
 
                                                                                                                22nd May 2020 

 
Dear Parents, Carers, Students and Families,  
 
I hope that you, your family and friends remain safe and well. 
 
As you know, next half term, students in all year groups will continue with their remote learning.  
 
Potential re-opening of schools for Years 10 and 12 
Following on from previous messages, you will also be aware that Government set an expectation 
that at some point from 1st June, schools should begin to offer some form of face-to-face support to 
supplement online learning for students in Years 10 and 12.  
 
In my previous communications, I informed you that once we received the amended secondary school 
guidance from the Department of Education, we would share our plans for potentially re-opening 
gradually, to offer some provision for students in these year groups from 1st June. Unfortunately, this 
guidance has not yet been received by Secondary School Headteachers and Governing Bodies. 
 
This week, as the representative of the Stevenage Headteacher Group, I met with the Hertfordshire 
Secondary Schools Executive Heads Group. At the meeting, each local area representative shared 
an outline of the draft plans for their secondary schools re-opening. Very few, if any secondary 
schools, in Hertfordshire or Stevenage, are planning to re-open from 1st June. No schools in 
Stevenage will be widening their provision beyond the key worker and vulnerable student provision 
already in place.  The earliest potential date most schools are considering is 8th June, but this remains 
flexible. 
  
Like me, Headteachers want to take time to reflect on the secondary school guidance, which has 
been much delayed and which we have not yet received, and to reflect on the further Government 
advice, which we will all receive, about the next steps for return from lockdown on 28th June, from 
Government, before planning for any gradual, potential re-opening.   
 
Schools need to take time to ensure that detailed plans, robust risk assessments and detailed 
communication with staff, students and parents are in place prior to re-opening.  
 
On the point of re-opening, most schools like Marriotts, are suggesting a phased response for Years 
10 and 12, beginning with some form of one-to-one support meeting followed, in due course, by some 
form of small group, face-to-face teaching. 
  
Once we have seen the official summary of expectations, and then had due time with our leadership 

team, staff and governors to work with cautious diligence, then we will plan and share our next steps. 
  
Myself and the Governing Body have decided that we will not be widening our current 
provision at this time and we will not consider beginning to re-open until, at the earliest, the 
8th June. 
  
I, like you, am very keen to re-open in some form as soon as is possible, as soon as is safe and as 
soon as I have received clear information about government and National expectations. I, like you, am 
concerned about the educational impact and wellbeing issues that the current situation presents for 
our students. However, I need to be led by National guidance and be confident that we have all the 
necessary preparations, training and communication in place for all stakeholders before we begin any 
re-opening. 
  
I will update you with further information during the first week back after half term. At the end of my 
message you can read a joint message that all Stevenage schools are sending to their parents and 
carers. 
 
It is likely that remote learning will continue to be the main experience of schooling for many of our 
students for at least the next few weeks.  



 
Therefore, as a Governing Body, Senior Team and Staff we will be working hard over the next half 
term to continue to improve and extend our provision of remote learning.  
 
On the first day back after half term, students in all year groups will receive a newsletter and narrated 
powerpoint to re-boot and re-set expectations for remote learning over the next half term. This will 
also be shared with parents.  
 
In addition, further to the responses shared with us by students in our recent survey, we are reviewing 
our remote school provision and will continue to make developments to this. We are considering in 
particular how we might offer further feedback to students, if appropriate, how we might track their 
work more closely, how we might increase consistency in the work being set and how we might use 
various platforms to offer some online face-to-face teaching or direct instruction, where it would be 
useful or appropriate.  Over the coming weeks we will liaise closely with staff and follow National 
guidelines on this and will share more details with parents once we have agreed a way forward. 
 
I would like to say a huge thank you to all staff over the last few months, for their hard work over the 
last few months, for their contribution to Mini School, their setting of remote learning and their offering 
of feedback and support to students.  This has been an incredibly difficult time for us all and their 
commitment and skill, as well as their support to me as Headteacher, has meant we have been able 
to manage the challenges we have faced. 
 
Huge amounts of work have gone into setting up and running Remote and Mini School, running 
pastoral, SEND and vulnerable student support, pacing teams through their work, supporting 
faculties, producing daily and weekly communication to staff, students and parents, managing the 
whole school Centre Assessed Grades process, curriculum and assessment development, the 
options process, transition Year 6 into 7 and Year 11 into 12 transition, on-going strategic 
development work, budget, staffing, HR, line management, governance and staff wellbeing.  Thank 
you to all staff for their contribution to this. 
 
Next I would like to offer my sincere thanks to all parents for their support of our whole school 
response to this difficult situation. Your patience, understanding and kind words have been a great 
help to us all. I would also like to personally thank you for the support and encouragement you have 
given your children with home schooling and for everything you have done to look after them and 
manage their wellbeing and anxiety. I am sure this has been a huge challenge, especially when 
balancing remote learning and managing your own work and wellbeing. Thank you. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank our students. You have all worked incredibly hard in really difficult 
circumstances. You are adapting well to working from home and your effort and approach to remote 
learning continues to improve daily. I love to receive your Green slip and Subject Star nominations 
and to see examples of your fantastic work. Some of you, particularly those in Years 11 and 13, who 
have been unable to sit your examinations, will have experienced real anxiety and upset. Your 
resilience, energy and commitment are an ongoing inspiration to me and all our staff and we really 
look forward to seeing you again in school soon. Please continue to talk to us and let us know how we 
can support and help you.  
 
The next half term will, no doubt, bring fresh challenges. Please ensure you have a real break during 
the half term holiday. It is very important that you also take some time to refresh and reset. Thank you 
for everything, have a fantastic half term and I look forward to seeing you all soon. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Ms Honnor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Message from Melany Knowles, Chair of Governors 

Well what a strange 9 weeks this has been! Although you will have heard this a million times, these 
are unprecedented times. I can only imagine how challenging it has been for students, one minute 
being at school, the next having their whole world turned upside down. Parents, students and staff 
have all had to make huge changes to try to make the best out of a very difficult situation and I thank 
everyone for doing that. 
 
I know that there has been concern nationally regarding the opening of schools for more children but 
rest assured the safety and wellbeing of students and staff is the priority of the governing body. 
Ms Honnor and her team are working tirelessly to ensure that all students receive as much support as 
is possible, be that for students physically attending school or those learning remotely. 
 
 
 
Please see below a Joint Message that will be sent out to Parents and Carers 
 

Dear Parents/Carers  
  

JOINT STATEMENT FROM STEVENAGE SECONDARY SCHOOLS 
 

A key feature of education in Stevenage in recent years has been the close collaboration 
between all the secondary schools.  Over the period since March 23rd when the majority of 
students began remote learning from home, all secondary head teachers have been in regular 
communication about how we can support our students and what that might look like for each 
of our schools.  This mutual support has really helped us navigate what has been a very 
challenging situation for all schools.   

 
Over the last few weeks we have been reviewing the information we have received from the 
government about the suggested partial reopening from 1st June.  The government has asked 
us to provide some form of face-to-face support for students in these year groups to 
supplement their remote learning – but this will not be a return to a full timetable. Schools are 
still awaiting updated Secondary School guidance from the Department of Education, the 
publication of which has been significantly delayed.   It is important that we review this advice to 
help us make our plans to deliver support to Years 10 and 12, and our priority at all times must 
be the safety of our students and staff, as well as limiting the risk of infection for the families 
that they will return to, and our wider community.   
 
Each of our schools has particular challenges to overcome before we can begin to welcome 
back students physically and the final arrangements that we make will look different in our 
different contexts.  For each of us, there will be a need to consider how we can make our sites 
as COVID secure as possible and that will come down to the designs of our buildings and the 
size of some classrooms.  Each school will also have different numbers of staff available to 
come into school due to considerations such as shielding for them or their families, and this will 
also impact on what we can offer in school.  As a result, we hope that parents will understand 
that making comparisons between schools would not be helpful or appropriate – but we can 
assure you we are all trying to do the best job possible for our learners.  
 
Given how high the stakes are to make the right decisions in our contexts, and in the absence 
of definitive guidance from the Department of Education, Stevenage Headteachers, like the 
majority of all Hertfordshire Headteachers, have decided that we will not be inviting Year 10 
and 12 groups back to school until the 8th June at the earliest. Once we’ve seen the official 
summary of expectations, and heard from Government on the 28th May regarding the next 
steps nationally in the return from lockdown plan, and we had due time with our leadership 
teams, staff, governors and trustees to work through these, then we will make the decisions 
about the next stage of this process.  
 
You will be hearing from your child’s school as soon as they have concrete information for you 
about what they are able to offer Year 10 and 12, and what date they are able to offer that from. 
  



In the meantime, we would like to publicly thank our staff, who have managed to move from 
face-to-face learning to providing education remotely in such a short space of time.  Given that 
students and staff all have different levels of access to, and skill with, technology, the work that 
has being done is nothing short of remarkable and we are very grateful for all their hard work.  
We are also grateful to all those parents who have taken the time to contact our schools to 
express their support – your good wishes have made a real difference to us all. Finally, we 
would like to thank our parents and students for all their efforts in remote learning. 
  
Yours sincerely  

 
 
Mini/Remote School 
No remote learning will be set for students during half term. The school will be fully closed to 
all students and staff on Bank Holiday Monday, 25th June. Mini School will continue to be 
open to the children of key workers from Tuesday to Friday of half term inclusive.  
 
 
Inset Day  
We would like to remind you that there is an Inset Day on Friday 19th June There will be no remote 
work on this day.   
 
 
Help and Support 
  
YC Hertfordshire 
  
At the end of this newsletter you will find a leaflet from YC Hertfordshire Services for Young People. 
They are currently delivering online youth projects through Microsoft Teams and WhatsApp, 
to vulnerable groups to support young people during the coronavirus outbreak.  In addition to these 
monitored online youth projects, young people can still get one-to-one help, information, advice, 
guidance and support from Youth Workers and Personal Advisers via phone and email on a wide 
range of issues. 
  
They have now launched a virtual support service via text whereby a young person can send a text 
with a key word and receive a personal reply from a Youth Worker or Information & Guidance team 
member.  The attached gives further details on this service but in summary the key words are: 
  

 LOCKDOWN for help with emotional wellbeing (how to cope during lockdown) 

 ANXIETY 

 SEXUAL HEALTH 

 LGBT+ 

 CONFIDENCE 

 HEALTHY RELATIONSHIPS 

 OPTIONS for help with options after year 11 

 CAREERS 

 CV for support with CV writing 

 Any OTHER issue 

  

They hope this service gives young people an additional, familiar route to seek support during these 

unprecedented times. 
  
They are still able to take new referrals for young people that may need additional support during this 
time. Please click on this link to see what they currently have on offer locally, including support during 
the upcoming half-term holidays. 
https://www.ychertfordshire.org/support-for-young-people/support-for-young-people-during-the-
coronavirus-outbreak/ 
  
Further information can be found here: https://www.ychertfordshire.org/about-yc-hertfordshire/make-
a-referral/  

https://www.ychertfordshire.org/support-for-young-people/support-for-young-people-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/
https://www.ychertfordshire.org/support-for-young-people/support-for-young-people-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/
https://www.ychertfordshire.org/about-yc-hertfordshire/make-a-referral/
https://www.ychertfordshire.org/about-yc-hertfordshire/make-a-referral/


In school Support 
If you have any safeguarding concerns over the half term or are in need of some extra support please 
contact our Designated Safeguarding Lead Lesley Tether-  l.tether@marriotts.herts.sch.uk, who will 
be able to signpost you to any support you may need 
 
 
Courses 
At the end of this newsletter you will find information from Virtual Encounters regarding ‘Careers in 
Life Science and Biopharmaceuticals’.  
 
 
Rewards and Recognition 
Teachers will continue to slips issue Green and Year Leaders will continue to issue Yellow slips to 
students who are Aiming High, Working Hard or Being Kind.     
 
We would like to congratulate the following students who have received a Green Slip up to 21st May. 
 

Year 7   Year 8   Year 9   Year 10     Year 12  

Chloe-Mai 7E 
 

Jennifer 8E 
 

Callum 9E 
 

Amelia 10H 
 

Madison-May 12B 

Megan 7D 
 

Louie 8E 
 

Robert 9C 
 

Sophie 10H 
 

Charlie 12B 

Kenzie 7F 
 

Sophia 8H 
 

Alex 9G 
 

Aleksandra 10E 
 

Emily 12C 

Eric 7G 
 

Alex 8E 
 

Dale 9A 
 

Katie 10F 
   

Chloe 7E 
 

Ryan 8B 
    

Charlie 10E 
   

Lyra 7H 
 

Johanna 8G 
    

Jessica 10E 
   

Samuel 7H 
 

Tabi 8D 
    

Isaac 10D 
   

Jack 7D 
 

William 8C 
 Year 10     

Jessica 10D 
   

Ruby 7A 
 

Louie 8F 
 

Bailey 10E 
 

Kacey 10A 
   

Lily 7D 
 

Mikolaj 8G 
 

William 10F 
 

Charlotte 10D 
   

Hallie 7D 
 

Dennis 8G 
 

Daniel 10G 
 

Marley 10A 
   

Linh 7C 
 

Kaiden 8E 
 

Pali 10E 
 

Neo 10F 
   

Courtney 7F 
 

Zack 8D 
 

Jade 10G 
 

Bailey 10G 
   

Le'Nae 7G 
 

Marrissa 8A 
 

Megan 10B 
 

Billy 10E 
   

Brady 7D 
 

Archie 8F 
    

Molly 10H 
   

Handitt 7D 
 

Kyle 8A 
    

Grace 10C 
   

Alfie 7H 
       

Madison 10F 
   

Bobby 7E 
       

Phoebe 10E 
   

Kyle 7H 
       

Nikola 10F 
   

Jessica 7A 
            

 

Yellow Slips 
We would like to congratulate the following students who have received a Yellow Slip up to 21st May 
 

Year 7   Year 8   Year 9   Year 11  

Aalya 7H 
 

Cinar 8D 
 

Ryan 9A 
 

Charlie 11F 

Daniele 7A 
 

Calum 8F 
 

Oliver 9D 
   

Bethan 7D 
 

Harrison 8D 
 

Edy 9D 
   

Hamid 7E 
 

Logan 8G 
 

Jaimee 9D 
   

Max 7B 
 

Dominic 8G 
 

Tessa 9A 
   

   
Leon 8G 

 
Nyasha 9F 

   

   
Mikolaj 8G 

 
Kayleigh 9D 

   

   
Dennis 8G 

 
Samanta 9D 

   



   
Owen 8G 

 
Dale 9A 

   

   
Lola 8G 

 
Levi 9D 

   

   
Tyler 8F 

 
Karrera 9D 

   

      
Ella 9D 

   

 
 
Good Work 
 
The Art Department are pleased to share with you this amazing work of Art by Ruby. 
Last week students were tasked with creating their own Andy Goldsworthy inspired installations using 
items found around the home.  We loved the use of colour and resourcefulness in this piece! 
 
Well done to Ruby and to all our students who have impressed us with their creativity throughout the 
lockdown. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Information for parents and carers 

The government’s information for parents and carers about wider opening has been updated, with 

more information on the 30 hours free childcare policy, transport and SEND 

 

 

 

  

https://ascl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dae6fbf66d6135a8a21b3627d&id=c5244b8d80&e=4d03a5cefe


 


