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TOPIC TITLE TOPIC OVERVIEW KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS ASSESSMENT WIDER LINKS 

YEAR 8 
Module 1 
What are the ethics 
surrounding crime and 
punishment in today’s 
society? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module: 
Students are introduced 
to ethics and what 
constitutes a ‘right’ or 
‘wrong’ decision. 
Students will enhance 
their debating skills by 
considering both 
arguments for capital 
punishment. Students will 
also consider how 
effective the justice 
system is in Britain and 
compare it to that of the 
American system. 
Students will consider 
how various religions 
view crime and 
punishment and how 
they use their beliefs to 
guide their decisions. 
Students will look at loop 
holes in certain laws and 
how this can contradict 
our human rights 

Key Knowledge 
-Ethics and morals in 
today’s society 
-Causes of crime 
-Punishments 
-Controversy 
surrounding 
punishments 
- Prison System 
-Forgiveness 
Key Skills 

 Explanation 

 Chronology 

 Description 

 Empathy 

 Comparison 

 Evaluation 

 Prioritisation 

 Justification 

 Recall of 
knowledge 

 PEEL paragraph 

Weekly 
80 Questions for Progressions Tests 
-These will take place weekly in class 
-Students are given 40 questions with 40 
answers that covers Modules 1-5 of their 
Year 7 study. They will also be given 40 
questions with 40 answers that covers 
Modules 1-5 of their Year 8 study 
-These will also be available to complete 
online on Show My Homework as quizzes to 
practice 
-Students will be given 10 out of the 40 
questions each week in class to be tested 
on. 
End of Module 
This assessment is made up of three 
sections: 
1)Recall of key knowledge (these questions 
are based on the entirety of the knowledge 
gained in the module) 
2)Description of religious beliefs (this is one 
question that requires students to describe 
how two religions view crime and 
punishment) 
3)Essay style question (this encourages 
students to create a balanced argument 
drawing upon what they’ve learned in the 
module. They will be encouraged to refer to 
scripture)  

Literacy – Students will continue 
to build upon the oracy skills 
they learned in Year 7 by taking 
part in class debates. Students 
will then use these skills to 
incorporate into their written 
work. Students will be 
introduced to GCSE style 
questions and given sentence 
starters to help them 
understand how to answer it 
effectively.  
 
 
Life Skills- Students will be able 
to incorporate the knowledge 
acquired from Life Skills lessons 
into RS ones because they will 
have discussed similar concepts 
and justice systems 
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YEAR 8 
Module 2 –What are the 
ethics surrounding 
extremism and how 
people should respond? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module: 
Students are introduced 
to the definition of 
extremism and how some 
can be used as forces for 
good and progress whilst 
others can be used to 
spread hate. Students will 
study different forms of 
terrorism including the 
Irish Troubles and recent 
attacks on Britain and the 
USA. Students will study 
the ways that religious 
groups have responded 
to these. Students will 
debate the best way to 
respond to terrorism and 
how to defeat global 
hatred. 

Key Knowledge 
-What is extremism? 
-The Irish Troubles 
-Al Qaeda and the 9/11 
attack 
-ISIS and the Manchester 
and London Bride attacks 
-Unity and tolerance 
Key Skills 

 Comparison 

 Chronology 

 Evaluation 

 Prioritisation 

 Explanation 

 PEEL paragraph 
writing 

 Description 

 Recall of 
knowledge 

 Justification 

Weekly 
80 Questions for Progressions Tests 
-These will take place weekly in class 
-Students are given 40 questions with 40 
answers that covers Modules 1-5 of their 
Year 7 study. They will also be given 40 
questions with 40 answers that covers 
Modules 1-5 of their Year 8 study 
-These will also be available to complete 
online on Show My Homework as quizzes to 
practice 
-Students will be given 10 out of the 40 
questions each week in class to be tested 
on. 
End of Module 
This assessment is made up of three 
sections: 
1)Recall of key knowledge (these questions 
are based on the entirety of the knowledge 
gained in the module) 
2)Description of religious beliefs (this is one 
question that requires students to describe 
how two religions view extremism) 
3)Essay style question (this encourages 
students to create a balanced argument 
drawing upon what they’ve learned in the 
module. They will be encouraged to refer to 
scripture)  

Literacy – In this module, students 
will concentrate on improving their 
ability to create effective and 
balanced argument arguments. 
Writing frames will be in place to 
help students become stronger and 
more confident writers. Key 
terminology will be used, 
particularly religious scripture.  
 
 
History- Students in year 8 learn 
about the Holocaust and this RS 
module introduces students to the 
causes of hatred and divisions in 
society. In addition, this module 
students will look at the Irish 
troubles which is an aspect 
students can choose to study at A 
Level History 
 
Life Skills – Students will build upon 
their life skills lessons as British 
Values play a large role in Module 2 
of RS. 
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YEAR 8 
Module 3 – What are the 
ethics surrounding war 
and conflict? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module: 
Students will be 
introduced to the idea of 
a ‘just’ war and if any 
form of conflict can ever 
be properly justified. 
Students will look at a 
variety of causes of war 
including religion, 
political ideals and 
protection of others. 
Students will learn how 
other religions view the 
use of war and will 
consider how similar they 
are. Students will 
consider the role that 
pacifism plays in world 
conflicts and if punishing 
their actions is justified. 
Students will look at a 
number of conflicts and 
decide if one was more 
‘just’ than another. 

Key Knowledge 
-Why do wars break out? 
-The Crusades 
-The Gulf War 
-WWII 
-Maintaining peace after 
conflict 
Key Skills 

 Inference 

 Comparison 

 Chronology 

 Evaluation 

 Prioritisation 

 Explanation 

 PEEL paragraph 
writing 

 Description 

 Recall of 
knowledge 

 Justification 

 Similarities and 
Differences 

Weekly 
80 Questions for Progressions Tests 
-These will take place weekly in class 
-Students are given 40 questions with 40 
answers that covers Modules 1-5 of their 
Year 7 study. They will also be given 40 
questions with 40 answers that covers 
Modules 1-5 of their Year 8 study 
-These will also be available to complete 
online on Show My Homework as quizzes to 
practice 
-Students will be given 10 out of the 40 
questions each week in class to be tested 
on. 
End of Module 
This assessment is made up of three 
sections: 
1)Recall of key knowledge (these questions 
are based on the entirety of the knowledge 
gained in the module) 
2)Description of religious beliefs (this is one 
question that requires students to describe 
how two religions view war and conflict) 
3)Essay style question (this encourages 
students to create a balanced argument 
drawing upon what they’ve learned in the 
module. They will be encouraged to refer to 
scripture)  

Literacy – Students continue to 
build on their ability to create 
effective arguments. Writing 
frames will start to be taken away 
to encourage students to be more 
independent learners. Students will 
read more model answers/ 
paragraphs to view effective ways 
to write essays. Key terminology 
will continue to be used. Students 
will also develop their ability to 
take notes from a documentary as 
this a key skill they will need at 
GCSE level and above 
 
History- Students will have already 
learned about the crusades in year 
7 module 4 of History. They will be 
learning about WWII in module 5 
of y8 history 
 
Media- Students will study how 
propaganda is used to justify 
conflict 
 
Life Skills- In this subject, students 
learn about respecting one 
another. Students will study 
conflicts that have started because 
of a lack of respect and 
discrimination.  
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YEAR 8 
Module 4 – What are the 
ethics surrounding a 
‘correct’ relationship? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module: 
Students will be introduced 
to different forms of 
relationships and how 
religions have contrasting 
opinions about them. 
Students will look at varying 
types of families that exist 
within the UK in 2020. 
Students will track the 
progress that society has 
made in terms of tolerating 
other people’s differences. 
Students will start to link 
this module with previous 
knowledge they have 
learned about war, 
extremism and crime 
(previous modules in y8 RS). 
They will start to consider 
what the term ‘equality’ 
means and if religions 
interpret that word in 
different ways. 

Key Knowledge: 
-What is a ‘healthy’ 
relationship? 
-Contraception and Family 
Planning 
-Different Relationships 
(LGBTQ+) 
- Gender Equality 
-Marriage 
Key Skills: 

 Inference 

 Comparison 

 Chronology 

 Evaluation 

 Prioritisation 

 Explanation 

 PEEL paragraph 
writing 

 Description 

 Recall of 
knowledge 

 Justification 

 Similarities and 
Differences 

Weekly 
80 Questions for Progressions Tests 
-These will take place weekly in class 
-Students are given 40 questions with 40 
answers that covers Modules 1-5 of their 
Year 7 study. They will also be given 40 
questions with 40 answers that covers 
Modules 1-5 of their Year 8 study 
-These will also be available to complete 
online on Show My Homework as quizzes to 
practice 
-Students will be given 10 out of the 40 
questions each week in class to be tested 
on. 
End of Module 
This assessment is made up of three 
sections: 
1)Recall of key knowledge (these questions 
are based on the entirety of the knowledge 
gained in the module) 
2)Description of religious beliefs (this is one 
question that requires students to describe 
how two religions view relationships) 
3)Essay style question (this encourages 
students to create a balanced argument 
drawing upon what they’ve learned in the 
module. They will be encouraged to refer to 
scripture) 

Literacy – Students continue to 
build on their ability to create 
effective arguments. Writing 
frames will be taken so students 
become more confident creating 
their own arguments. In order to 
develop their ability to write well, 
students will watch TED talks to 
identify different parts of the 
argument. Students will 
incorporate these critical thinking 
skills into their own work. Key 
terminology will continue to be 
used.  
 
Life Skills- In this subject, students  
discuss RSE themes and these are 
revisited in module 4 of Religious 
Studies. Students are also 
introduced to sexuality and 
equality in this subject which will 
help them with their arguments in 
RS. 
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YEAR 8 
Module 5 – What are the 
ethics surrounding the 
sanctity of life? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module: 
Students will be 
introduced to the idea of 
a ‘perfect ’life and what 
constitutes a happy life. 
Students will consider 
who has the right to end 
a life and also start to 
make links to themes 
discussed in module 1 
(Capital Punishment). 
Students will study the 
differing opinions that 
religions have about life. 
They will use knowledge 
acquired from Year 7 to 
help them understand 
these themes. 

Key Knowledge: 
-When does life begin? 
-Abortion 
-Animal Experimentation 
-Euthanasia 
-Afterlife 
Key Skills: 

 Inference 

 Comparison 

 Chronology 

 Evaluation 

 Prioritisation 

 Explanation 

 PEEL paragraph 
writing 

 Description 

 Recall of 
knowledge 

 Justification 
 Similarities and 

Differences 

Weekly 
80 Questions for Progressions Tests 
-These will take place weekly in class 
-Students are given 40 questions with 40 
answers that covers Modules 1-5 of their 
Year 7 study. They will also be given 40 
questions with 40 answers that covers 
Modules 1-5 of their Year 8 study 
-These will also be available to complete 
online on Show My Homework as quizzes to 
practice 
-Students will be given 10 out of the 40 
questions each week in class to be tested 
on. 
 

End of Module Presentation 
-Students will carry out research about a 
story in the news that links into one of the 
themes they have studied in Year 8. They 
will need to consider how different religions 
would respond to the news story  
 

Literacy – Students will 
concentrate on building their 
oracy skills this module. They 
will take inspiration from 
speakers on TED talks as well as 
other performers to think about 
how they will construct their 
presentation. This will build 
their confidence and help them 
consider the ways their body 
language and speech can convey 
messages. Key terminology will 
continue to be used 
 
Drama- Students will develop 
public speaking and the way 
they ‘perform’ speeches to their 
peers 
 
Life Skills- Students look at 
similar themes in relation to 
animal and human life. They can 
incorporate any examples 
they’ve acquired from this 
subject into longer written 
essays 


