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Information and Guidance   

 
Dear parents/carers/students,  
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this Options Booklet. It contains a lot of information to support your 
child’s choices regarding the subjects they wish to study in Years 10 and 11. Making the right choices is vital 
in supporting your child in the next steps of their educational careers, whether this be in our thriving sixth 
form, college or apprenticeships and training.  
 
This booklet provides details of the subjects available to our students in Years 10 and 11 together with the 
options process and timescale for choices to be made. We want each student to choose wisely, having 
considered his or her own aptitudes and abilities, and hope that you will be able to support them in making 
these important educational decisions. Students will also be supported with this important decision in 
school through assemblies and Personal Development lessons, advice from subject teachers, this booklet, 
an Options Evening and our Parents Evening on Thursday, 23rd March.  
 
Some subjects are compulsory for all students. These are English Language, English Literature, Mathematics, 
Science, Core PE and Marriotts Personal Development. Beyond this all students choose four option subjects 
from a selection tailored to their needs. Full details of the subjects available can be seen from page 9 of this 
booklet.  
 
We recommend that families consider what lies beyond KS4 when making choices. All students will progress 
to Post-16 education. Most will follow A Level or equivalent courses whilst others will wish to move to work-
based learning at 16 so it is important to plan ahead when making choices for Year 10. We strongly 
recommend that all students continue to study a broad range of subjects and types of qualifications in order 
to continue to develop a breadth of skills and experiences.  
 
This booklet provides details of the options process, timeline, frequently asked questions and subject pages. 
If you have any subject specific questions after you have read through this brochure, then please email the 
appropriate class teacher or subject leader. 
 
In the meantime, may we take this opportunity to thank you for your support with this process. Please do 
not hesitate at any point to contact myself, tutors or Miss Tingey-Foreman, Head of Year, for any support 
you may need during this process. 
 
Please remember that whilst we will do our utmost to provide all the subjects offered and to accommodate 
all reasonable choices, financial, staffing or timetable constraints can occasionally make this impossible. We 
will engage you throughout the process and enter into a dialogue with students should we need to revisit 
option choices. 
 
Yours faithfully 
Mrs Leach 
j.leach@marriotts.herts.sch.uk 
Assistant Headteacher: Curriculum, Timetable and Academic Post 16 
 

mailto:j.leach@marriotts.herts.sch.uk
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Your KS4 Curriculum 2023-2025 
 
Your curriculum for the next two years is split into two halves: your core curriculum offer and your 
personal choices.  The CORE subjects are those subjects that all students have to study. These subjects are 
key to your progression into sixth form, colleges, university and employment. Each student will have a 
different curriculum dependent on their interests, aspirations, ability level and strengths, but the core 
offer is the same for all.  
 
All Students must study and complete examinations in the three CORE subjects of English, Mathematics 
and Science. The pathway is as follows:  

• GCSE English Language  

• GCSE English Literature  

• GCSE Mathematics  

• GCSE Science – the majority of students will take the Double Award (two GCSEs) with a small group 
of students (usually one class through an after-school provision) taking the Triple Award - also 
known as Separate Sciences (three GCSEs). 

 
Students will also follow compulsory KS4 components in the subjects below, but these are not examined:  

• Core Physical Education 

• Marriotts Personal development (a combination of PSHE and RE). 
 

GCSE Science: 
 
With GCSE Science, there is one option for courses at KS4:  

• Triple Science with 3 separate GCSE Sciences  
• Combined Science: Double Science with 2 combined Science GCSEs. 
 

Both courses allow progression on to KS5 and are respected full GCSEs. Triple Science has the advantage 
of covering more material which gives an excellent knowledge basis for A level Sciences. Combined 
Science still covers the majority of areas but covers less material so allowing some students to gain a 
higher grade with us.  
 
The Science department will contact parents at the start of Year 10 to outline which Science course 
students are expected to study and how the Triple Science after school provision works. When 
recommending a course for students, we will look at target grades, current grades and feedback as well as 
consulting with students and parents. Our aim is to choose the course that will allow our students to 
achieve their full potential and succeed with further education.  
 
Community Languages  
 
If you speak and can write in another language, then you may have the opportunity to take an extra 
qualification in this language. Any students choosing to do this, must be prepared to use their own time, 
outside of school hours to prepare for this. The school will support this by entering you for the 
qualification and will provide you with examination papers to practise with if this language is available. 
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The English Baccalaureate 

Additional EBACC Subject choice: 
 
You will complete at least one of these subjects: 
GCSE Geography 
GCSE French 
GCSE German 
GCSE Spanish 
GCSE History 
 
Use the guidance below: 

• Students who may wish to study at a degree level (university) are strongly recommended to take 

both a Humanities subject (History or Geography) and a Language (French, German or Spanish). 

This is possible by choosing the appropriate subject in the Option choices table. 

• It is possible to choose both History and Geography, by choosing one in this EBACC subject choice, 

and the other in the Option choices table. 

The English Baccalaureate – EBacc 

The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) is not a qualification but the acquisition of a group of highly valued 
facilitating academic subjects.  

 

Acquisition of the EBacc requires students to successfully pass the existing ‘core subjects’ plus at least:  

 

One Humanities subject (Geography or History)  

and 
One Language (French, German or Spanish) 

 
It is important to note that universities have not made the EBacc a part of their 
admissions criteria. However, EBacc subjects are categorised as ‘facilitating 
subjects’. This means that they are expected to provide students with the 
academic grounding that will help them progress to A Levels and university 
alongside the study of other subjects that might be drawn from the creative, 
technical, and practical subject areas. Top universities expect students to have 
two of their three A Levels in these ‘facilitating subjects’. 
 
Our Key Stage 4 curriculum model is designed so that students combine more traditional classroom-based 
subjects with other creative, technical, practical, and vocational subjects from a broad range on offer, to 
keep future options open. 
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Option Choices  

Option Choices: 
You will complete at least two of these subjects. 
All students will study at least one BTEC subject. 
 
GCSE Art 
GCSE Art: Photography  
GCSE Politics & Citizenship Studies 
GCSE Computer Science (students should be in top set Maths and working towards the higher paper) 
GCSE Dance (students should be working towards at least a 4 in English) 

GCSE Design & Technology 
GCSE Film Studies 
GCSE Food & Nutrition 
GCSE Media Studies 
GCSE Music 
GCSE Philosophy and Ethics (Religious Studies) 
BTEC Technical Award in Business Enterprise 
BTEC Technical Award in Health & Social Care 
BTEC Technical Award in IT 
BTEC Technical Award in Music  
BTEC Technical Award in Performing Arts (Dance or Drama option)  
BTEC Technical Award in Sport 
 

Note:  
You cannot choose BTEC Performing Arts Dance and Drama options (this would need to be GCSE Dance 
and BTEC Performing Arts Drama option). 
You cannot choose GCSE Music and BTEC Music. 
You cannot choose GCSE Dance and BTEC Dance. 
You cannot choose GCSE Art and GCSE Art: Photography. 
 

Types of course we offer 

 



5 

  

 

 

HOW TO CHOOSE YOUR COURSES  
You will be able to choose from a wide range of courses and qualifications. You will need to choose your 
courses wisely depending on your interests, strengths and your aspirations beyond Year 11.  
 
STEP 1: Make the most of all aspect of the options process. 
By attending Options Evening on Tuesday 14th March 2023 at 5pm. Ensure that the courses you choose are:  

• Subjects you are interested in and fit with your future plans.  

• Subjects you enjoy and will keep your attention for two years.  

• Subjects you are being successful in (if you are studying them in Years 7/8/9). Use your latest Report 
to check the subjects you are being successful in.  

• When choosing new subjects look carefully at their requirements; do they match your strengths? 
 

STEP 2: Think about what best suits your learning preferences and 
interests. 
Read about the different courses in this booklet and decide which ones best 
suit you by:  

• Looking at the topics covered. Does this interest you?  

• Using the skills involved box to think about the main skills each 
subject uses. 

• Checking what you can go on and study in the future. Might this be 
something you want to do?  

• Looking at the type of courses on offer BTEC and GCSE and consider 
the different assessments of these courses and which will suit you 
best.   

 
STEP 3: Think about your future aspirations. 
If you have a clear idea of your future aspirations at 18 or what you want to study at Post 16, choose subjects 
which are required by Higher Education Institutions or employers in order to fulfil those intentions. 
Investigate the various options and choose relevant and useful combinations of subjects. Make use of the 
Careers Library.  
 
STEP 4: Talk to your teachers. 
Speak to your teacher and ask questions about the course. Speak with older students about their 
experiences of the course but remember this is only their view, NOT yours!  
 
STEP 5: Meet the deadline for form completion. 
Complete the Options Form and return to form time by Wednesday 29th March.  

 

DO NOT CHOOSE A SUBJECT FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS:  
x You like the teacher  

x Your friends are taking that subject  

x You feel the subject is easier than others (all subjects are equally challenging)  

x A member of your family studied it. 
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Frequently asked questions  

 
Once I make my selection, am I guaranteed my option choices?  
No. We will try to allocate your options in your order of preference; however, it is unlikely that all top options will be 
allocated to any one student, as the subjects have to be allocated on a best fit basis across the entire year group to 
ensure a fully fair process.   As such, it is essential that you will be happy to study any of the subjects on your 
preference list.  In addition, we will only run each course if the demand is high enough to make it viable. 
 
What if I change my mind before the end of Year 9?  
You are able to make a change to your option choices up until the start of Year 10. To make a change you will need 
to complete an Option Change Form, which you can collect from your Head of Year. The form will require a signature 
from your parent/carer and a signature from a member of the Senior Leadership team. You will also need to provide 
an education reason for wishing to move e.g., it will support me on getting on a specific A Level or Degree course, it 
will help me with my future career plans. 
 
What if I do not know what I want to do in the future?  
Keep your options open. Keep in mind that you might want to go to university or that you might want to do an 
apprenticeship etc. Select a range of subjects from across the curriculum, e.g. a language, a humanities subject 
(History or Geography), an arts subject (Art, Dance, Drama, Music) and one other subject such as PE, RS, Food, etc. 
Include in your selection what you are being successful in and what you enjoy doing, after all, you are more likely to 
study harder in these subjects. Finally, you may wish to pick a subject that is more practical than others that are 
100% written exam. Subjects like Art, Film studies, Food, Media and Design Technology have assignments which 
are worth marks towards your final grade, which you must complete before your examination. 
 
Do I need to be able to read music or play an instrument to choose GCSE Music?  
Being able to read music would be an advantage although the course will teach you this. You do, however, have to 
be prepared to study an instrument as part of your course. You can select which instrument, which could be your 
voice if you would like to sing. To develop your skills to the appropriate standard for the course you will be possibly 
required to attend additional peripatetic lessons (or singing lessons) each week in school.  
 
I am struggling to choose which subjects to select. What do I do?  
You’re not alone. Speak to others to get their support. Speak to your teachers about whether you would be suited to 
their subject. Speak with your parent / carer, they know you well! Speak to students in the older year groups about 
the courses they study. You can also speak with your form tutor and Mrs Leach, who oversees the options process.  
 
What are English Baccalaureate subjects?  
English Baccalaureate (EBacc) is not a qualification. It is a term used to describe a number of GCSE subjects that the 
government consider to be highly valued. Subjects include English, Maths, Science including Biology, Chemistry, 
Physics, History, Geography, Computer Science, French, German and Spanish. The government is encouraging the 
study of 5 of these subjects.  
 
What are the differences between BTEC and GCSE?  
Both of these types of qualification are equally as challenging and are of equal value to sixth forms, colleges and 
employers. The differences are mainly about the way they are assessed. GCSEs are 100% terminal exam that is 
taken at the end of Year 11. BTECs have assignments to complete throughout the two years that earn you marks 
towards your final grade. You still sit an exam which will be a percentage towards the final mark. 
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To what extent will the school tell my son/daughter which optional subjects he/she should or should not take? 
Subject teachers will provide guidance to students on the appropriateness of their choice of an individual subject. 
Senior staff will talk with students about their option choices, their future education, career goals and advise them 
of the appropriateness of their choices for achieving those goals, taking into account their academic profile. 
 
Does my son/daughter need to state a reserve for every option chosen? 
No - one reserve subject is required. Courses may be oversubscribed or may not run due to insufficient demand. 
Giving a reserve subject allows the Timetabler to best meet your child’s requests. 
 
Who should parents contact if they have questions or concerns prior to the options form submission regarding (a) 
specific subjects or (b) choices generally? 
Questions relating to a specific subject should be addressed to the subject teacher or Subject Leader. Questions 
regarding the options process should be addressed to Mrs J Leach, the Assistant Headteacher overseeing the options 
process. 
 
What is the next step if my son/daughter does not get one or more of his/her first option choices? 
If it is not possible to allocate all of their first choices, then in most cases a reserve choice will be allocated. The 
situation will be explained to them and they will be given an opportunity to change their choices if necessary. A 
revised form giving the option blocks will be issued so that they can discuss the available choices with you before 
returning the completed form so that their allocation can be finalised. At this point it will not be possible to change 
the subjects in the option block. 
 
What else do I need to know? 

• There are limits to the size of some groups – such as Food and Nutrition, and Design and Technology. Some 
groups may be full and therefore we might ask you to rethink your choice.  

• Some subjects may not run if there are too few students who have chosen the option. If this happens, you 
will have to choose a different subject from the list.  

• You will not be allowed to change option groups once the course has started in Year 10 unless there are 
exceptional circumstances. You must make sure that you have thought very carefully about your choices and 
that you have made the right ones. 

 
Who should parents contact in the first instance if they have questions or concerns following the options 
outcome? 
If parents have any concerns following the options allocation, they should contact Mrs J Leach 
(j.leach@marriotts.herts.sch.uk), the Assistant Headteacher overseeing the options process, who will work with 
them as far as possible to achieve a satisfactory outcome.  
 
The options process is not undertaken lightly and timetabling and staffing constraints have an impact on what we 
can offer. Inevitably, some students will not get exactly what they would like but we will work with parents and 
students to achieve the best possible outcome. 
 
What should I do next? 

• Read the subject overviews in this booklet and talk to your parents/carers about your thoughts and career 
choices.  

• Attend the options evening on 14th March.  

• Attend Virtual Parents evening on 23rd March 

• Research possible career pathways, apprenticeships and our post 16 options websites.  

• Engage in the Marriotts Personal Development Options sessions (Feb-March).  

• Send questions via email to Mrs Leach or the relevant Subject Lead.  

• Complete and submit Options form by Wednesday 23rd March 2023. 

mailto:j.leach@marriotts.herts.sch.uk
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10th March 2023 
Options Website Launched 

 

14th March 2023 

KS4 Options Information Evening  
 

23rd March 2023 
Year 9 Parents Evening 

 

29th March 2023 
Final Options Form Submitted 

 

April – May 2023 
Options Interviews  

 

July 2023 

Options Allocations and Letters sent home 
 

September 2023 
KS4 Course begin 

  

 
 

KS4 Options – Timeline 
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GCSE English Language 
Contact: Ms Rees (Head of Faculty) 

AQA 

 

 

Course Overview Skills involved 
English Language is a key ‘gateway’ subject to all future studies and employment. 
Achieving a high level of skill in reading, writing, speaking and listening is essential to 
leading a fulfilling and successful life in a rapidly changing world which has ever 
increasing demands of our literacy skills. This course also allows you to explore your 
creativity and develop your confidence in communication skills. 
 
The main areas of study in this course are: 
• Reading and responding to unseen non-fiction texts from the 19th, 20th and 21st 

centuries. 
• Reading and responding to unseen literary fiction texts from the 20th and 21st 

centuries. 
• Writing non-fiction for audience, impact and purpose.  
• Writing original creative writing. 

Extended 
Writing 

 

Using 
Numbers 

 

Design & 
Create 
Projects 

Analysis 

 
Extended 
reading 

Public 
Speaking 

 

How will I be assessed? 
This qualification will be assessed through two written examinations at the end of Year 11, both of which are 
compulsory. All texts in this examination will be unseen. 

Paper Elements Length Percentage 

Paper 1: 
Explorations in 
Creative Reading 
and Writing 

• In Section A, you will answer four compulsory questions about 
one single, unseen text that was written in the 20th or 21st 
century. 

• In Section B, you will answer one compulsory question from a 
choice of two that asks you to write creatively from a given 
stimulus. 

1 hour 45 
minutes 

50% 

Paper 2: 
Writers’ 
Viewpoints and 
Perspectives 

• In Section A, you will answer four compulsory questions about 
two unseen texts taken from different eras, including the 19th 
century: one shorter question, two longer questions that ask 
you about both texts and one extended question that will ask 
you to compare aspects of both texts. 

• In Section B, you will be asked to write a specified non-fiction 
text in which you will be asked to present your own point of 
view about a given subject. 

1 hour 45 
minutes 

50% 

 

What skills do I need to be successful on this course? 

You must develop the ability to read for meaning and to infer meaning from ambiguous language. You will learn to 
write with technical accuracy and using the form and language needed for each style of writing you may be required to 
use in future life. You will develop confidence in speaking to individuals, groups and larger audiences and in listening 
closely and responding appropriately to others. 

 

Progression Pathways 

• Although a Grade 4 is a ‘standard pass’, a qualification at GCSE level at a minimum of Grade 5 is essential in most 
areas of employment and further education.  

• To progress to A Level English Literature, at least a grade 6 is required at GCSE in English Language and English 
Literature 

 

Careers 

Sports Journalist, Lawyer, Film Director, Public Relations Executive, Fashion Journalist, Author, Newsreader, Politician, 
Actor, Architect, Creative Director, Scriptwriter, Teacher, Customer Service, Retail and many, many more! 
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GCSE English Literature 
Contact: Ms Rees (Head of Faculty) 

AQA 

 

 

Course Overview Skills involved 
English Literature allows you to explore worlds, times and experiences that you may 
never experience in real life. It allows you to develop and consider a wider view of 
the world, developing your interpretative skills and empathising with others. 
 
In English Literature we study a pre-1900 novel; a Shakespearean drama; a modern 
drama; and a collection of modern and classical poetry from before and after 1914. 
 
Our chosen texts are:  
• A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens;  
• Macbeth by William Shakespeare;  
• Blood Brothers by Willy Russell. 
• Love and Relationships Anthology 

Extended 
Writing 

 

  

 
Extended 

reading 

Short 
Written Tasks 

Public 
Speaking 

 

How will I be assessed? 
This qualification will be assessed through two written examinations at the end of Year 11, both of which are 
compulsory. All texts in this examination will be unseen. 

Paper Elements Length Percentage 

Paper 1: 
Shakespeare and 
the 19th Century 
novel 

• In Section A & B, you will be asked one compulsory question 
on each text about how the author presents an aspect in a 
printed extract from the play/novel. You will then have to 
explain how the author presents this aspect in the whole 
play/novel. 

1 hour 45 
minutes 

40% 

Paper 2: 
Modern Texts and 
Poetry 

• In Section A, you will be asked one compulsory question in 
which you will have to explore how Willy Russell presents a 
specified idea or theme in his play ‘Blood Brothers’. 

• In Section B, you will be asked one compulsory question about 
a cluster of poetry you will have studied in class.  

• In Section C, you will be asked two compulsory questions 
about two unseen poems, written in different eras. You will 
be asked to compare the unseen poems in the second 
question. 

2 hours 15 
minutes 

60% 

 

What skills do I need to be successful on this course? 

You will develop the ability to read, and listen to what is read, with interest and an eye for patterns of language. You 
will develop the skills of inference, interpretation and debate. An interest in history and politics will assist you in 
understanding the context of texts but is not essential and is developed through the course.  

 

Progression Pathways 

• To progress to A Level English Literature, at least a grade 6 is required at GCSE in English Language and English 
Literature  

• This qualification is highly valued by Higher Education institutions and employers alike and skills acquired in this 
subject can be put to positive use in most areas of employment. 

• There are also links to university degrees in English Language, English Literature, Media and Journalism. 

 

Careers 

Sports Journalist, Lawyer, Film Director, Public Relations Executive, Fashion Journalist, Author, Newsreader, Politician, 
Actor, Architect, Creative Director, Scriptwriter, Teacher, Customer Service, Retail and many, many more! 

 

https://pixabay.com/en/library-electronic-ebook-e-book-1666702/
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GCSE Mathematics 
Contact: Mr Lawrence (Head of Faculty) 

Pearson 

 

 
 
 
 

Course Overview Skills involved 
We all use Mathematics every day: to predict weather; tell time; handle money.  It is 
therefore important to study the subject. Mathematics is more than just formulae 
and equations; it will prepare you to be logical and rational and use your mind 
efficiently and effectively to solve problems in a whole range of different scenarios. 
 
The main areas of study in this course are: 
• Number (arithmetic, percentages, fractions etc.) 
• Ratio, Proportion and Rates of change (compound units, scale factors, etc.) 
• Algebra (equations, expressions, formulae etc.) 
• Geometry and Measure (transformations, area, trigonometry etc.) 
• Statistics and Probability (graphs and charts, averages, tree diagrams etc.) 

  

Using 
Numbers 

 

 

Using ICT 

Short 
Written Tasks 

 

 

How will I be assessed? 
This qualification will be assessed through three written examinations at the end of Year 11, all of which are 
compulsory.  

Paper Elements Length Percentage 

Paper 1: Non-
calculator 

Number, Ratio and Proportion, Algebra, Geometry and 
Measures, Statistics, Probability 

1 hour 30 
minutes 

33.3% 

Paper 2: 
Calculator 
 

Number, Ratio and Proportion, Algebra, Geometry and 
Measures, Statistics, Probability 

1 hour 30 
minutes 

33.3% 

Paper 3: 
Calculator 
 

Number, Ratio and Proportion, Algebra, Geometry and 
Measures, Statistics, Probability 

1 hour 30 
minutes 

33.3% 

 

What skills do I need to be successful on this course? 

The course builds on skills from Key Stage 3. Familiar topics such as algebra, angles, graphs, ratio, proportion, statistics 
and probability are all developed to a higher level. 

 

Progression Pathways 

• If you achieve grade 9, 8 or 7 you may have the opportunity to study Mathematics at AS or A2 level. 
• Mathematics offers many progression routes. Studying this subject at AS/A Level is good preparation for several 

degree courses, including Mathematics or Science.  
• If you achieve grade 4 or higher, you may choose to take the ‘Maths in Context’ class at 6th form, which offers a 

variety of practical applications for maths skills relevant to various A-levels, further study and many careers. 
• GCSE Mathematics supports various other further education qualifications and is essential for numerous career 

choices. The Functional Mathematics element of the course is designed to develop the skills necessary to apply the 
Mathematics learned to other areas. 

 

Careers 

The intellectual skills developed through the study of Mathematics are valuable both directly and indirectly to many 
work settings. These include construction; IT based professions, accountancy, health (doctors, chemists etc.), business 
management, engineering, interior design and architecture.  
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GCSE Combined Science 
Contact: Mrs McDermott (Head of Faculty) 

AQA 
Trilogy 

 

 

Course Overview Skills involved 
Science is around us all of the time. Our understanding of science has allowed the 
development of new technology and medicines. It plays a central role in our society. 
 
The main areas of study in this course are: 

• Biology – Study of human biology, organisms, evolution and the environment. 
• Chemistry – Study of the nature of substances and how they react together, 

how chemistry is used in business and industry and how our use of fuels affects 
the local and global environment. 

• Physics – Study of the use and transfer of energy, as well as an insight into the 
nature of waves, radiation and space. They'll also learn about the application of 
physics in the real world they live in. 

Extended 
Writing 

Working 
with my hands 

Using 
Numbers 

 

 

Using ICT 

Short 
Written Tasks 

 

 

How will I be assessed? 
This qualification will be assessed through a total of six written examinations at the end of Year 11, all of which are 
compulsory. There are also required practical activities as stipulated by the exam board, which are carried out 
throughout the course. 

Paper Elements Length Percentage 

Biology Paper 1 
Chemistry Paper 1 
Physics Paper 1 
Biology Paper 2 
Chemistry Paper 2 
Physics Paper 2 

• Students will sit six terminal exams at the end of Year 11. 
These will be based on the content and practical skills 
taught throughout Key Stage 4 and the application of this 
knowledge. 

• Questions are made up of a mixture of multiple choices, 
short answers and long answers. 

• Papers are available in foundation and higher tier. 

Six 1 hour 15 
minutes each 
paper 

16.7% each 
paper 

 

What skills do I need to be successful on this course? 

Science brings together literacy and numeracy skills. You will be expected to describe and explain scientific concepts in 
writing and using diagrams. You will need to be willing to work on your practical skills to become an accurate and 
precise investigator and you will need to handle results in tables and in graphs, carrying out calculations when 
necessary. 

 

Progression Pathways 

• The Combined route provides good preparation for the BTEC Applied Science course.  
• Progression onto A Level Science for students taking the Higher paper is possible providing a 7-6 is achieved, but 

the Single Science route is preferable. 
• A qualification in Science continues to be highly desirable to employers and is part of the English Baccalaureate 

qualification that universities and employers now consider to be an important indicator of a fully rounded student. 

 

Careers 

You are expected to have passed a GCSE in Science for entry to many courses and apprenticeships from becoming an 
electrician to working in the financial sector.  
 
Careers in Science based subjects include Engineer, Doctor, Nurse and Vet, Chemical Engineer, Healthcare Scientist, 
Clinical Biochemistry, Forensic Scientist, Nanotechnologist, Pharmacologist,  Research Scientist (physical sciences), 
Toxicologist, Biotechnologist, Higher Education Lecturer, Marine Biologist, Microbiologist, Nature Conservation Officer, 
Pharmacologist and many more. 

 

https://pixabay.com/en/dna-genetic-material-helix-proteins-3539309/
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GCSE Triple Science 
Contact: Mrs McDermott (Head of Faculty) 

AQA 
Trilogy 

 

 

Course Overview Skills involved 
Science is around us all of the time. Our understanding of science has allowed the 
development of new technology and medicines. It plays a central role in our society. 
Through the study of Triple Science students cover many of the topics in the 
combined course in added depth giving a solid foundation on which to build at A 
level. This course is by invitation only. 
 
The main areas of study in this course are: 

• Biology – Study of human biology, organisms, evolution and the 
environment. 

• Chemistry – Study of the nature of substances and how they react together, 
how chemistry is used in business and industry and the key fundamentals of 
organic chemistry. 

• Physics – Study of the use and transfer of energy, as well as an insight into 
the nature of waves, radiation and space. They'll also learn about the 
application of physics in the real world they live in. 

Extended 
Writing 

Working 
with my hands 

Using 
Numbers 

 

 

Using ICT 

Short 
Written Tasks 

 

 

How will I be assessed? 
Each qualification will be assessed through two written examinations at the end of Year 11, both of which are 
compulsory.  

Qualification Elements Length Percentage 

Biology • Biology paper 1 and Biology paper 2 
• Questions are made up of a mixture of multiple choices, 

short answers and long answers. 

1 hour 45 
minutes each 
paper 

50% each 
paper 

Chemistry • Chemistry paper 1 and Chemistry paper 2 
• Questions are made up of a mixture of multiple choices, 

short answers and long answers. 

1 hour 45 
minutes each 
paper 

50% each 
paper 

Physics • Physics paper 1 and Physics paper 2 
• Questions are made up of a mixture of multiple choices, 

short answers and long answers. 
• Students will be expected to recall 27 equations. 

1 hour 45 
minutes each 
paper 

50% each 
paper 

There are also required practical activities as stipulated by the exam board, which are carried out throughout the 
course. 

 

What skills do I need to be successful on this course? 

Science brings together literacy and numeracy skills. You will be expected to describe and explain scientific concepts in 
writing and using diagrams. You will need to be willing to work on your practical skills to become an accurate and 
precise investigator and you will need to handle results in tables and in graphs, carrying out calculations when 
necessary. 

 

Progression Pathways 

• The Triple Science route provides good preparation for our full suite of academic Science A level (Biology, 
Chemistry, Physics and Psychology) and our Level 3 BTEC Applied Science. 

• A qualification in Science continues to be highly desirable to employers and is part of the English Baccalaureate 
qualification that universities and employers now consider to be an important indicator of a fully rounded student. 

 

Careers 

You are expected to have passed a GCSE in Science for entry to many courses and apprenticeships from becoming an 
Electrician to working in the financial sector.  Careers in Science based subjects include Engineer, Doctor, Nurse and 
Vet.  

https://pixabay.com/en/dna-genetic-material-helix-proteins-3539309/
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GCSE Art and Design 
Contact: Mrs Fry (Head of Department) 

Pearson 

 

 

Course Overview Skills involved 
If you enjoy: developing your visual skills, being creative, visiting galleries, museums, 
workshops and studios and experimenting and taking risks with your work then this is 
course for you. 
 
The main areas of study in this course are: 
• Developing ideas 

• Refining ideas and skills 

• Recording for purpose 

• Presenting and realising 

 

Working 
with my hands 

  

Design & 
Create Projects 

Using ICT 

  

 

How will I be assessed? 
Both units consist of sketchbook work and a final piece. The final piece for the externally set assignment will be in a 10 
hours exam, over two consecutive days under exam conditions in Year 11. 

Unit Elements Type Percentage 

Unit 1: Personal 
Portfolio in Art and 
Design 

• Production of a portfolio of work. 
• 2 final pieces. 

Coursework  60% 

Unit 2: Externally 
Set Assignment in 
Art and Design 

• Production of a portfolio of work. 
• A practical examination at the end of the course. 
• The practical examination is 10 hours long and takes place 

over 2 days. 

Externally set 
assignment 

40% 

 

What skills do I need to be successful on this course? 

• A love for Art and Design. 

• An interest in developing visual language skills. 

• An ability to create and develop ideas. 

• An interest in using traditional and new media. 

• An ability to draw with some confidence, or the willingness to learn. 

• The ability to write about Artists and to reflect on your own work. 

 

Progression Pathways 

• There is a course at Post 16 for students wanting to progress further with their Art Skills. This course is an Art & 
Design GCE which continues to develop your skills as an artist. 

• Students are then able to go on to study a BA Hons Degree in a range of Art skills at university. 

 

Careers 

The creative industry is always one of largest growing industry sectors in Britain. A Graphics Design qualification will help 
you to develop a career in the following sectors: Graphic Design, Illustration, Copywriting, Advertising, Creative Direction, 
Art Direction, Set Design, Web Design, Architect, Interior Design. 
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GCSE Art: Photography 
Contact: Mrs Fry (Head of Art) 

AQA 

 

 

 

Course Overview Skills involved 

Photography is an exciting subject that offers students the potential to develop 
their ideas using a range of photographic processes and techniques. If you choose 
photography, you will study a range of topics and develop work to a chosen 
theme. You will plan photoshoots and develop personal photographic work. 
Photography is creative, exciting and fun, combining theory and practice. 
Photography will teach you transferable skills such as research, problem-solving, 
thinking skills, designing, analysing and evaluating as well as practical skills.  
You will study the work of contemporary and historical photographers and use 
this to help you develop your own ideas. You will learn how to use an SLR camera 
as well as less complex cameras. 
If you enjoy: drawing, developing your visual skills, being creative, enthusiastic 
and imaginative, visiting galleries, museums, workshops and studios and 
experimenting and taking risks with your work then this is course for you. 
You will work in a range of contexts which may include portraiture, documentary 

photography, animation and experimental imagery. 

Extended 
Writing 
 

 Short Written 
Tasks 
 

 Using Numbers 

 Design & Create 
Projects 

 
Working with 
my hand 
 

 Using 
ICT 

  

How will I be assessed? 
Both units consist of portfolio work and a final piece. The final piece for the externally set assignment will be in a 10-hour 
exam, over two consecutive days under exam conditions in Year 11. 

Unit Elements Type Percentage 

Component 1: 
Personal Portfolio 

• Portfolio of work built up over the course Coursework  60% 

Unit 2: Externally 
Set Assignment 

• A practical examination at the end of the course and a portfolio 
of preparatory work. 

• The practical examination is 10 hours long and takes place over 
2 days. 

Externally set 
assignment 

40% 

 

What skills do I need to be successful on this course? 

• A love for Art, Design, Drawing and Photography 

• An interest in developing visual language skills 

• An ability to create and develop ideas 

• An interest in using digital media. 

 

Progression Pathways 

• There is a course at Post 16 for students wanting to progress further with their Photography skills.  
• This course is an Art & Design GCE which continues to develop your skills as an artist allowing you to continue to 

experiment with photography as a medium. 
• Students are then able to go on to study a BA Hons Degree in a range of Art / Photography skills at university. 
 

Careers 

The creative industry is always one of largest growing industry sectors in Britain. A photography qualification will help 
you to develop a career in the following sectors: Graphic Design, Illustration, Copywriting, Advertising, Creative Direction, 
Art Direction, Set Design, Web Design, Architect, Interior Design. 
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GCSE 
GCSE Politics and Citizenship Studies  

(Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Citizenship Studies) 
Contact: Mr R McQueen (Head of Subject) 

Edexcel 

 

 

Course Overview Skills involved 
Politics and Citizenship Studies is about how people understand and take an active 
part in democratic politics and work together for a better society; locally, nationally 
and globally. Students will learn about society, power, democracy, the operation of 
government and the legal system as well as the role of the UK in the wider world. 
They will explore and learn about different controversial and topical issues with 
political, social, ethical, economic and environmental dimensions in local to global 
contexts. Most importantly, they will experience taking citizenship action and learn 
from trying to make a difference themselves. 
 

The course content is divided into five themes:  

• Theme A: Living together in the UK 

• Theme B: Democracy at work in the UK 

• Theme C: Law and Justice 

• Theme D: Power and Influence  

• Theme E: Taking citizenship action 

Extended 
Writing 

 

  

  

Short 
Written Tasks 

Public 
Speaking 

 

How will I be assessed? 
Progress throughout the course will be monitored by regular assessments, the external assessment will be in the 
format of two 1 hour 45 minutes exams which will examine the taught topics in one paper and the research topic in the 
other. 

Paper Elements Length Percentage 

Paper 1 Written examination 1 hour 45 minutes (80 marks) 50% 

Paper 2 Written examination 1 hour 45 minutes (80 marks) 50% 

 

What skills do I need to be successful on this course? 

This qualification will require students to demonstrate the ability to:  
• form their own hypotheses, create sustained and reasoned arguments, and reach substantiated conclusions  
• present their own and other viewpoints and represent the views of others  
• critically evaluate the effectiveness of citizenship actions to assess progress towards the intended aims and impact 

for the individuals, groups and communities affected. 
You must also be in the top two sets for English. 

 

Progression Pathways 

• To study A Level History and other Humanities A level subjects – such as Sociology, Psychology, Philosophy and 
Ethics and Government and Politics. 

• To progress to A Level Government and Politics at least a grade 6 is required at GCSE in History, Citizenship or 
English Literature. Politics and Citizenship provides an excellent basis for those wishing to study Law at university, 
as well as those considering a careers related to Politics.  

 

Careers 

Careers in the Law, the Public Sector, Politics, Diplomacy, Social Work, Local and National Government would all be well 
served by this course. 
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GCSE Computer Science 
Contact: Mr Etienne (Head of Department) 

OCR 

 

 

Course Overview Skills involved 
GCSE in Computer Science has been developed in response to a number of recent 
initiatives aimed at promoting Computer Science as a rigorous, knowledge-based 
subject discipline that should be part of every young person’s education. The 
qualification is relevant, fit for purpose and supports progression into higher 
education and ultimately into employment. 
 
Gain an understanding of how computers really work through investigation tasks. 
Learn how to program them through the use of different programming languages. 
This course is rapidly becoming popular in many schools and colleges. 
 
This course (which counts towards the Ebacc) 
• will develop your critical thinking and problem-solving skills 
• will give you experience of computer programming 
• will give you a good insight into computer technology 
• has links with Mathematics, Science and technology 
• will prepare you well for further study at A level 

Extended 
Writing 

Working 
with my hand 

  

Design & 
Create Projects 

Using ICT 

Short 
Written Tasks 

 

 

How will I be assessed? 
This qualification will be assessed through two written examinations during Year 11 and an internal piece of 
coursework. 

Paper Elements Length Percentage 

Component 1: Computer 
Systems 

Written examination 1 hour 30 
minutes  

50% 

Component 2: 
Computational thinking, 
algorithms and 
programming 

Written examination 1 hour 30 
minutes 

50% 

 

What skills do I need to be successful on this course? 

• Have a genuine interest in computers and computer programming. 
• A reasonable Maths and English skills 
• An inventive and enquiring mind 
• Students must be in top set Maths by the end of Year 8 to access the course. 
 

Progression Pathways 

• Leads directly on to A level ICT or BTEC L3 ICT. 
• The practical nature of GCSE Computer Science demonstrates an ability to use ICT rather than a theoretical 

knowledge, which GCSE ICT focuses on.  
• The opportunity for students to gain knowledge and skills to move on to Sixth Form, vocational courses, industry 

recognised IT courses and employment. 
 

Careers 

Application analyst, Applications developer, Data analyst, Database administrator, Games developer, Information 
systems manager, IT consultant, Multimedia programmer and many, many more! 

 

  

https://pixabay.com/en/binary-hands-keyboard-tap-enter-2372130/
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GCSE Dance 
Contact: Mrs Bond (Head of Dance) 

AQA 

 

 

Course Overview Skills involved 
Dance is a powerful and empowering form of non-verbal communication and it is both 
physical and expressive, which makes it similar to and different from other art forms 
and physical activities. Dance develops creative, imaginative, physical, emotional and 
intellectual capacities. 
 

The practical component of the course enables students to study dance by ‘doing’ 
and the anthology of professional works will provide a springboard for the 
development of creative and engaging practical tasks. The study of the anthology will 
facilitate the development of students’ skills in performance and choreography as 
well as broadening their knowledge and understanding of dance and ability to 

critically appraise dances of different styles and cultural influences. 

Extended 
Writing 

 

 

Performing 
Activities 

Design & 
Create Projects 

 

Short 
Written Tasks 

 

 

How will I be assessed? 
The course allows students to actively and physically demonstrate their abilities through the practical controlled 
assessment which is worth 75% of the qualification and the written exam, worth 25%. 

Component Elements Assessment Percentage 

Component 1 • Performance: Two, set study Solos 12 marks, duo/trio 24 
marks 

Practical 
Assessment 
(internal) 

30% 

Component 2 • Choreography: Solo of 2 ½  minutes or group of 3 ½ minutes. Practical 
Assessment 
(internal) 

30% 

Component 3 • Dance appreciation: Study of six professional dance works 
• 1.5 hour written examination in the second year of the 

course. 

External 
written exam 

40% 

 

What skills do I need to be successful on this course? 

This specification recognises the role of dance in young people’s lives and students will study a range of dance styles and 
style fusions. Apart from the solo performance, they can choose any style in which to perform and choreograph, providing 
it meets the assessment criteria. Students must be on track for at least a grade 4 in English to be able to access this 
course. 

 

Progression Pathways 

This course provides a solid foundation for a career in dance or performing arts and/or further studies in dance or 
performing arts, including A-level Dance. Students could use this course to develop confidence and dance skills to 
prepare them for study at specialist performing arts colleges or university. 

 

Careers 

GCSE Dance will enable students to pursue a career in the Performing Arts industry. The course will also give students a 
greater understanding of the theoretical aspects of Dance that will benefit students looking to work in areas such as 
Choreography, Dance journalism, Dance performance, teaching Dance in the community. 

https://pixabay.com/go/?t=image-list-shutterstock&id=702288490
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GCSE Design and Technology 
Contact: Mr Taylor  (Head of Department) 

AQA 

 

Course Overview Skills involved 
Fantastic opportunity to learn design and making skills, to make projects and learn 
about the world of design, materials and manufacture. Good balance of design and 
making skills, 50% of course is assessed on your design and making skills. Further 
opportunities at A level, university and apprenticeships. 
 

The main areas of study in this course are: 
• Core Technical Principles 

• Specialist Technical Principles 

• Designing and Making Principles 

Extended 
Writing Working 

with my 
hand 

Using 
Numbers 

 

Design & 
Create Projects 

Using 
ICT 

Short 
Written Tasks 

 

 

How will I be assessed? 
This qualification will be assessed through two written examinations at the end of Year 11, both of which are 
compulsory.  

Component Elements Length Percentage 

Written exam 
paper 

Section A – Core technical principles (20 marks): A mixture of 
multiple choice and short answer questions assessing a breadth of 
technical knowledge and understanding. 
Section B – Specialist technical principles (30 marks): Several short 
answer questions (2–5 marks) and one extended response to assess 
a more in depth knowledge of technical principles. 
Section C – Designing and making principles (50 marks): 
A mixture of short answer and extended response questions. 

2 hours 50% 

Non-exam 
assessment 
(NEA) 

• Substantial design and make task 
• Students will produce a prototype and a portfolio of evidence 

In lessons 50% 

 

What skills do I need to be successful on this course? 

• A reasonable level of drawing and design skills 

• Reasonable practical skills  

• An inventive and enquiring mind 

• An ability to think through design and making problems 

• Good maths skills – 15% of the exam is maths based 

 

Progression Pathways 

• Leads directly on to A level (called Product Design), Product Designer, Cabinet making. 

 

Careers 

This course is relevant to a range of careers and directly leads onto A Level Product Design. After A level, specific 
examples include Engineering, Marketing and Teaching. 

  

This is not a ‘practical’ course. 
Although there is an element of 
practical work. Most of the work is 
classroom based/design/research 
based. 

https://pixabay.com/go/?t=image-list-shutterstock&id=128850397
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GCSE Film Studies 
Contact: Mrs McClean (Head of Department), Mr Presland (Film Teacher) 

Eduqas 

 

Course Overview Skills involved 
Film Studies is designed to deepen your understanding, appreciation and enjoyment 
of film. The course will develop a number of key skills such as critical analysis and 
application of this knowledge in making films and writing screenplays. There will be a 
clear focus on the aesthetic choices made by filmmakers and how this might impact 
on you, in the production of your own practical work. You will engage with a large 
number of films and the actively analyse and discuss them. The course is designed to 
build on your existing knowledge of film and further develop this by exploring a 
diverse and challenging set of film texts. 
The main areas of study in this course are: 
• Exploring and analysing film language and the film form 

• Representations seen within film texts  

• Social and historical context explorations 

• Knowledge and understanding of the film industry and developments 

Extended 
Writing 

 

  

Design & 
Create Projects 

Using ICT 

Short 
Written Tasks 

 

 

How will I be assessed? 
This qualification will be assessed through two written examinations at the end of year 11, both of which are 
compulsory.  

Paper Elements Length Percentage 

Component 1: Key 
Developments in 
US Film   

• Written examination exploring the key developments in 
American film from the 1950s to present day 

1 hour 30 
minutes 

35% 

Component 2: 
Global Film: 
Narrative, 
Representation 
and Film Style 

• Written examination focusing  the representations and film 
form within Global and British film (including one non-English 
language film) 

1 hour 30 
minutes 

35% 

Component 3: 
Creating Media 
Products 

• Non-exam assessment/coursework based on a brief given by 
exam board. To be completed independently. 

Marked 
internally 

30% 

 

What skills do I need to be successful on this course? 

• An interest in film and how films are constructed (what it is and what it does) 

• An ability to evaluate moving images  and consider the meaning 

• To be able to create and form an opinion and justify it 

• An interest in creating a production  

 

Progression Pathways 

The UK leads the way worldwide in the study of media; related subjects; globally media industries are worth £977 
billion. Media Studies naturally leads to careers in journalism, film/V, marketing, advertising or public relations, but an 
awareness of how the world of media can also support other careers, such as business, social work, law, medicine and 
education. By knowing how the media operates you will be able to decode messages more skilfully, and engage with 
topics that interest you. 

 

Careers 

Journalist, publishing, writer/novelist, screen writer, marketing and promotions, event organiser, TV/film producer. 

  

https://pixabay.com/en/social-media-social-network-3758364/


22 

GCSE Food and Nutrition 
Contact: Mrs Crook (Head of Department) OCR 

 

Course Overview Skills involved 
Our GCSE in Food Preparation and Nutrition equips students with the knowledge, 
understanding and skills to be able to feed themselves and others better. Students 
develop practical cookery skills and techniques as they explore the underlying 
principles of food science, nutrition, food traditions and food safety. Heston 
Blumenthal’s support will inspire your students to be inquisitive, creative and 
confident cooks. 
 
The main areas of study in this course are: 
• The relationship between diet and health  
• Nutritional needs of individuals  
• Food science  
• Food Provenance –source and supply  
• Food safety  
• Development of culinary traditions  

• Factors influencing food choice  

Extended 
Writing 

Working 
with my hands 

Using 
Numbers 

 

Design & 
Create Projects 

Using ICT 

Short 
Written Tasks 

 

 

How will I be assessed? 
This qualification will be assessed through a mixture of written examinations and internal assessment, both of which 
are compulsory. As part of the later students will be expected to complete a 3 hours practical exam.  

Unit Elements Length Percentage 

Exam Food preparation and nutrition 1 hour 30 
minutes 

50% 

Non-examined 
assessment 

3 hour practical exam is part of the Food study task work 35% 
and the Food investigation is work 15% of their final mark 

3 hours 50% 

 

What skills do I need to be successful on this course? 

• Reasonable practical skills  

• Inventive and enquiring mind 

• Ability to think through planning and organisational skills 

 

Progression Pathways 

• Qualifications and employment within the Food and Hospitality Industry. 
• Progression on to Level 3 course in Design Technology of Food/Catering. 
• Hospitality GCSE, Hospitality and Catering BTEC/NVQs, Catering apprenticeship, diploma/degree in Hospitality and 

Job in Hospitality/Catering. 

 

Careers 

After studying a degree in food students can progress onto the following careers as well as just being a chef  

• Food technologist. Nutritional therapist. Product/process development scientist. Quality manager. Regulatory affairs 
officer.  
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GCSE French 
Contact: Mrs Jones (Head of Faculty) 

Pearson 

 

 

Course Overview Skills involved 
Within today’s job market, multilingualism is almost certainly a necessity. France is 
among Britain’s major trading partners and many French-speaking countries are also 
popular tourist destinations. 
 
The course will enable you to develop the verbal and written communication skills in 
the languages of French-speaking countries and provides you with greater cultural 
understanding. 

 

The main areas of study in this course are: 
• Identity and culture 
• Holidays, travel, local area 
• School life, hobbies 
• Future aspirations, study and careers 

• International and global issues 

Extended 
Writing 

 

  

 

Using 
ICT 

Short 
Written Tasks 

Public 
Speaking 

 

How will I be assessed? 
This qualification will be assessed through a mixture of written and oral examinations at the end of Year 11, all of which 
are compulsory. 

Paper Elements Length Percentage 

Exam: 
Listening & 
Understanding 

Students are assessed on their understanding of standard spoken 
French by one or more speakers in a range of public and social 
settings.  

40 mins – F 
50 mins - H 

25% 

Exam: 
Speaking 

Students are assessed on their ability to communicate and interact 
effectively through speaking in French for different purposes and in 
different settings. 

7-9 mins plus 12 
mins prep - F 
10-12 mins plus 
12 mins prep -H 

25% 

Exam:  
Reading & 
understanding 

Students are assessed on their understanding of written French 
across a range of different types of texts, including advertisements, 
emails, letters, articles and literary texts.  

40 mins – F 
1 hour - H 

25% 

Exam:  
Writing 

Students are assessed on their ability to communicate effectively 
through writing in French for different purposes and audiences.  
 

75 mins – F 
80 mins - H 

25% 

 

What skills do I need to be successful on this course? 

• Good literacy and retention of content such as key words and phrases 

• Creativity with language and building on prior learning 

• Attention to detail and the love of exploring and experimenting with new ideas. 

 

Progression Pathways 

• After GCSE you can continue your language studies in the Sixth Form. To progress to A Level French at least a grade 
6 is required at GCSE in French.  

• A qualification in languages leads to careers in a variety of different professions, such as journalism, law, teaching, 
medical research, science related industries, pharmacy, banking, media and communication. 

• A knowledge of a foreign language is highly valued by employers both as a practical skill and as evidence of higher 
order thinking skills. 

 

Careers 

Travel and tourism, Customer service, Technical support, Translation, Teaching, Sales and many varied careers in the 
wider world. 

https://pixabay.com/en/eiffel-tower-france-landmark-map-1839974/
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GCSE Geography 
Contact: Mr Reilly (Head of Department) 

AQA 

 

Course Overview Skills involved 
This subject combines engaging and topical content with a mix of traditional and 
contemporary Geography. We will study physical and human Geography in self-
contained topic areas and carry out an independent fieldwork investigation. 
 
The main areas of study in this course are: 
• The challenge of natural features 
• The living world 
• Physical landscapes in the UK 
• Urban issues & challenges 
• The changing economic world 
• Geographical skills & fieldwork 

Extended 
Writing 

 

Using 
Numbers 

 

 

Using ICT 

Short 
Written Tasks 

 

 

How will I be assessed? 
This qualification will be assessed through three written examinations at the end of Year 11, all of which are 
compulsory.  

Paper Elements Length Percentage 

Paper 1: 
 

• Living with the physical environment 
 

1 hour 30 
minutes 

35% 

Paper 2: 
 

• Challenges in the human environment 1 hour 30 
minutes 

35% 

Paper 3: 
 

• Geographical applications – this exam is replacing the 
controlled assessment with 2 contrasting field studies 
(Human and Physical). 

1 hour 15 
minutes 

30% 

 

What skills do I need to be successful on this course? 

• Graphical and cartographical skills 
• Technological skills including ICT and GIS 
• Interpersonal skills through debate and discussion 
• Literacy and numeracy skills 
• Problem-solving skills 
• All students will need to complete two compulsory field study trips.  

 

Progression Pathways 

• To progress to A Level Geography, it is recommended at least a grade 6 is achieved at GCSE in Geography.  
• Geography is a diverse subject which has links to a wide variety of degrees and careers, whether these be 

Geographical in nature, business, economic, or science related (just to name a few), this course opens a wide range 
of options. 

• Employers and universities value Geography for the generic skills it teaches students. Employers are looking for 
people who can make good decisions, solve problems and look at issues from more than one angle. These skills are 
at the centre of this course.  

 

Careers 

Careers people have been employed in through studying Geography include: Town Planning, Estate Agent, Travel 
Agent, Expedition Leader, Air Cabin Crew, Lawyer, Conservation Manager, Armed Forces, Teacher, Human Rights 
Officer, Surveyor, Weather Forecaster, Landscape, Architect, Hazard Prediction, Travel Writer, Pollution  Analyst, Aid 
Worker, Marketing, Flood Protection Manager. 

https://pixabay.com/en/travel-pinned-pinning-maps-atlas-2650303/
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GCSE German 
Contact: Mrs Radenhausen (Head of Faculty) 

Pearson 

 

Course Overview Skills involved 
Within today’s job market, multilingualism is almost certainly a necessity. Germany, 
Austria, Switzerland, France and Spain are among Britain’s major trading partners 
as well as being popular tourist destinations. The course will enable you to develop 
the verbal and written communication skills in the languages of these countries to 
provide you with greater cultural understanding 
 
The main areas of study in this course are: 
• Identity and culture 

• Holidays, travel, local area 

• School life, hobbies 

• Future aspirations, study and careers 

• International and global issues 

Extended 
Writing 

 

  

 

Using 
ICT 

Short Written 
Tasks 

Public 
Speaking 

 

How will I be assessed? 
This qualification will be assessed through a mixture of written and oral examinations at the end of Year 11, all of which 
are compulsory. 

Paper Paper Paper Paper 

Exam: Listening & 
Understanding 

Students are assessed on their understanding of standard 
spoken German by one or more speakers in a range of public 
and social settings.  

40 mins – F 
50 mins - H 

25% 

Exam: Speaking Students are assessed on their ability to communicate and 
interact effectively through speaking in German for different 
purposes and in different settings. 

7-9 mins plus 12 
mins prep - F 
10-12 mins plus 12 
mins prep -H 

25% 

Exam: Reading & 
Understanding 

Students are assessed on their understanding of written 
German across a range of different types of texts, including 
advertisements, emails, letters, articles and literary texts.  

40 mins – F 
1 hour - H 

25% 

Exam: Writing Students are assessed on their ability to communicate 
effectively through writing in German for different purposes 
and audiences.  

75 mins – F 
80 mins - H 

25% 

 

What skills do I need to be successful on this course? 

• Good literacy skills 
• Be creative with language 

• Be able to use detail and expand on ideas when producing language. 
 

Progression Pathways 

• To progress to A Level German at least a grade 6 is required at GCSE in German.  
• A qualification in languages leads to careers in a variety of different professions, such as journalism, law, medical 

research, science related industries, pharmacy, banking, media and communication. 
• Universities offer a wide range of language courses, often in combination with other disciplines, such as Business 

Studies, Law, Economics, etc. 
• A knowledge of a foreign language is highly valued by employers both as a practical skill and as evidence of higher 

order thinking skills. 

 

Careers 

Travel and tourism, Customer service, Technical support, Translation, Teaching, Sales and many varied careers in 
Europe and the wider world. 
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GCSE History  
Contact: Mrs Baker (Head of Department) 

Pearson 

 

Course Overview Skills involved 
Have you ever wondered why? History is the subject for you if you are interested in 
human progress, conflict, cause and consequence. The course we follow was 
specifically designed for young people today.   

 
The first unit studied is Medicine Through Time, focusing on Britain from 1250 - 
present day. This will involve the study of developments in medicine through the ages 
and its impact during the World Wars. The second unit contains two different areas: 
The Cold War 1941-1991 and Elizabethan England 1558-1588. The third unit is an in 
depth study on Weimar and Nazi Germany which will look at the causes of World War 
Two and Hitler’s impact on German society. 

Extended 
Writing 

 

  

  

Short 
Written Tasks 

Public 
Speaking 

 

How will I be assessed? 
This qualification will be assessed through three written examinations at the end of Year 11, all of which are 
compulsory.  

Paper Elements Length Percentage 

Paper 1: Thematic 
study and historic 
environment 

• Medicine through time 1250 to present day 1 hour 15 
minutes 

30% 

Paper 2: Period 
study and British 
depth study 

• Period study and British depth study - Superpower relations 
and the Cold war 1941-1991 and Early Elizabethan England 
1558-1588 

1 hour 45 
minutes 

40% 

Paper 3: Modern 
depth study 

• Modern Depth Study – Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1939 1 hour 20 
minutes 

30% 

 

What skills do I need to be successful on this course? 

You must develop the ability to read for meaning and to infer meaning from ambiguous language. You will learn to 
write with technical accuracy and using the form and language needed for each style of writing you may be required to 
use in future life. You will develop confidence in speaking to individuals, groups and larger audiences and in listening 
closely and responding appropriately to others. 

 

Progression Pathways 

• To study A Level History and other Humanities A level subjects – such as Sociology, Psychology, Philosophy and 
Ethics, Law, Government and Politics, Geography, Classics. 

• To progress to A Level History at least a grade 6 is required at GCSE in History. History provides an excellent basis 
for those wishing to study Law at university, as well as those considering a career in journalism.  

• Regardless of career choice History is the only GCSE option that teaches you the skills of critical analysis and 
argument that can help to make sense of the world and give you the tools to spot Fake News. 

 

Careers 

History is a facilitating subject and shows any discipline academic capability.  History is useful for careers in Law, 
Business, Government and Education. The skills learned can be used in many careers. 

 

  

https://pixabay.com/en/map-discovery-america-ship-train-3409359/
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GCSE Media Studies 
Contact: Mrs McClean (Head of Department) 

Eduqas 

 

Course Overview Skills involved 
The media play a central role in contemporary society and culture. They shape our 
perceptions of the world through the representations, viewpoints and messages they 
offer. The media have real relevance and importance in our lives today, providing us 
with ways to communicate, with forms of cultural expression and the ability to 
participate in key aspects of society. The economic importance of the media is also 
unquestionable. The media industries employ large numbers of people worldwide 
and operate as commercial industries on a global scale. The global nature of the 
contemporary media, coupled with ongoing technological developments and more 
opportunities to interact with the media, suggest that their centrality in 
contemporary life can only increase. 
 
The main areas of study in this course are: 
• Media language and techniques used by the media 

• Representations seen within the media across media texts 

• Social and historical context explorations 

• Analysing and evaluating unseen media texts 

Extended 
Writing 

 

  

Design & 
Create Projects 

Using ICT 

Short 
Written Tasks 

 

 

How will I be assessed? 
This qualification will be assessed through two written examinations at the end of Year 11, both of which are 
compulsory.  

Paper Elements Length Percentage 

Component 1: 
Exploring the 
Media  

• Written examination exploring representations, audiences 
and institutions 

• Unseen element. 

1 hour 30 
minutes 

40% 

Component 2: 
Understanding 
Media Forms and 
Products 

• Written examination focusing on TV and music video set text 1 hour 30 
minutes 

30% 

Component 3: 
Creating Media 
Products 

• Non-exam assessment/coursework based on a brief given by 
exam board 

 30% 

 

What skills do I need to be successful on this course? 

• An interest in the media (what it is and what it does). 
• An ability to evaluate print based and moving images/ texts. 
• To be able to create and form an opinion and justify.  
• An interest in creating cross-media products. 

 

Progression Pathways 

The UK leads the way worldwide in the study of media and related subjects.  Globally media industries are worth £977 
billion. Media Studies naturally leads to careers in journalism, Film/TV, marketing, advertising or public relations, but an 
awareness of how the world of media can also support other careers, such as Business, Social work, Law, Medicine and 
Education. By knowing how the media operates you will be  able to decode messages more skilfully and engage with 
topics that interest you. 

 

Careers 

Journalist, Publishing, Writer/novelist, Screen writer, Marketing and Promotions, Event organiser, TV/film producer. 

 

https://pixabay.com/en/social-media-social-network-3758364/
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GCSE Music 
Contact: Mr Waddell (Head of Faculty) OCR 

 

Course Overview Skills involved 
Studying Music to GCSE allows students to extend and develop their skills and 
knowledge in the three key areas of Listening, Composing and 
Performing. Students will find out more about different types of music, investigate how 
music is put together, write their own pieces and improve their performance skills both 
as a soloist and within a group. 
 
The main areas of study in this course are: 
• Conventions of popular music 

• Rhythms of the world 

• Film music 

• The concerto through time 

• Understanding your own instrument. 

 

Working 
with my hand 

Using 
Numbers 

Performing 
Activities 

Design & 
Create 
Projects 

Using ICT 

Short 
Written Tasks 

 

 

How will I be assessed? 
This qualification will be assessed through a mixture of written and oral examinations at the end of Year 11, all of which 
are compulsory. 

Paper Paper Marks Percentage 

Integrated 
portfolio 

Performance on the learner’s chosen instrument. Composition to 
a brief set by the learner. 

60 Marks 
Non-exam 
assessment 

30% of total 
GCSE 

Practical 
component  

Ensemble performance. Composition to an OCR set brief. 60 Marks 
Non-exam 
assessment 

30% of total 
GCSE 

Listening and 
appraising  

Listening and appraising. A written paper, with CD. Aural 
recognition and context unheard/unfamiliar music from within the 
Areas of Study 2, 3, 4 & 5. 

80 Marks  
1 hour and 
30 minutes 
written 
paper 

40% of total 
GCSE 

 

What skills do I need to be successful on this course? 

Instrumental skills, which include singing, keyboard and ensemble work as demonstrated at KS3.Other useful skills 
include: 
• Being a good singer with a good sense of pitch. 

• Being efficient on a musical instrument (Guitar, piano, drums etc.). 

• Have good sequencing skills on music software (Garage band, Logic Pro 9 and Reason). 

• Have good listening skills and be able to analyse music. 

 

Progression Pathways 

Music qualifications are highly regarded by colleges of further education and employers alike as musicians are trained 
to work methodically and to be self-disciplined. You may wish to use GCSE Music as a basis for further studies such as 
A-Level Music or a BTEC course based on performing arts. You may want to use it as a springboard into other related 
areas such as Music Technology. 

 

Careers 

There are many careers which Music is a valuable foundation. These include: Musician, Music tutor, Music teacher, 
Children’s entertainer, Stage performer, Music composer, Singer/song writer, Orchestral manager, Sound engineer, 
Music therapist. 
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GCSE 
Philosophy & Ethics 

GCSE Religious Studies 
Contact: Miss Stannard (Head of Department) 

AQA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Course Overview Skills involved 
In Philosophy and Ethics, we ask the big questions about life and we debate what 
constitutes a right or wrong decision.  
 
Philosophy is a way of thinking about the world, the universe, and society. It works 
by asking very basic questions about the nature of human thought, the nature of 
the universe, and the connections between them. For example: ‘What is the 
meaning of life?’ Ethics is a code of morals practiced by a person or group of 
people- it is recognising the difference between what is right and wrong and what 
is a moral decision to make. For example, ‘is it ethically right to abort a child?’  
 
In Philosophy and Ethics we study key themes about value of life, human rights, 
terrorism, war and conflict. It makes students question what should be accepted 
as ‘normal’ and make students more tolerant of other views. 

Extended 
Writing 

 

  

  

Short Written 
Tasks 

Public 
Speaking 

 

How will I be assessed? 
This qualification will be assessed through two written examinations at the end of Year 11, all of which are compulsory.  

Paper Paper Length: Percentage 

Paper 1: Philosophy 
and RS 

Paper 1: Philosophy and RS (study of religions Buddhism 
and Christianity) 

1hr 45 minutes 50% 

Paper 2: Thematic 
Study (ethics) 

Paper 2: Thematic Study (ethical issues of families, 
sanctity of life, peace & conflict, crime & punishment  

1hr 45 minutes 50% 

 

What skills do I need to be successful on this course? 

You must develop the ability to read for meaning and to infer meaning from ambiguous language. You will learn to 
write with technical accuracy and using the form and language needed for each style of writing you may be required to 
use in future life. You will develop confidence in speaking to individuals, groups and larger audiences and in listening 
closely and responding appropriately to others. You will become more open minded about certain ethical debates that 
divide society today. You will have a greater understanding of why the world interprets ‘right/wrong’ actions in certain 
ways 

 

Progression Pathways 

• To study A Level Philosophy and Ethics as well as other Humanities A level subjects – such as History, Sociology, 
Psychology, Law, Government and Politics, Geography, Classics. 

• Skills such as literacy, research, analysing and evaluating – also support other GCSEs. 
• Philosophy and Ethics is a well-respected subject that is highly valued by Universities and Professional Occupations 

because it asks students to be open minded and debate various viewpoints.  

 

Careers 

• Philosophy and Ethics is a facilitating subject and shows any discipline academic capability. 

• It is useful for careers in Law, Business, Government and Education. The skills learned can be used in many careers. 
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GCSE Spanish 
Contact: Mrs Davies (Head of Department) 

AQA 

 

Course Overview Skills involved 
Within today’s job market, multilingualism is almost certainly a necessity. 
Germany, Austria, Switzerland, France, Spain and South America are among 
Britain’s major trading partners as well as being popular tourist destinations.  The 
course will enable you to develop the verbal and written communication skills in 
the languages of these countries to provide you with greater cultural 
Understanding. 
 
The main areas of study in this course are: 

• Identity and culture 

• Holidays, travel, local area 

• School life, hobbies 

• Future aspirations, study and careers 

• International and global issues 

Extended  
Writing 

 

  

 

Using ICT 

Short 
Written Tasks 

Public 
Speaking 

 

How will I be assessed? 
This qualification will be assessed through a mixture of written and oral examinations at the end of Year 11, all of which 
are compulsory. 

Paper Elements Length Percentage 

Exam:  
Listening & 
Understanding 

Students are assessed on their understanding of standard 
spoken Spanish by one or more speakers in a range of 
public and social settings.  

35 mins – F 
45 mins - H 

25% 

Exam:  
Speaking 

Students are assessed on their ability to communicate 
and interact effectively through speaking in Spanish for 
different purposes and in different settings. 

7-9 mins plus 12 
mins prep - F 
10-12 mins plus 
12 mins prep -H 

25% 

Exam:  
Reading & 
Understanding 

Students are assessed on their understanding of written 
Spanish across a range of different types of texts, 
including advertisements, emails, letters, articles and 
literary texts.  

45 mins – F 
60 mins - H 

25% 

Exam:  
Writing 

Students are assessed on their ability to communicate 
effectively through writing in Spanish for different 
purposes and audiences.  

60 mins – F 
75 mins - H 

25% 

 

What skills do I need to be successful on this course? 

• The will and effort to work hard and learn/get familiar with key words and phrases. 
• Creativity with language and building on prior learning. 

• Attention to detail and the love of exploring and experimenting with new ideas. 
 

Progression Pathways 

• To progress to A Level Spanish at least a grade 6 is required at GCSE in Spanish.  
• A qualification in languages leads to careers in a variety of different professions, such as journalism, law, medical 

research, science related industries, pharmacy, banking, media and communication. 
• You learn to understand and communicate confidently in Spanish and explore the culture of Spanish speaking 

countries. 
• It puts you ahead of competitors for jobs in the UK and abroad and It helps secure a higher salary and improves 

employability. 
 

Careers 

Travel and Tourism, Customer service, Technical support, Translation, Teaching, Sales and many varied careers in the 
wider world. 
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BTEC 
Tech 

Award 

Business Enterprise 
Contact: Mr Clarke (Head of Faculty) Pearson 

 

Course Overview Skills involved 
Students will develop knowledge and understanding by applying their learning and skills 
in a work-related context. Additionally, they will take responsibility for their own learning 
and develop skills that are essential for the modern-day workplace. These skills include: 
team working; working from a prescribed brief; working to deadlines; presenting 
information effectively; and accurately completing administrative tasks and processes. 
The course will motivate learners, and open doors to progression into further study and 
responsibility within the workplace. 
 
The main areas of study in this course are: 
Enterprise, New business,  Creativity, Ethics, Finance  Customer care, Employment                        
Marketing, Value added and External factors. 

Extended 
Writing 

 

Using 
Numbers 

 

Design & 
Create 
Projects 

Using 
ICT 

Short 
Written Tasks 

 

 

How will I be assessed? 
This qualification will be assessed through a mixture of written and oral examinations at the end of Year 11, all of which 
are compulsory. 

Unit Element Type of 
assessment 

Weighting 

Component 1  
  

Exploring Enterprises – Pearson Set Assignment exploring a small 
local business and the people who run it.  

PSA – 
Controlled 
Assessment  

30%  

Component 2  Planning for and pitching and Enterprise Activity – Pearson Set 
Assignment planning an idea for a new business and pitching it to an 
investor  

PSA – 
Controlled 
Assessment  

30%  

Component 3  Promotion and Finance for Enterprise – Exam set by Pearson. 
Written paper sat in exam conditions  

Externally 
set exam  

40%  

 

What skills do I need to be successful on this course? 

• Reasonable level of computing skills 

• Reasonable Maths and English skills 

• Inventive and enquiring mind 

 

Progression Pathways 

• Leads directly on to A Level Business or BTEC Level 3 in Business. 
• You could use your business knowledge to enter the world of work. 
• A good grounding in Business Studies opens many doors in numerous areas if you are unsure of your future plans 

at the moment. The ICT skills and basic knowledge you learn are required in any line of work you choose to take. 

 

Careers 

A BTEC in Business Studies provides good preparation for any employment and with further training or study; 
students may progress into a Business-related career such as Accountancy, Administration, Customer Service, 
Marketing, Human Resources ICT, Sales or Management. 
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BTEC 
Tech 

Award 

Health & Social Care 
Contact: Miss Cooper (Head of Department) Pearson 

 

Course Overview Skills involved 
Our Health and Social Care course allows students to explore the services and 
provisions accessible when an individual requires care or support. There is a 
strong emphasis on developing employment skills that will be useful in any 
area of work including working with a team, working independently, 
communication skills and presentation skills. This course will provide the 
knowledge that can built upon at Level 3 for a wide range of job in the health, 
social care, or childcare sectors.  
 
The main areas of study in this course are: 

• Component 1 – Human Lifespan Development 
• Component 2 – Health and Social Care Services and Values 

• Component 3 – Health and Wellbeing 

Extended 
Writing 

 

  

 

Using ICT 

Short Written 
Tasks 

 

 

How will I be assessed? 
This qualification will be assessed through a mixture of coursework and a written examinations during Year 11, all of 
which are compulsory. 

Paper Paper Type of 
assessment 

Paper 

Component 1 – 
Human Lifespan 
Development 
 

PSA – Component 1 – Human Lifespan Development PSA – controlled 
assignment 

30% 

Component 2 – 
Health and Social 
Care Services and 
Values 

PSA – Component 2 – Health and Social Care Values and 
Services 

PSA – controlled 
assignment 

30% 

Component 3 – 
Health and 
Wellbeing 

External assessment set and marked by Pearson, 
completed under supervised conditions. The assessment 
will be completed in 2 hours within the period timetabled 
by Pearson. 60 marks. 

External exam 40% 

 

What skills do I need to be successful on this course? 

To succeed in this course, you will need to be able to work within a team; work from a prescribed brief; work to 
deadlines; present information effectively; and accurately completing administrative tasks and processes, and the 
motivation and interest to complete independent research on a range of related topics. Students do need to have good 
writing skills and a suitable knowledge of human biology (due to the anatomy and physiology/medical terminology 
used). 

 

Progression Pathways 

Health and Social Care can be seen as a cross-curricular subject. It covers many topics such as: Communication Studies, 
Psychology, Nutrition etc. The health and social care courses available are designed to give a realistic insight into the 
opportunities available in the health and social care sectors.  

 

Careers 

Any career that involves children, elderly, or any group of vulnerable people would benefit from studying Health and 
Social Care. 
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BTEC 
Tech 

Award 

Digital IT 
Contact: Mr Etienne (Head of Department) Pearson 

 

Course Overview Skills involved 
You will develop a broad variety of ICT skills which will provide a working skill 
set for your future in employment. The course aims to provide a broad 
understanding and knowledge of Information Technology and insight into this 
creative industry sector. The units will give the opportunity to develop 
application specific knowledge and experience. 
 
The main areas of study in this course are: 
• Recent and currently available communication and computing technology. 
• Practical use of real world technology. 

Extended 
Writing 

 

Using Numbers 
 

Design & Create 
Projects 

Using ICT 

Short Written 
Tasks 

 

 

How will I be assessed? 
Paper Paper Time Paper 

1 – Exploring 
User Interface 
Design Principles 
and Project 
Planning 
Techniques   

Students will learn how to plan a project from start to end looking 
at different methodologies and how to track project progress.   
Students will learn how to design and develop a prototype 
interface for a given scenario considering not only the clients 
requirements, but the potential accessibility needs of the user.   

PSA – 
Controlled 
Assessment    

30%   

2 – Collecting, 
Presenting and 
Interpreting 
Data   

Students will learn how to understand and manipulate data using 
formatting, formulas and charts to produce a data dashboard 
allowing a client to easily interpret their data.   

PSA – 
Controlled 
Assessment   

30%   

3 – Effective 
Digital Working 
Practices   

Students will learn how organisations use digital systems and the 
wider implications associated with their use. This includes how 
organisations can use technology safely and about the cyber 
security issues when working in a digital organisation.    

Written 
Exam   

40%   

 

What skills do I need to be successful on this course? 

• A reasonable level of computing, Maths and English skills. 

• An inventive and enquiring mind. 

 

Progression Pathways 

This course leads directly on to A-level ICT or BTEC Level 3 in ICT and opens up a wide range of technology related 
employment opportunities. 

 

Careers 

Computer Science Teacher/Lecturer, IT Technician, Network Manager, Software Developer, Software Engineer, Systems 
Analyst,  Programmer, Graphics Designer, Web Developer, Game design, Animator, Journalism, or Marketing Manager. 
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BTEC 
Tech 

Award 
Music 

Contact: Mr Waddell (Head of Department) Pearson 

 

Course Overview Skills involved 
The Tech Award qualification is a course that defines the required skills needed to 
evolve as a musician, analyst, and composer. You will have the opportunity to perform 
music as part of a band or as a soloist. You will learn to analyse different musical styles 
through the creation of a podcast. You will learn through a DAW project how to 
compose music using music software.  
The main areas of study in this course are: 
• Perform as an instrumentalist in a band or as a soloist. 
• Exploring different music genres, analysing the musical elements of the styles. 
• Produce a music composition in a defined style using sequencing skills on a 

computer. 

 

Working 
with my hand 

Using 
Numbers 

Performing 
Activities 

Design & 
Create 
Projects 

Using ICT 

Short 
Written Tasks 

 

 

How will I be assessed? 
This qualification will be assessed through a mixture of written and oral examinations at the end of Year 11, all of which 
are compulsory. 

Component Content Weighting 

Controlled 
assessment, No.1. 

Create a podcast that demonstrates the understanding of musical styles. Create a 
portfolio of musical extracts, that must include a live performance, an original 
composition, music for film, media, computer games and an audio recording 
(multitracking) 

30% 

Controlled 
assessment, No.2. 

Explore professional and commercial skills for the music industry through 
performing, creating, and producing. You will develop individual musical skills 
through a skills audit. 

30% 

Controlled 
assessment, No.3. 

Using your knowledge of genres, styles and musical features and stylistic 
techniques, you will create and perform a new interpretation of a given song by 
the exam board. This will involve the skill of music arrangement. 

40% 

 

What skills do I need to be successful on this course? 

• Instrumental skills, which include singing, keyboard/piano, guitar, bass, and drum. It can also include the playing of 
orchestral instruments, for example, flute, clarinet, or trumpet. 

• It is imperative that you are at a good standard of musicianship, as you will need to perform in different styles. 
• You will need to understand music software/sequence skills, as you will be taught how to use Logic Pro software 

 

Progression Pathways 

The course is for anyone who is serious about music and has a passion for the subject. You can progress on to higher 
levels of study which include A level Music, Rock School Limited Subsidiary diploma for Music Practitioners. Studying 
music gives students confidence and learned skills they will need, if they want to work in the music industry. 

 

Careers 

There are many careers which Music is a valuable foundation. These include musicianship, music tutor, music teacher, 
children’s entertainer, stage performer, music composer, singer/song writer, orchestral manager, sound engineer, 
music therapist. 
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BTEC  
Tech 

Award 

Performing Arts  
(Dance / Drama approach) 

Contact: Mrs Bond (Head of Dance) or Miss Everett (Heads of PA) 
Pearson 

 

Course Overview Skills involved 
This course will enable candidates to get a taste of what it’s like to be a 
professional actor, dancer or musical theatre performer across different 
styles. Students will develop skills and techniques in the chosen discipline(s) 
of acting, dance or musical theatre. Performers will also have the 
opportunity to consider how theatre practitioners (choreographers, 
directors and playwrights) adapt their skills for different contexts and put 
this practice into place.  
 
The course requires students to be able to analyse their own performance 
work as well as professional repertoire. You will watch a minimum of 6 
contrasting pieces of performance work, evaluating the different styles in a 
written account and practically exploring key scenes using scripts to 
memorise the lines. 

Extended 
Writing 

 

 
Performing Activities 

Design & 
Create Projects 

Using ICT 

Short 
Written Tasks 

Public Speaking 

 

How will I be assessed? 
The course is approximately weighted 45% practical and 55% written. For each assessment you will practically explore either a 
chosen set text, such as Blood Brothers or you will devise/choreograph your own performance using a set stimulus. The written 
aspects are mainly coursework; however, the controlled assessments will involve you exploring and evaluating your practical work, 
on the computer with only your written notes for support. 

Paper Paper Paper Paper 
Component 1 
Exploring the 
performing Arts     
Year 1 

Non-exam internal assessment set by Pearson, marked by the 
centre and moderated by Pearson. The Pearson-set Assignment 
will be completed in approximately 12 hours of supervised 
assessment.  

Total -60 
60% Written 
40% practical 
 

-2000 words 
-8-min rehearsal footage 
-5 min scripted 
performance  

Component 2 
Developing 
skills and 
Techniques 
Year 1 

Non-exam internal assessment set by Pearson, marked by the 
centre and moderated by Pearson. The Pearson-set Assignment 
will be completed in approximately 15 hours of supervised 
assessment. 

Total- 60  
60% practical  
40%  Written  

-800 words 
-  10 min rehearsal 
footage 
- 5-8 scripted 
performance  

Component 3 
Responding to a 
brief  
Year 2 

Task set and marked by externally by Pearson completed under 
supervised conditions. Learners will be given the task in January, 
12 weeks before the supervised assessment period, in order to 
carry out the development of ideas and rehearsal for the 
performance.  

Total- 60  
70% Written 
30% Practical  

2,400 words 
-3 lots of 800 word 
written accounts 
- 8-12 min performance  

 

What skills do I need to be successful on this course? 

You will need confidence in demonstrating practical and performance skills (getting up in front of a class/audience and 
performing). You will also need to have analytical and evaluating skills, when writing and speaking about performances. 
Students need to be excellent team players and have strong communication skills, as for the majority of the course, 
students work in groups towards final assessments and performances.  
 

Progression Pathways 

BTEC Tech Award in Performing Arts is not only for students interested in a career in theatre. All colleges, universities 
and employers look for the skills covered in the course, including confidence, co-operation and creativity. For those 
interested in a career in the Arts this course will provide a strong foundation for progression to Level 2 or 3 courses in 
Performing Arts such as A Level and BTEC Nationals.  
 

Careers 

Actor - TV Film,  Actor - Theatre Performer, Presenter, Artistic Director, TV Film Critic, Producer, Costume Designer, 
Lighting Technician, Sound Technician, Drama Therapist, Director, Production roles in theatre. 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=ENbolRQG&id=10A97C649183B5D88DA4A536D9AB6CE693E865E6&thid=OIP.ENbolRQGaJGNE52I1cyp3wHaEL&mediaurl=http://www.northeaststage.com/images/slides/slides4.jpg&exph=637&expw=1130&q=stage+curtain&simid=608053254658983534&selectedIndex=22&cbir=sbi
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BTEC 
Tech 

Award 

Sport  

Contact: Mr Lucy (Head of Faculty) Pearson 

 

 

Course Overview Skills involved 
Studying Physical Education is a fantastic opportunity to engage in ‘Active Learning’ 
strategies.  Through a sound and intellectually demanding vocational experience, all 
students will have the chance to gain a nationally recognised qualification that can be 
used when applying for Post 16 education or employment. 
 

Students will learn about: 
• Different types of sport provision for different participants 
• Various types of equipment and technology used in sport 
• Planning and delivering warm ups 
• Fitness components, and how they are used in physical activity 
• Participate in sport with an understanding and demonstrating of the rules 
• The importance of fitness for participation in sport 
• Fitness testing principles 

Extended 
Writing 

Working 
with my hand 

 

Performing 
Activities 

 

Using ICT 

Short 
Written Tasks 

 

 

How will I be assessed? 
This qualification will be assessed through a mixture of controlled assessments and an externally assessed 90 minute 
written examination, which is sat in Year 11. 

Unit Unit Unit Unit 

Component 1 
• Written controlled assessment (80% of component mark) 

• Practical delivery of warmups (20% of component mark) 
Controlled 
assessment 

30% 

Component 2 
• Written controlled assessment (60% of component mark) 

• Practical demonstration of skills in competition in a team sport 
(40% of component mark) 

Controlled 
assessment 

30% 

Component 3 

• 90 minute written externally assessed examination paper. Fitness 

testing, training principles, effects of fitness training and fitness 

programme design (100% of component mark) 
External exam 40% 

 

What skills do I need to be successful on this course? 

• You will need to be able to apply yourself in a classroom setting, in preparation for your written controlled 
assessments, where you will need analytical and evaluating skills. 

• You will need to be able to communicate effectively, as you will need to deliver presentations, officiate in a range of 
sports and lead physical activity sessions in front of others in your class and younger year groups. 

• As part of the course, you will need to show a range of different skills in a team sport, in isolated practices and a 
competitive match, which will be recorded as part of your coursework. This will require you to attend lunchtime 
clubs and afterschool clubs to develop your ability in a range of team sports so that you can be successful. 

 

Progression Pathways 

The Level 2 BTEC Tech Award in Sport course will allow you to progress on to our Level 3 Cambridge Technical in Sport, 
where you can choose to study the single qualification, worth 1 A-Level equivalent or the double qualification, worth 2 
A-Level equivalents. 

 

Careers 

Useful for careers in Sports Coaching, Armed Forces, Leisure Industry, Sports Development, Emergency Services, 
Teaching, Professional Sport and Physiotherapy. 

  

https://pixabay.com/go/?t=image-list-shutterstock&id=522863668
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Your Future  
# 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://growingambitions.tes.co.uk/ 
This site can help you identify careers linked to certain subjects or can help 
you identify subjects that you will need for certain careers. There are useful 
videos as well as written profiles that can help in your consideration of your 
options. 
 
http://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk 
This site has information for people at every stage of their school and working 
careers and can be useful in finding out the qualifications needed for various 
career paths. 

 
https://www.ucas.com 
This site is useful if you are considering University in the future as it allows you 
to search for courses and to explore what qualifications are needed to 
progress to these courses in the future. 
 
http://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk 
This site is particularly useful if you are considering an apprenticeship after 
school as it allows you to search for apprenticeships and explore what 
qualifications are needed to progress to these opportunities in the future. 
 
http://www.careersbox.co.uk/ 
This site is full of short videos about careers in different areas that can be 
useful to give you an insight into areas you may not have already considered. 

 
https://www.startprofile.com/ 
This is a site that you have used at school on Career’s Day. 
   
https://www.plotr.co.uk/ 
This is a useful site to explore career options. 

 

 

 

http://growingambitions.tes.co.uk/
http://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/
https://www.ucas.com/
http://www.apprenticeships./
http://www.careersbox.co.uk/
https://www.startprofile.com/
https://www.plotr.co.uk/
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=C7qWD2V7&id=4ADC5ADEC6D9BE39FE427C169C8EA8F98411F182&thid=OIP.C7qWD2V7tKz9dhV8WkEGtAHaE8&mediaurl=http://vivente.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/future.jpeg&exph=2667&expw=4000&q=Future+Direction&simid=608030693238247371&selectedIndex=0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=XlinfzW6&id=30439EF791F85E8A23DE83A81967DE2A23BB6735&thid=OIP.XlinfzW65a2Cz4GuW2jlfgHaHL&mediaurl=http://businessfuturist.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/future-jobs-jpg.jpg&exph=341&expw=352&q=future+pathway&simid=608052047792836232&selectedIndex=27&cbir=sbi

