
 

 
 
 
 

Weekly Parent Newsletter Friday 16th October 2020 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Families, 
 
I hope you are all safe and well.  As always, we have had a busy week at Marriotts.  In their 
remote assemblies this week, students heard various messages from their Raising Standards 
Leaders including the importance of Approach to Learning and our Character Education 
values.  Later this term, staff will be completing their first data drop and parents will receive 
information about their children’s Approach to Learning over the course of the term. 
 
Year 11 have begun their first set of formal assessments and we have been impressed by their 
effort.  The Assessment window continues next week.   
 
On Thursday we had a visit from The Mayor, which you can read about below.   This week we 
also launched our new Mental Health App.  Again, please find details later within this letter. 
 

New local COVID alert levels 

On 12 October the Prime Minister announced how the government will further simplify and 

standardise local rules by introducing a system of local COVID alert levels in England.  

The previously published tiers of restriction for education and childcare, (previously shared 

and on our website) work alongside the new local COVID alert level framework.  

At all local COVID alert levels, the expectation is that education and childcare provision 

should continue as normal. The government has been very clear that limiting attendance at 

schools and other education settings should only be done as a last resort, even in areas 

where a local alert level is ‘high’ or ‘very high’. Decisions on any restrictions necessary in 

education or childcare settings are taken separately on a case-by-case basis in the light of 

local circumstances, including information about the incidence and transmission of 

Coronavirus (COVID-19). 

 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-covid-alert-levels-what-you-need-to-know?utm_source=16%20October%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


In light of the above at present Marriotts will remain open and we expect this to continue to 
be the case.  However, we will of course update you regarding any changes that affect schools 
as and when we receive information. 
 
We continue to work hard to train our staff in the use of remote teaching and learning 
technology and are focusing on planning our remote curriculum so that if and when there are 
any isolations or lock downs, we will be fully prepared.  You can read more about our response 
to remote learning on the Covid page of our website.   
 
Next week is the final week of this half term and I know that students will continue with their  
excellent effort next week.  
 
Congratulations to all those who won Headteacher’s  commendations this week.   
 
Have a wonderful weekend. 
 
Kind regards, 

 
Beth Honnor  
 
 
Mayor Visit  
 
Local Democracy Week 12th - 18th October 
 
As part of Local Democracy Week, Marriotts School was keen to show its involvement and 
support in raising awareness about local issues and democracy at a ground level. Following 
socially distanced protocols the school was delighted to be able to finally open its doors to its 
first guest since returning to school and host the Mayor of Stevenage Councillor Jim Brown. 
Students from the Sixth Form  “bubble” studying A-Level Politics (under the guidance of their 
teacher Mr McQueen) and the Head Boy and Girl Team were able to discuss local (and in 
some cases national and international ) matters concerning young people in Stevenage. The 
open discussion gave students an insight into the priorities of local government and the 
challenges that are being faced as a result of the pandemic. Students were naturally 
concerned about the impact that it has had on social and leisure facilities in the town, the 
wider discussion about the long term impact on people's health and well-being and how local 
agencies are responding to these issues. Topics of discussion also included housing, transport 
and the environment and how the pandemic has forced local communities and Stevenage 
Council to re-think and reprioritise what is most important to them.  Marriotts would like to 
thank the Mayoral Office for working with the school to arrange this and look forward to a 
follow-up visit to continue the discussion. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Christmas Card Competition 
 

 

Exams 2021 

On 12th October, the government announced that the summer exam series will start on 7 June and 
end on 2 July for almost all AS/A levels and GCSEs. Results days will be on Tuesday 24th August for A 
Levels and Friday 27th August for GCSEs, so that students are still able to start the following 
academic year as normal. 

It is currently expected that, for the majority of vocational and technical qualifications that are taken 
alongside or instead of GCSEs, AS and A levels, awarding organisations will look to align timetables 
with 2021 exams. As we receive further information, we will keep you updated. 

 
Youth Connexions, Hertfordshire 
 

 
 
All students in Year 11 and Sixth Form will be given the opportunity to meet with a fully 
trained careers adviser from YC Hertfordshire.  The adviser is: 
 



 Experienced in delivering individualised, impartial careers information, advice and guidance 
to students and their parents / carers 

 Knowledgeable about local, regional and national opportunities with access to a wealth of 
up to date information 

 Skilled in tailoring careers information, advice and guidance to individual needs 

 Can draw in additional resources to support individual needs  

 
Whilst we are allocating appointments to students in register order, students are able to 
speak to Mrs K White (Behaviour, Pastoral and SEND Team Manager) who will fast-track 
them.   Students in other years are welcome to request an appointment if they require any 
earlier advice in relation to GCSE / A Level options or careers guidance.  
If you feel your child would benefit from a YC Hertfordshire appointment sooner, please do 
not hesitate to email Mrs White (k.white@marriotts.herts.sch.uk).   
 
 
Brittain Way barrier 
After a short period at the beginning of term where the Brittain Way entrance barrier was 
not operational, due to mechanical failure, it is now back in action. Please can I remind 
parents that this is kept in operation to safely control traffic on our site for the protection 
students and other pedestrians. A number of parents have reported dangerous and 
inconsiderate driving taking place during our busiest times. 

 Please use the student drop of zone when dropping students at school by car. 
 Under no circumstances are vehicles permitted to tail gate through the barrier, 

those that continue to do so do not do it with the schools agreement. 
 Reception staff will ask why you need to come through the barrier if you buzz, this is 

to control traffic for safety reasons and educate visitors of the rules. 
 Under agreed circumstance some parents are given access where it is a necessity 

and a benefit to the student. 

Please respect these rules and help keep everyone safe. 
 
Catering spending limit 
 
There is currently a £5 daily spending limit against all cashless catering accounts. We have 
many students who have breakfast, snack and lunch in school and as a result may feel this is 
not a high enough limit. If you approve and would like your child to have a higher limit 
please e-mail finance@marriotts.herts.sch.uk with details and we will change this. The £5 
limit includes the FSM ticket value. 
 
Wisepay 
 
The platform is available to use again with reassurances from Wisepay that it is safe to use. 
As a precautionary measure Wisepay and recommended that all users have their payment 
cards (used on the site) reissued for avoidance of doubt. Charges for food and drink bought 
since Friday will be recorded on cashless accounts and tops-ups made will go towards these 
charges first, please ensure that sufficient money is put on to take this into account. Thank 
you for your understanding and patience during this incident. 

mailto:k.white@marriotts.herts.sch.uk
mailto:finance@marriotts.herts.sch.uk


 

 
EduKit 
 
We are really pleased to have launched our the new Edukit app for students to support their 
wellbeing. As part of Mental Health Awareness Week students had permission to download 
this app during form time this week.  Having at hand information and resources to support 
wellbeing is a great way to support young people. We want to make sure all students have 
this app,  so please ask your child/children if they have downloaded the app and signed in. If 
they have not yet done this here are the details to support them: 
 
1.Log in using your school email address 
2.Add the code (onetime code)  fxVvTBA 
3.Change your password to one personalised to you 
4.Choose an avatar  
5.Watch the welcome video  
6.Have a look around the app, use the library to look at some of the resources 
7.Take the survey about your wellbeing  
There is an option to message a staff member if students are anxious or have concerns 
about their wellbeing.  
If there are any questions or difficulties with this please email 
a.taylor@marriotts.herts.sch.uk.  
Please visit www.edukit.org.uk for further information.   

 

EduKit 
EduKit is a social enterprise set up to ensure no child 
misses out. We help schools to better understand their 
students' needs and to evidence the impact of any 
internal or external support they use. 
www.edukit.org.uk 

 
Headteacher Commendations  
 
All parents/carers of students who received a Headteachers’ commendation this week, will 
receive an individual email today.  This week the following students received a 
Headteachers commendation: 
 

Student Name  
Form 
Group 

Antonio 7A 

Isla 7A 

Johnny 7A 

Julia 7E 

mailto:a.taylor@marriotts.herts.sch.uk
http://www.edukit.org.uk/
http://www.edukit.org.uk/
http://www.edukit.org.uk/
http://www.edukit.org.uk/


Hiba 7E 

Maeve 7F 

Ella 7H 

Amba 8A 

Jamie 8A 

Dan 8B 

Kasie 8C 

Eloise 8C 

Cohen 8D 

Robin 8F 

Robin 8F 

Harry 8F 

Daniel 8F 

Courtney 8F 

Alfie 8F 

Evan 8F 

Evan 8F 

Evan 8F 

Jacob 8G 

Libby 8G 

Michaela 8G 

Leo 8G 

Eric 8G 

Brandon 8G 

Riley 8G 

Cory 8G 

Tory 8G 

Joshua 8G 

Ava 8G 

Riley 8G 

Bernadette 8G 

Dylan 8G 

Ava 8G 

Mia 8G 

Luke 8G 

Ruby 8G 

Le'Nae 8G 

Dominic 8G 

Dominic 8G 

Isa 8G 

Benjamin 8G 

Scott 8G 

Tiana 8G 

Skylar 8G 

Alex 8G 



 

Rosie 8H 

Demari 9A 

Ella 9A 

Chris 9A 

Lucian 9A 

Kyle 9A 

Kaden 9A 

Callum 9B 

Ryan 9B 

Melisa 9C 

Demi 9C 

Harry 9C 

Will 9C 

Emily 9C 

Ellie 9C 

Kya 9C 

Mason 9C 

Suzan 9D 

Sidney 9D 

Cairan 9D 

Mia 9D 

Andrew 9E 

Ashton 9E 

Alex 9E 

Alissa 9E 

Jessica 9E 

Oakley 9F 

Lois 9F 

Scarlett 9F 

Harrison 9F 

Jared 9G 

Mia 9H 

Joshua 9H 

Tarawat 10B 

Isla 10B 

Waasil 10E 

Shelby 10F 

Philip 10F 

Philip 10F 

Nyasa 10F 



Lacey 10F 

Keira 10F 

Daisy 10F 

Harry 10H 

Bailey 11C 

Charlotte 11D 

Ceyhan 11F 

Ceyhan 11F 

Ceyhan 11F 

Ceyhan 11F 

Karl 11G 

Alice 11G 

Paige 11G 

Paige 11G 

Mia 11G 

Malak 12C 

Kajus 12F 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
For parents and professionals working in education 

Upcoming online workshops 

  

https://nessieined.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=70276661fa94a75e49728bdf2&id=0cbd6690d7&e=547cfc877d


 

 

https://nessieined.com/events/managing-anxiety-after-lockdown/  

https://nessieined.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=70276661fa94a75e49728bdf2&id=1bf25eaef3&e=547cfc877d
https://nessieined.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=70276661fa94a75e49728bdf2&id=d3317ed701&e=547cfc877d


 

 

 

https://nessieined.com/events/supporting-anxiety-and-developing-resilience-post-

lockdown/  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://nessieined.com/events/supporting-anxiety-and-developing-resilience-post-lockdown/
https://nessieined.com/events/supporting-anxiety-and-developing-resilience-post-lockdown/
https://nessieined.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=70276661fa94a75e49728bdf2&id=723546cc18&e=547cfc877d

