
Remote learning Curriculum Map: Half term 2 Nov-Dec 

Year group 10 Subject 
Music 

Learning Outcome: identify and describe the contributing traits of 2 contrasting musical styles 

Title Link/Instruction 
Part 1 1) Learners will consider the economical/political/social climate that led to the inception of the chosen 

style.  
For example, Rock ‘n’ Roll Music - Rock ‘n’ Roll influenced lifestyles, fashion, attitudes, and language in 
1950’s America. In addition, rock ‘n’ roll contributed to the civil rights movement, because both African-
American and white American teenagers enjoyed the music.  

 
Rap Music – is a genre developed in the United States by inner-city African Americans and Latino 
Americans in the late 1970s. It developed as part of hip hop culture, defined by four key stylistic 
elements:  
1) MCing/rapping     
2) DJing/scratching with turntables 3) break dancing 4) writing. Other elements include sampling beats 
or bass lines from records and rhythmic beatboxing. It has also become a voice for ‘social oppression’. 

 
2) Learners will select prominent artists/band/producers that accurately illustrate the chosen style. 

For example, Rock Music – important artists could include Elvis Presley, Led Zeppelin, Foo fighters. 
Rap Music - important artists could include Public Enemy, Grandmaster Flash, Jay Z and Eminem. 
 

3) Learners will select seminal recordings/performances/events that accurately relate to, and illustrate 
the chosen style.  

For Example, Rock Music – a seminal recording could be; Chuck Berry, Johnny B Goode. 
Rap Music - a seminal recording could be; Grandmaster Flash and the Furious Five, the     Message. 
 

4) Learners will provide examples of imagery and fashion describing how they were used and to what 
effect.  

   
5) A list of possible musical styles you can chose from: 

a) Blues. 
b) Jazz. 
c) Country. 
d) Rock. 
e) R ‘n’ B. 
f) Funk. 
g) Punk. 
h) Rap. 
i) Pop. 
j) Electronica. 

 The musical elements must draw comparisons across the 2 chosen styles to demonstrate the different 
musical elements that may be present. For example: 
 

1) Tonality (major, minor): Comparison between the tonality of a typical Rock song compared with a 
hip hop piece. 

2) Tempo (The speed of music): Comparison between the tempos of a typical Rock song compared 
with a hip hop piece. 



3) Instrumentation: Comparison of the instrumentation present on a Rock song compared to a Hip 
Hop track. 

4) Lyrical Content: Comparison of a Rock song lyric against a Hip Hop lyric. 
5) Production sound ; Comparison between the production sound of a typical Rock song c0mpared 

with a hip-hop piece. 

Learning Outcome. 
 
The learner will be able to: 

1. Identify and describe contrasting musical styles. 
2. Recognize and discuss key musical elements. 

Important notes: 
 Total written evidence for this learning outcome must not exceed 1500 words. 
 Total audio/visual evidence for this learning outcome must not exceed 10 minutes. 

Title Link/Instruction 
1.1 Describe the contributing traits of 2 contrasting contemporary musical styles through 

consideration of:  

a) The factors that influenced its inception. 
b) Significant artists/bands/producers. 
c) Important recordings/performances/events. 
d) Imagery and fashion associated with the style. 

2.1 Listen to a piece, recognizing and discussing the      following musical elements. 

a) Tonality. 
b) Tempo. 
c) Instrumentation. 
d) Lyrical content (where applicable). 
e) Production techniques. 

 

 

Glossary. 

1) Style = the style or genre of music (blues, rap, country are 3 examples of different musical styles). 
2) Inception = how the style/genre was formed, this can relate to styles, substyles or revivals. 
3) Significant = an artist/band/producer that is either prominent with the style or has in some way 

contributed to its evolution. 
4) Important = a recording that received commercial, cultural or innovative recognition. 
5) Imagery = album covers associated artwork, artist/band/producer stage appearance. 
6) Fashion = clothing/accessories associated with the style. Worn or referenced by either 

artist//band/producers or fans. 
7) Musical elements = the components that are present within the selected musical piece these 

consists of the following: 
8) Tonality = major, minor, tonal, atonal, modulation (change key), relative major/minor. 
9) Tempo = the BPM (beats per minute) of the given piece of music, simple and compound time. 



10) Instrumentation = the instrumentation present within the given piece of music, e.g. the Beatles – 
drums, bass, rhythm guitar, lead guitar, vocal, vocal backing. 

11) Lyrical content = the lyrical message of the track or specific language used. 
12) Production Techniques = the use of production during the recording process or applied afterward. 

This can consist of, but is not limited to: 
a) Panning = the way the track is presented in stereo sound (the balance between left and right 

speakers). Are different instruments or vocals more prominent on one side of the recording 
(e.g. left speaker). 

b) Mix Levels = how the track is mixed, i.e. the relative volumes of each instrument or vocal. 
c) EQ = how the tone of instruments is sculptured to enhance or change them. 

 
d) Effects = how processes are added to sounds to alter their characteristics – reverb, delay, 

chorus, compressor, stereo spread etc. 

RSL: Level 2 Certificate in Performance - Help sheet. 

Unit No.101. Music Knowledge/Development. 

Learning Outcome. The learner will be able to: recognize and discuss key musical elements. 

 
1) Tonality - major Key (bright, happy, daylight), Minor key (dark, sad, night time). Blues scale (used 

in blues music). Modulation (Does the music change key e.g. from C major to G major), Primary 
chords (Tonic= (I), Subdominant (IV), Dominant (V). 

2) Tempo – Adagio (slow), Andante (walking Pace), Moderato (moderate, Allegro (fast), Presto (very 
fast). Bpm (Beats per minute e.g. 100 bpm. Simple time = 2/4, 3/4, 4/4. Compound time = 6/8, 9/8, 
12/8. 

3) Instrumentation – typical instruments used: voice; vocal backing; lead guitar (guitar solos) rhythm 
guitar (playing chords); bass; piano; saxophones (solo instrument); horn section (saxophones and 
trumpets); drums. 

4) Lyrical content (words to the songs – the chorus words normally stay the same, the words to the 
verses normally change e.g. 1st verse, 2nd verse etc.). 

5) Production techniques - A recording studio is a specialized facility for sound recording, mixing, 
and audio production of instrumental or vocal musical performances. 
In the 1960s – most ‘pop’ music was recorded live in a single take.  In the 1970s – multi –tracking 
was introduced (You could record instruments/voices separately at different times on different 
tracks). 
 

Effects used in a recording studio – 1) reverb 2) echo 3) compressor. 

RSL: Level 2 Certificate in Performance - Analysis Sheet. 

Unit No.101. Music Knowledge/Development. 

 

 

 

 



Learning Outcome. The learner will be able to: recognize and discuss key musical elements. 

Name of the song: 

1) What is the Tonality? 
 
  
 

2) What is the Tempo?  
 
 
  

3) What is the Instrumentation? 
 
 

  

  
4) What is the Lyrical content? 

 
 
 

  

 
5) What Production techniques are used?  

 

 

Grading Criteria. 

To achieve a Distinction, learners should: 

1.1. Comprehensively Describe the contributing traits of 2 contrasting contemporary musical styles 
through consideration of: 

a) The factors that influenced its inception. 
b) Significant artists/bands/producers. 
c) Important recordings/performances/events. 
d) Imagery and fashion associated with the style. 

2.1.   Display the ability to accurately recognize and discuss insightfully at least 4 of the following musical 
elements. 

a) Tonality. 

b) Tempo. 

c)  Instrumentation. 

d) Lyrical content (where applicable). 

e) Production techniques 


