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TOPIC TITLE TOPIC OVERVIEW KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS ASSESSMENT WIDER LINKS 

YEAR 9 
Module 1 
Crime and Punishment 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module: 
This theme is about law 
and order. It is about 
what we mean by crime, 
why people commit 
crimes, including the idea 
of evil people and 
actions, and the way 
society deals with 
offenders. It looks at the 
impact of crimes, the 
suffering they cause, and 
how we should help 
victims of crime. It is also 
about why we punish 
offenders and the debate 
about the death penalty. 
Key to the theme are 
religious teachings and 
beliefs about human 
nature, repentance and 
forgiveness  

Key Knowledge 
-Types of Crime 
-Causes of Crime 
-Good and Evil 
-Worst Crimes to 
Commit 
-Aims of Punishments 
-Suffering 
-Forgiveness for 
Criminals 
- Treatment of Criminals 
(UK Justice System) 
-Prisons 
-Community Service vs 
Corporal Punishment 
-Death Penalty 
Key Skills 

 Explanation 

 Chronology 

 Description 

 Empathy 

 Comparison 

 Evaluation 

 Prioritisation 

 Justification 

 Recall of 
knowledge 

 PEEL paragraph 

Weekly 
40 Questions for Progressions Tests 
-These will take place weekly in class 
-Students are given 40 questions with 40 
answers that covers the content studied in 
Module 1.  
-These will also be available to complete online 
on Show My Homework as quizzes to practice 
-Students will be given 10 out of the 40 
questions each week in class to be tested on. 
Consolidation Homework 
Students are given key words and knowledge 
each week to revise their understanding of 
topics learned in lesson. They are also given 
extension tasks to develop their understanding 
Interim 
Students are given a GCSE question to complete 
half way through the module to track their 
understanding of the knowledge and skill  
End of Module 
This assessment is made up of three sections: 
1)Recall of key knowledge (these questions are 
based on the entirety of the knowledge gained 
in the module) 
2) Description of religious beliefs towards Crime 
and Punishment 
3)Essay style question (this encourages students 
to create a balanced argument drawing upon 
what they’ve learned in the module.  

Literacy – Students will be 
introduced to GCSE questions 
and given writing frames to help 
them answer them effectively.  
 
 
Life Skills- Students will be able 
to incorporate the knowledge 
acquired from Life Skills lessons 
into RS ones because they will 
have discussed similar concepts 
and justice systems 
 
Numeracy- Students will have to 
incorporate crime statistics 
effectively in essays and be able 
to measure them confidently to 
other types of statistics 
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YEAR 9 
Module 2 –War, Peace 
and Conflict 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module: 
The first part of this 
theme considers the 
religious concepts 
relating to violence, 
terrorism and war. 
Students will learn about 
key concepts of peace, 
justice, forgiveness and 
reconciliation, and the 
religious beliefs and 
teaching about these. 
Students will also explore 
religious beliefs about 
violence and terrorism, 
both of which some 
religious people are 
involved in. Students 
need to look at beliefs 
and teachings about war 
itself and attitudes to 
fighting war. Students will 
look at how religion 
causes conflict and 
religious attitudes 
towards nuclear war. 
Students will also learn 
about religious 

Key Knowledge 
-Forgiveness and 
Reconciliation 
-Violent Protest 
-Terrorism 
-Reasons for war 
- Religion as a cause of 
war and violence 
- Holy wars and Just wars 
-Victims of war 
-Weapons of mass 
destruction and nuclear 
arms 
-The role of religion in 
21st c war and peace 
-Peace and Pacifism 
-The Golden Rule 
Key Skills 

 Comparison 

 Chronology 

 Evaluation 

 Prioritisation 

 Explanation 

 PEEL paragraph 
writing 

 Description 

 Recall of 
knowledge 

 Justification 

Weekly 
40 Questions for Progressions Tests 
-These will take place weekly in class 
-Students are given 40 questions with 40 
answers that covers the content studied in 
Module 1.  
-These will also be available to complete online 
on Show My Homework as quizzes to practice 
-Students will be given 10 out of the 40 
questions each week in class to be tested on. 
Consolidation Homework 
Students are given key words and knowledge 
each week to revise their understanding of 
topics learned in lesson. They are also given 
extension tasks to develop their understanding 
Interim 
Students are given a GCSE question to complete 
half way through the module to track their 
understanding of the knowledge and skill  
End of Module 
This assessment is made up of three sections: 
1)Recall of key knowledge (these questions are 
based on the entirety of the knowledge gained 
in the module) 
2) Description of religious beliefs towards War, 
Peace and Conflict 
3)Essay style question (this encourages students 
to create a balanced argument drawing upon 
what they’ve learned in the module. 

Literacy – In this module, students 
will concentrate on improving their 
ability to create effective and 
balanced argument arguments. 
Writing frames will be in place to 
help students become stronger and 
more confident writers but parts of 
the writing frame will be taken 
away slowly. Key terminology will 
be used, particularly religious 
scripture.  
 
 
History- Students will have already 
learned about the Holocaust and 
the causes of hatred and divisions 
in society.  
 
Life Skills – Students will build upon 
their life skills lessons as British 
Values play a large role this module 
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YEAR 9 
Module 3 – Relationships 
and families 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module: 
In this theme students 
learn about personal and 
sexual relationships, 
including heterosexual 
and homosexual 
relationships. Students 
will explore how people 
show their commitment 
through marriage and 
other forms of 
cohabitation and what 
the family in the twenty-
first century look like. 
Sometimes relationships 
end, so the theme also 
explores divorce as well 
as remarriage. Finally 
students will study 
gender equality, 
particularly in the context 
of roles in the home, but 
also in society 

Key Knowledge 
-Sexuality 
-Contraception and Family 
Planning 
-Marriage 
-Nature of Family 
- Christian Wedding 
-Buddhist Wedding 
-Cohabitation and same-
sex marriage 
-Purpose of the Family 
-Divorce 
-Remarriage 
-Gender Prejudice 
Key Skills 

 Inference 

 Comparison 

 Chronology 

 Evaluation 

 Prioritisation 

 Explanation 

 PEEL paragraph 
writing 

 Description 

 Recall of 
knowledge 

 Justification 

 Similarities and 
Differences 

Weekly 
40 Questions for Progressions Tests 
-These will take place weekly in class 
-Students are given 40 questions with 40 
answers that covers the content studied in 
Module 1.  
-These will also be available to complete online 
on Show My Homework as quizzes to practice 
-Students will be given 10 out of the 40 
questions each week in class to be tested on. 
Consolidation Homework 
Students are given key words and knowledge 
each week to revise their understanding of 
topics learned in lesson. They are also given 
extension tasks to develop their understanding 
Interim 
Students are given a GCSE question to complete 
half way through the module to track their 
understanding of the knowledge and skill  
End of Module 
This assessment is made up of three sections: 
1)Recall of key knowledge (these questions are 
based on the entirety of the knowledge gained 
in the module) 
2) Description of religious beliefs towards 
Relationships and Families 
3)Essay style question (this encourages students 
to create a balanced argument drawing upon 
what they’ve learned in the module. 

Literacy – Students continue to 
build on their ability to create 
effective arguments. Writing 
frames will start to be taken away 
to encourage students to be more 
independent learners. Students will 
read more model answers/ 
paragraphs to view effective ways 
to write essays. Key terminology 
will continue to be used. Students 
will also develop their ability to 
take notes from a documentary as 
this a key skill they will need during 
this course 
 
 
Life Skills-  Life Skills- In this subject, 
students  discuss RSE themes and 
these are revisited in module 4 of 
Religious Studies. Students are also 
introduced to sexuality and 
equality in this subject which will 
help them with their arguments in 
RS. 
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YEAR 9 
Module 4 – The Sanctity of 
Life 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module: 
In this theme, students will 
be thinking about science 
and religion; how they 
compare and how they 
clash, especially on ideas 
about the origins of the 
universe and life. This leads 
logically to the other parts 
of the theme as, secondly 
students will think about 
the value of the world, 
including environmental 
issues and animal rights. 
Finally, students will 
consider the value of 
human life, including the 
issues of euthanasia and 
abortion 

Key Knowledge: 
-Science Truth vs Religious 
Truth 
-Origins of the Universe 
and Life 
-Charles Darwin and 
Evolution 
-The Genesis Creation Story 
-Science…Religion…Both 
Comparing Theories 
-The Value of the World 
-Abuse of the Environment 
-Deforestation 
-Use and Abuse of Natural 
Resources 
-Animals and Animal Rights 
-Animal Experimentation 
-Use of Animals for Food 
-Abortion 
-Right to Die 
Key Skills: 

 Inference 

 Comparison 

 Chronology 

 Evaluation 

 Prioritisation 

 Explanation 

 Description 

 Recall of 
knowledge 

 Justification 

 Similarities and 
Differences 

Weekly 
40 Questions for Progressions Tests 
-These will take place weekly in class 
-Students are given 40 questions with 40 
answers that covers the content studied in 
Module 1.  
-These will also be available to complete online 
on Show My Homework as quizzes to practice 
-Students will be given 10 out of the 40 
questions each week in class to be tested on. 
Consolidation Homework 
Students are given key words and knowledge 
each week to revise their understanding of 
topics learned in lesson. They are also given 
extension tasks to develop their understanding 
Interim 
Students are given a GCSE question to complete 
half way through the module to track their 
understanding of the knowledge and skill  
End of Module 
This assessment is made up of three sections: 
1)Recall of key knowledge (these questions are 
based on the entirety of the knowledge gained 
in the module) 
2) Description of religious beliefs towards the 
sanctity of life 
3)Essay style question (this encourages students 
to create a balanced argument drawing upon 
what they’ve learned in the module.) 

Literacy – Students continue to 
build on their ability to create 
effective arguments. Writing 
frames will be taken so students 
become more confident creating 
their own arguments. In order to 
develop their ability to write well, 
students will watch TED talks to 
identify different parts of the 
argument. Students will 
incorporate these critical thinking 
skills into their own work. Key 
terminology will continue to be 
used.  
 
Life Skills- In this subject, students 
will have already discussed 
controversies surrounding the 
sanctity of life (KS3) 
 
Science- Students will be discussing 
the ideas relating to evolution as 
well as ethics linked to medicine 
 
Geography- Students will be 
learning about the abuse of the 
environment and resources which 
links to modules learned at KS3 and 
KS4 Geography 
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YEAR 9 
Module 5 – Human Rights 
and Social Justice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module: 
In this theme students will 
learn about what human 
rights are, why we should 
have them and how 
religious people may view 
them. From this comes the 
issue prejudice- what it is 
and why it may happen; 
religious attitudes to 
prejudice and 
discrimination, both 
generally and in specific 
situations. Finally, students 
will study poverty, both in 
the UK and across the 
world; why there is poverty; 
exploitation of the poor; 
religious attitudes to 
poverty and to helping 
those in poverty, These 
themes can be viewed 
through the idea of human 
rights and social justice- 
that society should be a fair 
place, and those who are 
victims must be helped and 
protected 

Key Knowledge: 
-Social Justice 
-What do we mean by 
Human Rights? 
-The UN Declaration of 
Human Rights 
Key Skills: 

 Inference 

 Comparison 

 Chronology 

 Evaluation 

 Prioritisation 

 Explanation 

 PEEL paragraph 
writing 

 Description 

 Recall of 
knowledge 

 Justification 
 Similarities and 

Differences 

Weekly 
40 Questions for Progressions Tests 
-These will take place weekly in class 
-Students are given 40 questions with 40 
answers that covers the content studied in 
Module 1.  
-These will also be available to complete online 
on Show My Homework as quizzes to practice 
-Students will be given 10 out of the 40 
questions each week in class to be tested on. 
Consolidation Homework 
Students are given key words and knowledge 
each week to revise their understanding of 
topics learned in lesson. They are also given 
extension tasks to develop their understanding 
Interim 
Students are given a GCSE question to complete 
half way through the module to track their 
understanding of the knowledge and skill  
 

End of Module Presentation 
-Students will carry out research about a 
story in the news that links into one of the 
themes they have studied in Year 9. They 
will need to consider how different religions 
would respond to the news story and apply 
the knowledge they have learned from the 
year to the ethics surrounding the sroties 
 

Literacy – Students will 
concentrate on building their 
oracy skills this module. They 
will take inspiration from 
speakers on TED talks as well as 
other performers to think about 
how they will construct their 
presentation. This will build 
their confidence and help them 
consider the ways their body 
language and speech can convey 
messages. Key terminology will 
continue to be used 
 
Drama- Students will develop 
public speaking and the way 
they ‘perform’ speeches to their 
peers 
 
Life Skills- Students look at 
similar themes in relation to 
human rights. They can 
incorporate any examples 
they’ve acquired from this 
subject into longer written 
essays 
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