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TOPIC TITLE TOPIC OVERVIEW KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS ASSESSMENT WIDER LINKS 

YEAR 11 
Early Elizabethan England, 
1558-1588 
QUEEN, GOVERNMENT AND 
RELIGION 1558-69 AND THE 
START OF CHALLENGES TO 
ELIZABETH AT HOME AND 
ABROAD 1569-88 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module students will study: 
If you were 16 in 1558, when Elizabeth I 
became queen, you would have already 
outlived at least 21% of those born in 
the same year as you. In those 16 years, 
hundreds of people would have been 
put to death by the English government. 
It is likely that you would have heard 
about, or even witnessed, the agonies of 
those being burned alive for their 
religious beliefs. Holding religious beliefs 
different from the monarch’s was 
extremely dangerous. Since the reign of 
Henry VIII, religion in England had 
changed with every new king or queen. 
From November 1558, England’s religion 
was decided by Elizabeth I. Traitors 
faced execution. Elizabeth herself has 
been imprisoned as a traitor in the 
Tower of London in 1554. She was 
suspected of treason against her sister, 
Mary I. After becoming queen herself, 
Elizabeth often found her life threatened 
by plots. Elizabeth was 25 when she took 
the throne. Her first task was to secure 
her position as queen. To do so, she 
arranged her coronation for January 
1559 and then drew up plans for 
England’s religion. By doing these things, 
Elizabeth would be the ultimate source 
of political and religious power in 
England. 

Key Knowledge 

 Society in towns and 
England as a whole 

 Elizabeth’s 
government 

 The English 
Reformation 

 The Religious 
Settlement and 
reactions to it 

 The problem of Mary, 
Queen of Scots 

 The Revolt of the 
Northern Earls 

 The Ridolfi, 
Throckmorton and 
Babington Plots 

 The Execution of 
Mary, Queen of Scots 

Key Skills 

 Description 

 Identifying key 
features 

 Explanation 

 Evaluation 

Weekly 
40 Questions for Progressions 
Tests 

 These will take place weekly in 
class 

 Students are given 40 
questions with 40 answers that 
covers their Medicine Through 
Time GCSE topic, 40 Nazi 
Germany, 40 on the Cold War 
and 40 on the Elizabeth topic. 

 These will also be available to 
complete online on Show My 
Homework as quizzes to 
practice 

 Students will be given 10 out of 
the 40 questions each week in 
class to be tested on. 

Interim Assessment: 

 This will take place in Week 4 
of the module 

 Students will complete an 
exam style question in lesson 
time as part of an Everybody 
Writes task 

End of Module 
This will include: 

 Factual recall questions based 
on the entirety of the 
knowledge gained in this 
module 

 A description of key features 
GCSE style question 

 An ‘Explain why’ GCSE style 
question 

Literacy – how to write the 
perfect PEEL paragraph. Key 
historical terminology.  
 
Life Skills – pupils 
understanding of how life 
changes under different 
monarchs. Challenges against 
Elizabeth’s religious settlement 
in the form of revolts e.g. 
Revolt of the Northern Earls. 
 
Politics – an understanding of 
the structure of Elizabeth’s 
government and how much 
power each section had. 
 
Sociology – the study of society 
in the Elizabethan era and how 
this differs to today.  
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YEAR 11 
Module 2 – Early Elizabeth 
England GCSE topic and Mock 
Prep 
END OF CHALLENGES TO 
ELIZABETH AT HOME AND 
ABROAD, 1569-88, 
ELIZABETHAN SOCIETY IN THE 
AGE OF EXPLORATION 1558-88 
AND PREPARATION OF 
NOVEMBER MOCKS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module students will study: 
There will be a break in this module to 
allow some class time to prepare the 
students for their November mock 
exams. 
 
Elizabeth I faced many serious threats 
between 1569 and 1588, both from 
within England and from abroad. These 
threats were often linked. In northern 
England, Elizabeth faced threats from 
members of the nobility who, 
increasingly sympathetic to Mary, 
Queen of Scots and her Catholic cause, 
revolted in 1569. Elizabeth faced many 
other plots against her rule (and her life) 
during this time. Elsewhere, England’s 
failing relationship with Spain prompted 
Philip II of offer support to English 
Catholics plotting to remove Elizabeth 
from the throne. This rivalry was not just 
based on religion but also on trade and 
political power. This rivalry resulted in 
the Spanish Armada.  
 
Elizabeth’s reign was a time of 
expansion, with growth in many 
different areas of society and daily life. 
There were new territories to be 
conquered in the New World, where it 
was believed there were great fortunes 
to be made. Plays sports and games 
gave people a break from their worries 
and problems as poverty was a big 
problem.  

Key Knowledge 

 Why the relationship 
between Spain and 
England deteriorated 

 The Spanish Armada 

 Leisure and education 

 The problem of the 
poor 

 Exploration by Drake 
and Raleigh 

 The colonisation of 
Virginia 
 
 

Key Skills 

 Description 

 Identifying key 
features 

 Explanation 

 Evaluation 

Weekly 
40 Questions for Progressions 

Tests 
• These will take place weekly in 

class 
• Students are given 40 questions 

with 40 answers that covers 
their Medicine Through Time 
GCSE topic, 40 on the Weimar 
and Nazi Germany topic, 40 on 
the Cold War topic and 40 on 
the Elizabethan topic. 

• These will also be available to 
complete online on Show My 
Homework as quizzes to 
practice 

• Students will be given 10 out of 
the 40 questions each week in 
class to be tested on. 

Interim Assessment: 
• This will take place in Week 4 of 

the module 
• Students will complete an 

exam style question in lesson 
time as part of an Everybody 
Writes task. 

End of Module (MOCKS) 
This will include: 

 1 full mock paper on Medicine 
through time 

 1 full mock paper on Weimar 
and Nazi Germany 

 1 full mock paper on 
Superpower Relations and the 
Cold War 

Literacy – how to write the 
perfect PEEL paragraph. Key 
historical terminology.  
 
Life Skills – pupils 
understanding of how life 
changes under different 
monarchs. Challenges against 
Elizabeth’s religious settlement 
e.g. the Armada. 
 
Politics – an understanding of 
foreign policy issues. E.g with 
Spain 
 
Sociology – the study of society 
in the Elizabethan era and how 
this differs to today. E.g. 
leisure, education and poverty. 
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YEAR 11 
Module 3  
THE START OF EXAM REVISION 
– THE COLD WAR/NAZI 
GERMANY 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module students will study: 
This module will focus on the revision of 
the Cold War and the Nazi Germany 
topics that students studied in Year 10. 
 
There will be 1 lesson on each major 
area for students to embed this 
knowledge into their long term memory. 
It also allows students the time to go 
over any areas they are unsure of in 
preparation for their exams so that their 
personal revision is focused.  

Key Knowledge 

 The origins of the Cold 
War 

 The Cold War crises 

 The end of the Cold 
War 

 The Weimar Republic 

 Hitler’s Rise to Power 

 Nazi control and 
dictatorship 

 Life in Nazi Germany 
Key Skills 

 Explanation of 
consequences 

 Explanation of the 
importance of events 

 Construction of a 
narrative 

 Inference 

 Explanation 

 Usefulness of sources 

 Differences in 
interpretations 

 How far you agree 
with an interpretation 

 Evaluation 

Weekly 
40 Questions for Progressions 

Tests 
• These will take place weekly in 

class 
• Students are given 40 questions 

with 40 answers that covers 
their Medicine Through Time 
GCSE topic, 40 questions on the 
Weimar and Nazi Germany 
topic, 40 questions on their 
Cold War topic and 40 on their 
Elizabethan topic. 

• These will also be available to 
complete online on Show My 
Homework as quizzes to 
practice 

• Students will be given 10 out of 
the 40 questions each week in 
class to be tested on. 

Interim Assessment: 
• This will take place in Week 4 of 

the module 
•Students will complete an exam 

style question in lesson time as 
part of an Everybody Writes 
task. 

End of Module: 

 A full Paper 2 mock on the Cold 
War and the Elizabethan topics. 

Literacy – how to write the 
perfect PEEL paragraph. Key 
historical terminology. 
 
Politics – the understanding of 
ideological differences 
between Capitalism and 
Communism. The relationship 
and interactions between 
different leaders and how this 
can change. 
 
Sociology – the understanding 
of how life for people living in 
the different ideological and 
political systems impacts their 
lives.  
 
Life skills – the understanding 
of revolt and uprising against 
an oppressive regime.  
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YEAR 11  
Module 4  
CONTINUATION OF EXAM 
REVISION MEDICINE THROUGH 
TIME 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module students will study: 
This module will focus on the revision of 
any Nazi Germany topics unfinished and 
the Medicine Through Time topic 
studied in Year 9 and 10. 
 
There will be 1 lesson on each major 
area for students to embed this 
knowledge into their long term memory. 
It also allows students the time to go 
over any areas they are unsure of in 
preparation for their exams so that their 
personal revision is focused. 

Key Knowledge: 

 Causes of illness in the 
Medieval Era 

 Treatment of illness in the 
Medieval Era 

 Prevention if illness in the 
Medieval Era 

 The Black Death 

 Causes of illness in the 
Renaissance Era 

 Treatment of illness in the 
Renaissance Era 

 Prevention of illness in the 
Renaissance Era 

 William Harvey 

 The Great Plague, 1665 

 Causes of illness in the 
Industrial Era 

 Treatment of illness in the 
Industrial Era 

 Prevention of illness in the 
Industrial Era 

 Edward Jenner 

 John Snow 

 Causes of illness in the 
Modern Era 

 Treatment of illness in the 
Modern Era 

 Prevention of illness in the 
Modern Era 

 Lung Cancer 

 WWI battlefield medicine 
and surgery 

Key Skills: 

 Description 

Weekly 
40 Questions for Progressions 

Tests 
• These will take place weekly in 

class 
• Students are given 40 questions 

with 40 answers that covers 
their Medicine Through Time 
GCSE topic, 40 on the Weimar 
and Nazi Germany topic and 40 
on the Cold War topic. 

• These will also be available to 
complete online on Show My 
Homework as quizzes to 
practice 

• Students will be given 10 out of 
the 40 questions each week in 
class to be tested on. 

Interim Assessment: 
• This will take place in Week 4 of 

the module 
•Students will complete an exam 

style question in lesson time as 
part of an Everybody Writes 
task. 

End of Module (MOCK): 

 Full Paper 3 Nazi Germany 
mock 

Literacy – how to write the 
perfect PEEL paragraph. Key 
historical terminology. 
 
Life Skills – how doctors and 
physicians studied in each era 
 
Religious Studies – the power 
of the Christian Church over 
people’s everyday lives and the 
practice of medicine. 
 
Sociology – how people lived in 
each era and how this 
impacted their health. 
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 Identifying key features 

 Explanation 

 How to follow up an enquiry 
with sources 

 Usefulness of sources 

 Evaluation 

 Identifying similarities and 
differences 

YEAR 11 
Module 5  GCSE EXAMS BEGIN 
 
 
 
 

    


