
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
18th January 2021  
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I hope that you are well and that you had a restful weekend. 
 
Please see below some updates about remote learning, free school meals and the National 
GCSE, A Level and Vocational consultation.   
 
Remote Learning  
 
We have quickly established our comprehensive online learning timetable for all students 
this term, building on what we learnt about remote learning during the previous lockdowns 
and from on line learning for those students self isolating last term.  
Students now access their normal school timetable from home for 5 hours of lessons a day 
and a live form time session.  As such, we have met and exceeded the recently published 
government expectations for this provision. It is right that our standards are high and we are 
not at all complacent about the quality of our provision: our mission statement of “Aim 
High, Work Hard, Be Kind” holds true for this new way of teaching and encapsulates the 
values we want all Marriotts students to develop during their time with us.    
The government have asked all schools to publish their Remote Learning Policy by the end 
of January and we will share this with you in advance of this deadline. In the meantime we 
wanted to share/revisit some key principles of what online teaching should typically look 
like.  We are in a new and unique situation of having teaching ‘in our homes’, and you may 
have questions about different learning styles and class based tasks for students. 

 We are providing a full teaching day of lessons for each school day (excluding staff 

training days)  

 Most, but not all lessons will be fully ‘live’. At Marriotts we describe ‘live’ lessons as the 

teacher and the students being in the same virtual classroom at the same time. 

However, it is not possible for all lessons to be ‘live’ in this way, as some subjects like PE 

don’t lend themselves naturally to this for all lessons. The vast majority of lessons will 

be started and concluded by the class teacher. 

 Students should regularly get feedback in line with our normal marking cycles as 

detailed in our communications last week – either to the whole class, via the chat bar or 

assessed work handed in remotely. We are further developing how we formally assess 



work fairly online (tests etc.) and departments will be doing this in different ways to suit 

their subject.   

 Tutor time will continue to be ‘live’ and enable the tutor to check how students are and 

if they are engaging in online learning, as well as allowing the sharing of key messages.  

 Our high expectations of behaviour remain the same for remote learning, as in school 

and the  vast majority of students are working to the high standards we expect.  All 

students should maintain their highest possible standards of hard work, respect and 

kindness.  

 Inappropriate, silly, distracting, or unkind comments in online lessons including via the 

chat or breakout room facilities are not acceptable and will be followed up. 

 Both engagement and attitude to online learning is something that teachers will 

feedback to parents and carers, through logging and reports. 

 In the case of poor behaviour a student might be removed from the chat or the remote 

lesson itself and in serious cases, consequences in line with the school’s behaviour 

policy could be applied. 

 Praise is very important, and should be positive and regular – but also meaningful (i.e. 

for something valuable students have done to progress their learning, be kind or 

helpful, or to make a contribution. 

 Staff may award students achievement points, headteacher commendations and other 

rewards on a daily basis, as well as verbal/written praise.  

 If during the lesson, the teachers’ technology should fail, they will end the lesson and 

post in the class Team any information that they were unable to communicate live.   

 If students are struggling with access to the lesson or lose connection during the lesson, 

they may like to email their teacher at a later point to explain the problem.  

Good online lessons, just like lessons in classrooms, vary tremendously in style. It is unlikely 
that teachers will talk to the class for a whole hour.  It is reasonable and good teaching 
practice, for the following to happen over the course of a lesson or series of lessons:  
 

 Teachers introduce a topic using Power Point and students are asked to make notes, or 

test their understanding with a quiz after hearing the teacher talk. 

 Teachers talk for a short time (5 minutes) or longer 15-20 minutes and then students 

are given a guided task (writing a response, drawing a graph, doing a series of 

questions, drawing a sketch) for a similar amount of time. During the independent 

learning task staff may need to “mute” their mic or leave the call, but will always be 

available for the full duration of the lesson via the typed chat.  

 Teachers introduce a video or other resource and watch it during the lesson time, ask 

the students to watch/listen and then answer questions on their own or in groups, 

contribute to group chat with comments or ask questions in discussion as a whole class  

 Students are given a longer project, design theme or idea to develop over a series of 

lessons and are regularly stopped as a class to be given advice, or helped by the teacher 

individually or in groups. 

 
 



 

 Good work from students is shared (either anonymously or with agreement) with 

others in the class and work is analysed or constructively commented upon by the 

class. 

This is by no means an exhaustive list, but demonstrates  the variety of teaching and 
learning activities that students may be exposed to. 
Students should also be actively encouraged to ask if they don’t understand and may be 
challenged to try something (and perhaps not fully succeed or become frustrated because it 
is difficult). This is a natural and necessary part of learning and, as long as students feel 
supported at home and in school, is great for building their resilience. 
 
How parents can best support remote learning: 
 

 Support students in finding a suitable learning space where possible and making sure 

they are prepared for the day ahead with access to key equipment and resources such 

as a drink, pencil, ruler, rubber, and exercise books/paper  

 When your child is learning online, where possible please reduce distractions in the 

background.  

 Wherever possible let your child learn independently rather than coaching them 

through the learning.   

 Where possible please talk to your child at the end of the day and discuss their learning 

tasks and assignments. This will help your children to strengthen their understanding of 

the lesson content.   

 Please remember that parents and other family members should not participate in the 

live lesson, but may assist their child with any technology issues. 

 If you would like to raise a query or question about your child’s learning then please do 

so using the usual channels of communication, the Teams chat should only be used by 

students.  

What should my child do if they cannot access their live lesson?  
 
If your child is unable to access their live lesson due to technical issues, they should email 
their Head of Year and explain the problem, clearly stating the subject, teacher and lesson. 
Following this they should log in to the school website and access the resources for remote 
learning for their year group. If they are unable to connect to the internet your child should 
use the time to improve and revise their work from the previous lesson. 
Finally we would like to thank you for all your kind words to staff of encouragement and 
support as we make the change to this new way of working, it makes a big difference to us.  
I wish all of you a safe and positive week’s home learning. Please do not hesitate to get in 
contact with us should you have any questions. 
Mrs J Leach, Assistant Headteacher for Curriculum. 



 
Life Skills Lessons 
 
The content of Life Skills lessons has been adapted this half  term to ensure that it is 
appropriate for online learning.  Life Skills lessons are usually discussion based and certain 
topics are best discussed with students on school site to ensure appropriate support can be 
given where necessary.   In Life Skills lessons this half term students will be directed to 
undertake independent careers research often outside of Teams.  Once the research tasks 
has been set up the live lesson may end but the teacher will remain available in the 
chat.  Following Careers, the next Life Skills topic will be Wellbeing, then Enrichment 
activities followed by lessons on the Environment. 
 
Mrs Tether, Assistant Headteacher, Personal Development 
 
GCSE, A Level and Vocational Consultations for the attention of Students and Parents in 
Years 11, 12 and 13 
 
The Government have not yet confirmed how they intend to coordinate the grading of 
GCSE, AS, A-level and BTEC grades. They have opened a consultation about how best to 
award grades this year. All involved are welcome to contribute teachers, parents, students.  

 
You can access information and take part in these consultations through the links included 
below:   
GCSE & A-level 2021 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-how-gcse-as-and-a-level-
grades-should-be-awarded-in-summer-2021 
BTEC and other Vocational 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-alternative-arrangements-
for-the-award-of-vtqs-and-other-general-qualifications-in-2021  
We will continue to work with Ofqual and the exam boards to make sure our students are 
not disadvantaged in any way by any of the changes, now and in the future.  
Marriotts School will continue to keep students and parents updated throughout this 
process.  
Thank you again for your continued support. 
 
Mr Hutchings, Deputy Headteacher  
 
Free School Meals  
 
We are pleased to confirm that we will be distributing free school meal vouchers in line with 
revised government guidelines. We continue to plan for the distribution of vouchers and 
expect to be able to complete this upload on Tuesday and expect vouchers to be distributed 
by Friday at the latest. We will be arranging vouchers for the period 4th January to 29th 
January in the first instance. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-how-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades-should-be-awarded-in-summer-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-how-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades-should-be-awarded-in-summer-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-alternative-arrangements-for-the-award-of-vtqs-and-other-general-qualifications-in-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-alternative-arrangements-for-the-award-of-vtqs-and-other-general-qualifications-in-2021


 

 
You will receive information directly from the school if you are entitled to free school meals, 
this will include information on how to redeem and where to go for support. 
Mr Allam, Business Manager  
 
Thank you. 
Kind regards, 
Ms B Honnor  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


