
 

 
 
 
 
          

Marriotts School Newsletter Friday 4th September 2020 
 
Message from Ms Honnor regarding full re-opening  
 
Dear Parents, Carers, Students and Families, 
 
I hope you are safe and well.  We are very much looking forward to welcoming students back to 
school at the start of the new term.  Today we met our new Year 7s and it was wonderful to see 
students back in school and looking so smart and enthusiastic! 
 
I would like to congratulate again, all of our Year 11, Year 12 and 13 students on their fantastic 
success in their GCSE and A Level qualifications and I would like to wish our Year 13 leavers the best 
of luck in their future endeavors at university, in apprenticeships and in the world of work.  Keep in 
touch! 
 
I am writing today to clarify again, information about the start of term and also to share some more 
information following the updating of the Government Guidance on the full re-opening of schools.  
 
The Start of Term  
 
I hope that by now you have all had the opportunity to read my letter of 21st August and watch the 
narrated PPT which was sent out at the end of last term which outlined in detail arrangements for 
this school year (see link in the letter dated 21st August). 
 
Accessing the school site 
 
As you know each year group has been given a specific entrance to school and a specific arrival and 
departure time.  It is very important that students use these entrances and arrive at the right time.  
Although students must use the designated entrances to the main building, they can access the site 
either from the Brittain Way or Telford Avenue gates and then walk around the side of the school 
building, as required to access their designated entrance.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



First Full day of Term Monday 7th September: All students to return to school full time 
 
Year 7 – Arrive from 8.00-8.15am – Enter school building via Brittain Way (Front) main entrance.  
Go up front stairwell to form room in the Languages corridor.  (staff will direct)  
Year 8 – Arrive from 8.00-8.15am  – Enter school building via Telford Av (Back) entrance.  Go up 
back stairwell to form room in Maths corridor. (staff will direct)  
Year 9 – Arrive from 8.20-8.30am  – Enter school building via Telford Av (Back) entrance.  Go to 
form rooms on middle floor/PE rooms, use back stairwell.  (staff will direct).  
Year 10 – Arrive from 8.20-8.30am -  Enter school building via Brittain Way (Front) main entrance.  
Go up front stairwell to form room in Humanities corridor (staff will direct).  
Year 11 – Arrive from 8.20-8.30am  – Enter school building via English corridor fire doors.  Go to 
form room in English corridor (staff will direct).  
Year 12 – Arrive from 8.30-8.40am  – Enter school building via Both front and back entrances.  Use 
central stairwells to go to form room in Science.  
Year 13 – Arrive at 10.15am by - Enter school building via both front and back entrances.  Use 
central stairwells to go to form room in Science.  
 
All students should wear full school uniform or follow the Sixth Form dress code on the first day 

term (and for Year 7 Induction).   

 
Student Induction 
 
All year groups will be given detailed information about the new systems in place at school in 
response to Covid 19, including, arrangements for break and lunchtime, arrangements for arrival 
and departure, social distancing, hygiene expectations, movement around the building etc. We will 
also revisit all of Marriotts school expectations with students during their induction and reflect with 
students on their experiences during school closure.   
 
 
Key Principles of our full re-opening 
 

• We aim to maintain as much normality as possible for students and staff whilst prioritising 

safety for all.  

• We aim to preserve the normal curriculum model as closely as possible.  

• We want to ensure that we deliver a high quality of education, which allows students to 
thrive and progress and access a broad and balanced curriculum.  

 
 
Detailed information regarding changes and logistics relating to our full reopening were contained in 
my letter of 21st August (attached).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Revised Timings of the School Day  
 
Please see below the revised timings of the school day, which have been put in place to 
accommodate staggered starts and finishes to the school day and staggered break and lunch times.   
 

08:00-
08:30am 

8:00-8.15am arrival and straight 
to form for silent reading 

8:20-8:30am arrival. Straight to form 
  

08:30-
08:50am 

FORM          
8:30-8:50am 

FORM          
8:30-8:50am 

FORM          
8:30-8:50am 

FORM          
8:30-8:50am 

FORM          
8:30-8:50am 

Arrive for 8:40am Form 

FORM          
8:40-8:50am 

FORM          
8:40-8:50am 

08:50-
9:50am 

Period 1     
8:50-9:50am 

Period 1     
8:50-9:50am 

Period 1     
8:50-9:50am 

Period 1     
8:50-9:50am 

Period 1     
8:50-9:50am 

Period 1     
8:50-9:50am 

Period 1     
8:50-9:50am 

09:55-
10:15am 

Break          
9:55-10:15am 

Break          
9:55-10:15am 

Period 2     
9:55-10:55am 

Period 2     
9:55-10:55am 

Period 2     
9:55-10:55am 

Break          
9:55-10:15am 

Break          
9:55-10:15am 

10:15-
10:55am Period 2     

10:15-
11:15am 

Period 2     
10:15-

11:15am 

Period 2     
10:15-

11:15am 

Period 2     
10:15-

11:15am 

10:55am-
11:15am 

Break         
10:55-

11:15am 

Break         
10:55-

11:15am 

Break         
10:55-

11:15am 

11:15am-
12:15pm 

Period 3     
11:15am-
12:15pm 

Period 3     
11:15am-
12:15pm 

Period 3     
11:15am-
12:15pm 

Period 3     
11:15am-
12:15pm 

Period 3     
11:15am-
12:15pm 

Period 3     
11:15am-
12:15pm 

Period 3     
11:15am-
12:15pm 

12:15-
12:55pm 

Lunch          
12:15-

12:55pm 

Lunch          
12:15-

12:55pm 
Period 4     

12:20-1:20pm 
Period 4     

12:20-1:20pm 
Period 4     

12:20-1:20pm 

Lunch          
12:15-

12:55pm 

Lunch          
12:15-

12:55pm 

12:55-
1:20pm 

Period 4     
1:00-1:55pm 

Period 4     
1:00-1:55pm 

Period 4     
1:00-1:55pm 

Period 4     
1:00-1:55pm 1:20-

1:55pm 
Lunch          

1:20-1:55pm 
Lunch          

1:20-1:55pm 
Lunch          

1:20-1:55pm 

2:00-
3:00pm 

Period 5     
2:00-2:55pm 

Period 5     
2:00-2:55pm 

Period 5     
2:00-3:00pm 

Period 5     
2:00-3:00pm 

Period 5     
2:00-3:00pm 

Period 5     
2:00-2:55pm 

Period 5     
2:00-2:55pm 



The use of face coverings at Marriotts School 
 
On 1st September I wrote to parents, carers and students outlining Marriotts school guidance about 
wearing a face mask in communal areas in school.  We are a very large school and although we have 
put in robust measures to ensure students are in ‘bubbles’, and break and lunchtimes and arrival 
and departures are staggered, nonetheless there will be some passing of students and staff in 
corridors. We have, therefore, decided to recommend that all staff will wear masks during lesson 
transitions and when on duty in any situation where social distancing may not be possible (some 
staff will be exempt from the wearing of masks). We also recommend, but do not mandate, that 
students also wear masks during any lesson transitions and when in communal areas and at break 
and lunchtime if not eating or drinking, where they are unable to maintain social distancing of two 
metres from adults. We understand that not all students will be able to wear masks for medical 
reasons or because of additional needs, however where possible we recommend that students do 
wear masks in the situations outlined above and I would ask parents to provide these for their 
children.  We will keep this under review in light of any Government changes.  The wearing of face 
masks for students and staff in lessons is not recommended but it is at the discretion of some 
individuals.   
 
Government guidance suggests that it is reasonable to assume that students will now have access to 
face coverings, due to their increasing use in wider society.  However, if any student is struggling to 
access a face covering, the school can provide this on request to the Head of Year.   
 
Students should clean or sanitise their hands before and after putting on their masks if they are 
wearing them and should bring a sealable plastic bag (e.g. a freezer bag) to store their masks when 
they are not wearing them.  Face coverings should be appropriate for use in school.  If we have 
concerns about the style of mask being used, contact will be made to families by the Head of Year.   

 
Extra Curricular Offer 
 
At the start of term breakfast provision, lunchtime and after school clubs will not be running.  
However, this will be reviewed and resumed as soon as possible.  
 
Ongoing Communication 
 
Now that the school term has re-started we will return to a weekly rather than bi-weekly newsletter, 
but I will of course write to parents more frequently should we receive more information or need to 
update you in any way. 
 
Uniform 
 
On the first day of term all students should be in full school uniform regardless of whether or not 
they have PE.  Detailed information about school uniform including the wearing of PE kit to school 
on days when students have practical PE are contained within my letter of 21st August.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Remote Learning for students in quarantine or displaying symptoms of Covid  
 
Where a pupil is unable to attend school because they are complying with clinical or public health 
advice, students will be assigned remote learning tasks, which will be primarily based around the 
Oak National Academy lessons, produced by the Government. Students learning remotely will be 
guided and supported by their Head of Year. 
 
Updated Government Guidance on Re-opening  
 
As you may be aware the Government published updated Guidance on Re-opening on 28th August.  
There are some minor changes and so we are updating our re-opening document and our risk 
assessment in light of this guidance and will share these documents with you next week.  We do 
however recommend that parents read the full guidance document for their information.  You can 
read the guidance by clicking on the link below. 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-
outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools 
 
 
This document outlines the main changes since the previous update.  I would like to draw parents’ 
attention to the following sections of the Guidance.   
 
“It is our plan that all pupils, in all year groups, will return to school full time from the beginning of 
the Autumn term.  The prevalence of coronavirus (COVID-19) has decreased, our NHS Test and Trace 
system is up and running and we are clear about the measures that need to be in place to create 
safer environments within schools. 

Returning to school is vital for children’s education and for their wellbeing. Time out of school is 
detrimental for children’s cognitive and academic development, particularly for disadvantaged 
children. This impact can affect both current levels of learning and children’s future ability to learn 
therefore we need to ensure all pupils can return to school sooner rather than later. 

The risk to children themselves of becoming severely ill from coronavirus (COVID-19) is very low and 
there are negative health impacts of being out of school. We know that school is a vital point of 
contact for public health and safeguarding services that are critical to the wellbeing of children and 
families. 

Lower academic achievement also translates into long-term economic costs due to having a less 
well-qualified workforce. This affects the standard of living that today’s pupils will have over the 
course of their entire life. For many households school closures have also affected their ability to 
work. As the economy begins to recover, we need to remove this barrier so parents and carers can 
return to work. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools


In relation to working in schools, whilst it is not possible to ensure a totally risk-free environment, 
the Office of National Statistics’ analysis on coronavirus (COVID-19) related deaths linked to 
occupations suggests that staff in educational settings tend not to be at any greater risk from the 
disease than many other occupations. There is no evidence that children transmit the disease any 
more than adults. 

Given the improved position, the balance of risk is now overwhelmingly in favour of children 
returning to school. For the vast majority of children, the benefits of being back in school far 
outweigh the very low risk from coronavirus (COVID-19). This guidance explains the steps schools 
need to take to reduce the risks further. As a result, we can plan for all children to return and start to 
reverse the enormous costs of missed education. This will be an important move back towards 
normal life for many children and families 

Schools must comply with health and safety law, which requires them to assess risks and put in place 
proportionate control measures. Schools should thoroughly review their health and safety risk 
assessments and draw up plans for the autumn term that address the risks identified using 
the system of controls. These are an adapted form of the system of protective measures that will be 
familiar from the summer term. Essential measures include: 
 a requirement that people who are ill stay at home 

 robust hand and respiratory hygiene 

 enhanced cleaning arrangements 

 active engagement with NHS Test and Trace 

 formal consideration of how to reduce contacts and maximise distancing between those in 
school wherever possible and minimise the potential for contamination so far as is reasonably 
practicable 

How contacts are reduced will depend on the school’s circumstances and will (as much as possible) 
include: 

 grouping children together 

 avoiding contact between groups 

 arranging classrooms with forward facing desks 

 staff maintaining distance from pupils and other staff as much as possible 

 

Systems of Control  

Prevention 

1) Minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus 
(COVID-19) symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not attend school. 

2) Where recommended, use of face coverings in schools. 

3) Clean hands thoroughly more often than usual. 

4) Ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach. 

5) Introduce enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces often, using 
standard products such as detergents and bleach. 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/causesofdeath/bulletins/coronaviruscovid19relateddeathsbyoccupationenglandandwales/deathsregistereduptoandincluding20april2020
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/causesofdeath/bulletins/coronaviruscovid19relateddeathsbyoccupationenglandandwales/deathsregistereduptoandincluding20april2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#soc


 

6) Minimise contact between individuals and maintain social distancing wherever possible. 

 

7) Where necessary, wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE). 

Numbers 1 to 5 must be in place in all schools, all the time. 

Number 6 must be properly considered and schools must put in place measures that suit their 
particular circumstances. 

Number 7 applies in specific circumstances. 
 

Prevention  

1. Minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus 
(COVID-19) symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not attend school 

Ensuring that pupils, staff and other adults do not come into the school if they have coronavirus 
(COVID-19) symptoms or have tested positive in at least the last 10 days and ensuring anyone 
developing those symptoms during the school day is sent home, are essential actions to reduce the 
risk in schools and further drive down transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19). 

All schools must follow this process and ensure all staff are aware of it. 

If anyone in the school becomes unwell with a new and persistent cough or a high temperature, or 
has a loss of or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia), they must be sent home 
and advised to follow guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) 
infection, which sets out that they should self-isolate for at least 10 days and should arrange to have 
a test to see if they have coronavirus (COVID-19). 

If they have tested positive whilst not experiencing symptoms but develop symptoms during the 
isolation period, they should restart the 10-day isolation period from the day they develop 
symptoms. 

Other members of their household (including any siblings) should self-isolate for 14 days from when 
the symptomatic person first had symptoms. 

If a child is awaiting collection, they should be moved, if possible, to a room where they can be 
isolated behind a closed door, depending on the age and needs of the child, with appropriate adult 
supervision if required. Ideally, a window should be opened for ventilation. If it is not possible to 
isolate them, move them to an area which is at least 2 metres away from other people. 

If they need to go to the bathroom while waiting to be collected, they should use a separate 
bathroom if possible. The bathroom must be cleaned and disinfected using standard cleaning 
products before being used by anyone else. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-how-it-works#people-who-develop-symptoms-of-coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-how-it-works#people-who-develop-symptoms-of-coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested


PPE must be worn by staff caring for the child while they await collection if a distance of 2 metres 
cannot be maintained (such as for a very young child or a child with complex needs). More 
information on PPE use can be found in the safe working in education, childcare and children’s social 
care settings, including the use of personal protective equipment (PPE) guidance. 
If a child in a boarding school shows symptoms, they should initially self-isolate in their residential 
setting household. Most children will benefit from self-isolating in their boarding house so that their 
usual support can continue. Others will benefit more from self-isolating in their family home. For 
more information on how to care for a symptomatic child while protecting the welfare of other 
pupils and staff, read the guidance on isolation for residential educational settings. 

As is usual practice, in an emergency, call 999 if someone is seriously ill or injured or their life is at 
risk. Anyone with coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms should not visit the GP, pharmacy, urgent care 
centre or a hospital. 

Any members of staff who have helped someone with symptoms and any pupils who have been in 
close contact with them do not need to go home to self-isolate unless they develop symptoms 
themselves (in which case, they should arrange a test) or if the symptomatic person subsequently 
tests positive or they have been requested to do so by NHS Test and Trace. 

Everyone must wash their hands thoroughly for 20 seconds with soap and running water or use 
hand sanitiser after any contact with someone who is unwell. The area around the person with 
symptoms must be cleaned with normal household bleach after they have left to reduce the risk of 
passing the infection on to other people. See the COVID-19: cleaning of non-healthcare settings 
guidance. 

Public Health England is clear that routinely taking the temperature of pupils is not recommended as 
this is an unreliable method for identifying coronavirus (COVID-19). 

Where recommended, use of face coverings in schools  

The government is not recommending universal use of face coverings in all schools. Schools that 
teach children in years 7 and above and which are not under specific local restriction measures will 
have the discretion to require face coverings for pupils, staff and visitors in areas outside the 
classroom where social distancing cannot easily be maintained, such as corridors and communal 
areas and it has been deemed appropriate in those circumstances. Primary school children will not 
need to wear a face covering. 

In particular, schools that teach years 7 and above may decide to recommend the wearing of face 
coverings for pupils, staff or visitors in communal areas outside the classroom where the layout of 
the schools makes it difficult to maintain social distancing when staff and pupils are moving around 
the premises, for example, corridors. 

In primary schools where social distancing is not possible in areas outside of classrooms between 
members of staff or visitors, for example in staffrooms, headteachers will have the discretion to 
decide whether to ask staff or visitors to wear, or agree to them wearing face coverings in these 
circumstances. 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-isolation-for-residential-educational-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-isolation-for-residential-educational-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings


 

 

Based on current evidence and the measures that schools are already putting in place, such as the 
system of controls and consistent bubbles, face coverings will not be necessary in the classroom 
even where social distancing is not possible. Face coverings would have a negative impact on 
teaching and their use in the classroom should be avoided. 

Where local restrictions apply: 

In areas where local lockdowns or restrictions are in place, face coverings should be worn by adults 
and pupils (in years 7 and above) in areas outside classrooms when moving around communal areas 
where social distancing is difficult to maintain such as corridors. 

In the event of new local restrictions being imposed, schools will need to communicate quickly and 
clearly to staff, parents, pupils that the new arrangements require the use of face coverings in 
certain circumstances. 

Exemptions: 
Some individuals are exempt from wearing face coverings. This applies to those who: 
• cannot put on, wear or remove a face covering because of a physical or mental illness or 
impairment or disability 
• speak to or provide assistance to someone who relies on lip reading, clear sound or facial 
expression to communicate 
The same exemptions will apply in education settings, and we would expect teachers and other staff 
to be sensitive to those needs. 
 

Access to face coverings 

It is reasonable to assume that staff and young people will now have access to face coverings due to 
their increasing use in wider society, and Public Health England has made available resources on 
how to make a simple face covering. 

However, where anybody is struggling to access a face covering, or where they are unable to use 
their face covering due to having forgotten it or it having become soiled or unsafe, education 
settings should take steps to have a small contingency supply available to meet such needs. 

No-one should be excluded from education on the grounds that they are not wearing a face 
covering. 

Safe wearing and removal of face coverings 

 Schools should have a process for removing face coverings when those who use face 
coverings arrive at school, and when face coverings are worn at school in certain 
circumstances. This process should be communicated clearly to pupils and staff. 

 Safe wearing of face coverings requires cleaning of hands before and after touching – 
including to remove or put them on – and the safe storage of them in individual, sealable 



plastic bags between use. Where a face covering becomes damp, it should not be worn and 
the face covering should be replaced carefully. 

 Pupils must be instructed not to touch the front of their face covering during use or when 
removing it and they must dispose of temporary face coverings in a ‘black bag’ waste bin 
(not recycling bin) or place reusable face coverings in a plastic bag they can take home with 
them, and then wash their hands again before heading to their classroom. 

 We know that this is not always possible, particularly when working with younger children, but if 
adults can do this when circumstances allow that will help. In particular, they should avoid close face 
to face contact and minimise time spent within 1 metre of anyone. Similarly, it will not be possible 
when working with many pupils who have complex needs or who need close contact care. These 
pupils’ educational and care support should be provided as normal. 

Engage with the NHS Test and Trace process 
Schools must ensure they understand the NHS Test and Trace process and how to contact their 
local Public Health England health protection team. Schools must ensure that staff members and 
parents/carers understand that they will need to be ready and willing to: 
 book a test if they or their child are displaying symptoms. Staff and pupils must not come into the 

school if they have symptoms and must be sent home to self-isolate if they develop them in 
school. All children can be tested, including children under 5, but children aged 11 and under will 
need to be helped by their parents/carers if using a home testing kit 

 provide details of anyone they or their child have been in close contact with if they were to test 
positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) or if asked by NHS Test and Trace 

 self-isolate if they have been in close contact with someone who tests positive for coronavirus 
(COVID-19), or if anyone in their household develops symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) 

Anyone who displays symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) can and should get a test. Tests can be 
booked online through the NHS testing and tracing for coronavirus website, or ordered by telephone 
via NHS 119 for those without access to the internet. Essential workers, which includes anyone 
involved in education or childcare, have priority access to testing. 

The government will ensure that it is as easy as possible to get a test through a wide range of routes 
that are locally accessible, fast and convenient. We will release more details on new testing avenues 
as and when they become available and will work with schools so they understand the quickest and 
easiest way to get a test. By the autumn term, all schools will be provided with a small number of 
home testing kits that they can give directly to parents/carers collecting a child who has developed 
symptoms at school, or staff who have developed symptoms at school, where they think providing 
one will significantly increase the likelihood of them getting tested. Advice will be provided alongside 
these kits. 

Schools should ask parents and staff to inform them immediately of the results of a test and follow 
this guidance. 

1. If someone tests negative, if they feel well and no longer have symptoms similar to coronavirus 
(COVID-19), they can stop self-isolating. They could still have another virus, such as a cold or flu – in 
which case it is still best to avoid contact with other people until they are better. Other members of 
their household can stop self-isolating. 

2. If someone tests positive, they should follow the guidance for households with possible or 
confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection and must continue to self-isolate for at least 10 days 
from the onset of their symptoms and then return to school only if they do not have symptoms 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/contacts-phe-health-protection-teams
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/


 

other than cough or loss of sense of smell/taste. This is because a cough or anosmia can last for 
several weeks once the infection has gone. The 10-day period starts from the day when they first 
became ill. If they still have a high temperature, they should keep self-isolating until their 
temperature returns to normal. Other members of their household should continue self-isolating for 
the full 14 days. 

Manage confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) amongst the school community 

Schools must take swift action when they become aware that someone who has attended has tested 
positive for coronavirus (COVID-19). Schools should contact the local health protection team. This 
team will also contact schools directly if they become aware that someone who has tested positive 
for coronavirus (COVID-19) attended the school – as identified by NHS Test and Trace. 

The health protection team will carry out a rapid risk assessment to confirm who has been in close 
contact with the person during the period that they were infectious, and ensure they are asked to 
self-isolate. 

The health protection team will work with schools in this situation to guide them through the actions 
they need to take. Based on the advice from the health protection team, schools must send home 
those people who have been in close contact with the person who has tested positive, advising them 
to self-isolate for 14 days since they were last in close contact with that person when they were 
infectious. Close contact means: 

 direct close contacts - face to face contact with an infected individual for any length of time, 
within 1 metre, including being coughed on, a face to face conversation, or unprotected physical 
contact (skin-to-skin) 

 proximity contacts - extended close contact (within 1 to 2 metres for more than 15 minutes) with 
an infected individual 

 travelling in a small vehicle, like a car, with an infected person 

The health protection team will provide definitive advice on who must be sent home. To support 
them in doing so, we recommend schools keep a record of pupils and staff in each group, and any 
close contact that takes places between children and staff in different groups (see section 6 of the 
system of control for more on grouping pupils). This should be a proportionate recording process. 
Schools do not need to ask pupils to record everyone they have spent time with each day or ask staff 
to keep definitive records in a way that is overly burdensome. 

A template letter will be provided to schools, on the advice of the health protection team, to send to 
parents and staff if needed. Schools must not share the names or details of people with coronavirus 
(COVID-19) unless essential to protect others. 

Household members of those contacts who are sent home do not need to self-isolate themselves 
unless the child, young person or staff member who is self-isolating subsequently develops 
symptoms. If someone in a class or group that has been asked to self-isolate develops symptoms 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#five
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themselves within their 14-day isolation period they should follow guidance for households with 
possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection. They should get a test, and: 
 if the test delivers a negative result, they must remain in isolation for the remainder of the 14-

day isolation period. This is because they could still develop the coronavirus (COVID-19) within 
the remaining days. 

 if the test result is positive, they should inform their setting immediately, and should isolate for 
at least 10 days from the onset of their symptoms (which could mean the self-isolation ends 
before or after the original 14-day isolation period). Their household should self-isolate for at 
least 14 days from when the symptomatic person first had symptoms, following guidance for 
households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection 

Schools should not request evidence of negative test results or other medical evidence before 
admitting children or welcoming them back after a period of self-isolation. 

In the majority of cases, schools and parents will be in agreement that a child with symptoms should 
not attend school, given the potential risk to others. In the event that a parent or guardian insists on 
a child attending school, schools can take the decision to refuse the child if in their reasonable 
judgement it is necessary to protect their pupils and staff from possible infection with coronavirus 
(COVID-19). Any such decision would need to be carefully considered in light of all the circumstances 
and the current public health advice. 

Further guidance is available on testing and tracing for coronavirus (COVID-19). 

Contain any outbreak by following local health protection team advice 

If schools have two or more confirmed cases within 14 days, or an overall rise in sickness absence 
where coronavirus (COVID-19) is suspected, they may have an outbreak and must continue to work 
with their local health protection team who will be able to advise if additional action is required. 

In some cases, health protection teams may recommend that a larger number of other pupils self-
isolate at home as a precautionary measure – perhaps the whole site or year group. If schools are 
implementing controls from this list, addressing the risks they have identified and therefore reducing 
transmission risks, whole school closure based on cases within the school will not generally be 
necessary, and should not be considered except on the advice of health protection teams. 

In consultation with the local Director of Public Health, where an outbreak in a school is confirmed, a 
mobile testing unit may be dispatched to test others who may have been in contact with the person 
who has tested positive. Testing will first focus on the person’s class, followed by their year group, 
then the whole school if necessary, in line with routine public health outbreak control practice. 
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Attendance expectations 

In March, when the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic was increasing, we made clear no parent 
would be penalised or sanctioned for their child’s non-attendance at school. 

Now the circumstances have changed, it is vital for all children to return to school to minimise, as far 
as possible, the longer-term impact of the pandemic on children’s education, wellbeing and wider 
development. 

Missing out on more time in the classroom risks pupils falling further behind. Those with higher 
overall absence tend to achieve less well in both primary and secondary school. School attendance 
will therefore be mandatory again from the beginning of the autumn term. This means from that 
point, the usual rules on school attendance will apply, including: 

• parents’ duty to secure that their child attends regularly at school where the child is a registered 
pupil at school and they are of compulsory school age. 

• schools’ responsibilities to record attendance and follow up absence. 

• the availability to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices in line with local authorities’ 
codes of conduct 

Pupils who are shielding or self-isolating 

We now know much more about coronavirus (COVID-19) and so in future, there will be far fewer 
children and young people advised to shield whenever community transmission rates are high. 
Therefore, the majority of pupils will be able to return to school. You should note however that: 

• a small number of pupils will still be unable to attend in line with public health advice because they 
are self-isolating and have had symptoms or a positive test result themselves, or because they are a 
close contact of someone who has coronavirus (COVID-19) 

• shielding advice for all adults and children was paused on 1 August 2020 which means that even 
the small number of pupils who will remain on the shielded patient list can also return to school, as 
can those who have family members who were shielding - read the current advice on shielding 

• if rates of the disease rise in local areas, children (or family members) from that area, and that area 
only, may be advised to shield during the period where rates remain high and, therefore, they may 
be temporarily unable to attend 



• pupils no longer required to shield but who generally remain under the care of a specialist health 
professional are likely to discuss their care with their health professional at their next planned 
clinical appointment - you can find more advice from the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child 
Health at COVID-19 - ‘shielding’ guidance for children and young people 

Specialists in paediatric medicine have reviewed the latest evidence on the level of risk posed to 
children and young people from coronavirus (COVID-19). The latest evidence indicates that the risk 
of serious illness for most children and young people is low. In the future, we expect fewer children 
and young people will be included on the shielded patient list. 

Patients can only be removed from the shielding patient list by their GP or specialist, following 
consultation with the child and their family, and other clinicians where appropriate. If a child or 
young person is removed from the shielded patient list in due course, they will no longer be advised 

to shield in the future if coronavirus (COVID-19) transmission increases. Discussion by a clinician with 
those previously advised that they were a clinically vulnerable child or young person but can now be 
removed from the shielded patient list, and with their families are ongoing. Since shielding advice 
has paused nationally, except in a very few areas where the implementation of local restrictions is 
ongoing, all previously affected children should be able to return to school except where individual 
clinical advice not to do so has been provided. 

Where a pupil is unable to attend school because they are complying with clinical or public health 
advice, we expect schools to be able to immediately offer them access to remote education. Schools 
should monitor engagement with this activity as set out in the action for all schools and local 
authorities section. 

Where children are not able to attend school as parents and carers are following clinical or public 
health advice, for example, self-isolation or family isolation, the absence will not be penalised. 

Pupils and families who are anxious about return to school 

All other pupils must attend school. Schools should bear in mind the potential concerns of pupils, 
parents and households who may be reluctant or anxious about returning and put the right support 
in place to address this. This may include pupils who have themselves been shielding previously but 
have been advised that this is no longer necessary, those living in households where someone is 
clinically vulnerable, or those concerned about the comparatively increased risk from coronavirus 
(COVID-19), including those from Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic (BAME) backgrounds or who have 
certain conditions such as obesity and diabetes. 

If parents of pupils with significant risk factors are concerned, we recommend schools discuss their 
concerns and provide reassurance of the measures they are putting in place to reduce the risk in 
school. Schools should be clear with parents that pupils of compulsory school age must be in school 
unless a statutory reason applies (for example, the pupil has been granted a leave of absence, is 
unable to attend because of sickness, is absent for a necessary religious observance). 

End of exerts from Government Guidance 
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