
 

 
 
 
30th April 2021 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Families, 
 
I hope you are managing at this very difficult time.  The tragic death of our student yesterday was 
devastating for students, staff, and our whole school community, especially those who knew her 
well. 
 
I wanted to update you briefly.   
 
Today myself and some members of our team have been in school; some students and families have 
already accessed counselling, others have been contacted to offer support and we have been 
working to plan our next steps as a school for the week ahead.  
 
Today our student’s family came into school to meet with myself and Mrs A Taylor.  On the way into 
school, they stopped to look at the many floral tributes that have been left for her at the front of the 
school.  They read all her cards and looked at the flowers and said that they took great comfort from 
these.   
 
The family told me that they are happy for me to share her name with you.  Her name was Julia 
Blackham, and she was in 7E.  
 
Thank you for continuing to respect Julia’s family’s privacy at this difficult time and for passing your 
condolences onto them through the school, not directly.   They have asked me to thank you all for 
the messages and floral tributes you have given.  I will share with Julia’s family all the kind messages 
with that you continue to send to the school, in due course.   
 
Julia’s family have stated that their daughter loved rainbows and unicorns and anything pink and 
have stated that such images, messages, or mementos that include these would be very special to 
them all.  Julia’s family are going to keep mementos and messages in a memory box, and I said I 
would pass this message on to you.   
 
 At the end of each day, we will bring floral tributes, messages and mementos into school, to ensure 
they are kept safe for Julia’s family.    Julia’s sisters shared the lovely messages they received from 
their classmates and stated that we are lucky to have such amazing students and staff.   
 
Thank you also, to the many families who have sent messages of support and condolences for our 
staff.  This is much appreciated. 
 
Julia’s family are aware of the unfortunate social media coverage and rumours that are circulating  
and have asked that we address this. In addition, there have been a number of email queries sent to 
the school, relating to the incident.  In response, please see the following statement from 
Hertfordshire Police.   



 
Herts police statement re Marriotts School, Stevenage 
 
Sadly, we are aware that a number of disturbing rumours are circulating regarding the incident at 
Marriotts School in Stevenage yesterday afternoon (Thursday 29 April).  
 
As a result, we are having to set the record straight, to prevent any further upset to the family 
involved and wider school community, who are understandably devastated by what has happened. 
 
As has already been widely explained by police, the incident was a medical episode, where a pupil 
became suddenly unwell and unresponsive. She was taken to hospital but, despite the best efforts of 
all involved, she sadly passed away. 
 
Specialist officers immediately attended and carried out enquiries into what had happened. The 
school were fully cooperative throughout and remain in contact with police. 
 
The incident is not being treated as suspicious and rumours suggesting that there was any third-
party involvement are completely untrue. 
 
We are aware that much of the speculation has risen from the fact that armed officers were present. 
These units were simply there due to the fact they happened to be nearby at the time and have 
specialist first aid skills. When an emergency such as this occurs, available officers - regardless of 
their normal duties - will always attend so that they can do their best for those in need. They were 
not there in an armed response capacity and pupils were not in danger at any time. 
 
We would once again urge people to please refrain from speculating on social media about what 
happened. 
 
This is a tragic incident which has already caused unimaginable pain and these rumours are only 
causing further heartache. 
 
We continue to provide support to the family and the school. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Dealing with Bereavement  
 
When a child in a school community dies, there is a deep sense of shock for their class, friends, peers 
and the wider school population including staff.  As a school, we recognise the impact that this will 
have on all of us over the coming days, weeks and months.  We would like to make you aware of the 
support that will be available to students, staff and families. 
On-site counselling support which includes:  

- 1-2-1 counselling 

- Drop-in sessions 

- Group bereavement sessions 

- Telephone counselling sessions 

- Online/virtual counselling sessions 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
We will be offering a chance for students to access a condolence room where they can go for quiet 
reflection and remembrance.  In due course we will be planning how else we can remember Julia in 
discussion with her family and particularly her sisters. 
We would also recommend the following online support agencies: 

- Young Minds (www.youngminds.org.uk) 

- Childline (www.childline.org.uk) 

- NSPCC (www.nspcc.org.uk) 

- Stand-By-Me (www.stand-by-me.org.uk) (bereavement support) 

Plan for Tuesday 
 
We are planning a staggered start on Tuesday, beginning with staff, followed by year groups one at a 
time.  As I know you will understand, the last two days have been incredibly busy and difficult for us 
all and so I will update you with the exact timings of this staggered plan on Monday via email. 
 
It is likely that we will start with a staff briefing at 8.30am. We will then gradually bring in year 
groups starting with Julia’s form and closest friends at 10.30am followed by Julia’s year group at 
11.15am, Years 8 and 11 at 11.35am, Years 9 and 10 at 11.55am meaning that all students will be 
present in school by lesson 4.  These timings may change and so will be confirmed on Monday via 
email.    For 6th formers only students with lessons periods 4 and 5 need attend school on this day.   
 
On students return to school I will be speaking to them in their year group through a remote 
assembly.  I will talk to students about Julia’s death, about how we will support them and about 
Julia’s family.  
 
Finally, I wanted to say that yesterday was deeply traumatic and upsetting for all of us and especially 
for Julia’s family.  We are here to support you all and I know that we will work together to help 
support Julia’s family and to remember her as she deserves. 
 
Please take time to heal and seek the support and help you need. 
 
Take care of yourselves and your families. 
 
Kind regards,  
 

 
Ms B Honnor 
Headteacher  
 

http://www.youngminds.org.uk/
http://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/
http://www.stand-by-me.org.uk/

