
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
13th January 2021 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Families, 
  
I hope that you are well.  Firstly, I want to reiterate my thanks to you and your children for 
your ongoing support.   
 
Please see below some important messages, including some key calendar changes. 
 
Marking, Feedback and Assessment 
 
As students are now being taught live for all lessons, they will be receiving feedback on their 
work and progress as they would normally do in lessons in school, on a daily basis. Teachers 
will use a variety of techniques to carry out Assessment for Learning, to ensure that 
students are progressing well, are supported and extended where needed, and lesson plans 
adapted as required. Marking will obviously take very different forms while we work 
remotely, but students will still receive feedback from teachers in line with our existing 
cycles, although the nature of this will vary from subject to subject. Assessments will also 
take place as required, although these will be adapted to match with online learning. We 
have already written to parents of Year 11 and 13 parents to say that their formal mock 
programme is under review; we await further guidance from the government about the 
nature of how students will be assessed and awarded grades this year. 
 
Homework 
 
As students are spending significant amounts of time working online during the school day, 
which we acknowledge can be tiring for them, we have decided not to set additional 
homework during the course of the lockdown, for years 7 to 10. Students in Years 11 to 13 
will continue to receive homework appropriate to supporting them in achieving their best 
grades. Please note that the expectation for Sixth Form students remains, that students 
should complete at least 1 hour of independent study (guided by the teacher) per hour of 
taught lessons. 
 
Student Voice 
 
In the coming weeks, we will be carrying out a range of student voice activities to find out 
how students are finding their online learning, and if there is anything further we can 



improve on. This will involve speaking to students in person, who are accessing the online 
learning in Mini School, as well as a series of surveys. 
 
ICT Support 
 
A reminder that if any student does not have a suitable device to access their remote 
learning on, they should speak to their Head of Year who will be able to arrange for a device 
to be borrowed. We have previously written to you regarding the offer from mobile phone 
companies to extend data allowances for students who do not have broadband installed at 
home. If you would like further details about this, please contact Liz Goff on 
l.goff@marriotts.herts.sch.uk. 
 
Mini School  
 
If your child is vulnerable or you are a key worker and you wish to access this provision for 
your child, you should email Mrs K White k.white@marriotts.herts.sch.uk. 
 
Remote Learning Policy 

 
Our Remote Learning Policy will be finalised by 25th January and shared with parents.   
  
Calendar Changes Spring Term – Please read carefully 
 
Please find below the proposed calendar changes for this half term.  Usually we would work 
hard not to make significant changes to the calendar in-year, however, I know that parents 
will understand that we are working in unprecedented times and I hope that by giving 
parents notice, these changes will work for all involved.  
 
 Half term 1 
 
January 21st Y9 Parents’ Evening: This evening will be postponed to allow adequate time to 
prepare for running a Parents Evening remotely, with some staff not on the school site.  In 
addition, by postponing this event, we may have the opportunity to host Parents Evening in 
person on the school site, if schools have re-opened.   
 
January 27th     – You will be aware from the calendar that this was due to be an Inset 
Day.  However, we will now ensure that Mini School remains open for the children of key 
worker and vulnerable children and we will set learning activities for all students on this 
day.  It is likely that learning will be off- line, in the form of curriculum enrichment activities, 
to allow students a screen break and to allow important staff training to still go 
ahead.  Form time will take place as normal at 8.30am to set students up with their learning 
for the day.  Further details will follow. 
 
As part of their staff training on this day, staff will provide an extra report which will 
provide parents with feedback on how students are engaging with their remote 
learning.  We hope this will be useful to parents and families.   
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27th January 2-6pm Year 11 Parents’ Evening (new date)  Another reason for us setting 
students off line learning on 27th January is to enable us to reconvene the postponed Year 
11 Parents’ Evening.  A separate communication will be sent to Year 11 Parents tomorrow, 
outlining the booking system for this Parents’ Evening.    
  
11th February: Y8 Options evening postponed.    In light of disruption to schools for Year 8 
students over the last 2 school years, we are revising the process and timeframe for Year 8 
choosing their GCSE option subjects.  We will give further updates to Year 8 parents in due 
course. 
  
Half Term 2  
 
If the school remains closed to all students then Parents’ Evenings next half term will be 
remote.  However, we will update you about all calendar events later this term, when we 
have more information from the Government.   
 
25th February: Y8 Parents’ Evening TBC.  Live lessons may end early on this day to 
accommodate this event.    
 
11th March: Y13 Parents’ Evening TBC. Live lessons may end early on this day to 
accommodate this event.    
 
18th March: Y11 Parents’ Evening #2 TBC.  Live lessons may end early on this day to 
accommodate this event.    
 
19th March: Training Day/Student off line learning/Curriculum enrichment day.  Mini 
school will remain open and remote learning will be set for all students.  Teaching staff will 
take part in a Curriculum focused training day. 
 
Weds 24th March: Y9 Parents’ Evening TBC.  Live lessons may end early on this day to 
accommodate this event.   
 
26th March: The school day will end at 1pm as per the calendar. 
  
If you have any queries about these calendar changes, please email Ms Honnor 
b.honnor@marriotts.herts.sch.uk 
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Free School Meals  
 
Thank you for the positive feedback we have received today about our food parcels and 
recipe cards for our students who are eligible for free school meals.  We are sorry that some 
families were not happy with what was provided.  As you may know from the survey 
previously shared, all students were given the option of a daily packed lunch (sandwich, fruit 
and muffin) or a food parcel with recipe cards (Typical contents: jacket potato, banana, 
tomato, pepper, onion, carrot, penne pasta, sultanas, noodles, rice, apple, pear, tomato 
soup mix, cheddar cheese, eggs, bread roll mix, biscuits - ingredients an indication of 
contents and subject to change). 
 
The parcels that were provided were in line with what was set out in the survey, however, 
we are sorry if these were not what some families were hoping for.  As you will now be 
aware the Government are planning to reinstate the voucher system and we are looking 
into this as a matter of urgency, as we agree with families that this is a far more convenient 
and fair approach and we are happy that the Government have made this decision. 
 
I am sorry that a family did feel it necessary to raise this issue directly with The Comet 
newspaper.  Please do let us know directly as a school if you have any concerns about any of 
our provision so that we can work together with you to resolve these.  
 
Please see below a statement shared by the school with The Comet Newspaper today: 
 
“At Marriotts school we take the support of our students and their families very 
seriously.  We know that during this challenging time, some families are facing particular 
financial hardship.  We want to do all that we can to help them.  This includes ensuring that 
all students who are eligible receive the high-quality free school meal to which they are 
entitled. 
  
At the start of the new lockdown, Marriotts, like all schools worked quickly with our catering 
provider partner to put in place free school meal provision for eligible students in line with 
Government Guidance.  The Government stipulated that where possible, schools should 
provide packed lunches or food parcels for students. The school put out a survey to parents 
of eligible students and offered them the choice of either a daily packed lunch (Sandwich, 
fruit, and muffin) or a food parcel with recipe suggestions (the contents of which were 
specified in the survey and were in line with Government guidelines). 
  
I met this morning with our catering company to discuss  feedback we have received about 
the quality of some of the food parcels provided.  Both the school and Cucina agree that the 
Edenred voucher system, that was previously in place, is a far better solution for 
families.  This service does not require students to  collect food from school and provides 
families with choice around what to purchase. 
  
We understand that this voucher scheme will be reinstated from 18th January and we very 
much welcome this news. We understand there will be the ability to back date vouchers and 
this is something we are pursuing.  
  



 

 
 
 
As always, we will continue to support our students and families at this difficult time for us 
all.” 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support and we look forward to being able to welcome our 
students back to school at the end of this lockdown period.   I will update parents again on 
Friday in our usual parental newsletter.   
 
Yours sincerely, 
Ms B Honnor 
Headteacher   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


