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TOPIC TITLE TOPIC OVERVIEW KNOWLEDGE AND 
SKILLS 

ASSESSMENT WIDER LINKS 

YEAR 13 
Module 1 
Religious Language 
& Christianity and Science 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

In this module: 
Students will learn about the 
issue of whether language 
should be viewed cognitively 
or non-cognitively. The 
challenges of the verification 
and falsification principles to 
the meaningfulness of 
religious language. Students 
will respond to challenges like: 
eschatological verification with 
reference to Hick, language as 
an expression of a Blik with 
reference to R.M.Hare. 
Furthermore students will 
learn consider religious 
language as a language game 
with reference to 
Wittgenstein. Finally students 
will consider the symbolic 
nature of religious language. 
Students will also study 
Christianity and Science as part 
of their homework project (in 
the form of a booklet). They 
will consider how and why 
science has influenced 
Christianity and how 
Christianity has responded, 
with particular reference to 
emphasis on evidence and 
reason in science.   

 

Key Knowledge 
-Challenge from the 
Verification Principle 
-Challenge of the 
Falsification Principle 
-Hare’s theory of bliks 
-Wittgenstein 
-Religious language 
-Symbolic language 
-Evidence and reason 
in science 
-Christian responses to 
Deism and 
Existentialism 
-Darwin & evolution 
-Big Bang Theory 
-Quantum Theory 
-Scientific Christians 
Key Skills 

• Explanation 

• Description 

• Empathy 

• Comparison 

• Evaluation 

• Prioritisation 

• Justification 

• Recall of 
knowledge 

• Analysis 

Weekly 
Online Quizzes (of Y12 knowledge) 
-These will take place weekly in class 
-Students are given a set amount of questions and answers for every 
topic learned at AS level.  
-They use these questions and answers to revise the core knowledge in 
each topic ready to take a weekly online quiz on it. 
-Then students will be given a 10 (in-class) test once a week in the form of 
a starter activity to check their knowledge. 
Fortnightly 
Essay Practice 
-Every other week, students will be expected to complete an essay 
question in their assessment book. 
-These are marked by the student’s teacher and returned with feedback 
for students to CTG 
Revision Task 
-Every other week, students are expected to condense a topic into a 
presentation or revision resource to demonstrate understanding of the 
topic 
-This will be peer assessed using specific criteria- this would be a powerful 
way for students to reflect on their own understanding of the topic 
Monthly 
Assessment Hour 
-Once a fortnight, students are expected to complete an unseen, timed 
essay in exam conditions 
-This is then peer assessed during lesson time to enhance the student’s 
understanding of the mark scheme. 
Start of the term 
Mock of Paper 1 (Baseline Test) 
-At the beginning of the year students will complete a full Paper 1 mock 
as a way to judge their starting point and set long term targets in relation 
to revision 

Literacy – This module 
will introduce students 
to the 25 mark 
question on the paper 
which concentrates on 
explanation of key 
theories. Students will 
learn the basics of 
critical thinking by 
watching TED Talks and 
listening to university 
lectures to develop 
their own writing style. 
They will also be shown 
model answers to 
enhance their own 
writing 
 
Life Skills- Students will 
be able to incorporate 
the knowledge 
acquired from Life 
Skills lessons at KS4 
and also from AS to 
help them access 
philosophical ideas 
 
Science- Students will 
build upon previous 
knowledge from KS3 & 
KS4 about evolution 
and the Big Bang 
Theory 



YEAR 13 PHILOSOPHY CURRICULUM 2021/2  

YEAR 13 
Module 2 –Miracles & 
Christianity, migration 
and religious pluralism 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module: 
Students will learn about 
the different 
understandings of 
‘miracles’. Students will 
study the realist and anti-
realist views. Students 
will consider the violation 
of natural law or natural 
event. Students will also 
compare the key ideas of 
David Hume and Maurice 
Wiles on miracles.  
Students will also study 
Christianity, migration and 
religious pluralism as part of 
their homework project 
(form of a booklet). For this, 
students will consider how 
migration has created 
multicultural societies 
which include Christianity, 
with particular reference to 
the diversity of faiths in 
Britain today. Students will 
also learn about the 
freedom of religion as a 
human right in European 
law and religious pluralism 
as a feature of modern 
secular states. 

Key Knowledge 
-Realist views of 
miracles 
-Anti-realist views of 
miracles 
-David Hume 
-Maurice Wiles 
-The relative and the 
absolute 
-Diversity of faiths 
-Freedom of religion 
as a human right in 
European law 
-Religious pluralism 
- Exclusivism 
-Inclusivism 
-Christian 
denominations 
-John Hick 
 
Key Skills 

• Explanation 

• Description 

• Empathy 

• Comparison 

• Evaluation 

• Prioritisation 

• Justification 

• Recall of 
knowledge 

• Analysis 

Weekly 
Online Quizzes (of Y12 knowledge) 
-These will take place weekly in class 
-Students are given a set amount of questions and answers for every 
topic learned at AS level.  
-They use these questions and answers to revise the core knowledge in 
each topic ready to take a weekly online quiz on it. 
-Then students will be given a 10 (in-class) test once a week in the form of 
a starter activity to check their knowledge. 
Fortnightly 
Essay Practice 
-Every other week, students will be expected to complete an essay 
question in their assessment book. 
-These are marked by the student’s teacher and returned with feedback 
for students to CTG 
Revision Task 
-Every other week, students are expected to condense a topic into a 
presentation or revision resource to demonstrate understanding of the 
topic 
-This will be peer assessed using specific criteria- this would be a powerful 
way for students to reflect on their own understanding of the topic 
Monthly 
Assessment Hour 
-Once a fortnight, students are expected to complete an unseen, timed 
essay in exam conditions 
-This is then peer assessed during lesson time to enhance the student’s 
understanding of the mark scheme. 

 

Literacy – Students 
continue to build on 
their ability to create 
effective arguments. In 
order to develop their 
ability to write well, 
students will watch 
TED talks to identify 
different parts of the 
argument. They will 
also analyse model 
answers to improve 
their own written skills. 
Students will 
incorporate these 
critical thinking skills 
into their own work. 
Key terminology will 
continue to be used.  

 
Geography- Students 
will consider the 
geographical 
locations of certain 
denominations and 
how migration has 
changed this. 
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YEAR 13 
Module 3 – 
Self, death and afterlife  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module: 
Students will study the 
nature and existence of 
the soul. They will study 
Descartes’ argument for 
the existence of the soul 
and then consider the 
body/soul relationship. 
Finally, students will 
consider the possibility of 
continuing personal 
existence after death.   
 

Key Knowledge 
-Descartes’ 
Interactionism 
- Physicalism 
- Dual-aspect Monism 
-Personal existence 
after death 
- Personal identity 
-Existence after death 
of a conscious self 
-Reincarnation of the 
soul 
-Parfit’s Bundle theory 
-Objective immortality 
Key Skills 

• Explanation 

• Description 

• Comparison 

• Evaluation 

• Prioritisation 

• Justification 

• Recall of 
knowledge 

• Analysis 

Weekly 
Online Quizzes (of Y12 knowledge) 
-These will take place weekly in class 
-Students are given a set amount of questions and answers for every 
topic learned at AS level.  
-They use these questions and answers to revise the core knowledge in 
each topic ready to take a weekly online quiz on it. 
-Then students will be given a 10 (in-class) test once a week in the form of 
a starter activity to check their knowledge. 
Fortnightly 
Essay Practice 
-Every other week, students will be expected to complete an essay 
question in their assessment book. 
-These are marked by the student’s teacher and returned with feedback 
for students to CTG 
Revision Task 
-Every other week, students are expected to condense a topic into a 
presentation or revision resource to demonstrate understanding of the 
topic 
-This will be peer assessed using specific criteria- this would be a powerful 
way for students to reflect on their own understanding of the topic 
Monthly 
Assessment Hour 
-Once a fortnight, students are expected to complete an unseen, timed 
essay in exam conditions 
-This is then peer assessed during lesson time to enhance the student’s 
understanding of the mark scheme. 
Mock of Paper 1 and Paper 2 
-Students will complete a full Paper 1 and 2 mock as the will have finished 
all the content for the course. This will help guide revision for Module 4 

Literacy – Students 
continue to build on 
their ability to create 
effective arguments. In 
order to develop their 
ability to write well, 
students will watch 
TED talks to identify 
different parts of the 
argument. They will 
also analyse model 
answers to improve 
their own written skills. 
Students will 
incorporate these 
critical thinking skills 
into their own work. 
Key terminology will 
continue to be used. 
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YEAR 13 
Module 4 – Revision 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module: 
Students will spend this 
module revising the content 
from Y12 (Arguments of the 
existence of God, Evil and 
suffering and religious 
experience). Students will 
also revise the dialogue 
between Christianity and 
Philosophy. Furthermore, 
students will use this 
module to attend 
intervention sessions 
specifically aimed at skills 
practice to enhance their 
ability to answer exam 
questions under timed 
conditions. 
 
 

Key Knowledge: 
-Arguments of the 
existence of God 
-Evil and suffering) 
-Religious experience 
-Knowledge from Y13 
(Modules 1-3) 
-Christianity beliefs 
and practices (Y12 and 
Y13) 
Key Skills: 

• Explanation 

• Description 

• Empathy 

• Comparison 

• Evaluation 

• Prioritisation 

• Justification 

• Recall of 
knowledge 

• Analysis 

Weekly 
Online Quizzes (of Y12 knowledge) 
-These will take place weekly in class 
-Students are given a set amount of questions and answers for every 
topic learned at AS level.  
-They use these questions and answers to revise the core knowledge in 
each topic ready to take a weekly online quiz on it. 
-Then students will be given a 10 (in-class) test once a week in the form of 
a starter activity to check their knowledge. 
Fortnightly 
Essay Practice 
-Every other week, students will be expected to complete an essay 
question in their assessment book. 
-These are marked by the student’s teacher and returned with feedback 
for students to CTG 
Revision Task 
-Every other week, students are expected to condense a topic into a 
presentation or revision resource to demonstrate understanding of the 
topic 
-This will be peer assessed using specific criteria- this would be a powerful 
way for students to reflect on their own understanding of the topic 
Monthly 
Assessment Hour 
-Once a fortnight, students are expected to complete an unseen, timed 
essay in exam conditions 
-This is then peer assessed during lesson time to enhance the student’s 
understanding of the mark scheme. 
Mock of Paper 1 and Paper 2 
-Students will complete a full Paper 1 and 2 mock as the will have finished 
all the content for the course. This will help guide revision for Module 4 

Literacy – Students 
continue to build on 
their ability to create 
effective arguments. In 
order to develop their 
ability to write well, 
students will watch 
TED talks to identify 
different parts of the 
argument. Students 
will incorporate these 
critical thinking skills 
into their own work. 
Key terminology will 
continue to be used.  
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YEAR 13 
Module 5- N/A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module: 
N/A 

Key Knowledge: 
N/A 

Weekly 
N/A 

N/A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


