
 

 

 
 
 
7th January 2022 
 
Dear Parents, Carers, families and students, 
 
I hope that you are all safe and well.  
 
Students have made an excellent start back to school and are adapting well to wearing masks.  
They are all dressed very smartly.  Thank you for resolving any outstanding uniform issues 
over the weekend.   
 
We will start next Friday with our usual newsletter, but today I wanted to write to you to 
share our Ofsted report, which I received on Wednesday of this week.  
 
I am very pleased to say that Marriotts School remains a Good school in all areas.  Students, 
staff and parents all worked incredibly hard during our Ofsted inspection, and I am delighted 
that Ofsted saw the many strengths of our school and recognised everything that we work 
together to achieve here.  Thank you for all your support. 
 
As you know, the Ofsted framework changed in the last few years and is incredibly robust and 
rigorous.  The framework does not take into account a school’s context or a school’s journey.  
It is therefore even more pleasing to have done so well during our inspection.   
 
It is also important to note that National Teaching Unions have  raised significant concerns 
about Ofsted inspections taking place during the pandemic.  Geoff Barton, General Secretary 
of the Association of School and College Leaders (ASCL), said: "Schools have been hit by wave 
after wave of pupil and teacher absence because of the impact of COVID, and it is 
unfathomable that Ofsted has ploughed on with routine inspections regardless”. 
 
You will also be aware from the press that nearly 50% of schools that were previously rated  
as outstanding have been downgraded.  An additional challenge for Marriotts was that our 
inspection was also being quality assured by a Lead HMI (Her Majesty’s Inspector).  This was 
effectively an inspection of the inspection.   In light of all these challenges, I am even more 
proud that we have remained a good school and want to thank you all.  
 
You can read the full report attached, which will be published nationally on 17th January and 
until then remains private to Marriotts parents, students and staff.  I have shared the content 
of this Ofsted report with students in assemblies yesterday and today.   
 



 I wanted to draw your attention particularly, to the following quotes from Ofsted Inspectors: 
 
“True to the school’s motto, pupils at Marriotts School aim high, work hard and are 
kind. Pupils respond well to leaders’ high expectations.” 
 
“There is a strong commitment to academic success and development of pupils’ character.” 
 
“Pupils are well cared for.” 
 
“Pupils behave consistently well.” 
 
“Pupils achieve well in a range of subjects.“ 
 
“They progress successfully to further study, employment, or training.” 
 
“The school offers many rich opportunities for pupils.” 
 
“Pupils have positive attitudes to learning.  They value difference in society.  Pupils feel safe.” 
 
“Teachers carefully plan learning to ensure that it builds on what pupils already know.”  
 
“Teachers give pupils clear explanations. They show pupils what to do and how to do it.” 
 
“Teachers share and support leaders’ clear vision for the school and its pupils. 
Parents are very supportive of leaders’ aims.” 
 
“Staff are well trained to recognise safeguarding concerns. They swiftly identify pupils who 
need help or who may be at risk of abuse or harm.” 
 
We worked with Ofsted to identify our areas for improvement and next steps.  We had 
already identified, that like many schools following the pandemic, we needed to provide more 
support to some younger students to catch up in their reading.  Ofsted have agreed with us 
and have set this as one of our areas to improve.  We already have effective whole school 
strategies in place to support reading, which Ofsted recognise in the report, but have recently 
launched some new reading interventions in the lower school, and have appointed a member 
of staff as our Reading Co-ordinator, to work with the literacy and SEND faculties to further 
support our improvement in this area.   
 
Secondly, as a school we have already identified that for some students on our SEND register 
(who do not have an EHCP), we need to do further assessment to fully understand how best 
to support them.  Again, Ofsted agreed and this is an area for development for the school.  
Our SEND department will continue to focus on this. 
 
Finally, Ofsted have stated that our Governors need to further improve their work to hold the 
school to account.  Whilst we recognise that this is an area of development, it is important to 
note that our Governors are volunteers who do excellent work for the school, but they have 
not been able to conduct their usual on site visits for the last year due to COVID restrictions.   



 

 
 
 
 
Myself and the Chair of Governors will continue to work together to ensure that the work of 
our Governing Body is robust and effective.   
 
I am sure that you will agree when you read our report that there is much to celebrate here 
and I want to repeat my thanks to all students, staff and families. 
 
I was delighted to receive an email this week from Joe Farrell, the regional schools 
commissioner for London and South Central England.   
 
“ A note of congratulations from us all in the Regional Schools Commissioner’s office.  To have 
an Ofsted visit in these times can no doubt bring challenges but it all reads so strong in the 
report.” 
 
Well done and thank you everyone. 
 
I hope you all have a restful weekend.   
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
Ms B Honnor 
Headteacher 
 
 

 

 

 


