
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
         31st October 2020 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Students, 
 
I hope that you are well and that you have enjoyed your half term break so far.   
 
I am writing to update you regarding the current situation with positive cases of Covid 19 at Marriotts 
Schools and to summarise our plans for remote learning for those students who are isolating.    
 
Over the last two weeks (last week of the half term and half term week), as you know we have had a 
number of positive cases of Covid-19.  
 
In Year 11, seven students have been affected, all of whom were linked as close contacts. As there are 
a relatively high number of cases in Year 11, Public Health England advised us to isolate the whole 
Year 11 group bubble until 9th November.  As you may be aware,  wherever possible, Public Health are 
advising schools to isolate only those close contacts of an affected student, rather than isolating a whole 
year group bubble or secondary contacts (contacts of contacts).  However, due to the number of cases 
in Year 11, they reached the decision to isolate the whole Year Group bubble. 
 
Also, over the last two weeks, we have had a number of cases in Year 9- four in total. These cases 
were linked to each other.  Public Health have confirmed that for Year 9,  only those students identified 
as close contacts (from seating plans and track and trace processes) need to isolate.   
 
We have one case in Year 7 and a small number of identified contacts have been asked to isolate.      
 
In Year 8, we have had three cases,  which were sibling links to cases in other year groups.  Again, we 
have been advised that only identified close contacts need to isolate in Year 8.   
 
Due to the rise of cases at Marriotts School, (and nationally) I requested an in-depth meeting with HCC 
representatives from Public Health and national representatives from Public Health, as well as various 
members of the local Environmental Health team and healthcare professionals, myself, the Deputy 
Headteachers and the Chair of Governors. The meeting took place this weekend. This group have 
confirmed that the actions we have taken are correct.  They are confident in our risk assessment and 
control prevention measures.  They have confirmed that the school should remain open to all 
those students who have not been directed to self-isolate.   
 
In addition to those cases amongst the student body, we have also had two confirmed cases amongst 
the staff body. Neither staff members were identified as close contacts of affected students and neither 
of them have been identified as close contacts of any other students.  
 
We will be writing to parents with further details about the logistics of remote learning plans for 
next week, but the plans are summarised below: 
 
1. All Year 11 will be taught live through Microsoft Teams.  



  
 

2. Year 7, 10, 12 and 13 will be attending school as normal, and as previously, any individual 
students who are isolating due to their personal situation will be set remote learning primarily through 
Oak Academy for years 7 and 10 and by their class teacher for Years 12 and 13.  
3. Year 8 students who are isolating will be set work centrally through Oak Academy and this 
will be emailed out to students and families the evening before the affected school days. 
4. Year 9 students who are isolating will be set work centrally through Oak Academy and this 
will be emailed out to students and families the evening before the affected school days. 
 
On Monday morning during form time, myself and Mr Hutchings will deliver a student assembly, which 
will be delivered to all year groups. In this assembly we will update students about the current situation, 
and we will reiterate the importance of vigilance with hygiene measures, especially hand hygiene, catch 
it, kill it, bin it, mask wearing and maintaining distance from staff.    I would ask that you please 
emphasise the importance of these messages to your children.  
 
When returning to school please continue to remind your son/daughter of the need to arrive to school 
in full school uniform, (either PE kit or normal uniform) and to have their mask and lanyard displayed, 
so they can be checked on entry to the building. Those students with mask exemption must have a 
sticker on their lanyard. Where students arrive without masks or have incorrect uniform this will be 
logged on SIMS as a behaviour event which will appear to parents on school gateway. If your child 
receives a behaviour log for no mask/incorrect uniform, please discuss this with them when they get 
home from school. Your support with our expectations is really appreciated. Our policy of mask use is 
to protect all within the school community, and it is the student’s responsibility to wear a mask in indoor 
open areas unless they are exempt. Please also remind your children of the need to maintain social 
distancing staff and from others when travelling to and from school.  
 
Finally, a reminder to all parents that it is essential that you do not send your child into school 
if they have any symptoms of Covid -19, if they have been asked to self-isolate or if they are 
unwell.  
 
I will update parents further depending on the content of the Prime Minister's message today  
 
Thank you for your support, patience and understanding at this difficult time. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Ms B Honnor  
Headteacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 

         
 

 


