
 

 
 
25 February 2021 
 
Dear Year 13 Student and Parent/Carer 
 
I hope that you are all safe and well. You will have seen the communication from Ms Honnor regarding 
the return to school from the week commencing 8th March, which is good news. 
 

Today, you may have seen that the Education Secretary shared extra information regarding what will 
replace the Summer examination series: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/teacher-assessed-
grades-for-students. 
 
The four key pieces of information highlighted are: 
 

1. Centres will be able to draw on a range of evidence when determining grades, including the 
optional use of questions provided by exam boards, as well as mock exams, coursework, or 
other work completed as part of a pupil’s course, such as essays or in-class tests. No algorithm 
will be used. 

2. Centres will submit grades to exam boards by 18 June, allowing as much teaching time as 
possible before assessments are made. 

3. Results days for GCSE, A level and some vocational qualifications will take place in the week 
of 9 August – moved forward from the week of the 23 August. 

4. To support centres in making their judgements, exam boards will provide detailed guidance 
before the end of the spring term, at which point we will update you further. 

 
As a school we are reviewing this announcement and the detailed guidance that will be released 
during the course of this term. As we are able to, we will release timeframes for any planned 
assessments that will support the other evidence that we are able to draw on.  
 

The coming weeks and months are crucial for all Year 13 students across the country as the majority 
of the evidence for these teacher assessed grades are likely to be from this period – previous work 
can be used as evidence, but work completed earlier in the course is usually of a lower level than work 
produced towards the end of a course. It is imperative that all Year 13 students understand the 
importance of the work that they complete during each and every lesson, and all class assessments. 
During our re-induction back to school we will support all of our students to return to the classroom 
setting and build their confidence so that they are able to work and achieve their very best. 
 

Although we know that schools will need to submit grades to the exam boards by the 18 June, the 
Government has not announced when the academic year will end for Year 13 students. Therefore we 
are not in a position to confirm when the last day for Year 13 will be yet; as soon as we can, we will 
share this with parents and students.  
 

If you have any concerns or queries please do not hesitate to contact any member of the Sixth Form 
team. We know that by working together, students will achieve the outcomes they are capable of. 
 

Yours sincerely 
Ben Pearce 
Deputy Headteacher 
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