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TOPIC TITLE TOPIC OVERVIEW KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS ASSESSMENT WIDER LINKS 

YEAR 10 
Weimar and Nazi Germany 
GCSE topic 
THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC 1918-
29 AND HITLER’S RISE TO 
POWER 1919-33 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module students will study: 
By November 1918 WWI had been going on 
for 4 years. The German Army was still 
deadlocked against the armies of the Allies. 
The Allies gradually gaining the upper hand, 
but Germany was still undefeated on the 
battlefield. However back at home, the 
German state was crumbling. 
Demonstrations, strikes, revolts and 
mutinies had broken out across the country. 
Between November 1918 and July 1919, in a 
series of events known as the German 
Revolution, the Kaiser abdicated and a new 
German state – the Weimar Republic – was 
formed. However, the new Republic was 
crippled from the start. It carried wounds 
inflicted for 4 years of warfare. It was 
resented by a large part of the German 
people. It was also governed under a flawed 
constitution. 
During this time a man named Adolf Hitler 
began his career in politics. In 1913 Hitler 
moved to Munich and soon after his life 
changed by WWI. He became a soldier and 
according to his commander, was brave, 
effective and conscientious. The defeat of 
Germany and the Treaty of Versailles were 
double blows for Hitler. Within 15 years, he 
was Chancellor of Germany, but how did he 
get there? 

Key Knowledge 

 The legacy of WWI on 
Germany 

 Early challenges to the 
Weimar Republic 

 The French Invasion of 
the Ruhr 

 Hyperinflation 

 Change to society in 
the Weimar Republic 

 Hitler’s early career in 
politics 

 The Munich Putsch 

 The ‘lean years’ of the 
Nazi Party 

 The Wall Street Crash 

 Hitler becomes 
Chancellor in 1933 

Key Skills 

 Inference 

 Analysing 
interpretations 

 Explanation 

 Usefulness of sources 

 Evaluation 

Weekly 
40 Questions for Progressions Tests 

 These will take place weekly in 
class 

 Students are given 40 questions 
with 40 answers that covers their 
Medicine Through Time GCSE 
topic and also 40 on Weimar and 
Nazi Germany. 

 These will also be available to 
complete online on Show My 
Homework as quizzes to practice 

 Students will be given 10 out of 
the 40 questions each week in 
class to be tested on. 

Interim Assessment: 

 This will take place in Week 4 of 
the module 

 Students will complete an exam 
style question in lesson time as 
part of an Everybody Writes task 

End of Module 
This will include: 

 Factual recall questions based on 
the entirety of the knowledge 
gained in this module 

 An inference style GCSE question 

 An ‘Explain why..’ GCSE style 
question 

 A difference between 
interpretations GCSE style 
question 

Literacy – how to write 
the perfect PEEL 
paragraph. Key historical 
terminology.  
 
Life Skills – pupils 
understanding of how 
life changes during war 
time. How a country is 
impacted when it loses a 
war. 
 
Politics – an 
understanding of the 
movement from a 
monarch to a republic. 
The workings of a 
constitution and the 
strengths and 
weaknesses of this.  
 
Sociology – the reactions 
of the German people to 
losing the war, the 
Treaty of Versailles and 
the new Weimar 
Republic e.g. the 
Spartacist Uprising and 
the Kapp Putsch. 
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YEAR 10 
Module 2 – Weimar and Nazi 
Germany GCSE topic 
NAZI CONTROL AND 
DICTATORSHIP, 1933-39 AND 
LIFE IN NAZI GERMANY, 1933-
39 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In this module students will study: 
In January 1933, Hitler was appointed 
Chancellor of Germany. At that time, Hitler 
was leader of a democratic state, whose 
people elected its leaders, and his power 
was limited by the Weimar Constitution. 
Hitler destroyed any opposition to his 
control of the Nazi Party with a purge 
involving deaths, without trial, of 400 
members of the party. He destroyed 
democracy in Germany, banning all other 
political parties and trade unions. By the end 
of 1934, he was a dictator, with almost 
complete personal power over the country. 
 
The final section of study is about the lives 
of ordinary Germans. For examples, what 
was work and marriage like for German 
women in Nazi Germany? What was life like 
for children in Nazi Germany – and how did 
the Nazis regard children? What was work 
and the quality of life like for ordinary 
Germans? Also what was life like for 
minority groups such as ‘gypsies’, Jews, 
Slavs, homosexuals and people with 
disabilities? 

Key Knowledge 

 The Reichstag Fire 

 The Enabling Act 

 The Night of the Long 
Knives 

 Propaganda 

 Censorship 

 The control of 
religious views 

 The control of the 
legal system 

 Life for women in Nazi 
Germany 

 Life for children in 
Nazi Germany 

 The standard of living 
in Nazi Germany 

 How life changes for 
minority groups in 
Nazi Germany 

Key Skills 

 Analysing 
interpretations 

 Explanation 

 Inference 

 Usefulness of sources 

 Evaluation 

 How far you agree 
with an interpretation 

Weekly 
40 Questions for Progressions Tests 
• These will take place weekly in class 
• Students are given 40 questions with 
40 answers that covers their Medicine 
Through Time GCSE topic and also 40 
on the Weimar and Nazi Germany 
topic. 
• These will also be available to 
complete online on Show My 
Homework as quizzes to practice 
• Students will be given 10 out of the 
40 questions each week in class to be 
tested on. 
Interim Assessment: 
• This will take place in Week 4 of the 
module 
• Students will complete an 
exam style question in lesson time as 
part of an Everybody Writes task. 
End of Module 
This will include: 

 Factual recall questions based 
on this module and the last 
module 

 An inference GCSE style exam 
question 

 Usefulness of sources GCSE 
style question 

 Differences in interpretations 
GCSE style question 

Literacy – how to write the 
perfect PEEL paragraph. Key 
historical terminology. 
 
 
Life Skills – pupils 
understanding of how life 
changes under different types 
of leadership. Also how 
discrimination took place on 
such a mass scale and why 
people let this happen. 
 
Politics – an understanding of 
the movement from a 
democracy to a dictatorship.  
 
Sociology – how life changes for 
German people with the new 
Nazi rules, especially for women 
and children. Also how life 
changes dramatically for 
minority groups.  
 
Religious Studies – the control 
of the Christian churches by the 
Nazis and the differences of 
treatment on the Catholics and 
Protestants. Also an 
understanding of the Jewish 
religion. 
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YEAR 10 
Module 3 – Superpower 
Relations and the Cold War 
GCSE topic  
THE ORIGINS OF THE COLD 
WAR 1941-58 AND THE START 
OF THE COLD WAR CRISES, 
1958-70 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module students will study: 
This module will begin with any Nazi 
Germany lessons that were not completed 
to be finished due to a variety of reasons. 
The Soviet Union and the USA were allies in 
the fight against Hitler’s Germany, but once 
the Second World War was over and there 
was no common enemy, the different 
political systems in the two countries made 
co-operation almost impossible. The 
communist Soviet Union and capitalist USA 
simply distrusted each other too much to 
remain on good terms. Instead they drifted 
into a ‘cold’ war.  
 
With relationships continuing to break down 
the world entered three Cold War Crises. 
Tension over control of Berlin and a 
mounting refugee crisis led Khrushchev to 
order the building of the Berlin Wall. When 
the Soviets based nuclear missiles on the 
island of Cuba, within striking distance of the 
US mainland, tension between the USA and 
USSR almost results in a nuclear war. Finally 
when the Soviet Union sent tanks into 
Czechoslovakia, to stop reforms that 
threatened Moscow, tensions reached 
boiling point.  

Key Knowledge 

 What was the Cold 
War? 

 Ideological differences 

 The Grand Alliance 

 The conferences of 
1943-45 

 Satellite states 

 The Truman Doctrine 
and the Marshall Plan 

 Cominform and 
Comecon 

 The Berlin Blockade 
1948 

 The Hungarian 
Uprising 1956 

 The Berlin Crisis 1958 

 The Cuban Missile 
Crisis 1961 

 The Soviet Invasion of 
Czechoslovakia 1968 

Key Skills 

 Explanation of 
consequences 

 Construction of a 
narrative account 

 Explanation of the 
importance of an 
event 

Weekly 
40 Questions for Progressions Tests 
• These will take place weekly in class 
• Students are given 40 questions with 
40 answers that covers their Medicine 
Through Time GCSE topic, 40 questions 
on the Weimar and Nazi Germany topic 
and 40 questions on their Cold War 
topic. 
• These will also be available to 
complete online on Show My 
Homework as quizzes to practice 
• Students will be given 10 out of the 
40 questions each week in class to be 
tested on. 
Interim Assessment: 
• This will take place in Week 4 of the 
module 
•Students will complete an exam style 
question in lesson time as part of an 
Everybody Writes task. 
End of Module: 

 Factual recall questions based 
on this module and last 
module 

 A ‘how far do you agree with 
the interpretation’ GCSE style 
question 

 

Literacy – how to write the 
perfect PEEL paragraph. Key 
historical terminology. 
 
Politics – the understanding of 
ideological differences between 
Capitalism and Communism. 
The relationship and 
interactions between different 
leaders and how this can 
change e.g. the death of 
Roosevelt and his replacement 
Truman. 
 
Sociology – the understanding 
of how life for people living in 
the different ideological 
systems impacts their lives. E.g. 
the suffering of shortages in the 
communist satellite states 
 
Life skills – the understanding 
of revolt and uprising against an 
oppressive regime e.g. the 
Hungarian Uprising. 
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YEAR 10 
Module 4 – Superpower 
relations and the Cold War 
GCSE topic 
END OF THE COLD WAR CRISES 
1958-70 AND THE END OF THE 
COLD WAR, 1970-91 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module students will study: 
This module will begin with any lessons on 
the Cold War crises being completed if not 
done in Module 3. 
 
The events in Berlin, Cuba and 
Czechoslovakia in the 1960s had highlighted 
just how far apart thinking was in Moscow 
and Washington. But one area where there 
was agreement was the nuclear the nuclear 
arms race threatened the future of mankind. 
This is one reason why the 1970s saw an 
attempt to improve relations through a 
policy known as détente. By the end of the 
decade, however, relations had once more 
deteriorated to a point where there was a 
‘Second Cold War’ as President Ronald 
Reagan took a much tougher approach 
towards the Soviet Union. When Mikhail 
Gorbachev became Soviet leader in 1985, he 
realised that this country could no longer 
afford the cost of the nuclear arms race and 
that radical changes were needed to how 
the Soviet Union was governed. Little did he 
realise that his policies would bring about, 
not only the end of the Cold War, but also 
the break-up of the Soviet Union. 

Key Knowledge: 

 Détente  

 The Soviet Invasion of 
Afghanistan 

 Ronald Reagan 

 SDI 

 Gorbachev’s policies 
of perestroika and 
glasnost 

 The break-up of the 
Eastern Bloc 

 The fall of the Soviet 
Union 

Key Skills: 

 Explanation of 
consequences 

 Construction of a 
narrative account 

 Explanation of the 
importance of an 
event. 

Weekly 
40 Questions for Progressions Tests 
• These will take place weekly in class 
• Students are given 40 questions with 
40 answers that covers their Medicine 
Through Time GCSE topic, 40 on the 
Weimar and Nazi Germany topic and 
40 on the Cold War topic. 
• These will also be available to 
complete online on Show My 
Homework as quizzes to practice 
• Students will be given 10 out of the 
40 questions each week in class to be 
tested on. 
Interim Assessment: 
• This will take place in Week 4 of the 
module 
•Students will complete an exam style 
question in lesson time as part of an 
Everybody Writes task. 
End of Module: 

 Factual recall questions based 
on this module and last two 
modules 

 An explanation of 
consequences GCSE style 
question 

 An explanation of the 
importance of an event GCSE 
style question 

Literacy – how to write the 
perfect PEEL paragraph. Key 
historical terminology. 
 
Politics – the understanding of 
ideological differences between 
Capitalism and Communism. 
The relationship and 
interactions between different 
leaders and how this can 
change e.g. Reagan and 
Gorbachev. 
 
Sociology – the understanding 
of how life for people living in 
the different ideological 
systems impacts their lives. E.g. 
the suffering of shortages in the 
communist satellite states and 
the Chernobyl disaster 
 
Life skills – the understanding 
of revolt and uprising against an 
oppressive regime e.g. when 
Gorbachev introduced small 
freedoms and countries took 
full independence 
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YEAR 10 
Module 5 –  MOCK PREP AND 
FOUNDATION ELIZABETH I 
BRIDGING LESSONS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module students will study: 
Students will be engaging in their summer 
mock series. Lesson time will be taken up 
with revision and preparing students for 
these first of all. 
 
When these are over students will engage in 
a foundation bridging term to prepare them 
for the topic of Early Elizabethan England 
when their return in September of Year 11. 
Students will gain an understanding of how 
and why Elizabeth suffered the problems 
she did in her early reign by revisiting all of 
the Tudor monarchs that came before her. 
These family members left a very confusing 
and tumultuous legacy for Elizabeth which 
she then needed to solve.  

Key Knowledge: 

 Henry VII 

 Henry VIII 

 Edward VI 

 Lady Jane Grey 

 Mary I 

  
Key Skills: 

 Inference 

 Explanation 

 Evaluation 

 Usefulness of sources 

 Identifying key 
features 

 Description 

 Explanation of 
consequences 

 Explanation of the 
importance of an 
event 

 Construction of a 
narrative account 

 Analysing differences 
in interpretations 

 How far you agree 
with interpretations 

 How you could follow 
up an enquiry with 
primary sources 

Weekly 
40 Questions for Progressions Tests 
• These will take place weekly in class 
• Students are given 40 questions with 
40 answers that covers their Medicine 
Through Time GCSE topic, 40 for 
Weimar and Nazi Germany and 40 for 
the Cold War. 
• These will also be available to 
complete online on Show My 
Homework as quizzes to practice 
• Students will be given 10 out of the 
40 questions each week in class to be 
tested on. 
Interim Assessment: 
• This will take place in Week 4 of the 
module 
•Students will complete an exam style 
question in lesson time as part of an 
Everybody Writes task. 
End of Module: 

 Factual recall questions based 
on this module and all 
previous module’s work 

 An essay GCSE style question  
 

Literacy – how to write the 
perfect PEEL paragraph. Key 
historical terminology. 
 
Religious Studies – the 
differences between the 
religions in which the monarchs 
chose to rule. The break with 
Rome and why this was a huge 
decision. 
 
Life Skills – how the issue of 
marriage, divorce and a male 
heir played such a huge part in 
the lives of people who lived. 
Also the inequality between 
men and women in this era e.g. 
the fear of having a female 
monarch. 


