
 

 

4th January 2022 
 

Dear Parents, Carers and Students, 
 
I hope that you are all safe and well and that you had a lovely Christmas and New Year.   
 
On site Testing 
 
As you know students return to school tomorrow for their LFD tests.  Please see the timings 
below.   
 
Time Year Group 
9am Years 12 and 13 
10am Year 11 
11am Year 10 
12noon Year 9 
1pm Year 8 
2pm Year 7 
 
Students who consent to testing will need to attend the Marriotts Sports Centre at their 
allotted session for their test.  
 
Testing should take no more than 15 minutes, and students will return home straight 
after.  Any positive test results will be communicated home immediately.  For ease, siblings 
across different year groups may attend a session together.  
 
Previously, advice was that individuals should wait 90 days from a positive covid-19 test 
result before participating in LFD testing.  However, guidance has now changed.  Even if 
someone has tested positive for COVID-19 within in the last 90 days they are strongly 
recommended to take LFD tests on site and at home, once their isolation period for their 
infection is completed. 
 
If you have not yet completed the consent survey but still wish for your child(ren) to be 
tested, they may attend the sports centre at the time set out above to take part in testing.   
 
All students should do an LFD test today (Tuesday) and only attend the school site for 
testing tomorrow if they are negative.  Testing at home and on site will help reduce 
transmission after a period of social mixing during the holidays.  Students should then 
continue to test twice weekly at home and to report all results to NHS Track and trace and 
inform the school by emailing AA-Attendance@marriotts.herts.sch.uk  and copying in 
b.honnor@marriotts.herts.sch.uk.  Test kits will be available at school from Mr Drackford’s 
desk at usual. 



  
Mask Wearing  
  
As you will be aware from the news, the Government have recommended that face 
coverings are worn in classrooms for pupils in years 7 and above.  This advice is short term, 
to support pupils and teachers as they return to school this term.  This builds on existing 
guidance recommending mask wearing in all communal areas.   This guidance will remain in 
place until Wednesday 26th January.  All students who are not exempt should bring their 
own mask to school and masks must be worn in all times including in classrooms, except 
when students are eating and drinking.   Students who are exempt should wear their 
exemption lanyards at all times rather than keeping these in their bags or blazer pockets.  
We will have a supply of spare lanyards available from Thursday, however, we ask that all 
students have been given lanyards find these and wear them.   If your child has recently 
become exempt, please email their Head of Year so they can be added to the exemption list.  
 
We will continue to ensure that classrooms are well ventilated and students will continue to 
be asked to go outside at break and lunchtime when not eating or drinking.  Please ensure 
your child wears suitable layers under their school shirt and wears a school jumper under 
their blazer and brings an appropriate coat to school. 
 
Uniform and Equipment 
  
Changing rooms remain open so students should wear their full school uniform every day.   
The full uniform list is available at the end of this letter.  With the exception of the black 
leather trainers which are permitted in uniform regulations, no trainers should be worn in 
the school building.    False nails and nose piercings are not permitted. 
 
Thank you for ensuring that your child returns to school in full school uniform on Thursday 
6th January.  Students may attend testing in their own clothes on Wednesday. 
 
Students should ensure they have the right equipment with them from Thursday (pen, 
pencil, ruler, eraser, scientific calculator, school diary and water bottle).   
 
Full details of uniform expectations are on our website: 
https://www.marriotts.herts.sch.uk/627/uniform  
 
Set changes 
  
There will be some changes to sets from January.  A separate message will be sent out 
regarding these changes tomorrow. 
 
Attendance at School 
  
All students should attend school unless they are unwell.  If your child is displaying any 
symptoms of COVID-19 they are advised to stay at home and seek a PCR test.   
 
 
 
 

https://www.marriotts.herts.sch.uk/627/uniform


 

 
 
Changes to the self-isolation period for individuals who test positive for COVID-19 
  
Since Wednesday 22nd December, the 10 day isolation period for people who record a 
positive PCR test has been reduced to 7 days in most circumstances unless you cannot test 
for any reason. 
 
Individuals may now take LFD tests on days 6 and 7 of their isolation period.   Those who 
receive two negative test results are no longer required to complete 10 full days of self-
isolation.  The first test must be taken no earlier than day 6 of the self-isolation period and 
tests must be taken 24 hours apart.  If both these test results are negative and a student or 
staff member does not have a high temperature, they may end their self-isolation after the 
second negative test result and return to school from day 7.  Staff members should 
continue to follow guidance for the sector taking LFD tests on day 8, 9 and 10.  Anyone who 
is unable to take an LFD test, will need to complete the 10 day period of self-isolation.  
 
If your child receives a positive LFD result, they should remain at home and seek a PCR.   
 
Daily Testing for close contacts of COVID-19 
  
Staff who are fully vaccinated and young people aged between 5-18 years and six months, 
identified as close contacts of someone with COVID-19, should take an LFD test every day 
for 7 days and continue to attend school as normal, unless they have a positive test or 
develop symptoms at any time.    
 
Vaccinations 
 
In response to the threat of the Omicron variant the NHS will continue to communicate to 
children and young people about their eligibility for boosters sand vaccines.  Government 
guidance states that the vaccine is the best weapon against the virus and that vaccination 
reduces the risk of infection, helps break the chain of transmission and is safe and effective.  
The Government encourage all those who are eligible to take up the offer of vaccinations 
and boosters.   
 
Examinations 
 
At present, all A Level and GCSE exams will take place.  This will be reviewed at national 
level in February.   
 
 
 
 



Staff Absence 
  
As you will know from the news, there is likely to be some disruption to staffing levels due 
to COVID-19 over the next half term and there is a limit of supply staff available at a national 
level.  As a school, our primary aim is to remain open, but we do have a contingency plan in 
place should there be significant levels of staff absence which may lead to closing certain 
year groups.  In this situation, remote learning will be arranged. 
 
There is no requirement for students to remain in bubbles and therefore the Government 
are recommending that if there are significant levels of staff absence, groups may need to 
be combined.  We will try to arrange cover to prioritise exam classes (Years 11 and 13 where 
possible).  Our Outbreak plan remains in place. 
 

I hope that you have a fantastic week and we look forward to welcoming back your children 
for the term ahead.  
 
Kind regards, 

 
 

Ms B Honnor 
Headteacher 

Marriotts School 
 

 

 

 

 


