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TOPIC TITLE TOPIC OVERVIEW KNOWLEDGE AND 
SKILLS 

ASSESSMENT WIDER LINKS 

YEAR 13 
Module 1 
Meta-Ethics  
& Bentham and Kant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

In this module: 
Students will be introduced 
to meta-ethics including 
topics like Divine Command 
Theory- right is what God 
commands, wrong is what 
God forbids. Students will 
learn about Naturalism and 
specifically Utilitarianism- 
right is what causes 
pleasure, wrong is what 
causes pain. Students will 
study Non-naturalism and 
specifically Intuitionism 
(moral values are self-
evident). Students will 
analyse the strengths and 
weaknesses of these ideas. 
Students will also study 
Bentham and Kant as part 
of their homework project 
(in the form of a booklet). 
For this, students will carry 
out a comparison of their 
key ideas about moral 
decision-making. Finally 
students will consider how 
far these two ethical 
theories are consistent with 
religious moral decision 
making 

Key Knowledge 
-Meta-Ethics 
-Descriptive Ethics 
-Normative Ethics 
-Applied Ethics 
-Divine Command 
Theory 
-Naturalism and 
Utilitarianism 
-Non-naturalism and 
Intuitionism 
-Bentham’s Act of 
Utilitarianism 
-Kant’s Categorical 
Imperative 
-Evaluating the two 
theories 
Key Skills 

• Explanation 

• Description 

• Empathy 

• Comparison 

• Evaluation 

• Prioritisation 

• Justification 

• Recall of 
knowledge 

• Analysis 

Weekly 
Online Quizzes (of Y12 knowledge) 
-These will take place weekly in class 
-Students are given a set amount of questions and answers for every 
topic learned at AS level.  
-They use these questions and answers to revise the core knowledge in 
each topic ready to take a weekly online quiz on it. 
-Then students will be given a 10 (in-class) test once a week in the form of 
a starter activity to check their knowledge. 
Fortnightly 
Essay Practice 
-Every other week, students will be expected to complete an essay 
question in their assessment book. 
-These are marked by the student’s teacher and returned with feedback 
for students to CTG 
Revision Task 
-Every other week, students are expected to condense a topic into a 
presentation or revision resource to demonstrate understanding of the 
topic 
-This will be peer assessed using specific criteria- this would be a powerful 
way for students to reflect on their own understanding of the topic 
Monthly 
Assessment Hour 
-Once a fortnight, students are expected to complete an unseen, timed 
essay in exam conditions 
-This is then peer assessed during lesson time to enhance the student’s 
understanding of the mark scheme. 
Start of the term 
Mock of Paper 1 (Baseline Test) 
-At the beginning of the year students will complete a full Paper 1 mock 
as a way to judge their starting point and set long term targets in relation 
to revision 

Literacy – This module 
will introduce students 
to the 25 mark 
question on the paper 
which concentrates on 
explanation of key 
theories. Students will 
learn the basics of 
critical thinking by 
watching TED Talks and 
listening to university 
lectures to develop 
their own writing style. 
They will also be shown 
model answers to 
enhance their own 
writing 
 
Life Skills- Students will 
be able to incorporate 
the knowledge 
acquired from Life 
Skills lessons at KS4 
and also from AS to 
help them access 
ethical dilemmas and 
controversies in 
current society 
 
History- Students are 
introduced to key 
historical figures/ 
philosophers 
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YEAR 13 
Module 2 –Free will and 
moral responsibility & 
Christianity, gender and 
sexuality 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module: 
Students will learn about 
the conditions of moral 
responsibility: free will: 
understanding the 
difference between right 
and wrong. Students will 
analyse the extent of 
moral responsibility: 
libertarianism, hard 
determinism and 
compatibilism. Finally, 
students will assess the 
relevance of moral 
responsibility to reward 
and punishment. Students 
will also study Christianity, 
gender and sexuality as part 
of their homework project 
(form of a booklet). For this, 
students will consider the 
historical and social factors 
that have influenced 
developments in Christians 
thinking about roles of men 
and women, sexuality and 
rights of women in secular 
vocations. 

Key Knowledge 
-Free Will 
-Libertarianism, 
-Hard Determinism 
-Compatibilism 
-Moral responsibility 
theory for reward and 
punishment 
-Women in the Church 
-Status of women over 
time 
-Women as bishops 
today 
-Feminist Theology 
-Christianity & 
Celibacy 
- Christianity & 
Marriage 
-Christianity, 
Homosexuality and 
Transgender issues 
 
Key Skills 

• Explanation 

• Description 

• Empathy 

• Comparison 

• Evaluation 

• Prioritisation 

• Justification 

• Recall of 
knowledge 

• Analysis 

Weekly 
Online Quizzes (of Y12 knowledge) 
-These will take place weekly in class 
-Students are given a set amount of questions and answers for every 
topic learned at AS level.  
-They use these questions and answers to revise the core knowledge in 
each topic ready to take a weekly online quiz on it. 
-Then students will be given a 10 (in-class) test once a week in the form of 
a starter activity to check their knowledge. 
Fortnightly 
Essay Practice 
-Every other week, students will be expected to complete an essay 
question in their assessment book. 
-These are marked by the student’s teacher and returned with feedback 
for students to CTG 
Revision Task 
-Every other week, students are expected to condense a topic into a 
presentation or revision resource to demonstrate understanding of the 
topic 
-This will be peer assessed using specific criteria- this would be a powerful 
way for students to reflect on their own understanding of the topic 
Monthly 
Assessment Hour 
-Once a fortnight, students are expected to complete an unseen, timed 
essay in exam conditions 
-This is then peer assessed during lesson time to enhance the student’s 
understanding of the mark scheme. 

 

Literacy – Students 
continue to build on 
their ability to create 
effective arguments. In 
order to develop their 
ability to write well, 
students will watch 
TED talks to identify 
different parts of the 
argument. They will 
also analyse model 
answers to improve 
their own written skills. 
Students will 
incorporate these 
critical thinking skills 
into their own work. 
Key terminology will 
continue to be used.  

 
Media- Students will 
consider the ways 
that women are 
shown in films and 
TV 
 
Sociology- Students 
will study the role of 
sexuality and 
feminism with 
traditional family 
roles 
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YEAR 13 
Module 3 – 
Conscience & Christianity, 
and the challenge of 
secularisation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module: 
Students will study 
differing ideas, religious 
and non-religious, about 
the nature of conscience. 
The role of conscience in 
making moral decisions 
with reference to: telling 
lies and breaking 
promises, adultery and 
the value of conscience 
as a moral guide.  
Students will also study the 
influence of secularisation 
on religion. This topic 
considers secularisation in 
relation to Britain. Students 
will consider the challenge 
of secularisation including 
the replacement of religion 
as the source of truth and 
moral values. They will 
consider the relegation of 
religion as the source of 
truth and moral values. 
Students will also learn 
about the rise of militant 
atheism and the view that 
religion is irrational. 

Key Knowledge 
-Conscience: Lawrence 
Kohlberg 
-Conscience: Sigmund 
Freud  
-Conscience: Emile 
Durkheim 
-Conscience: Erich 
Fromm 
-Conscience: Augustine 
and Schleiermacher 
-The use of conscience 
-Replacement of religion 
as a source of truth and 
moral values 
-Relegation of religion to 
the personal sphere 
(individualism) 
-Rise of militant atheism 
-View that religion is 
irrational 
-Responses to 
materialistic secular 
values 
-Different views of 
secularism 
Key Skills 

• Explanation 

• Description 

• Comparison 

• Evaluation 

• Prioritisation 

• Justification 

• Recall of 
knowledge 

• Analysis 

Weekly 
Online Quizzes (of Y12 knowledge) 
-These will take place weekly in class 
-Students are given a set amount of questions and answers for every 
topic learned at AS level.  
-They use these questions and answers to revise the core knowledge in 
each topic ready to take a weekly online quiz on it. 
-Then students will be given a 10 (in-class) test once a week in the form of 
a starter activity to check their knowledge. 
Fortnightly 
Essay Practice 
-Every other week, students will be expected to complete an essay 
question in their assessment book. 
-These are marked by the student’s teacher and returned with feedback 
for students to CTG 
Revision Task 
-Every other week, students are expected to condense a topic into a 
presentation or revision resource to demonstrate understanding of the 
topic 
-This will be peer assessed using specific criteria- this would be a powerful 
way for students to reflect on their own understanding of the topic 
Monthly 
Assessment Hour 
-Once a fortnight, students are expected to complete an unseen, timed 
essay in exam conditions 
-This is then peer assessed during lesson time to enhance the student’s 
understanding of the mark scheme. 
Mock of Paper 1 and Paper 2 
-Students will complete a full Paper 1 and 2 mock as the will have finished 
all the content for the course. This will help guide revision for Module 4 

Literacy – Students 
continue to build on 
their ability to create 
effective arguments. In 
order to develop their 
ability to write well, 
students will watch 
TED talks to identify 
different parts of the 
argument. They will 
also analyse model 
answers to improve 
their own written skills. 
Students will 
incorporate these 
critical thinking skills 
into their own work. 
Key terminology will 
continue to be used. 
 
Psychology- Key 
individuals, like Freud, 
will be discussed in 
relation to 
psychological theories  
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YEAR 13 
Module 4 – Revision 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module: 
Students will spend this 
module revising the content 
from Y12 (Normative Ethical 
Theories and application to 
human and non-human 
ethical issues) Students will 
also revise the dialogue 
between Christianity and 
Ethics. Furthermore, 
students will use this 
module to attend 
intervention sessions 
specifically aimed at skills 
practice to enhance their 
ability to answer exam 
questions under timed 
conditions. 
 
 

Key Knowledge: 
-Normative Ethical 
Theories (Natural 
Moral Law, Situation 
Ethics, Virtue Ethics) 
-Application of 
Normative Ethical 
Theories to human 
ethical issues (e.g 
abortion) 
-Application of 
Normative Ethical 
issues to non-human 
ethical issues (e.g 
animal 
experimentation) 
-Knowledge from Y13 
(Modules 1-3) 
-Christianity beliefs 
and practices (Y12 and 
Y13) 
Key Skills: 

• Explanation 

• Description 

• Empathy 

• Comparison 

• Evaluation 

• Prioritisation 

• Justification 

• Recall of 
knowledge 

• Analysis 

Weekly 
Online Quizzes (of Y12 knowledge) 
-These will take place weekly in class 
-Students are given a set amount of questions and answers for every 
topic learned at AS level.  
-They use these questions and answers to revise the core knowledge in 
each topic ready to take a weekly online quiz on it. 
-Then students will be given a 10 (in-class) test once a week in the form of 
a starter activity to check their knowledge. 
Fortnightly 
Essay Practice 
-Every other week, students will be expected to complete an essay 
question in their assessment book. 
-These are marked by the student’s teacher and returned with feedback 
for students to CTG 
Revision Task 
-Every other week, students are expected to condense a topic into a 
presentation or revision resource to demonstrate understanding of the 
topic 
-This will be peer assessed using specific criteria- this would be a powerful 
way for students to reflect on their own understanding of the topic 
Monthly 
Assessment Hour 
-Once a fortnight, students are expected to complete an unseen, timed 
essay in exam conditions 
-This is then peer assessed during lesson time to enhance the student’s 
understanding of the mark scheme. 
Mock of Paper 1 and Paper 2 
-Students will complete a full Paper 1 and 2 mock as the will have finished 
all the content for the course. This will help guide revision for Module 4 

Literacy – Students 
continue to build on 
their ability to create 
effective arguments. In 
order to develop their 
ability to write well, 
students will watch 
TED talks to identify 
different parts of the 
argument. Students 
will incorporate these 
critical thinking skills 
into their own work. 
Key terminology will 
continue to be used.  
 
Life Skills- In this 
subject, students will 
have already discussed 
controversies 
surrounding the 
sanctity of life (KS3/ 
KS4) 
 
Science- Students will 
be discussing the 
medical ethics 
particularly those 
associated with 
abortion and 
euthanasia 
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YEAR 13 
Module 5- N/A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module: 
N/A 

Key Knowledge: 
N/A 

Weekly 
N/A 

N/A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


