
ENGLISH – CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 2020/21 

TOPIC TITLE TOPIC OVERVIEW KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS ASSESSMENT WIDER LINKS 
YEAR 10  
 
Term 1: 
A Christmas Carol  
and English 
Language Paper 1 
 
 

 

In this second unit students will: 
 Develop their understanding of polemical texts 
 Learn about the life and times of Charles 

Dickens 
 Learn the distinctive features of Dickens’ 

writing style 
 Compare the different approach to portraying a 

message used by Dickens compared to 
Shakespeare 

 Develop their understanding of how to 
consider the use of structure, motif and 
characterisation in creating theme and 
message 

 Learn how to select and memorise judicious 
quotations 

 Develop their ability to read and comprehend 
unseen text accurately and quickly 

 Develop the ability to analyse language and 
structure within a text 

 Enhance their ability to evaluate a text 
 Grow their ability to create effective 

description and narrative under time 
constraints 

 
Students will explore Key Questions: 

 Using Dickens as one of the finest models, 
students will also begin with experimenting 
with their descriptive writing – focussing on 
structuring and creating a clear tonal shift in 
their piece.  

 How does the time in which we read affect our 
understanding of message? 

 How do writers create character to depict their 
theme? 

 How are mythical and biblical allusions used to 
convey the writers’ meaning? 

 What overarching messages do you draw from 
the text? 

 How can we use the writers we read as models 
for our own writing experiments? 

Key knowledge 
 

 The plot, character, 
theme and structure of 
Dickens’ novella, A 
Christmas Carol 

 
 The features of Dickens 

writing style 
 

 The social, historical, 
autobiographical context 
of the novella 

 
 
Key skills 
 Analysis of language 
 Analysis of character 
 Analysis of structure 
 Evaluation of writers’ 

intention and success 
 Creative writing – descriptive 

and narrative 
 Time management 

Weekly knowledge retention tests will 
take place fortnightly testing retention 
of the knowledge organiser. 
 
Students will complete four assessments 
per term designed to assess their 
progress against the aims of the unit and 
the development of their core reading 
and writing skills.  
 
Task 1: Write a description of a 
Christmas moment. 
 
 
Task 2: How does Dickens present 
redemption in the extract and the 
novella as a whole? 
 
Task 3: In Dickens style, write the scene 
of Tim’s funeral. 
 
Task 4: To write a response to an 
evaluative statement on an extract (Eng. 
Lang paper 1, Q4) 
 
 
 

This GCSE study of prose 
fiction links to the studies 
of all novels and short 
stories in prior years: A 
Monster Calls, Of Mice 
and Men, Animal Farm, 
The Adventures of the 
Speckled Band and On the 
Sidewalk Bleeding. 
 
 
Cultural:  
Exploration of one of the 
great writers of the 19th 
century, Charles Dickens 
 
Learning about the Poor 
Law and other features of 
English society in the 19th 
Century 
 
Social: 
Consideration of different 
methods of supporting 
those less fortunate in 
society 
 
Moral: 
Exploration of the issue of 
poverty and its potential 
solutions 
 
Consideration of the role 
of social responsibility in 
business 
 
Evaluation of the nature 
and value of charity 



YEAR 10 
 
Term 2:  Love and 
Relationships poetry 
and English 
Language Paper 2 

In this second unit, students will: 
 Consider the power of poetry as an art form. 
 Explore the theme of love in all its forms. 
 Learn to consider the social, historical and 

autobiographical context of writers and readers 
in their development of interpretations. 

 Learn to evaluate form, structure and language 
methods employed in a text 

 Develop their ability to compare viewpoints 
and methods, both in poetry and non-fiction 
writing. 

 Enhance and grow their ability to write 
persuasively to express a viewpoint. 
 

Students will explore the key questions: 
 

• Is poetry the ideal medium to express 
emotions?  

• How and why do writers use the natural world 
to reflect human emotions?  

• By loving someone do you give them the power 
to hurt you?  

• Is love an entirely positive emotion? 
• Is empathy the skill that could solve the world’s 

problems? 
 
 

Key knowledge 
 The themes, structures 

and contextual 
backgrounds of the 15 
anthology poems 

 
 Forms of poetry: free 

verse; sonnet;  
 

 Poetic structure: rhyme; 
meter,  

 
 Revision of poetic 

language devices 
 

 Revision of rhetoric and 
persuasive devices 

 
 
Key skills 
 Analysis of poetic forms, 

structure and language 
 How to write a comparison 

of poetry 
 How to develop a personal, 

literary critical voice 
 How to read and 

comprehend at pace 
 How to synthesise and 

summarise 
 How to compare viewpoints 

and methods 
 How to write persuasively 

and with a clear viewpoint 
 Time management 

Weekly knowledge retention tests will 
take place fortnightly testing retention 
of the knowledge organiser. 
 
Students will complete four assessments 
this term designed to assess their 
progress against the aims of the unit and 
the development of their core reading 
and writing skills.  
 
Task 1: Write a comparison of two 
poems that explore the relationships of 
parents and children. 
 
Task 2: Write a letter to a parent / child 
from their parent/ child expressing their 
complex emotions about their 
relationship. 
 
Task 3: Compare the presentation of two 
viewpoints on a topic (Eng. Lang paper 
2, Q4). 
 
Task 4: Compare the how two poets 
present the difficulties of love. 
 
 
 

The exploration of poetry 
during KS3 was linked to 
larger texts with many key 
poets explored and 
considered. Here students 
will develop further by 
considering a wide range 
of poets’ work based on a 
theme – love. 
 
Cultural:  
Students will be exposed 
to a wide range of 
influential poets – Byron, 
Shelley, Browning, Barrett 
Browning, Armitage, 
Duffy, Day-Lewis; Heaney 
etc and more. 
 
 
Social: 
Students will explore 
presentation of gender 
and class. 
 
They will consider the 
complexities of parental 
love; romantic love and 
love of nature. 
 
Moral:  
Students will explore the 
many aspects of love and 
its moral questions – when 
does love become 
obsession? When does 
love become control? Can 
love be rekindled? 
 
 
 
 



YEAR 9 
Term 2.2 and 3.1 
Something Wicked 
This Way Comes 

In this third unit students will begin their study of GCSE 
texts in earnest: 
 

 Develop their knowledge of tragedy as a 
dramatic form 

 Develop their knowledge of the great tragedies 
of William Shakespeare 

 Grow their understanding of stagecraft as a 
theatrical device 

 Enhance their understanding of the effect of 
historical, social and moral context on the 
writing and reading of a text 
 

Students will explore Key Questions: 
• How does the time in which we read affect our 

understanding of message? 
• How does the nature of a play alter the 

message and allow for interpretation? 
• How do writers use stagecraft to depict their 

plot, character and theme? 
• How are mythical and biblical allusions used to 

convey the writers’ meaning? 
• What overarching messages do you draw from 

the text? 
 

Key Knowledge: 
 The plot, character and 

themes of Macbeth 
 The historical relevance 

of the catholic/ 
protestant tensions of 
the 16th century 

 The issues surrounding 
James 1 accession to the 
throne 

 The relevance of the 
Gunpowder plot on our 
society 

Key skills: 
 Reading of a 

Shakespearean play 
 Analysis of plot, 

structure, character and 
theme 

 Selection of judicious 
quotation 

 Using context to deepen 
interpretation 

 Developing a personal 
literary critical voice 

 

Weekly knowledge retention tests will 
take place fortnightly testing retention 
of the knowledge organiser. 
 
Students will complete two assessments 
per term designed to assess their 
progress against the aims of the unit and 
the development of their core reading 
and writing skills.  
 
Task 1: 
Complete a multiple choice quiz on the 
plot, characters and themes of Macbeth. 
 
Task 2: 
How does Shakespeare present the Lady 
Macbeth as a powerful woman in this 
extract (Act 1, sc 7) and the play as a 
whole? 
 
Task 3: 
How does Shakespeare present Macbeth 
as a brave man in this extract (Act 5 
Macduff) and the play as a whole? 
 

This unit draws on all the 
units that have gone 
before, not only the prior 
reading of Romeo and 
Juliet and Much Ado about 
Nothing which will have 
familiarised students with 
the work of William 
Shakespeare, but also the 
exploration of power and 
control in ‘Of Mice and 
Men’ and ‘Animal Farm’; 
and the literary references 
that stem from many of 
the texts studied in the 
Gods and Mortals unit in 
Year 8. 
Cultural: 
Students will develop their 
experience of the works of 
William Shakespeare, the 
greatest playwright. 
Social: 
Opportunities to consider 
different forms of 
governing and to 
understand the tense and 
complicated history of 
Britain’s monarchical 
political structure will be 
explored. 
Moral: 
As one of the great 
tragedies in the 
Shakespearean canon, 
many moral questions will 
be considered: the nature 
of evil; the danger of 
ambition; the  
consequences of betrayal; 
the conflict between 
family and duty. 



YEAR 9 
 
Term 3.2: Penny for 
your Thoughts 
 
 

In this final unit, students will prepare for their first 
GCSE assessment in English Language by: 
 

 Revisiting and enhancing their knowledge of 
speech giving and persuasive writing 

 Exploring the different ways to create an 
engaging opening and connect with their 
audience 

 Develop their knowledge of structure and learn 
about pacing 

 Learn how to anticipate and prepare for 
potential questioning 

 Learn how to prepare and rehearse for a 
presentation 

 
Students will explore Key Questions: 
 

• What makes an effective written argument? 
• What makes a successful delivery of a spoken 

argument? 
• What makes a challenging question? 
• How can I prepare for unknown questions on a 

known topic? 

Key knowledge 
 The art of rhetoric 
 Persuasive devices 
 Body language skills for 

persuasion 
 
Key skills 

 
 Research skills 
 Persuasive Writing 
 Articulation and delivery of a 

speech 

Weekly knowledge retention tests will 
take place fortnightly testing retention 
of the knowledge organiser. 
 
Students will complete two assessments 
this half term designed to assess their 
progress against the aims of the unit and 
the development of their core reading 
and writing skills.  
 
Task 1: Create a persuasive speech on a 
topic of your choice  
 
Task 2:  Give a presentation on a topic of 
your choice for your GCSE Non 
Examined Assessment. 
  

This unit links back to the 
opinion and persuasive 
writing tasks explored 
throughout KS3, in 
particular the study of 
rhetoric at the start of 
Year 9. 
 
Life skills: 
Students will gain 
research, persuasion and 
presentation skills from 
the selection of a topic of 
their choice and creation 
and presentation of a talk 
on the topic. 
. 

 


