
 

 
 
 
 

25th February 2021 
 
All parents will need to complete the form that is linked at the end of this letter.   
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Families, 
  
I hope you are safe and well.   
  
As I mentioned to you in my communication previously, the Senior Leadership Team and I are 
working through our Re-opening Plan and the Risk Assessment in light of this week’s Government 
announcement.  I will share these documents with you in due course.  
 
Marriotts students will begin a staggered return to school from Monday 8th March and I will share 
further details about the timings of this with you by the end of the week.  
 
As mentioned previously, there is new national guidance on the reopening of schools, a parent-
facing version of which can be found here:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-

early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-

parents-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-covid-19 
  
In our re-opening plan I will go through this guidance in detail and explain to parents how we will be 
addressing the various points raised. Some key changes in the new guidance are related to testing 
students for Covid-19, the wearing of masks and hand hygiene, in particular. 
 
In order to help us plan for re-opening we require additional information from parents.  I know that 
some parents have already completed a survey giving consent for testing, however, in light of the 
new national guidance and the need for us to obtain further information as a school, I would like all 
families to complete this new survey about testing consent, masks, hand sanitiser and equipment 
and uniform.   

The Government has indicated that it would like students attending school to undertake the 
following testing regime, using 'lateral flow antigen tests: Schools are required to test students 3 
times in their first 2 weeks at school with tests spaced between 3-5 days apart.  Following this 
initial testing period, students will be given a home testing kit and training, so that they can self-test 
at home.  Only students whose families have given consent will be tested, however the government 
and the school strongly recommend that all families give this consent.  Attached to this letter, I also 
re-issue the initial information that was shared with parents about lateral flow testing.  By 
consenting to testing, families will support us in reducing the need of students who need to self-
isolate in the case of an outbreak. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-covid-19
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-covid-19


As was already the case, all secondary school students and staff must wear an appropriate face 
covering whilst inside the school building.  Face coverings do not need to be worn outside.  The 
government have now extended their guidance and recommend that face coverings should be worn 
in classrooms and during activities,  unless social distancing can be maintained or when a face 
covering would impact on ability to take part in exercise or strenuous activity for example in PE 
lessons.  They state that face visors or shields should not be worn as an alternative to face coverings. 

Some individuals are exempt from wearing face coverings including those who cannot put on, wear 
or remove a face covering because of physical impairment or disability, illness or mental health 
difficulties. 

Proper consideration and training will be given to students regarding the safe wearing and storage of 
face coverings.  Students are required to provide their own face coverings.  There are questions 
regarding the wearing of face coverings contained in our survey.   

The guidance re-emphasises the importance of hand hygiene, and states that students need to be 
supported to clean or sanitise their hands at numerous points throughout the day. In order to 
facilitate this as well as our existing hand sanitising stations, all students must take responsibility for 
their own hand hygiene and bring their own hand sanisting bottle to school every day.  Bottles can 
be refilled using the schools hand sanitising stations.  The survey contains questions regarding hand 
sanitiser.  Any students who are unable to use hand sanitiser will need to wash their hands with soap 
and water according to the schedule outlined above.    

Full details about these matters and the rest of the Government guidance will be contained in our 
re-opening document.   

To ensure that we are fully prepared for the reopening of the school, we ask all parents to complete 
the following return for each student, (not each family), which will support us in our planning. The 
return should take a maximum of a few minutes to complete, and information about each aspect is 
detailed within the questions: 
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=tzNjyeYomkCroy8ppmX_emponRfo
1BVOmA7-cECLnAtUQVpOTE1PTkFRUElWRTFET1M4V0lVV1pVRi4u 
 
Please could you complete the return by 3pm on Friday 26th February.  Please ensure that one 
response is submitted for each student on roll, if you have more than one child in school. 
 
If your child is clinically extremely vulnerable and has received a shielding letter please write to Mrs I 
Pisano (i.pisano@marriotts.herts.sch.uk).  
 
Many thanks for your support in this matter. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
Ms B Honnor 
Headteacher  
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