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TOPIC TITLE TOPIC OVERVIEW KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS ASSESSMENT WIDER LINKS 

YEAR 8 
Module 1 
Where does the universe 
come from? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module: 
This unit is about the 
interaction between science 
and religion and our 
responsibility to the earth. 
Student will explain the 
reasons for diverse forms of 
expression in religious 
teachings, including sacred 
texts, both within and 
between religions. They will 
then analyse and interpret 
the significance of these 
viewpoints.  
Students will explain their 
own philosophical, moral 
and/or religious responses 
to a range of questions 
about the universe. The 
students will then explore 
the views of others. 
Students should analyse the 
reasons why different 
people might hold different 
beliefs about a range of 
ultimate questions, moral 
and ethical issues, within 
religious and non-religious 
communities and give their 
own opinion.  
 

Key Knowledge 
-Where did the universe 
come from? (Big Bang 
Theory) 
-More than ‘just’ a story? 
(Genesis) 
-Adam & Eve 
-Darwin’s theory of 
Evolution 
-Stewardship of the 
world 
-Christianity 
Key Skills 

• Explanation 

• Chronology 

• Description 

• Empathy 

• Comparison 

• Evaluation 

• Prioritisation 

• Justification 

• Recall of 
knowledge 

• PEEL paragraph 

Weekly 
80 Questions for Progression Tests (weekly, 
online homework quiz) 
- 40 of the questions are on the key beliefs 
and practices of all the religions that 
students studied in Y7 (Christianity, 
Judaism, Islam, Sikhism and Hinduism) 
- The other 40 questions cover Modules 1-5 
of their Year 8 study 
- 5 questions will be taken from the quiz to 
test the students on their knowledge in 
class(in the form of a starter or a plenary) 
End of Module 
This assessment is made up of three 
sections: 
1)Recall of key knowledge (these questions 
are based on the entirety of the knowledge 
gained in the module) 
2)Comparison of religious and secular 
beliefs about creation  
3) Essay style question (this encourages 
students to create a balanced argument 
drawing upon what they’ve learned in the 
module. They will be encouraged to refer to 
scripture)  

Literacy – Students will continue 
to build upon the oracy skills 
they learned in Year 7 by taking 
part in class debates. Students 
will then use these skills to 
incorporate into their written 
work. Students will be 
introduced to GCSE style 
questions and given sentence 
starters to help them 
understand how to answer it 
effectively.  
 
Science- Students will be able to 
draw upon their knowledge 
from science lessons about the 
Big Bang theory and evolution- 
this will help them make 
comparisons to Biblical 
interpretations of creation. 
 
Life Skills- Students will be able 
to incorporate the knowledge 
acquired from Life Skills lessons 
through application of British 
Values and tolerance of other 
views (Christianity) 
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YEAR 8 
Module 2 –Moving on up 
or going round in circles? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module: 
This unit is about:  
What are Christian and 
Hindu beliefs about life 
after death.  Students will 
understand key beliefs 
about life after death for 
Christians and Hindus . They 
will understand traditional 
Hindu stages of life and how 
these relate to Dharma and 
the attainment of Moksha. 
Students will explore what 
kind of life in the present 
might be implied by 
different views of death. 
Students will reflect on their 
own changing duties and 
responsibilities in life as 
well as their own 
understanding of what 
happens after death.  
 
 

Key Knowledge 
-Life after death 
-Hindu beliefs about 
reincarnation (samsara) 
-Hindu beliefs about 
moksha (breaking of 
reincarnation) 
-Dharma 
-Karma 
-Heaven and Hell 
(Christianity) 
Key Skills 

• Comparison 

• Chronology 

• Evaluation 

• Prioritisation 

• Explanation 

• PEEL paragraph 
writing 

• Description 

• Recall of 
knowledge 

• Justification 

Weekly 
80 Questions for Progression Tests (weekly, 
online homework quiz) 
- 40 of the questions are on the key beliefs 
and practices of all the religions that 
students studied in Y7 (Christianity, 
Judaism, Islam, Sikhism and Hinduism) 
- The other 40 questions cover Modules 1-5 
of their Year 8 study 
- 5 questions will be taken from the quiz to 
test the students on their knowledge in 
class every week (in the form of a starter or 
a plenary) 
End of Module 
This assessment will take the form of a 
project. Students will be expected to follow 
assessment criteria to produce a project 
that summarises the content learned in 
Module 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Literacy – In this module, students 
will concentrate on improving their 
ability to create effective and 
balanced argument arguments. 
Writing frames will be in place to 
help students become stronger and 
more confident writers. Key 
terminology will be used, 
particularly religious scripture.  
 

Life Skills- Students will be able 
to incorporate the knowledge 
acquired from Life Skills lessons 
through application of British 
Values and tolerance of other 
views (Hinduism) 
 
Art- Students can draw upon 
composition and creative skills 
learned in this subject to help them 
create an assessment project. 
 
History- In Year 7, students will 
have learned about the role of the 
Church in medieval Britain (how 
tithes were used and how the 
Church used the afterlife to control 
the population) 
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YEAR 8 
Module 3 – Jesus- was he 
a troublemaker? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module: 
This unit is about the 
accusations made about 
Jesus and the significance of 
his death for Christians 
today. Students will express 
their own and respond to 
other people’s values and 
commitments in the light of 
their learning. They will 
respond to the views of 
others on a range of 
contemporary moral issues 
giving well-argued reasons 
for supporting one view 
rather than another. 
Students will consider how 
key religious figures are 
regarded as sources of 
authority and inspiration for 
religious communities 
today. 
  
 

Key Knowledge 
-Who was Jesus? 
-Why was Jesus crucified? 
-Jesus’ actions 
-Controversy of Jesus’ 
actions 
-Trial of Jesus 
-Significance of the Jesus’ 
death 
-Christianity 
Key Skills 

• Inference 

• Comparison 

• Chronology 

• Evaluation 

• Prioritisation 

• Explanation 

• PEEL paragraph 
writing 

• Description 

• Recall of 
knowledge 

• Justification 

• Similarities and 
Differences 

Weekly 
80 Questions for Progression Tests (weekly, 
online homework quiz) 
- 40 of the questions are on the key beliefs 
and practices of all the religions that 
students studied in Y7 (Christianity, 
Judaism, Islam, Sikhism and Hinduism) 
- The other 40 questions cover Modules 1-5 
of their Year 8 study 
- 5 questions will be taken from the quiz to 
test the students on their knowledge in 
class(in the form of a starter or a plenary) 
End of Module 
This assessment is made up of three 
sections: 
1)Recall of key knowledge (these questions 
are based on the entirety of the knowledge 
gained in the module) 
2)Significance of Jesus for Christians  
3) Essay style question (this encourages 
students to create a balanced argument 
drawing upon what they’ve learned in the 
module. They will be encouraged to refer to 
scripture) 

Literacy – Students continue to 
build on their ability to create 
effective arguments. Writing 
frames will start to be taken away 
to encourage students to be more 
independent learners. Students will 
read more model answers/ 
paragraphs to view effective ways 
to write essays. Key terminology 
will continue to be used. Students 
will also develop their ability to 
take notes from a documentary as 
this a key skill they will need at 
GCSE level and above 
 
History- Students will have already 
learned about the rise of 
Christianity in year 7 module 4 of 
History. They will have also been 
assessed on the ‘interpretations’ 
skill which makes up a large part of 
this module 
 
Media- Students will study how 
propaganda is used to present 
individuals in a particular way 
 
Life Skills- In this subject, students 
learn about how powerful media 
can be in producing fake news and 
how we should respond to it to 
keep us safe 
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YEAR 8 
Module 4 – Is there power 
in peace? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module: 
This unit is about the impact 
of an influential person’s 
non-violent beliefs. 
Students will consider why 
people view the world in 
different ways and how 
certain inspirational people 
have used their faith to 
promote change peacefully 
in the world. Students will 
study Martin Luther King Jr, 
Gandhi, Romero and Tutu 
and understand how they 
used peaceful resistance as 
a way to implement long 
term change in the world. 
Students will then reflect on 
their own aspirations for 
the future and their vision 
for the world and how they 
could implement this. 
 

Key Knowledge: 
- What are visions? (why do 
people view the world in 
different ways?) 
-The vision and actions of 
Martin Luther King Junior 
-The vision and actions of 
Mahatma Gandhi 
-The vision and actions of 
Desmond Tutu 
-The vision and actions of 
Oscar Romero 
-Why do some people 
refuse to use violence to 
fulfil their vision for life? 
-Christianity 
-Hinduism 
Key Skills: 

• Inference 

• Comparison 

• Chronology 

• Evaluation 

• Prioritisation 

• Explanation 

• PEEL paragraph 
writing 

• Description 

• Recall of 
knowledge 

• Justification 

• Similarities and 
Differences 

Weekly 
80 Questions for Progression Tests (weekly, 
online homework quiz) 
- 40 of the questions are on the key beliefs 
and practices of all the religions that 
students studied in Y7 (Christianity, 
Judaism, Islam, Sikhism and Hinduism) 
- The other 40 questions cover Modules 1-5 
of their Year 8 study 
- 5 questions will be taken from the quiz to 
test the students on their knowledge in 
class every week (in the form of a starter or 
a plenary) 
End of Module 
This assessment will take the form of a 
project. Students will follow assessment 
criteria to produce a project on one of the 
individuals in the module and summarise 
their vision and actions.  

Literacy – Students continue to 
build on their ability to create 
effective arguments. Writing 
frames will be taken so students 
become more confident creating 
their own arguments. In order to 
develop their ability to write well, 
students will watch TED talks to 
identify different parts of the 
argument. Students will 
incorporate these critical thinking 
skills into their own work. Key 
terminology will continue to be 
used.  
 
Life Skills- In this subject, students 
learn about respecting one 
another. Students will study 
conflicts that have started because 
of a lack of respect and 
discrimination.  
 
Media- Students will study how 
propaganda is used to justify 
conflict 
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YEAR 8 
Module 5 – How do we 
know what is right or 
wrong? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module: 
This unit is about what 
influences people about 
what is right or wrong. 
Students will compare and 
contrast the similarities and 
differences between 
Muslim, Christian and their 
own decision making. They 
will ask questions about 
matters of right and wrong 
and suggest answers, which 
show understanding of 
moral and religious 
teachings. They will think 
about and reflect on the 
way in which belonging to a 
religion affects a believer’s 
lifestyle. Students will 
explore the various ways 
people express their 
religious beliefs, both 
cultural and personal. This 
will lead them to explore 
and acknowledge the basis 
of their own beliefs and 
values.   
 

Key Knowledge: 
-Ethics of what is right 
and what is wrong 
-What influences our 
decision making 
-Observation of Shari’ah 
within Muslim 
communities 
-Christian and Muslim 
codes of conduct 
-Personal code of 
conduct 
-Christianity 
-Islam 
Key Skills: 

• Inference 

• Comparison 

• Chronology 

• Evaluation 

• Prioritisation 

• Explanation 

• PEEL paragraph 
writing 

• Description 

• Recall of 
knowledge 

• Justification 
• Similarities and 

Differences 

Weekly 
80 Questions for Progression Tests (weekly, 
online homework quiz) 
- 40 of the questions are on the key beliefs 
and practices of all the religions that 
students studied in Y7 (Christianity, 
Judaism, Islam, Sikhism and Hinduism) 
- The other 40 questions cover Modules 1-5 
of their Year 8 study 
- 5 questions will be taken from the quiz to 
test the students on their knowledge in 
class(in the form of a starter or a plenary) 
End of Module 
This assessment is made up of three 
sections: 
1)Recall of key knowledge (these questions 
are based on the entirety of the knowledge 
gained in the module) 
2)Explanation of two beliefs about morality  
3) Essay style question (this encourages 
students to create a balanced argument 
drawing upon what they’ve learned in the 
module. They will be encouraged to refer to 
scripture) 

Literacy – Students will 
concentrate on building their 
oracy skills this module. They 
will take inspiration from 
speakers on TED talks as well as 
other performers to think about 
how they will construct their 
presentation. This will build 
their confidence and help them 
consider the ways their body 
language and speech can convey 
messages. Key terminology will 
continue to be used 
 
Drama- Students will develop 
public speaking and the way 
they ‘perform’ speeches to their 
peers 
 
Life Skills- Students will be able 
to incorporate the knowledge 
acquired from Life Skills lessons 
into RS ones because they will 
have discussed similar concepts 
and justice systems 
 


