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TOPIC TITLE TOPIC OVERVIEW KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS ASSESSMENT WIDER LINKS 

YEAR 10 
Module 1 
Theme E- What are the 
ethics surrounding 
religion, human rights 
and social justice? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module: 
In this theme students will 
learn about what human 
rights are, why we should 
have them and how 
religious people may view 
them. From this comes the 
issue prejudice- what it is 
and why it may happen; 
religious attitudes to 
prejudice and 
discrimination, both 
generally and in specific 
situations. Finally, students 
will study poverty, both in 
the UK and across the 
world; why there is poverty; 
exploitation of the poor; 
religious attitudes to 
poverty and to helping 
those in poverty, These 
themes can be viewed 
through the idea of human 
rights and social justice- 
that society should be a fair 
place, and those who are 
victims must be helped and 
protected 

Key Knowledge: 
-Social Justice 
-What do we mean by 
Human Rights? 
-The UN Declaration of 
Human Rights 
-Tolerance of religious 
expression 
-Prejudice (sexism, 
racism, gender) 
-Wealth 
-Poverty 
Key Skills: 

• Inference 

• Comparison 

• Chronology 

• Evaluation 

• Prioritisation 

• Explanation 

• PEEL paragraph 
writing 

• Description 

• Recall of 
knowledge 

• Justification 
• Similarities and 

Differences 

Weekly 
Checkpoints 
- Students will be required to answer questions 
that test knowledge from Y9 (to ensure 
knowledge is not lost) 
Quiz 
- 40 Questions for Progression Tests (weekly, 
online homework quiz) 
- 40 cover knowledge from Module 1  
- 5 questions will be taken from the quiz to test 
the students on their knowledge in class(in the 
form of a starter or a plenary) 
Interim 
-Four weeks into the module students will be 
given an exam style question as part of the 
EBW. This will be marked and feedback will be 
provided- this checks progress of students. 
End of Module 
This assessment is made up of a past paper to 
test students’ overall knowledge of the theme 
and also their ability to work under timed 
conditions 

Literacy – Students will 
concentrate on building their 
oracy skills this module. They 
will take inspiration from 
speakers on TED talks as well as 
other performers to think about 
how they will construct their 
presentation. This will build 
their confidence and help them 
consider the ways their body 
language and speech can convey 
messages. Key terminology will 
continue to be used 
 
Drama- Students will develop 
public speaking and the way 
they ‘perform’ speeches to their 
peers 
 
Life Skills- Students look at 
similar themes in relation to 
human rights. They can 
incorporate any examples 
they’ve acquired from this 
subject into longer written 
essays 
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YEAR 10 
Module 2- 
What are the key beliefs 
in Buddhism? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module: 
In this unit students will 
be introduced to the core 
beliefs in Buddhism. 
Students will learn about 
the enlightenment of 
Prince Siddhartha. 
Students will study the 
Buddhist doctrine on 
happiness and consider 
the ways these 
ideas/values can be 
applied to their own lives. 
They will also learn about 
the concept of dharma 
and the four noble truths. 
Students will then be able 
to analyse their 
significance in guiding 
Buddhists’ morality. 

Key Knowledge 
-The concept of Dharma 
-The concept of dependent 
arising (paticcasamupada). 
-The Three Marks of 
Existence 
 -The human personality, in 
the Theravada and 
Mahayana traditions  
-Mahayana: sunyata, the 
possibility of attaining 
Buddhahood and Buddha-
nature.  
-Human destiny 
- Buddhahood and the Pure 
- The Buddha’s life and its 
significance 
-The Four Noble Truths 

 Key Skills 

• Comparison 

• Chronology 

• Evaluation 

• Prioritisation 

• Explanation 

• PEEL paragraph 
writing 

• Description 

• Recall of 
knowledge 

• Justification 

Weekly 
Checkpoints 
- Students will be required to answer questions 
that test knowledge from Y9 (to ensure 
knowledge is not lost) 
Quiz 
- 40 Questions for Progression Tests (weekly, 
online homework quiz) 
- 40 cover knowledge from Module 2  
- 5 questions will be taken from the quiz to test 
the students on their knowledge in class(in the 
form of a starter or a plenary) 
Interim 
-Four weeks into the module students will be 
given an exam style question as part of the 
EBW. This will be marked and feedback will be 
provided- this checks progress of students. 
End of Module 
This assessment is made up of a past paper to 
test students’ overall knowledge of the theme 
and also their ability to work under timed 
conditions 

Literacy – Students will 
concentrate on building their 
oracy skills this module. They 
will take inspiration from 
speakers on TED talks as well as 
other performers to think about 
how they will construct their 
presentation. This will build 
their confidence and help them 
consider the ways their body 
language and speech can convey 
messages. Key terminology will 
continue to be used 
 
Drama- Students will develop 
public speaking and the way 
they ‘perform’ speeches to their 
peers 
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YEAR 10 
Module 3 – What are the 
key beliefs in Christianity? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module: 
In this unit students will 
learn about the core 
beliefs in Christianity. 
They will explore the 
origins of the religion 
(from Judaism) and 
consider the various 
denominations within it. 
Students will learn about 
the various 
interpretations of God 
and the significance of 
the trinity. They will learn 
about the creation of life 
and how different 
Christians have 
interpreted Genesis. 
Students will also 
discover what Christians 
believe about the afterlife 
and their interpretation 
of resurrection. Finally 
students will also 
consider the role that 
Jesus played and how his 
crucifixion continues to 
inspire people. 

Key Knowledge 
-Nature of God 
- Problem of evil and 
suffering 
-The Trinity 
- Creation 
- Genesis 
-Judgement 
- Heaven and Hell 
-The Bible 
- The crucifixion 
-Sin 
-Salvation 
 
Key Skills 

• Inference 

• Comparison 

• Chronology 

• Evaluation 

• Prioritisation 

• Explanation 

• PEEL paragraph 
writing 

• Description 

• Recall of 
knowledge 

• Justification 

• Similarities and 
Differences 

Weekly 
Checkpoints 
- Students will be required to answer questions 
that test knowledge from Y9 (to ensure 
knowledge is not lost) 
Quiz 
- 40 Questions for Progression Tests (weekly, 
online homework quiz) 
- 40 cover knowledge from Module 3  
- 5 questions will be taken from the quiz to test 
the students on their knowledge in class(in the 
form of a starter or a plenary) 
Interim 
-Four weeks into the module students will be 
given an exam style question as part of the 
EBW. This will be marked and feedback will be 
provided- this checks progress of students. 
End of Module 
This assessment is made up of a past paper to 
test students’ overall knowledge of the theme 
and also their ability to work under timed 
conditions 

Literacy – Students continue to build 
on their ability to create effective 
arguments. Writing frames will start to 
be taken away to encourage students 
to be more independent learners. 
Students will read more model 
answers/ paragraphs to view effective 
ways to write essays. Key terminology 
will continue to be used. Students will 
also develop their ability to take notes 
from a documentary as this a key skill 
they will need during this course 
 
Numeracy – Students will be learning 
about the various denominations in 
Christianity and asked to convert these 
into fractions and percentages. 
Students will also be looking at the 
origins of Christianity so will need to 
have an understanding of BC and AD 
 
History-There are numerous links 
between RS and History. The main link 
is to Module 4 in History where 
students look at the power struggle 
between the Crown and Cross. They 
learn about crusades and the 
knowledge they gain from this first 
module in RS will help students 
understand historical terminology and 
events. 
 
Life Skills- Students are taught about 
tolerance of others in these lessons. 
This theme overlaps both subjects 
consistently 
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YEAR 10 
Module 4 – What are the 
key practices in Buddhism? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module: 

In this unit, students are 
introduced to the main 
Buddhist practices- this is 
how they show their 
dedication to their faith. 
Sutdents will learn about 
the various ways 
Buddhists show devotion 
to Buddha through 
ceremonies, festivals, 
different types of 
meditation and retreats. 
Students will also learn 
about some of the key 
rituals- a visual way for 
Buddhists to demonstrate 
their beliefs. 

Key Knowledge: 
-The nature, use and 
importance of Buddhist places 
of worship including temples, 
shrines, monasteries 
(viharas), halls for meditation 
or learning (gompas) and their 
key features including Buddha 
rupa, artefacts and offerings.  
-Puja 
-Meditation, the different 
aims, significance and 
methods of meditation:  
-Samatha (concentration and 
tranquillity) including 
mindfulness of breathing  
-Vipassana (insight) including 
zazen  
- The visualisation of Buddhas 
and Bodhisattvas. 
-Wesak  
- Parinirvana Day 
Key Skills: 

• Inference 

• Comparison 

• Chronology 

• Evaluation 

• Prioritisation 

• Explanation 

• Description 

• Recall of knowledge 

• Justification 

• Similarities and 
Differences 

Weekly 
Checkpoints 
- Students will be required to answer questions 
that test knowledge from Y9 (to ensure 
knowledge is not lost) 
Quiz 
- 40 Questions for Progression Tests (weekly, 
online homework quiz) 
- 40 cover knowledge from Module 4  
- 5 questions will be taken from the quiz to test 
the students on their knowledge in class(in the 
form of a starter or a plenary) 
Interim 
-Four weeks into the module students will be 
given an exam style question as part of the 
EBW. This will be marked and feedback will be 
provided- this checks progress of students. 
End of Module 
This assessment is made up of a past paper to 
test students’ overall knowledge of the theme 
and also their ability to work under timed 
conditions 

Literacy – Students will 
concentrate on building their 
oracy skills this module. They 
will take inspiration from 
speakers on TED talks as well as 
other performers to think about 
how they will construct their 
presentation. This will build 
their confidence and help them 
consider the ways their body 
language and speech can convey 
messages. Key terminology will 
continue to be used 
 
Drama- Students will develop 
public speaking and the way 
they ‘perform’ speeches to their 
peers 
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YEAR 10 
Module 5 – What are the 
key practices in 
Christianity? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this module: 
In this unit, students will 
learn about the different 
Christian practices- the 
ways that Christians show 
their dedication to their 
faith. Students will learn 
about the different types 
of worship Christians can 
do and the difference 
between private worship 
and prayer. They will also 
learn the significance of 
the Lord’s Prayer as well 
the significance of the 
sacraments. Students will 
learn about the sanctity 
of Baptism and the 
difference between a 
Believers’ and Infant 
Baptism. Students will 
learn about the 
importance of Easter and 
Christmas as well. Finally 
students will learn about 
the importance of 
Christian Aid groups like 
the Catholic Agency for 
Overseas Development 

Key Knowledge: 
-Types of worship 
-Prayer 
- The Lord’s Prayer 
- The sacraments 
- Baptism (believers and 
infant) 
-Mass 
-The Eucharist 
-Pilgrimage 
-Christmas 
-Easter 
-Food banks 
-Evangelism 
-Poverty 
-Christian Charity Work 
Key Skills: 

• Inference 

• Comparison 

• Chronology 

• Evaluation 

• Prioritisation 

• Explanation 

• PEEL paragraph 
writing 

• Description 

• Recall of 
knowledge 

• Justification 

• Similarities and 
Differences 

Weekly 
Checkpoints 
- Students will be required to answer questions 
that test knowledge from Y9 (to ensure 
knowledge is not lost) 
Quiz 
- 40 Questions for Progression Tests (weekly, 
online homework quiz) 
- 40 cover knowledge from Module 5  
- 5 questions will be taken from the quiz to test 
the students on their knowledge in class(in the 
form of a starter or a plenary) 
Interim 
-Four weeks into the module students will be 
given an exam style question as part of the 
EBW. This will be marked and feedback will be 
provided- this checks progress of students. 
End of Module 
This assessment is made up of a past paper to 
test students’ overall knowledge of the theme 
and also their ability to work under timed 
conditions 

Literacy – Students continue to 
build on their ability to create 
effective arguments. Writing 
frames will start to be taken away 
to encourage students to be more 
independent learners. Students will 
read more model answers/ 
paragraphs to view effective ways 
to write essays. Key terminology 
will continue to be used. Students 
will also develop their ability to 
take notes from a documentary as 
this a key skill they will need at 
GCSE level and above 
 
History- Students will have already 
learned about practices like 
Baptism and Churches 
 
 
Life Skills- In this subject, students 
learn about respecting one 
another. Students will study 
conflicts that have started because 
of a lack of respect and 
discrimination.  
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