
 

 

 
 
 
11 May 2022 
 
 
Dear Parent / Carer 
 
School Uniform 
 
As you may have seen from recent headlines, Schools are now obligated to comply with new 
statutory guidance from the Department of Education when developing and implementing their 
school uniform policies.   
 
The purpose of the guidance is to ensure that the cost of school uniform is reasonable, and 
secures the best value for money.  Changes include keeping branded items to a minimum 
where possible, and uniforms should consist largely of items that can be purchased in the 
wider community, for example in supermarkets and high-street retailers rather than just 
through uniform specialists.  
 
Full details of the new statutory guidance can be located here:  
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cost-of-school-uniforms/cost-of-school-uniforms    
 
At Marriotts we are continuously working hard to provide the best possible educational 
experiences for our students.  As part of this, and in light of these new Government guidelines, 
we have reviewed our current school uniform.   
 
School uniform plays a key role in promoting pride, self-confidence, and a feeling of belonging 
within the student body. These factors contribute to students' wellbeing, removing the 
additional pressures of deciding what to wear and added stress of meeting the expectations 
of their peers. 
 
There are a number of reasons for wishing to explore a change of school uniform, including: 
 
• Feedback from parents, students, staff and the wider community about how 

professionally our students present themselves 
• Cost of some branded uniform items 
• Availability of some uniform items so that students are dressed in line with school 

uniform expectations, e.g. black trousers of an appropriate fit, and black school skirts 
of an appropriate length and material 

• Time used by school staff in managing uniform to ensure high standards of uniform 
from all students  

• Ensuring a smart, consistent, uniform that is a representation of the high standards we 
uphold 

 
It is the duty of the school to ensure our students are dressed appropriately and with dignity 
at all times.  
 
  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cost-of-school-uniforms/cost-of-school-uniforms


 

 

 
 
 
Changes to Marriotts School Uniform 
 
‘Be Kind’ is one of our key values at Marriotts School, and we believe that equality is a central 
part of this.   
 
From September 2022, the uniform requirements for all students will remain broadly the same, 
however we will be making the below changes.   
 
Change 1 
 
Currently, some of the skirts worn are not always suitable for warmth, comfort and are not 
always appropriate in a school setting. We are, therefore stipulating a new black pleated skirt 
at knee length for those wishing to wear a skirt.  ONLY this skirt style will be permitted.  
Students may choose to continue to wear an appropriately styled black trousers.   
 

 
 
This style of black pleated skirt can be purchased from most high street stores and 
supermarkets (for example, from £11 for 2 at Asda), as well as through our uniform supplier. 
  
Change 2  
 
Blazers will be non-gendered and will be available in two different styles – loose fit and fitted 
style.  Our suppliers are doing their upmost to ensure these non-gendered blazers will be 
correctly labelled, however we are aware that some of the original stock will still be identified 
by ‘male’ and ‘female’ branding whilst the labelling is amended to reflect these changes.  
 
Change 3 
 
The Marriotts branded grey V-neck jumper will become an optional uniform item, currently 
available through our uniform supplier.  Students will also have the option to wear a plain grey 
V-neck jumper, available from most high street stores and supermarkets (for example, from 
£12 for 2 at Asda).  
  
  



 

 

 
 
 
 
This is not a relaxation of our uniform policy, but a mechanism to support our families in light 
of the recent Government guidelines and to ensure our key values are at the heart of what we 
do.   
 
Items that are inappropriate will be communicated home and repeat offenses will be 
sanctioned in-line with our Behaviour Policy.   
 
Students will still be able to obtain a daily uniform pass and will be given the opportunity to be 
correct within 24 hours.  
 
School Uniform  
 
Following the above changes to the uniform requirements, please find below the updated 
uniform guidance:  
 
• Blazer (with logo) – fitted or loose-fit – Compulsory;  
• School Tie – Compulsory;  
• White Collared Shirt (long or short sleeved) – Compulsory;  
• Grey V-Neck Jumper – Optional (PE jumper is not permitted); and 
• Plain black trousers (not including jeans or leggings); or 
• Black Pleated Skirt at knee length (no stretchy / jersey / slim fit skirts) 
 
Uniform Reminders 
 
Students must wear appropriate black, flat shoes with an upper than fully encloses the foot 
including the heel.  All leather upper shoes, such as black leather air-force style trainers are 
acceptable provided they do not have any white or visible logos.  Converse and van-style 
shoes are also not permitted.    
 
Jewellery should be kept to a minimum.  No multiple piercings in ears.  No other visible body 
piercing is allowed.  Covering piercings with plasters or ‘clear’ studs is not permitted.  False 
nails / extensions are not allowed – students will be given 24 hours to remove these.  
 
Students will also require a wipe-able apron for Food and Technology lessons.  
 
The school reserves the right to decide what constitutes ‘exaggerated’, ‘extreme’ or ‘discrete’. 
 
PE Kit 
 
There will be no changes to the school PE Kit, however plain white PE socks can be purchased 
from any sports supplier rather than through the SWI Schoolwear provider.   
 
Second-hand Uniform  
 
As part of the new guidance, schools are encouraged to implement arrangements for second-
hand school uniform to be made available for parents to acquire.  Second-hand uniform can 
benefit all parents as well as being a sustainable way to extend the life of uniform items.  
 
  



 

 

 
 
 
 
We will be implementing a ‘pre-loved’ uniform scheme, asking that if a child has outgrown their 
school uniform, where possible, it be returned to the school (cleaned) for inclusion in our pre-
loved scheme.  Parents in need of specific uniform items will be able to ask for these items 
through a monitored email account (uniform@marriotts.herts.sch.uk).   
 
Uniform will also be available during IAG and Open Evenings (subject to availability).    
 
Any donations would be most appreciated.  These can be handed into the main school 
reception during school hours.   
 
Implementation 
 
From September 2022, we would like all students to be complying with these new uniform 
requirements.  Students are able to wear the new skirts from now, however there will be no 
compulsory change to the uniform for our current Year 11 students, due to the limited amount 
of time left at the school.   
 
Costs 
 
It is important to stress that we are fully aware that school uniform represents a significant 
cost for families.  In line with Government guidelines, it is important that we get the correct 
balance between cost, quality and appearance.  I have set out below an indicative example of 
the cost for the main school uniform.   
 
 

Item 
Compulsory 

/ Optional 
Cost from SWI 

Example cost from 
other retailer 

Black blazer with logo Compulsory £29.75 – £33.95 N/A 

V-Neck Plain Grey Jumper  Optional  £18.95 - £21.90 
From £12 for a pack of 
2  

White collared shirt (long or 
short sleeved) 

Compulsory N/A 
From £9 for a pack of 
2  

Black tailored trousers Compulsory N/A 
From £7 for a pack of 
2 

Black pleated skirt (knee length) Compulsory £TBC 
From £11 for a pack of 
2  

 
I hope that the advance notice of this new requirement will enable you to plan your uniform 
purchases for the new academic year.  Thank you in advance for your co-operation in this 
matter, and for your support for the standards we wish to uphold as a school. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Ms B Honnor 
Headteacher 
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