
 

 
 
 
23rd April 2021 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Families, 
 
I hope you are all safe and well. 
 
It has been a very positive week for Marriotts students.  We have been conducting regular lesson visits 
to look at their behaviour and routines and have seen very positive student engagement in the vast 
majority of lessons. 
 
On Monday we had a safeguarding visit from Herts for Learning which we commissioned as part of 
our ongoing work to continually improve our provision.  The visit went very well, and I will share the 
highlights of the report with you when I receive it.   
 
On Wednesday, as you know, students listened to an assembly on Sexual Harassment and Violence, 
and we were really impressed by students’ mature response to this important issue.  Thank you to all 
of you who attended Year 10 Parents’ evening.  Congratulations to Year 11 and 13 students as they 
continue with their assessments.   
 
We have been lucky with the weather this week and I hope that it continues so that all students and 
families can enjoy a weekend in the sun.   
 
Kind regards,  
 

 
Ms B Honnor 
Headteacher  
 
St George and the Pandemic Dragon 
 
St George's Day is usually celebrated on the 23rd of April each year. In a particularly difficult year, it 
may be an idea to consider the story of George and the Dragon in a more recent context.  As a country 
we have faced our own Dragon in the shape of the Coronavirus. Perhaps we could consider the St 
George to be our NHS and the scientific teams based in Oxford that have developed the vaccination 
programme which will hopefully vanquish the Covid-19 Dragon? 
 
However, you remember the patron saint of England - take time to enjoy the new spring air and take 
in those sunny days. Better times are definitely coming. 
 
 
 



Stephen Lawrence 
 
Recent events in both the UK and America have further raised the spotlight on the racial inequalities 
that exist in society today. This is not something that is new. However what is new is that there is a 
clear sense and determination to change these damaging, outmoded and  hurtful attitudes; to 
confront instances of overt and obvious racism and to challenge the structural racism that permeates 
many institutions. As a school we are committed to tackling these issues. The attitudes of the young 
people in our school community will become the attitudes of the future and we are committed to 
helping shape these in a positive, progressive and inclusive manner. 
 
April 22nd marked the anniversary of the tragic murder of Stephen Lawrence. He was born and grew 
up in south-east London, where he lived with his parents Neville and Doreen, his brother Stuart and 
sister Georgina. Like most young people, he juggled an active social life, school work, family 
commitments, and part-time employment. But he also had ambitions to use his passion for maths, 
art, and design to become an architect, and wanted to have a positive impact on his community. 
Tragically, his dream of becoming an architect was never realised. On 22 April 1993, at the age of just 
18, Stephen was murdered in an unprovoked racist attack. He didn’t know his killers and his killers 
didn’t know him. After the initial police investigation, five suspects were arrested but not convicted. 
A public inquiry into the handling of Stephen’s case was held in 1998, leading to the publication of the 
Macpherson Report, which has been called ‘one of the most important moments in the modern 
history of criminal justice in Britain’. It led to profound cultural changes in attitudes to racism, to the 
law and to police practice. It also paved the way for a greater understanding of discrimination of all 
forms and new equalities legislation. But we all know that there is so much more to do, as the recent 
Sewell report sadly demonstrates. 
  
The significance of Stephen Lawrence in the UK is very similar to that of George Floyd in the US. We 
welcome that fact that the verdict this week in the George Floyd case delivered justice, yet we should 
reflect on what it has taken to get to even that point. 
  
Students may wish to take 10 minutes out of their  day to reflect on the life and death of Stephen 
Lawrence in light of this anniversary. They  may like to spend this time finding out more about Stephen 
and the legacy he has left, as well as this work still to do. This is a great place to 
start: https://stephenlawrenceday.org/ as is this YouTube video: https://youtu.be/tk-Tc2g5hSc. 
  
Marriotts school will be seeking to raise and address these issues though our whole school assemblies 
and our curriculum. We are establishing a working group to tackle racism in schools and to further 
promote and celebrate the wonderfully diverse nature of the different ethnic, social and cultural 
backgrounds that make up our school, local and national community.  Next week’s assembly will focus 
on racism and inequality in the UK and US including reflections on the murders of George Floyd and 
Stephen Lawrence.   
 
Homework 
 
As part of our re-induction following the second lockdown we have reintroduced homework for year 
groups. For some students they will need all of our support to help them be successful with balancing 
the demands of school and home working.  
 
Teachers will be setting manageable work for students, providing support and reminders in lessons. 
As parents your support with this is hugely valuable and appreciated, it really does help to have 
parents checking 'show my homework' and reminding, support and cajoling where necessary.  
 

https://stephenlawrenceday.org/
https://youtu.be/tk-Tc2g5hSc


 

 
 
 
Twice Weekly COVID LFT Testing 
 
Just a reminder that students should continue to test twice a week and register their result on the 
school website.  Ideally it is better to be done on a Wednesday and a Sunday.  New test kits will be 
given to students in approximately two weeks’ time.  However, if a student runs out, please email 
Mrs K White on k.white@marriotts.herts.sch.uk .  Please remember to log on the NHS website and 
the school survey.    
 
Hot Chocolate Tuesday 
 
Here is a photo of the selected Year 7 students (1 per Form) enjoying their Hot Chocolate Tuesday.   
 

 
 
They completed a bumper Disney quiz and listened to music, along with Hot Chocolate, biscuits and 
lollies. 
 
Going forward, with the nicer weather here, we may turn Hot Chocolate Tuesday into Ice-Cream 
Tuesday and enjoy some time outside!   Everyone had a lot of fun.  
 
Mrs L Chapman 

mailto:k.white@marriotts.herts.sch.uk


Sustrans Active Travel to School Competition - 19th - 30th April  
 
Marriotts are currently taking part in this UK wide Active Travel to school competition. 
We are delighted to say that up until Thursday, we were in 3rd place for the East of England but on 
today's figures, we are very close indeed to challenging the first place! 
The competition is called "The Big Pedal" but incorporates walking and scooting as well as cycling. 
 
Students are being encouraged to use active travel to school - to promote both physical and mental 
well-being as well as being good for our environment. 
 
Please encourage your son or daughter to walk or cycle to school - we know that most students live 
near enough to do so. 
Students who live a greater distance away can still participate providing that they complete the final 
10 minutes of their journey on foot.  
For example, a student who travels several miles to school could be dropped off at the Glebe or 
either of the large carparks in Fairlands Valley Park and walk the final distance. 
 
Further information about the competition can be found at: https://bigpedal.org.uk/ 
Look out for an update next week on our progress in the competition! 
 
Earth Day 
 
The fight against climate change and against the degradation of the environment is more important 
than ever, arguably every second that passes without action puts us further behind where we need to 
be to protect the planet for future generations. 
 
Forty world leaders gathered this week at the invitation of President Biden to discuss the climate 
emergency and I sincerely hope that we will see real actions that follow from this summit, not just 
nice aspirational statements. However, addressing the climate change, is a matter for every single one 
of us – we can all make a difference. 
 
Letter to children and young people from the Secretary of State for Education  

I wanted to let you all know how grateful I am for the way you have responded to the huge challenges 
you have all faced throughout the coronavirus pandemic. 

Whether this is your first year at school or your final year of college, I know the disruption you have 
all faced to your education since the pandemic began has been incredibly challenging and has meant 
completely changing the way you learn - either learning remotely at home or continuing at school or 
college with fewer of your friends around you and lots of safety measures in place. 

Whether you were at home or at school, the disruption last term and throughout last year asked a lot 
of you and your families. I am filled with admiration for the incredible way you all responded and the 
resilience you have shown. Not being in school or college with your teachers and friends was a huge 
sacrifice. Everything you did, with the help of your families and your schools and colleges, and 
everything you missed out on – time in school, taking exams, seeing friends, playing sport and much 
more - made such a huge difference to helping us stop the spread of the virus. I want to say a huge 
thank you to all of you. 

 

https://bigpedal.org.uk/


 

 

Getting all young people back into school and college safely has been my priority throughout the 
pandemic. I know how vital it is not just for your education but also to spend time with your friends 
and to feel happy and secure. All our lives have changed a lot in the past year but the challenges that 
young people have faced have been some of the hardest. I will continue doing everything in my power 
to make sure that all of you are supported to boost any areas of work you’ve had less time at school 
to study, get the qualifications you deserve and have the opportunities you need to succeed. 

Continuing to follow all the safety measures your schools and colleges have worked hard to put in 
place, as well as taking a test twice a week, is so important and helps us to stop the virus spreading. 
The testing that thousands of you have been taking part in at school and college is a vital part of this. 
I am so grateful to you and all the staff who have supported you to do this. I know your schools and 
colleges have worked incredibly hard to prepare you to test yourself at home. 

As most of you at secondary school and college move to testing yourself regularly at home, it’s vital 
that you continue to test and report online twice a week through the Easter holidays and after you 
return to school. Home testing twice a week for you and everyone you live with makes a huge 
difference and means you are playing a really important role in helping us move back to a more normal 
way of life. Your school or college will continue to support you and make sure you have tests. You and 
your family can also find out more about home testing here.  

I was delighted to see the enthusiasm with which so many of you returned to school at the beginning 
of March and I am sure you have had a wonderful few weeks catching up with your friends and 
teachers. It was fantastic to meet pupils delighted to return to school on my visits to schools like Arden 
Academy and Bedford Free School and to see so many more of your reunions on social media. I hope 
that the new term will be just as enjoyable and successful for all of you. 

Rt Hon Gavin Williamson CBE MP, Secretary of State for Education 

Calendar Dates 
 
Summer Term 
 
Half term 1 
  
3rd May: Spring Bank Holiday 
 
Half Term Week: 31st May to 4th June  
 
Half Term 2 
 
7th June: Inset Day – school closed to students  
 
24th June: Year 12 Parents’ Evening 
 

https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/03/24/five-things-you-need-to-know-about-home-testing/


25th June: Inset Day – school closed to students  
5th July: Transition Evening TBC 
 
8th July: Transition Day TBC 
 
19th July: Presentation Evening 
 
22nd July: Last day of term – school finishes at 12pm 
 
Year Leader Commendations  
 
 

Name  Form 

Lilia 7A 

Cristina 7B 

Inayah 7C 

Harry 7D 

Ellie 7E 

Tilly 7F 

Taya 7G 

Nandan 7H 

Emily 8A 

Alexandru 8B 

Lois 8C 

Vashnavee 8D 

Gracie 8E 

Molly 8F 

Logan 8G 

Mia 8H 

Jayden 9A 

Charlie 9B 

Abbie 9C 

Lillie 9D 

Demi 9E 

Harry 9F 

Daniella 9G 

Harley 9H 

Dale 10A 

James 10B 

Mia 10C 

Oliver 10D 

Waasil 10E 

Roxanne 10F 

Izzy 10G 

Ruby 10H 

 



 

 
 
Headteacher Commendations  
 
 

Name  Form Name Form Name Form3 

Rehan 7A Emily 8A Adam 8H 

Sophie 7A Ellie 8A Aman 8H 

Peter-Junior 7A Daisy 8B Alfie 8H 

Isobel 7A Lily 8B Tyler 8H 

Isla 7A Vashnavee 8B Kaden 9A 

Vinayak 7A Micky 8B Mia 9B 

Johnny 7A Mizan 8B Cleo 9C 

Cosan 7A JV 8B Bradley 9D 

Shay 7B Kasie 8C Bradley 9D 

Lucas 7B Lenny 8D Chloe 9D 

Daisy 7B 
Annie-
Rose 8D Mia 9D 

Benjamin 7B Thomas 8D Ariana 9F 

Paige 7B Jayden 8D Max 9H 

Chloejo 7C Oakley 8E Thomas 10A 

Rocco 7C Luca 8E Connor 10B 

Joshua 7C Tyler 8E Joseph 10B 

Cooper 7C Gabriel 8E Jack 10B 

Sophie-May 7C Hamid 8E Marley 10C 

Daisy 7C Cameron 8F Chloe 10D 

Inayah 7C Harry 8F Connor 10F 

Kailub 7D Leyton 8F Izzy 10G 

Alice 7D Lily 8F Shadice 10G 

O'Shea 7F Mia 8G Ruby 10H 

Lewis 7G Lexie 8H    
Cody 7G Aivy 8H   
Aaron 7G Bailey 8H   
Charlotte 7G Mia 8H   
Caden 7G Amelie 8H   
Taya 7G Carl 8H   
Pippa 7G Jontae 8H   

  Toby 8H   

  Rose 8H   

  Suzie 8H   

  Kalel 8H   



 
 

 



 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 


