
 

 
 
 
 

5th  January 2021  
  

Dear Parents, Carers and Students,  
  

I hope that you are all safe and well.  As I said yesterday, I hope that you managed to have a 
restful and positive Christmas and  new year.  Today we welcomed students back to school, 
albeit remotely for the majority of them. 
 
 Following yesterday’s announcement you are aware that we are now in a new national 
lockdown, that formally comes into force at 00.01 am on Wednesday 6th January.  We are 
instructed to stay at home wherever possible and to only go out for essential journeys such 
as food shopping.  We are only permitted to meet one person outside of our household 
bubble, outside for exercise once a day and no other mixing is permitted. 
 
As I stated to students, I appreciate that this new period of lockdown will be difficult for us 
all, but I know that we recognise that it is necessary to follow the rules in order to protect 
ourselves, our families, our vulnerable, our community and our hospitals. I know that many 
of us are facing significant challenges with health concerns, concerns about employment 
and livelihood, concerns about staying at home, loneliness, mental well-being, home 
schooling and our children’s education.  These are challenging times and we are here to 
support you, so please contact us if we can help you in any way.   
 
Whilst the uncertainty of the last few weeks has been frustrating for all of us and whilst 
school closure is not what any of us would want for our students in an ideal world, 
nonetheless, at least we have clarity now and I am sure that we all agree that in light of the 
current situation,  the Government’s decision to close schools was a necessary one.   
 
The education we provide during this lockdown will be significantly different to what 
schools put in place during the last lockdown, thanks to development in provision and 
technology.  We will aim to roll out live teaching according to the timeframe shared in 
yesterday’s letter and outlined below.   
 
Today, students started their day with a recorded assembly at 11am and then they are 
completing either Oak Academy Lessons or for years 11, 12 and 13 engaging in narrated 
PPTs or other tasks through SMHWK. 
 
Tomorrow, all students will have a live form time session led by their form teachers and 
further guidance will be shared about this.  Live teaching will begin for Years 11, 12 and 13 



from tomorrow according to the usual timetable, with other students learning through Oak 
Academy to allow for the setting up of live teaching.   
 
We aim to roll out live lessons to years 9 and 10 on Thursday,  and to years 7 and 8 on 
Friday, if this is viable.  By Monday at the latest all students will be engaged in live lessons 
according to their normal timetable.   Until live lessons are fully rolled out, students must 
nonetheless engage in all of their remote learning.  Once their live lessons start, students 
must engage in form time and their five daily lessons everyday, in order to protect their 
learning.   Please see the timetable at the end of this letter for remote learning timings of 
the day. 
 
Full details about how remote learning will work, about how attendance, behaviour and 
rewards will be followed up and about student well-being were contained in today’s 
recorded assembly,  which was sent to parents.   
 
Details regarding remote learning will be emailed to parents and students daily this week.  
Once live lessons are in place, students will receive invites to these lessons via their school 
email and also on their Teams calendar.  Further details will be sent the night before live 
lessons are due to start and students will also be guided through the process during form.  
 
During lockdown, teachers will be responsible for delivering form time, for teaching live 
lessons, for offering feedback to students, for logging attendance and any behaviour issues, 
for logging rewards and for addressing or referring on issues as they arise.   
 
Colleagues in the pastoral and SEND teams, will be running mini school provision, as well as 
tracking student attendance and behaviour, resolving issues, supporting the vulnerable and 
keeping in regular contact with those students for whom they are responsible.   
 
Other support staff will be ensuring the smooth operational running of the school and the 
continuation of all the usual school functions, as well as supporting teaching, pastoral and 
SEND teams and mini school including asymptomatic testing for those on site.   
 
Parents Evening  
 
The remote Year 11 Parents Evening has been postponed whilst we await further 
instructions from the Government and a separate letter has been written to Year 11, 12 and 
13 parents.    
 
Mass Testing 
 
It is likely that we will roll out testing for all staff who are attending the school site to further 
maximise safety for all.  It is also likely that based on consent, all those attending mini 
school will be tested regularly, again to maximise safety and again further details will be 
shared in due course.     
 
We are currently putting in place plans about how and when we will deliver mass testing 
and we will continue to keep you informed.  In order for us to complete our plan for mass 



 

testing we require all parents to complete a consent form, indicating whether or not they 
agree to their children taking part in the mass testing programme.  This consent form has 
been sent to parents separately.   
 
Free School Meals  
 
A separate communication has been sent to those entitled to FSM regarding how to access 
this provision.   
 
External Examinations 
 
The planned Level 2 and Level 3 BTEC and Cambridge Technical January/February 
examinations will be going ahead as planned and students are required to attend unless 
they have been officially advised to self-isolate or are displaying Covid-19 Symptoms.   

Students should meet at the Telford Avenue entrance to the school building on the running 
track. Mr Winter will meet and supervise students, who must hand sanitise and wear their 
mask unless exempt when entering the building.  It is essential that students maintain 
social distancing from each other and all staff inside and outside of the school building.  

Students will be taken to their designated room for the exam which will be set up to ensure 
students at as least 2 metre apart. We strongly advise students wear their mask the whole 
time they are in the exams.  

Mr Winter will be writing separately to all students who are due to sit external 
examinations.  

 
 
Access to ICT 
 
Thank you for your completing the survey shared on 31st December.  If your child does not 
have the appropriate access to ICT and you have indicated this on the survey, we will 
contact you as to how we can support you in this matter.  
 
Covid-19 
 
If you or members of your family show symptoms of Covid-19 you should isolate as a family 
and seek a test for anyone who is symptomatic.   Please continue to notify the Headteacher 
and the attendance Team directly if you are seeking a test and please keep us informed 
about your result. 
 
Key messages from the education department/Government are summarised below  
 



During this period of national lockdown schools remain open to vulnerable children and the 
children of critical workers only, all other students in all year groups in all schools will be 
learning remotely until after February half term.   
 
Public vocational exams and assessments scheduled to take place in January will go ahead 
as planned.   
 

The Government had stated that “In these circumstances, we do not think it is possible for 

exams to go ahead fairly this summer. The Secretary of State for Education will be asking 

Ofqual to consult rapidly on an approach for alternative arrangements that will allow 

students to progress fairly.” 

We know that receiving face-to-face education is best for children’s mental health 

and for their educational achievement. We will be reviewing the restrictions on 

schools, colleges and universities and will ensure that children and young people 

return to face-to-face education as soon as the pressures are easing on the NHS. 

This decision does not suggest that schools and colleges are no longer safe places for 

young people. Instead, limiting attendance is about reducing the number of contacts 

that all of us have with people in other households.  

We have resisted closing schools until now, but in the face of the rapidly rising 

numbers of cases across the country and intense pressure on the NHS, we now need 

to use every lever at our disposal to reduce all contacts outside households wherever 

possible. 

For vulnerable children and the children of critical workers, who can still attend 

school or college, as they did in March to May, and their teachers, the system of 

protective measures means that any risks are well managed and controlled.  

We are responding to the intense pressure on the NHS, but that pressure is not driven 

by children. We are not seeing significant pressure from coronavirus (COVID-19) in 

paediatrics across the UK. The new variant appears to affect all ages but we have not 

seen any changes in the severity among any age groups, including children and young 

people. 

The overwhelming majority of children and young people have no symptoms or very 

mild illness only. As cases in the community rise there will be a small increase in the 



 

number of children we see with coronavirus (COVID-19) who only rarely require 

admission to hospital. 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) testing 

The coronavirus (COVID-19) testing programme should be continued to enable 

weekly testing for staff and daily close contact testing for those staff and pupils 

attending secondary schools and colleges. This programme also allows schools and 

colleges to test pupils on return. 

Remote education 

When teaching pupils remotely, we expect schools to: 

 set assignments so that pupils have meaningful and ambitious work each day in a 

number of different subjects 

 set work that is of equivalent length to the core teaching pupils would receive in 

school, and as a minimum: 

 primary: 3 hours a day, on average, across the school cohort 

 secondary: 4 hours a day, with more for pupils working towards formal 

qualifications this year 

 provide frequent, clear explanations of new content, delivered by a teacher or 

through high-quality curriculum resources or videos 

 have systems for checking, at least weekly, whether pupils are engaging with 

their work, and inform parents immediately where engagement is a concern 

 gauge how well pupils are progressing through the curriculum using questions 

and other suitable tasks, and provide feedback, at least weekly, using digitally 

facilitated or whole-class feedback where appropriate 



 enable teachers to adjust the pace or difficulty of what is being taught in 

response to questions or assessments, including, where necessary, revising 

material or simplifying explanations to ensure pupils’ understanding 

  

Myself and the senior team are producing a new opening plan for the next 6 weeks and a 
new risk assessment.  These will be shared with parents on our website on the Covid-19 
page.   
 
I appreciate that this new period of lockdown will be difficult for us all.  Staff will miss the  
students, and students will miss their friends and teachers and we will miss our friends and 
family.  We will be concerned about our health and the health of those we love.  Many of us 
will have friends or families facing financial struggles in light of yet another lockdown and 
parents will be anxious about their children’s education and wellbeing.  Nonetheless, I am 
confident that we will all pull together and support each other.  The end is in sight and there 
is optimism for the future with the roll out of the vaccine and the return to normality is on 
the horizon.    
 
Myself and the whole senior team are here to support you in any way we can.  Thank you as 
ever for your flexibility, patience, support and understanding without which our school 
could not continue.  
 
Stay safe.   
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
Ms B Honnor  
Headteacher   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Timings of the Remote School Day – Please note that the timings of the school day has been 
slightly adapted as is always the case for remote learning, to allow for comfort breaks.  

 

 Year 7  Year 8  Year 9  Year 10  Year 11  Year 12  Year 13  

08:30- 
08:50am  

FORM        
8:30-8:50am  

FORM        
8:30-8:50am  

FORM        
8:30-8:50am  

FORM        
8:30-8:50am  

FORM        
8:30-8:50am  

 
FORM        

8:30-8:50am 

 
FORM        

8:40-8:50am  

09:00- 
9:50am  

Period 1      
9:00-9:50am  

Period 1      
9:00-9:50am 

Period 1      
9:00-9:50am 

Period 1      
9:00-9:50am 

Period 1      
9:00-9:50am 

Period 1      
9:00-9:50am 

Period 1      
9:00-9:50am 

09:55- 
10:15am  

Break        
9:55-10:15am  

  Break        
9:55-10:15am  

  

Period 2      
10:00-10:55am  Period 2      

10:00-10:55am 
Period 2      

10:00-10:55am 

Break        
9:55-10:15am  

  Break         
9:55-10:15am  

10:15- 
    

10:55am  Period 2      
10:15-11:15am  

Period 2      
10:15-11:15am  

   Period 2     
10:15-11:15am  

  

Period 2      
10:15-11:15am  

10:55am- 
11:15am  

Break        
10:55-11:15am  

  Break        
10:55-11:15am  

  Break        
10:55-11:15am  

11:20am- 
12:15pm  

Period 3      
11:20am12:15pm  

Period 3      
11:20am12:15pm  

Period 3      
11:20am12:15pm  

Period 3      
11:20am12:15pm  

Period 3      
11:20am12:15pm  

Period 3      
11:20am12:15pm  

Period 3      
11:20am12:15pm  

12:15- 
12:55pm  

 Lunch         Lunch        
 12:15-12:55pm  12:15-12:55pm  Period 4      

12:20-1:20pm  
Period 4      

12:20-1:20pm  
Period 4      

12:20-1:20pm  

 Lunch        Lunch         
 12:15-12:55pm  12:15-12:55pm  

12:55- 
1:20pm  

Period 4      
1:00-1:55pm  

Period 4      
1:00-1:55pm  

Period 4      
1:00-1:55pm  

Period 4      
1:00-1:55pm  1:20- 

1:55pm  
 Lunch        Lunch         Lunch        
 1:20-1:55pm  1:20-1:55pm  1:20-1:55pm  

2:00- 
2:40pm  

Period 5      
2:00-2:40pm  

Period 5      
2:00-2:40pm  Period 5      

2:00-2:55pm  
Period 5      
2:00-2:55pm  Period 5      

2:00-3:00pm  
Period 5      
2:00-3:00pm  

Period 5      
2:00-3:00pm  

2:40- 
2:50pm  Live lessons finish at 2:40pm  

2:55- 
3:05pm        Live lessons finish at 2:55pm  

3:05- 
3:10pm              

Live lessons finish at 3:05  



 


