Skills 

 Inference 

 Explanation 

 Chronology 

 Description 

 Empathy 

 Comparison 

 Evaluation 

 Prioritisation 

 Analysis 

Weekly 
60 Questions for Progressions Tests 
-Students are given 60 questions with 60 answers that 
covers key knowledge of The Provisional Government 
and Lenin  
-These will also be available to complete online on 
Show My Homework as quizzes to practice 
-Students will be given 10 out of the 60 questions each 
week in class to be tested on. 
Fortnightly 
Essay Practice 
-Every other week, students will be expected to 
complete an essay question in their assessment book. 
-These are marked by the student’s teacher and 
returned with feedback for students to CTG 
Wider Reading 
-Every other week, students are expected to read a 
chapter taken from an academic journal/article on 
Russian History 
-They are expected to create notes summarising the 
content and key arguments of the text 
-This will improve their own writing and prepare them 
for higher education 
Monthly 
Assessment Hour 
-Once a month, students are expected to complete an 
unseen, timed essay in exam conditions 
-This is then peer assessed during lesson time to 
enhance the student’s understanding of the mark 
scheme. 

Literacy 
Students will continue 
to enhance their 25 
mark and 30 mark 
questions. They will 
work in groups to plan 
and write answers, 
particularly 30 mark 
questions. In this 
module, students will be 
exposed to more 
interpretations so they 
can identify main 
arguments quicker.  
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YEAR 12 
Module 4 – Non-Exam 
Assessment (Coursework) 
Preparation- Content  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module students 
will study: 
The changing relations 
between Russia and the 
USA between the years 
1900-2000. Students will 
study the key events over 
the course of 100 years in 
preparation for writing 
their coursework over the 
summer holidays/ start of 
Year 13. The majority of 
the content will be focused 
on the Cold War (building 
on the knowledge 
Marriotts students studied 
for GCSE) Students will 
continue to revise the five 
rulers of Russia learned in 
their private study sessions 
and for homework. 

Key Knowledge: 
-Russo-Japanese War and 
Treaty of Portsmouth 
-Russia and America’s 
relationship during WWI 
-The relationship between 
the USSR and the USA 
during WWII 
-Conferences between the 
Grand Alliance 
-The Arms Race 
-Berlin Blockade 
-The Cuban Missile Crisis 
-The Berlin Wall 
-Détente 
-Gorbachev’s New 
Thinking 
-Role of Yeltsin 
Key Skills: 

 Recall of key 
knowledge 

 Change and 
Continuity 

 Cause and 
consequence 

 Evaluation 

 Explanation 

 Description 

 Inference 

 Analysis 

Weekly 
60 Questions for Progressions Tests 
-Students are given 60 questions with 60 answers for 
each ruler they have studied 
-These will also be available to complete online on 
Show My Homework as quizzes to practice 
-Students will be given 10 out of the 60 questions each 
week in class to be tested on. 
Fortnightly 
Essay Practice 
-Every other week, students will be expected to 
complete an essay question in their assessment book. 
-These are marked by the student’s teacher and 
returned with feedback for students to CTG 
Wider Reading 
-Every other week, students are expected to read a 
chapter taken from an academic journal/article on Cold 
War History 
-They are expected to create notes summarising the 
content and key arguments of the text 
-This will improve their own writing and prepare them 
for higher education 
Monthly 
Assessment Hour 
-Once a month, students are expected to complete an 
unseen, timed essay in exam conditions 
-This is then peer assessed during lesson time to 
enhance the student’s understanding of the mark 
scheme. 

Literacy 
Students will continue 
to enhance their 25 
mark and 30 mark 
questions. They will 
work in groups to plan 
and write answers, 
particularly 30 mark 
questions. In this 
module, students will 
develop their 
understanding of how to 
write university level 
essays. This means that 
students will read 
examples of extended 
pieces of writing to 
enhance their own 
written ability. 
 
Also earning how to 
approach the writing of 
the NEA element of 
their study. Also 
acquainting themselves 
further with academic 
journals and books from 
famous Cold War 
historians. 
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YEAR 12 
Module 5 – Non-Exam Unit 
(Coursework) Preparation- 
Skills 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module students 
will study: 
The skills needed to write 
the coursework. Students 
will learn how to reference 
and cite their sources 
within a piece of extended 
writing. Students will also 
start to read academic 
works written by key 
historians who have 
debated the coursework 
topic. Students will gather 
quotes from the 
historiography ready to 
incorporate into their own 
investigation. Students will 
research archives to collect 
contemporary sources to 
include in their 
coursework. Students will 
then create a coherent 
plan for their own piece of 
coursework that will be 
completed over the course 
of the summer holidays. 
Students need to put 
together a presentation 
ready to present to their 
coursework tutor that talks 
through their coursework 
plan. 

Key Knowledge: 
-How to reference and cite 
sources of information 
(Harvard referencing 
system) 
-Historiography on the 
Cold War 
-How to access archives to 
search for key sources 
-How to structure a piece 
of coursework 
-How to draft a piece of 
coursework  
 
Key Skills: 

 Recall of key 
knowledge 

 Change and 
Continuity 

 Cause and 
consequence 

 Evaluation 

 Explanation 

 Description 

 Inference 

 Source Analysis 

 Referencing 

 Historiography 

Weekly 
60 Questions for Progressions Tests 
-Students are given 60 questions with 60 answers for each 

ruler they have studied 
-These will also be available to complete online on Show My 
Homework as quizzes to practice 
-Students will be given 10 out of the 60 questions each week 
in class to be tested on. 

Fortnightly 
Essay Practice 
-Every other week, students will be expected to complete an 

essay question in their assessment book. 
-These are marked by the student’s teacher and returned 
with feedback for students to CTG 

Wider Reading 
-Every other week, students are expected to read a chapter 

taken from an academic journal/article on Cold War History 
-They are expected to create notes summarising the content 
and key arguments of the text 
-This will improve their own writing and prepare them for 
higher education 

Monthly 
Assessment Hour 
-Once a month, students are expected to complete an 

unseen, timed essay in exam conditions 
-This is then peer assessed during lesson time to enhance 
the student’s understanding of the mark scheme. 

End of Term 
Mock 
-Students will sit a full mock under exam conditions. This 
mock could be on any of the Russia content they have 
learned in Year 12. They will answer two 25 mark questions 
and one 30 mark question 

Literacy 
Students will continue 
to enhance their 25 
mark and 30 mark 
questions. They will 
work in groups to plan 
and write answers, 
particularly 30 mark 
questions. In this 
module, students will 
develop their 
understanding of how to 
write university level 
essays. This means that 
students will read 
examples of extended 
pieces of writing to 
enhance their own 
written ability. 
 


