
ENGLISH – CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 2020/21 

TOPIC TITLE TOPIC OVERVIEW KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS ASSESSMENT WIDER LINKS 
YEAR 12 
 
Term 1: 
 Paper 1 – Love 
through the Ages 

 

In this  term students will: 

• Learn about the idea of a historicist perspective 
of love  

• Learn about the different time periods of 
literary movements 

• Be introduced to the  Pre 1900 Anthology of 
Love Poetry 

• Explore the plot, character, themes, structure,  
stagecraft and debates around love in their 
Shakespeare text (either Taming of the Shrew 
or Othello) 

• Explore the plot, character , themes , structure 
and debates around love in F.Scott Fitzgerald’s 
The Great Gatsby 
 
 

Students will explore the key questions: 
➢ What are the key debates about love? 
➢ What are the key perspectives of love? 
➢ What is Shakespeare saying about love in 

Taming of the Shrew/ Othello? 
➢ What are the poets’ views of love? 
➢ What is F.Scott Fitzgerald saying about love? 

Key knowledge 
 

• The plot, character, 
theme, structure and 
stagecraft of 
Shakespeare’s ‘Othello’ 
or ‘Taming of the 
Shrew’. 

 

• The social, historical , 
autobiographical, 
literary context of the 
Shakespeare play 

 

• The plot, character, 
structure and themes of 
F.Scott Fitzgerald’s ‘The 
Great Gatsby’. 
 

• The social, historical, 
literary, 
autobiographical context 
of F.Scott Fitzgerald. 
 

• The themes, forms, 
language and structure 
of the Pre 1900 poetry 
 

• The social , historical, 
autobiographical, 
literary contexts of the 
poets 

 
Key skills 

• Ability to debate concepts of 
love and their presentation 
in texts 

• Ability to compare texts 
across time and themes 

• Analysis of language 

Students are given  four key tasks to 
complete each week for additional 
study: 
 

• Pre reading and preparation 

• Wider reading to broaden their 
contextual knowledge and 
literary debate 

• Wider watching of lectures to 
deepen their analysis and 
debate 

• An essay to write consolidating 
their knowledge from the 
lessons 

 
In addition, in this term students will 
complete: 
 

1. An introductory essay on The 
Great Gatsby 

2. An introductory essay on the 
Shakespeare text 

3. A comparative essay of two 
unseen poems 

 

There are a great many 
links to this unit. 
 
Notably: 
 
The Shakespeare question 
is very similar in style to 
the GCSE Shakespeare 
question with the use of 
an extract but with the 
added depth from 
demanding a debate. 
 
The poetry anthology will 
draw on the students 
GCSE skills of reading, 
comprehending, 
comparing and 
memorising aspects of 15 
poems. 
 
The novel study of ‘The 
Great Gatsby’ will draw on 
skills learned across their 
entire school career 
studying at least on novel 
a year. 
 
Cultural: 
Students will learn the 
historical timeline of 
literature and the features 
of the different periods 
and literary movements. 
 
Moral:  
As the unit is focused on 
love, students will explore 
the many complexities of 
relationships from 



• Analysis of character 

• Analysis of structure 

• Analysis of stagecraft 

• Evaluation of writers’ 
intention and success 
 

parental love to romantic 
love, considering the 
darker aspects of love 
such as jealousy; control; 
revenge; betrayal as well 
as companionship, 
partnership and equality. 
 
Social: 
As a natural part of 
studying love through the 
ages, students will deepen 
their knowledge of 
Marxism and Feminist 
movements and consider 
the role of the patriarchy 
and class systems in 
controlling people’s most 
intimate relationships. 
 

YEAR 12 
 
Term 2:   
 Paper 1 Love 
Through the Ages 
and Non Examined 
Assessment 
preparation 

In this second term, students will: 

• Explore the remaining poems and time periods 
of the Pre 1900 Anthology of Love Poetry. 

• Draw together the learning for ‘The Great 
Gatsby’ and the Pre 1900 Anthology Poetry to 
create comparative debates. 

• Extend their knowledge of literary time periods 
to explore 20th century poetic movements as 
well. 

• Deepen their knowledge of unseen poetry 
analysis by exploring unseen poems together to 
create comparisons. 

• Enhance their exam style essay writing with 
timed, exam-condition essay responses in 
Assessment Hour for Shakespeare and Gatsby/ 
Poetry comparisons. 

In addition, students will  begin to: 

• Explore and prepare for their Independent 
Literature Study by discussing and selecting a 
short list of texts they may wish to use in their 
non-examined assessment 

Key knowledge 

• What are the key poetic 
movements across the 
ages 

• How does time affect 
the context and possible 
content of  a text 

• How to compare and 
connect literary texts on 
a theme across time 

 
 
 
Key skills 

• To be able to structure 
an essay to respond to a 
debate and  make a 
literary argument 

• To be able to structure 
and manage my own 
time effectively 
 

Students are given  four key tasks to 
complete each week for additional 
study: 
 

• Pre reading and preparation 

• Wider reading to broaden their 
contextual knowledge and 
literary debate 

• Wider watching of lectures to 
deepen their analysis and 
debate 

• An essay to write consolidating 
their knowledge from the 
lessons 

In the second half of the term, as we 
move onto the non-examined 
assessment, students will set personal 
goals for their weekly study that they 
will be held to account for. 
 
In addition, in this term students will 
complete: 
 

 
The links discussed above 
in Term 1, will all remain 
relevant as we deepen and 
enhance the preparation 
for Paper 1: Love Through 
the Ages. 
 
In addition, students will 
make their own personal 
links with their prior study 
of English Literature, their 
other subjects at KS5, their 
own personal interests 
and perspectives, as the 
non-examined assessment 
demands they select their 
own texts, theme, area of 
study and drive and 
navigate their own 
exploration of literature. 



• Learn how to identify the notes needed for 
successful in depth study of the texts they have 
chosen 

• Enhance their research skills by conducting 
wider reading research into the texts of their 
choice 

• Develop their planning skills by creating their 
own essay question and creating a plan for the 
structure of their comparison debate 

 
Students will explore the key questions: 

• What connects poets and poetry across time, 
gender, and political spectrum? 

• What are the key debates about love? 

• What makes a powerful introduction? 

• How do I select material judiciously in my 
essays? 

• What makes a compelling conclusion? 

• What areas of Literature and themes intrigue 
me the most? 

• How do I best manage my time in coursework 
creation and in examinations? 

• What are the most effective methods of 
revision? 

 

1  A further essay on the 

Shakespeare text 

2 A further comparative essay of 
two unseen poems 

3 A comparative essay of ‘The 
Great Gatsby’ and the Pre 1900 
Love Poetry 

4 A plan of their non-examined 
assessment essay 

 

YEAR 12 
 
Term 3:   
Non Examined 
Assessment  drafting 
and revision of Paper 
1: Love Through the 
Ages 

In this term, the focus will move to revision and 
redrafting skills as students: 
 

• Complete their first draft of their NEA 
coursework essay, comparing a theme of their 
choice across texts of their choice. 

 

• Prepare and revise for their mock Paper 1: Love 
Through the Ages 

 
Students will explore the key questions: 
 

• How do I identify the gaps in my knowledge? 

• How can I revise to ensure I have a full, broad , 
secure knowledge of the texts? 

• What are the key debates about love? 

• What makes a powerful introduction? 

Key knowledge: 

• The debates about love 
across time 

• The features and 
conventions of literature 
across the literary canon 
and timeline 

• The conventions of 
courtship, love and 
marriage in different 
cultures and times 

• The plot, characters, 
structure, stagecraft, 
themes and debates of 
the Shakespeare text 
(Taming of the Shrew or 
Othello) 

Students are given  four key tasks to 
complete each week for additional 
study: 
 

• Pre reading and preparation 

• Wider reading to broaden their 
contextual knowledge and 
literary debate 

• Wider watching of lectures to 
deepen their analysis and 
debate 

• An essay to write consolidating 

their knowledge from the 

lessons 

This term students will set personal 
WRITING goals for their weekly study 
that they will be held to account for. 

The links to this term are 
as above in the prior two 
terms as this term is a 
consolidation of the 
learning in Term 1 and 2. 



• How do I select material judiciously in my 

essays? 

• What makes a compelling conclusion? 

• What areas of Literature and themes intrigue 

me the most? 

• How do I best manage my time in coursework 

creation and in examinations? 

• What are the most effective methods of 

revision? 

 

• The plot, characters, 
structure, , themes and 
debates of  ‘The Great 
Gatsby’ 

• The form, structure , 
language, themes and 
debates of the Pre 1900 
Love Poetry Anthology 

Key Skills: 

• To be able to plan, 
structure and create a 
perceptive response to a 
debate 

 

• To be able to manage 
time 

 

• To be able to set 
milestones and hold 
yourself to account 

 

• To be able to research, 
read and evaluate 
critical responses to 
texts 

 

• To be able to draft, edit, 
redraft and polish a 
piece of work over time 

 
In addition, in this term students will 
complete: 
 

1 A 3 hour mock paper on Love 
Through the Ages covering: 

o Section A: 
Shakespeare text 

o Section B: Comparison 
of unseen poetry 

o Section C: Comparison 
of an aspect of love in 
The Great Gatsby and 
the Pre 1900 Love 
Poetry 

2 A draft version of their 2,000 
word non-examined 
assessment comparative essay 
on texts of their choice 

   


