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WELCOME TO MARRIOTTS SIXTH FORM
DEAR YEAR 11 STUDENT
You are aware that the time has come for you to consider your future and, in particular, the
course you will be studying in the next two years.
We would like to take this opportunity to invite you to join our Sixth Form. This is an
important and exciting time in your life since the decisions you take now will have a great
effect on your future career. It is important that you gather as much information as
possible and ask all the questions you may have. You will be receiving support from your
Form Tutor, Mr Whittaker, Mr Morgan and Mr Kerr. You will also have an opportunity to
discuss your plans in your individual meeting January.
As a Sixth Former at Marriotts School, you will continue to be a member of a Tutor Group,
and be supported by a member of staff who will take an interest in your progress and
welfare. We know that you will find your tutor's advice and guidance helpful throughout
the time that you spend in the Sixth Form.
Life in the Sixth Form is very different:
 you will have much more responsibility for your own work and will organise the
method of study which best suits the type of learner you are;
 you will be a senior member of the school community, encouraged to play an
important part in the life of the school;
 you will have the use of a common room at breaks, for which the Sixth Form
students are responsible, and independent study rooms during study periods.
The Sixth Form has a lot to offer and we hope that you will find courses and experiences,
both in and out of school, which will be useful, stimulating and full of opportunities. It is
your life, so make the most of it, but do remember that what you get out of your time in the
Sixth Form will depend to a large extent on what you are prepared to put into it.
We hope that you will find this booklet useful; do remember that we are all here to help
you gain the most benefit from your time in the Sixth Form.
The 6th form Team
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General Information
This booklet has been prepared for Year 11 students hoping to enter the Sixth Form in September
2021. It provides information about entering the Sixth Form, advice on choosing subjects for
courses, and other details about life and work in the Sixth Form. The bulk of the booklet however
explains the courses available including entry requirements, assessment methods and content.
At Marriotts Sixth Form we offer a broad range of both academic and vocational courses across a
number of pathways.
Entry to the Sixth Form is dependent on demonstrating achievements which show general
breadth of ability as well as depth in the specific courses chosen for study at A Level. For this
reason, you will need to have achieved all the following:

Qualification

Average of Best 8
Qualifications

English and Maths
requirement

3 A levels (+ EPQ)

6.0+

Grade 5 in Maths and English

2 A levels + L3 BTEC
1 A Level + L3 BTEC

5.5+
5.0+

Grade 5 in Maths and English
Grade 5 in Maths and English

L3 BTEC Only

4.5+

Grade 5 in Maths and English

Students are also required to meet the requirements
of the individual subject that they intend to study, as
detailed on the individual subject pages in this
booklet.

Courses will be provisionally placed in option blocks, based on the Year 11 initial intentions
survey. Positions of courses across option blocks will be refined during the option process to
produce a final option form by May 2020, to reflect the best fit for the majority of student
choices. All courses on offer in this final option form will be dependent upon sufficient pupil
uptake in September 2021.
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HOW TO CHOOSE YOUR COURSES
One of the best ways of choosing the right course is to seek advice from a number of sources such
as your family and the staff in school, particularly those who teach you; they will be able to give
you help based on their knowledge of your strengths and weaknesses.

How do you choose?
Sixth Form courses are more specialised, and you need to make your choice on the basis of
interest, ability and future aspirations. Before making your choice of Sixth Form subjects you
should consider the following points very carefully:

a. Choose subjects that you enjoy.
Interest in the subjects is of prime importance. You will need to devote many hours of study to
each of your subjects. Unless you are interested, you will find it hard to maintain the motivation
necessary to achieve your best possible grades. The grades you achieve will have a direct effect
on your future plans and decisions.

b. Choose subjects at which you can succeed.
You should have the ability to carry on studying your subjects to a high level, therefore, it is
sensible to choose subjects in which you have already succeeded and are confident. When
choosing new subjects look carefully at their requirements; do they match your strengths?

c. Choose subjects that are relevant to future plans.
If you have a clear idea of your future aspirations at 18, choose subjects which are required by
Higher Education Institutions or employers in order to fulfil those intentions. Investigate the
various options and choose relevant and useful combinations of subjects. Make use of the
Careers Library. Consider having a careers interview.

d. Choose subjects which suit your style of working.
Think whether you prefer more or less coursework, examinations etc. Look carefully at the skills,
study patterns and styles of work required by each subject.

e. Choose subjects which are compatible with each other.
Ensure your subjects fit well together and appear a sensible grouping for your future career or
education.
Some subjects are new to you. You will not have studied them before and so will not know
whether you have the ability or the interest in them. Try to find out all you can about the subject;
ask the members of staff who teach it or Sixth Form students already studying the subject.
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Subject Index
Subject
Applied Psychology BTEC
Applied Science BTEC (Single & Double available)
Art, Craft and Design A-Level
Biology A-Level
Business Studies BTEC
Chemistry A-level
Child Development BTEC
English Language/Literature A Level
English Literature A level
Film Studies A level
French A level
German A Level
Geography A-level
Government and Politics A level
Health & Social Care CTEC
History A-Level
Information Technology BTEC
Mathematics A Level
Further Mathematics A level
Media Studies A-Level
Music Level 3- Rock School Live
Performing Arts Drama (Acting) BTEC
Performing Arts Dance BTEC
Philosophy and Ethics (RS) A level
Physics A-Level
Product Design A-Level
Psychology A-Level
Psychology BTEC
Sociology A-Level
Spanish A-level
Sport & Physical Activity CTEC - Single
Sport & Physical Activity CTEC - Double
Uniformed Protective Services BTEC
KEY

Academic
A-Level

Vocational
Level 3
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Single/
Double
Award

Applied Science BTEC

Edexcel

Course Title: BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate/ Diploma in Applied Science (NQF)

Contact

Mrs McDermott, Head of Science

Course Overview
Single Award BTEC (Extended Certificate 360GLH) 3 Mandatory units:
 Principles and Applications of Science I (90 GLH External)
 Practical Scientific Procedures and Techniques (90 GLH Internal)
 Science Investigation Skills (120 GLH External).
In addition, there will be an optional unit (60GLH Internal),
this unit will be selected by the teachers to allow it to be
tailored for the strengths and interests of the class
Double Award BTEC (National Diploma720 GLH)
In Addition to the above units, the following units will be taught
 Principles and Applications of Science II (120GLH External)
 Laboratory Techniques and their Application (90GLH Internal)
 Investigative Project (90GLH Internal)
An additional 60 GLH optional unit chosen by teacher and marked internally.

How will I be assessed?
Units will be taught separately with a set deadline for each unit. Certain units will be set and
marked internally, one unit will be set and marked externally and one unit will be examined by a
written exam.
What skills do I need to be successful on this course?
 Enjoy Science including both practical and written work
 An interest in a possible career in a Science related area
 Punctuality and regular attendance
 An ability to work independently
 Good organisational skills
 An ability to persevere with new and harder skills.
What are career opportunities in the future?
This course can enable you to progress to further study of Applied Science. It will also lead towards
employment in fields such as a hospital laboratory technician, a materials testing lab or a school
science technician.
Entry Requirements
Extended Certificate: You will need to have a Merit in a Science Level 2 BTEC or a 5 in at least one Science
GCSE and a 4 in either Maths or English.
National Diploma: You will need a minimum of 5s in all Science qualifications and 4s in both English and
Maths.
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Single
Award

Contact

Art, Craft and Design
A-Level

Edexcel

Mrs Fry - Head of Art or Miss Hoepelman - Teacher of Art

Course Overview
A-Level in Art, Craft and Design
Component 1: Personal investigation - 60% of overall grade, 12% of
which comprises of the Personal Study.
 Year 12- Sketchbook theme ‘Viewpoints’
 Year 13- Sketchbook theme TBA
 Personal Study- 1000 word essay on an artist of your choice
Component 2- Externally Set Assignment – 40% of overall grade.
 Year 13- Sketchbook theme TBA by Edexcel 15 hour exam

How will I be assessed?
Units will be taught separately with a set deadline for each unit; students will be given a unit
timeline if they choose to take up the course. The marks will be totalled at the end to create a final
grade.
Students must keep to deadlines. The A-Level qualification in Art and Design composes of 2
internally set coursework assignments, 1 written assignment and 1 externally set exam unit, with
a 15 hour exam at the end. Homework is an essential part of the course. Students should do roughly
8 hours of homework per fortnight to complement their coursework. Attending educational art
visits would be beneficial to students.
What skills do I need to be successful on this course?
 Good drawing skills
 Imagination & stamina
 Creative problem solving skills.
What are career opportunities in the future?
Architect, furniture designer, photographer, film set designer, book designer, fashion designer,
graphic designer, game designer, art teacher, toy designer, tattoo artist, cartoonist, make-up artist,
industrial designer, art critic, flower arranger, portrait artist, web designer, animator, set designer,
marketing director, sculptor, sign writer, costume designer, stonemason, illustrator, interior
designer, hair stylist, cake decorator, scenic painter.
Entry Requirements
6 or above at GCSE Art and Design.
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Single
Award

Contact

A level Biology

OCR

Dr Newstead – Science Lead Practitioner

Course Overview
Students develop a deeper appreciation of how science works. They
will learn to appreciate how society makes decisions about scientific
issues and how the sciences contribute to the success of the economy
and society. Students will be able to participate in fieldwork and
complete required practical experiments.
Content is split into six teaching modules:
 Development of practical skill in Biology
 Foundations in Biology
 Exchange and transport
 Biodiversity, evolution and disease
 Communication, homeostasis and energy
 Genetics, evolution and ecosystems.
How will I be assessed?
Assessments are made of three components:
 Biological processes
37%
2 hours 15 minutes written paper
 Biological diversity
37%
2 hours 15 minutes written paper
 Unified Biology
26%
1 hour 30 minutes written paper
 Practical endorsement in Biology
non exam assessment reported separately through
Lab book.
What skills do I need to be successful on this course?
 Enjoy scientific disciplines, practical and field work
 Would like to know more about recent developments in genetics, health and the
environment
 Are studying related courses, such as Chemistry, Physics and Sports studies
 Would like to take a science subject to balance humanities or arts disciplines
 Are interested in Biology.
What are career opportunities in the future?
Medicine, Dentistry, Nursing, Marine Biology, Microbiology, Conservation, Forensic Science,
Molecular and Cellular Biology, Biomedical Sciences, Teaching, Physiotherapy. Employment with
environmental agencies, laboratory work, research and development, quality control or
veterinary assistant.
Entry Requirements
Route A: GCSE Grade 6 in Triple Science Biology and a Grade 5 in English Language and
Mathematics. Route B: GCSE Grade 6/6 in Combined science and a Grade 5 in English Language
and Maths
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Single
Award

Contact

Business Studies BTEC

Edexcel

Mr Clarke - Head of Business Studies and ICT

Course Overview
BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Business is an Applied
General qualification. It is for post-16 learners who want to continue
their education through applied learning and who aim to progress to
higher education and ultimately to employment in the business sector.
The qualification is equivalent in size to one A Level and aims to provide
a coherent introduction to study of the business sector. The learning
programme covers the following content areas: Business environments,
Finance, Marketing and Human resources.
National Extended Certificate in Business
 Unit 1 – Exploring Business
 Unit 2 – Developing a marketing campaign
 Unit 3 – Personal and business finance
 Unit 8 – Recruitment and selection.
How will I be assessed?
 Unit 1 – Internally assessed and subject to external standards verification
 Unit 2 – This unit is assessed under supervised conditions. Learners will be provided with a
case study two weeks prior to a supervised assessment period in order to carry out
research.
 Unit 3 – External written examination (2 hours)
 Unit 8 – Internally assessed and subject to external standards verification.
What skills do I need to be successful on this course?
This course will suit students with an innate curiosity about the business world, in all its forms. This
might be an interest in Marketing, Finance, Start-ups or simply a student with an entrepreneurial
flair. As a BTEC course attendance and punctuality is important, as is the ability to efficiently use
private study time.
What are career opportunities in the future?
The qualification carries UCAS points and is recognised by higher education providers as
contributing to meeting admission requirements for many courses if taken alongside other
qualifications. The qualification can also support progression to employment directly, or via an
Apprenticeship.
Entry Requirements
Students are expected to have a Merit or above at Level 2 in Business Studies BTEC or a 5 or
above in GCSE Business Studies. It is strongly advised that students should have a 5 in English
Language, as a minimum. The coursework element requires students to be able to write in a style
appropriate for A level/Level 3 BTEC.
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Single
Award

Contact

A level Chemistry

AQA

Mrs McDermott – Head of Science

Course Overview
This course will try to give you the skills and understanding to make
decisions about the way chemistry affects your everyday life by
applying concepts into contemporary areas of Chemistry.
The A Level Chemistry course covers a broad range of topics. The main
modules studied are:
 Physical Chemistry: To include atomic structure, amount of
substance, bonding, energetics, kinetics and equilibria.
 Inorganic Chemistry: To include periodicity, Group 2, Group 7,
and Transition metals.
 Organic Chemistry: To include many of the common organic
groups, organic analysis and optical isomerism.

How will I be assessed?
A total of 3 exam papers at the end of Yr13:
Fundamentals of Chemistry
41%
Scientific Literacy in Chemistry
37%
Practical Skills in Chemistry
22%
Practical Endorsement in Chemistry Reported Separately

2 hours 15 minutes written exam
2 hours 15 minutes written exam
1 hour 30 minutes written exam
Teacher assessed.

These are made up of a mix of multiple choice long and short response questions.

What skills do I need to be successful on this course?





Have an interest in and enjoy Chemistry
Want to find out more about things in the real world
Enjoy solving problems
Are looking for a subject that goes well with another Science or Maths.

What are career opportunities in the future?
Chemistry is essential if you wish to apply to medical school. Other courses, such as Biology,
Biochemistry, Chemical engineering, dentistry and environmental science also find Chemistry
essential or desirable. You can find employment as an industrial or research chemist. Or, as you
will develop so many other skills whilst studying the subject, many Chemistry students go on to
the financial sector and other unrelated fields.

Entry Requirements
You need at least two 6 grades in GCSE Sciences (including Chemistry if you took triple Science.)
You will also need a 6 in Maths and at least a 5 in English.
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Single
Award

Contact

Child Development BTEC

Edexcel

Mrs Portingale - Lead teacher Child Development

Course Overview
Children’s Play, Learning and Development (Early Years Educator) is a
vocational course which prepares students for working in an early years
setting.
We follow the Edexcel specification which involves the study of:
 Child development and play in early years
 Meeting children’s physical development, physical care and health
needs
 Supporting children’s communication, language, social and
emotional development
 Child protection
 Observation, assessment and planning for play and development
 Supporting maths and literacy in the early years
 Reflecting on own early years practice and research skills
 Health, education and social services for children and their families
 Food and mealtimes in the early years

How will I be assessed?
 Unit 1 – Child development: External written examination (90 minutes)
 Unit 2 – Development of Children’s Communication, Literacy and Numeracy Skills. This unit is
assessed under supervised conditions. Learners will be provided with a case study two weeks
prior to a supervised assessment period in order to carry out research.
 Unit 3 – Play and learning: Internally assessed and subject to external standards verification
 Further optional unit – Internally assessed and subject to external standards verification.

What skills do I need to be successful on this course?
You must have a definite interest in working with children up to the age of eight. As a BTEC
course attendance and punctuality is important, as is the ability to efficiently use private study
time.

What are career opportunities in the future?
You can progress from this course to direct employment, further training, apprenticeships or
Higher Education. Settings could be within nurseries, schools, health or social care sectors. This
could lead into occupations such as: Early Years Educator; Paediatric Occupations Therapist;
Nursery Practitioner; Primary School Teacher; After School Clubs Practitioner.

Entry Requirements
You need at least two 6 grades in GCSE Sciences (including Chemistry if you took triple Science.)
You will also need a 6 in Maths and at least a 5 in English.
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Single
Award

A level English Literature and
Language

Contact

AQA A

Miss Rees – Head of English/Ms. Moss - English Teacher

Course Overview
Your course will be divided into three distinct units:
Paper 1: Telling Stories
Study of three texts: an anthology with a focus on methods of language
analysis (non-fiction and non-literary extracts), a prose text with a focus on
unusual narratives or narrators (e.g. The Handmaid’s Tale) and poetry with a
focus on the use of perspective/poetic voice (e.g. Carol Ann Duffy).
Paper 2: Exploring Conflict
Re-creative writing: students will produce a piece of re-creative writing with
a commentary based on a set text studied in class, e.g. The Kite Runner.
Study of texts: students will explore how conflict is presented in a drama
text, e.g. A Streetcar Named Desire, with a focus on presentation of
language.
Non-examination assessment: Making connections – students produce a
personal investigation that explores a specific technique or theme in both
literary and non-literary discourse.

How will I be assessed?
Paper 1 and Paper 2 are both assessed by external examination. Each paper is worth 40% of the
final A level. The non-exam assessment is assessed as a piece of coursework and is worth 20% of
the final A level.
What skills do I need to be successful on this course?
This course offers new types of texts and material to explore and is not solely a progression of GCSE
Literature and Language. It will suit people who wish to develop their reading, writing (creative and
academic), analytical skills and knowledge of how language is structured in both real life and fiction. People
who enjoy discussion activities and working in groups and independently will do well. Finally, while this
course offers the opportunity to write creatively, read non-fiction and non-literary texts there are significant
works of Literature featured too – a love of reading is essential. As with any A level qualification you will be
required to do an average of six hours of private study each week. This will include completing tasks such
as reading the set texts and undertaking research.

What are career opportunities in the future?
People who have studied English Literature and Language have gone on to careers in the following
areas: journalism, publishing, media and television, education, advertising and the legal profession.
Entry Requirements
You will need GCSE 6 in both English Language and English Literature.
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Single
Award

Contact

A level English Literature

AQA A

Miss Rees – Head of English

Course Overview
Your course will be divided into three distinct units:
 Paper 1: Love through the ages:
Study of three texts: a selection of pre1900 poetry and one prose
text (currently The Great Gatsby) and one Shakespeare play
(currently Othello/ Taming of the Shrew). The exam will include
two unseen poems.
 Paper 2: Texts in shared contexts:
Study of three texts based around the theme of WWI and its
aftermath: one prose, one poetry, and one drama, of which one
must be written post-2000 (currently Regeneration, Scars Upon
My Heart, My Boy Jack). The exam will include an unseen extract.
 Non-exam assessment: Independent critical study: texts across
time
One extended essay (2,500 words) that is a comparative critical
study of two texts, at least one of which must have been written
pre-1900.
How will I be assessed?
Paper 1 and Paper 2 are both assessed by external examination. Each paper is worth 40% of the
final A level. The non-exam assessment is assessed as a piece of coursework and is worth 20% of
the final A level.
What skills do I need to be successful on this course?
This course will suit people who are keen to develop their knowledge of English Literature. It will
also suit people who wish to develop their reading, writing, analytical skills, creativity and
knowledge of literature. People who enjoy discussion activities and working in groups and
independently will do well. Finally, it goes without saying that this course is suited to people who
enjoy reading. As with any A level qualification you will be required to do on average of six hours
of private study each week. This will include completing tasks such as reading the set texts and
undertaking research.
What are career opportunities in the future?
People who have studied English Literature have gone on to careers in the following areas:
journalism, publishing, media and television, education, advertising and the legal profession.
English Literature is well respected by universities and is part of the ‘facilitating subjects’ suggested
by the Russell group universities.
Entry Requirements
You will need GCSE 6 in both English Language and English Literature.
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Single
Award

Contact

A level Film Studies

OCR

Miss Rees – Head of English Faculty

Course Overview
Over the two-year course, you will study eleven feature films and a
number of shorts, covering a wide range of eras and countries.
Each film is studied on different levels:
 Film form: ‘micro’ aspects such as camerawork, lighting,
editing, sound etc.
 Meaning and response: how all these details come together to
create meaning, and how spectators respond.
 Contexts: the historical, social, political environment in which
these films are made and watched.
 With some films, we also study more theoretical aspects such as
ideology or auteurship.

How will I be assessed?
At the end of the two-year course, students sit two essay papers based on the films they have
studied.
Component 1: Varieties of Film and Filmmaking (35%): In this paper you will answer three
questions: one on early Hollywood, one on modern Hollywood and one on British film.
Component 2: Global Filmmaking perspectives (35%): In this paper you will answer four
questions: One longer essay on global film, and three shorter questions on documentary, silent
cinema and experimental film.
Component 3: Production (30%): The coursework component is prepared over three terms, using
creative skills that students have developed throughout the course. Students may produce either
a short film or a screenplay and storyboard, plus a written evaluative analysis. The coursework
must respond to a given brief, eg. a narrative with a twist, or a narrative that develops conflict
between two characters.

What skills do I need to be successful on this course?
This course is suitable if you are willing to learn new vocabulary and structures regularly, are
interested in reading authentic texts (books/magazines) in the target language, enjoy language
learning and enjoy learning about other cultures.

What are career opportunities in the future?
Universities offer an increasing number of Film Studies courses, ranging from very practical to
highly theoretical. These are often combined with other subjects including a wide range of
modern languages, drama, literature, art and even philosophy. However, for students who want
to pursue a career in a different field, Film Studies is considered as a solid A level – universities
are aware that students who did well must have good essay-writing skills.

Entry Requirements
You will be expected to have a GCSE in an English subject at grade 6 or above.
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A level French

Single
Award

Contact

OCR

Mrs Jones – Head of French

Course Overview
During this course, you will read and listen to authentic foreign
language materials and will study aspects of the contemporary
society. You will extend and develop your knowledge of the grammar
and vocabulary. You will learn how to be an effective communicator
and use the language in a range of different situations and for
different purposes.

How will I be assessed?
The final examinations test you in the four skills of speaking, listening, writing and reading.
 Paper 1: Listening, reading and translation (1 h 50 mins, 40% of qualification)
 Paper 2: Written response to works (literature and film) and translation (2 h 40 mins, 30%
of qualification)
 Paper 3: Speaking – based on a researched topic (21-23 mins incl 5 mins preparation, 30%
of qualification).

What skills do I need to be successful on this course?
This course is suitable if you are willing to learn new vocabulary and structures regularly, are
interested in reading authentic texts (books/magazines) in the target language, enjoy language
learning and enjoy learning about other cultures.

What are career opportunities in the future?




Apply to university to study the language, study this language and take up a second language
at university or combine with another subject (e.g. business) at university
Communicate with people from other countries or work for a company with international links
Improve your UCAS application for any subject

Entry Requirements
This is an advanced level course in French, so you will be expected to have a GCSE at grade 6 or
above. You will be interested in different cultures and keen to use a different language to
understand and to communicate your own ideas and opinions to others on different topics and
issues.

15

Single
Award

Contact

A level Geography

AQA

Mr Reilly – Head of Department

Course Overview
Geography is an exciting and relevant course to study at present as it
links to contemporary global issues such as climate change and
globalisation. It is a subject which offers a diversity of skills (both
quantitative and qualitative) that students will require at university
level and beyond which are highly transferable. It is considered both a
science and an arts subject.
Geographers have done some pretty important things for the human
race, including charting new territory, developing maps (cartography)
and measuring distances to help us get from A to B long before we
could simply take a picture of an area from space.

How will I be assessed?

What skills do I need to be successful on this course?
Are you interested in how the world works? Literally? Then Geography could be for you. Geography
will help you develop your communication and teamwork skills, as you’ll often work on group
projects. You’ll also develop your research and analysis skills including in IT, lab and fieldwork,
which means you will be able to collect and look for patterns in data. Employers love the mix of
technical and social skills people get from studying geography, which they see as very transferable,
i.e. useful for a whole range of jobs.

What are career opportunities in the future?
Many employers find the wide skill base provided by Geography very attractive. It can lead to a range of
vocational qualifications and a very wide variety of higher education courses including degrees in Geography
or Geography related subjects such as Geology, Science, Environmental Science, Meteorology, Planning and
Teaching.

Entry Requirements
Grade 6 at GCSE Geography
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Single
Award

Contact

A level German

OCR

Mrs Radenhausen – Head of German

Course Overview
During this course, you will read and listen to authentic foreign
language materials and will study aspects of the contemporary
society. You will extend and develop your knowledge of the
grammar and vocabulary. You will learn how to be an effective
communicator and use the language in a range of different
situations and for different purposes.

How will I be assessed?
The final examinations test you in the four skills of speaking, listening, writing and reading.
 Paper 1: Listening, reading and translation (1 h 50 mins, 40% of qualification)
 Paper 2: Written response to works (literature and film) and translation (2 h 40 mins, 30%
of qualification)
 Paper 3: Speaking – based on a researched topic (21-23 mins incl 5 mins preparation, 30%
of qualification).
What skills do I need to be successful on this course?
This course is suitable if you are willing to learn new vocabulary and structures regularly, are
interested in reading authentic texts (books/magazines) in the target language, enjoy language
learning and enjoy learning about other cultures.
What are career opportunities in the future?
 Apply to university to study the language, study this language and take up a second language
at university or combine with another subject (e.g. business) at university
 Communicate with people from other countries or work for a company with international links
 Improve your UCAS application for any subject
Entry Requirements
This is an advanced level course in German, so you will be expected to have a GCSE at grade 6 or
above. You will be interested in different cultures and keen to use a different language to
understand and to communicate your own ideas and opinions to others on different topics and
issues.
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Single
Award

Contact

A level Government and Politics

Edexcel

Mr McQueen – Teacher of Government of Politics

Course Overview
Politics is an exciting A level because it is through debate, discussion
and disagreement that students shape their own views and opinions of
the modern political landscape and their place within it. Students will
be challenged to immerse themselves fully in the ever-changing
political narrative of the day. Pupils of politics are committed to
exploring current events, ideas and debates through routine
engagement with quality media, both print and digital. Just as politics is
ever changing, the personal and political views of our students shifts,
develops and evolves through their study of this living, breathing
subject.
Three components will be studied over the course of two years:
•
UK Politics and Core Political Ideas
•
UK Government and Non-core Political Ideas
•
US Government and Politics
How will I be assessed?
Unit Title
Component 1: UK Politics
Component 2: UK Government
Component 3: US Gov. & Politics

Weighting
33.3%
33.3%
33.3%

Nature of Assessment
Exam: 2 hours (84 marks)
Exam: 2 hours (84 marks)
Exam: 2 hours (84 marks)

What skills do I need to be successful on this course?
This course will suit people who are keen to develop their knowledge and understanding of political
institutions and ideologies and their role within our society. Students will develop their reading,
writing and analytical skills, and their ability to ask questions in order to challenge what they see
or hear in the news. Likewise, the course will suit people who are able to work independently for
researching case studies.
What are career opportunities in the future?
Government and Politics is a useful subject to study which develops the knowledge and skills
needed to pursue a career or further study in a related area. There are many career options
following successful completion of the course, including working in law, academia, education, local
and national Government, political policy, journalism, public affairs, public relations, and many
more!
Entry Requirements
At least a 6 grade at GCSE in History or English Literature.
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Single/
Double
Award
Contact

Health & Social Care (NQF)
BTEC

Edexcel

Miss Cooper - Teacher of Health and Social Care

Course Overview
AS part of this course there is a strong emphasis on developing
employment skills that will be useful in any area of work. Examples of
topics studied are developing communication skills, equality and
diversity, promoting health education, anatomy, physiological
disorders, and public health.
The units studied will give you an understanding of health and social
care in the wider contexts of different environments and settings
where care takes place. It will show the importance of effective
communication and legislation in Health and Social Care and how to
deliver a person-centred approach. You will also develop transferable
skills such as communication, research, planning and organisation.
It will provide you with the opportunity, through applied learning, to
develop the core specialist knowledge, skills and understanding
required in the health and social care sector.
How will I be assessed?
Assessment is varied and includes evidence from work experience placements, presentations, roleplays, written assignments, reflective diary entries and written exams. The course is excellent
preparation for university level study or working life in an occupation within the health or social
care sectors.
What skills do I need to be successful on this course?
 Students should be able to work independently and in collaboration with others
 Students should have good communication skills and be able to talk in an effective manner
 Students should have respect and compassion for the subject.
 Students must keep to deadlines. The BTEC Level 3 qualification is divided into two exam units
and two coursework units. Homework is an essential part of the course. Students should do
roughly 8 hours of homework per fortnight to complement their coursework. Attending
educational visits would be beneficial to students.
What are career opportunities in the future?
Health and Social Care develops the knowledge and skills needed to pursue a career or further
study in a related area. There are many career options following successful completion of the
course, including nursing, social work and occupational therapy.
Entry Requirements
A 5 in GCSE Health and Social Care or Merit or above at Level 2 BTEC in Health and Social care.
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Contact

A level History

AQA

Mrs Baker – Head of History or Mr Kerr – History Teacher/AHT

Course Overview
“History is who we are and why we are the way we are.” (David
McCullough)
We are shaped by our past just as the powerful nations of today were
shaped by theirs. We are offering you the opportunity to gain an
understanding of how two of today’s powerful nations were shaped
by events in the 16th and 20th centuries. Our course looks at national
and international History, contrasting a powerful emerging ‘Early
Modern’ Nation with a 20th Century Super Power.
Three units will be studied over the course of two years:
 Historical themes in breadth (Tsarist and Communist Russia)
 British History Depth Studies (The English Revolution)
 Historical Enquiry (The Cold War).
How will I be assessed?
Two units will be assessed by examination; the Historical Enquiry (coursework) will be an
internally assessed unit.
What skills do I need to be successful on this course?
As well as being very interesting, History is a useful subject. This course will enable you to
understand the country and the world you live in. Valuable skills for analysis, evaluation, critical
thinking, and degree style writing are involved in the course which is why History is regarded as
such highly academic subject.
What are career opportunities in the future?
History is a useful subject to study if you are interested in careers in the following areas:
 Law
 Business
 Government
 Education
 Politics
 Academia
 Journalism.
Entry Requirements
at least a 6 grade at GCSE in History or English Literature
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Contact

Information Technology (NQF)
BTEC

Edexcel

Mr Ettienne– Head of ICT

Course Overview
BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate is designed to provide specialist workrelated qualifications in the areas of Computing and IT Systems. The
objective of this qualification is to give learners the opportunity to
develop their knowledge and skills in IT systems, systems management
and social media in business.
Units of study
 Unit 1 – Information Technology Systems
 Unit 2 – Creating systems to manage information
 Unit 3 – Using Social Media in Business
 Unit 6 – Website development.
How will I be assessed?
 Unit 1 – This unit is externally assessed by a written examination set and marked by Edexcel.
The examination is 2 hours in length. Learners will be assessed on their understanding of
computer systems and the implications of their use in personal and professional situations.
 Unit 2 – This unit is externally assessed by a task set and marked by Edexcel. The set task will
be completed under supervised conditions for 10 hours in a 1-week period set by Edexcel
which can be arranged over a number of sessions.
 Unit 3 – Internally assessed and subject to standards verification.
 Unit 6 – Internally assessed and subject to standards verification.
What skills do I need to be successful on this course?
This course will suit students with an innate curiosity about communication and computing, in all
its forms. This might be an interest in programming, graphic design, communication systems or a
student with an interest in computer systems and their development. As a BTEC course attendance
and punctuality is important, as is the ability to efficiently use private study time.
What are career opportunities in the future?
This qualification carries UCAS points and is recognised by higher education providers as meeting
admission requirements to many relevant courses. As the content is equivalent in size to one A
level, higher education representatives have confirmed that it is appropriate to allow learners to
choose their optional units from a wide range so that they can explore their own choice of areas
for further study.
Entry Requirements
Students should have a Merit or above at Level 2 in ICT BTEC or a 5 or above in GCSE Computing.
It is strongly advised that students should have a 5 in English Language, as a minimum. The
coursework element requires students to be able to write in a style appropriate for A level/Level 3
BTEC.
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Contact

A level Maths

Edx

Mr Whittaker – Head of Mathematics

Course Overview
Paper 1: Pure Mathematics 1
Proof, Algebra and functions, Coordinate geometry in the (x,y) plane,
Sequences and series, Trigonometry, Exponentials and logarithms,
Differentiation, Integration, Vectors
Paper 2: Pure Mathematics 2
Proof, Algebra and functions, Coordinate geometry in the (x,y) plane,
Sequences and series, Trigonometry, Differentiation, Integration,
Numerical methods
Paper 3: Statistics and Mechanics
Section A: Statistics
Statistical sampling, Data presentation and interpretation, Probability,
Statistical distributions, Statistical hypothesis testing
Section B: Mechanics
Quantities and units in mechanics, Kinematics, Forces and Newton’s
laws, Moments
How will I be assessed?
You will be assessed by external examinations only. Each paper is 2 hours in length and worth 100
marks.
Each paper is equally weighted at one third of the qualification.

What skills do I need to be successful on this course?
It is a challenging course that links very strongly to a range of other courses at university level. It
relies heavily on strong prerequisite algebra skills from GCSE and strong work-ethic for exploration
and self-study.

What are career opportunities in the future?
A wide range of employer’s regard Mathematics as a prestigious A level and employ
mathematicians for their thinking skills. You will find this course useful if you wish to follow a
career in the following areas: Accountancy, finance, insurance and banking, Teaching,
Engineering, Industrial science and Information and communication technology.
Entry Requirements
You should have grade 7 or above in Mathematics GCSE.
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Contact

A level Further Maths

Edexcel

Mr Whittaker – Head of Mathematics

Course Overview
By studying Further Mathematics it makes the transition from sixth
form to university courses which are mathematically rich that much
easier as more of the first year course content will be familiar.
The course covers pure content (including algebra, calculus,
sequences, complex numbers) and applied content (mechanics,
statistics and decision mathematics). The deeper content covered will
allow students to specialise in their areas of interest.
Students studying Further Mathematics will also complete
Mathematics at A-Level.
How will I be assessed?

What skills do I need to be successful on this course?
A Level Further Mathematics is a course for students who are particularly gifted at Mathematics
and have a real interest in the subject. It is a demanding course which requires a high level of skill,
but is a qualification that is highly valued by all top universities.
What are career opportunities in the future?
There are a significant amount of opportunities for students who study A Level Further
Mathematics. If you are looking to apply to the top 10 universities to take Mathematics or
Engineering based course there is a significant advantage with an A-Level in Further Mathematics,
to the point where some courses are not accessible without a Further Maths A Level.
Entry Requirements
You should have ideally above a Grade 7 in Mathematics GCSE.
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A Level

A level Media Studies

Contact

WJEC/
Educas

Mrs McClean – Head of Media Studies or Mrs Haskins – Media Teacher

Course Overview
This is a linear course with the exams being in the summer of the
second year. Throughout the 2 year course you will study a range of
media theories and concepts over a variety of media platforms that
link specifically to exam focused texts and briefs.
This course will require further independent reading on a variety of
theories and debates, such as gender issues, structuralism and postmodernism and apply them to the set media texts studied. You will
also be required to complete NEA that will consist of a cross-media
production (production across 2 platforms) based on a brief supplied
by the exam board. There are 2 exams worth a total of 70% and nonexam component/ coursework work a total of 30% of the A Level.

How will I be assessed?
Component 1: Meanings and Representations in the Media
Component 2: Media Forms and Products in Depth
Component 3: Cross-Media Production

2 hr 15 min exam
2 hr 30 min exam
NEA Component

35%
35%
30%

What skills do I need to be successful on this course?
This course will suit people who are keen to develop their knowledge of the media and society. It
will also suit those who wish to develop their analytical skills and their ability to ask questions in
order to challenge what they see or hear in the media, in particular the representations and
responses, and the institutions behind the media. It would suit students who wish to enhance
their creativity and knowledge of media. This course will also suit people who enjoy discussion
activities, analysing music videos, adverts, television and print media (in particular advertising
and marketing), and working in groups for linked production tasks. Likewise, the course will suit
people who are able to work independently on their own projects and research.
What are career opportunities in the future?
People who have studied Media Studies have gone on to careers in the following areas:
journalism, publishing, media and television, film production, broadcasting, advertising and
market research.
Entry Requirements
Ideally you need a GCSE 6 in English Language; however, if you have GCSE 5 and a willingness to
work hard, then you may be welcomed on to the course. Students who have previously taken
GCSE Media Studies and been successful in this subject, may also be welcomed on to the course
despite their English Language grade.
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Contact

Rock School Limited

RSL

Mr Waddell – Head of Music

Course Overview
This is a bespoke music qualification accredited by Rock School, the
UK’s leading popular music awarding body. The qualification is
industry and university recognised and assessment is based on course
work (units) rather than exams. It provides a firm foundation in the
basics of popular music including instrumental and performance skills,
styles of music and promoting events. You will study units on:





Music performance
Music compositional
Professional careers in the music industry
Listening to music

At the heart of the course is the opportunity to create and refine your
music with other musicians.

How will I be assessed?
There are three bands of assessment: Pass, Merit and Distinction for each unit and for each
qualification. There are no exams. The qualifications carry UCAS points which are equivalent to
those awarded at AS and A2 level

What skills do I need to be successful on this course?




Music ICT skills
Compositional Skills
Performance Skills.

This course would suit any student who enjoys performing, composing and Music ICT. They will be
committed to pursuing music beyond the classroom, and would be keen to participate in school
productions.

What are career opportunities in the future?
RSL Music could lead you into a career as a performer; composer; sound engineer; ICT music
technician; music journalist; teaching. Music reveals creativity and commitment within the
individual that is highly desirable to all employers. The Rock School Level 3 Awards are designed
to provide vocationally relevant training in popular music which will allow students to develop
the skills necessary for progress in the industry or to a higher level of study

Entry Requirements
Students must have a BTEC Level 2 Merit or Distinction in Music, or pass an aptitude test if it has
not been studied previously; they also must play a musical instrument (which includes the voice)
and have a willingness to perform in public.
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Contact

Performing Arts Drama
(Acting) BTEC

Edexcel

Miss Everett – Head of Drama

Course Overview
You will have the opportunity to develop your acting skills and
performance techniques, personal skills and attributes.
Mandatory units include:
 Investigating practitioners work
 Developing skills and techniques for live performance
 Group performance workshop.
Optional units (one to choose from) include:
 Acting styles, Improvisation or Movement in performance.
How will I be assessed?
There will be continuous assessments throughout the course, which will all involve some aspect of
performance to a live audience. You will be expected to produce a portfolio for each unit, which
must include: research, diary entries, books read, character profiles, self and peer evaluations and
critiques of any amateur or professional productions. There are two units that will be externally
assessed by the BTEC exam board, who will provide the centre with set task booklets that must be
completed under exam conditions.
What skills do I need to be successful on this course?
This course would suit any student who is passionate about the arts and wants to further their
knowledge and understanding of this field. You will be expected to perform regularly in front of
different audiences whilst being recorded for evaluation. A lot of work will involve independent
learning and you will be expected to commit to group rehearsals and performances outside of your
learning hours.
What are career opportunities in the future?
The BTEC is widely recognised across the majority of universities and although it is completely
different to the A level this is solely because of it being heavily weighted towards performance
rather than written work. The BTEC obviously gives a great stepping stone to those students who
want to be an actor; however, it also assists you with other opportunities. These include careers
behind the scenes such as backstage, lighting, and even directing. It is also a beneficial course to
take for those students who want to go into Media and events co-ordination. As you are constantly
working with people and analysing yourself, the course helps you to become a more confident and
well-rounded person which is useful in any job.
Entry Requirements
Students should have Drama GCSE grade 5 or BTEC Level 2 grade of Distinction or Distinction*.
We would prefer students to have previous Drama history, for example an involvement with any
outside Theatre Company or any experience in productions.
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Contact

Performing Arts Dance
BTEC

Edexcel

Mrs Martin – Head of Department

Course Overview
BTEC Dance is an engaging, dynamic qualification which encourages
students to develop their creative, physical, emotional and intellectual
capacity.
This course reflects both current and historical dance practices and is
likely to inspire a lifelong passion and appreciation of many dances in a
number of styles.
Units of study include:
 Investigating Practitioners’ Work – Externally assessed
 Developing Skills and Techniques for Live Performance
 Group Performance Workshop – Externally assessed.
 Optional units include: Jazz Dance.

How will I be assessed?
There will be continuous assessments throughout the course, which will all involve some aspect of
performance and usually to a live audience. Workshops and rehearsals will be regularly recorded
to evidence progression. During Year 1 you will be expected to lead on the school’s entry to ‘Rock
Challenge’. At the end of Year 2 you will produce a final showcase in which you will perform
techniques from all units, as well as budgeting, marketing and planning the performance.

What skills do I need to be successful on this course?
This course would suit any student who is passionate about dance and wants to further their
technique training and understanding in this area. You will be expected to perform regularly in
front of different audiences and will constantly be recorded for evaluation.
What are career opportunities in the future?
The BTEC is widely recognised across the majority of universities and although it is completely
different to the A level this is solely because of it being heavily weighted towards assessment
through performance and technique training. The BTEC lends itself to students who wish to
perform and learn repertoire dance. Careers in dance are few and far between and are often short
lived. The BTEC gives students grounding in techniques that could direct them into performing,
teaching or choreography.
Entry Requirements
Students should have Dance GCSE grade 6 or BTEC First Award (Level 2) Distinction or Distinction*
grades. Ideally previous dance or performing arts history, for example an involvement with any
outside dance schools, ballet, tap or modern training, or any experience in productions, in
particular ‘Rock Challenge’.
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A level Philosophy and Ethics

Contact

AQA

Miss Standard – Head of Religious studies and Ethics

Course Overview
Religious Studies is for those who enjoy learning and who are
interested in exploring and challenging ideas. Lessons in Religious
Studies are varied and include active learning, discussion, group work,
independent work, reading and essay writing. The study of Theology,
Philosophy and Ethics helps students to think logically and clearly
about issues that affect the whole of life.
Component 1:Philosophy of Religion and Ethics
 Section A: Philosophy of religion
 Section B: Ethics and religion
Component 2 Study of Religion and Dialogues
 Section A: Study of Christianity
 Section B: The dialogue between philosophy of religion and
religion.
 Section C: The dialogue between ethical studies and religion.

How will I be assessed?
There are two 3-hour exams each consisting of 100 marks and equal to 50% f the overall mark.
One for each component, which are taken at the end of the course.
 Paper 1: Philosophy or Religion and Ethics consists of two sections, each with two
compulsory two-part questions, each worth 10 marks and 15 marks.
 Paper 2: Study of Religion and Dialogues consists of three sections. Section A: Study of
religion – two compulsory two-part questions, each worth 10 marks and 15 marks relating
to the religion chosen. Section B and C Section B consist of one unstructured synoptic
question from a choice of two (25 marks).

What skills do I need to be successful on this course?
An inquisitive mind, an interest in life’s big questions and ability to communicate effecticve both
in the written and verbal form.

What are career opportunities in the future?
This course is excellent preparation for many degree courses including Theology, Religious Studies,
Politics, Philosophy, History, English, Computer Science, and Law. It gives a firm grounding in many
issues required for studying Medicine, Humanities and Law

Entry Requirements
Students should have achieved at least grade 5 in Religious Studies and grade 5 in English Language
and Literature; or if Religious Studies has not been taken, grade 5 in English Language and
Literature and a grade 5 in one other subject that requires extended writing e.g. History.
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Contact

AQA

Mrs McDermott – Head of Science

Course Overview
Physicists explore the fundamental nature of almost everything we
know. They probe the furthest reaches of the earth to study the
smallest pieces of matter. Join then to enter a world deep beneath the
surface of normal human experience. As part of this course you will
study topics such as:
 Particle physics
 Mechanics
 Electricity
 Thermal physics
 Fields
 Astrophysics
You will also complete a number of required practical experiments.

How will I be assessed?
 Paper 1 (particles, waves, mechanics, electricity, thermal physics) – End of course exam - 34%
of A-level
 Paper 2 (further mechanics and thermal physics, fields, nuclear physics ) - End of course exam
34% of A-level
 Paper 3 (option - astrophysics) –End of course exam - 32% of A-level

What skills do I need to be successful on this course?
If you have an inquisitive mind and want to understand how the world works, the study of
Physics will provide many of the answers. You will need strong mathematical skills and the desire
to improve the accuracy and precision of your practical work.

What are career opportunities in the future?
A-level Physics is a traditional A-level subject and is identified as a key facilitating subject. Physics
is a solid choice for students considering a career in physics, astrophysics, medicine, computing,
mathematics and all types of engineering. It can also lead to careers in the financial services,
architecture or in patent law.

Entry Requirements
You need at least two grades 6 in GCSE Sciences (including Physics if you took triple Science.) You
will also need a 6 in Maths (a 7 is recommended) and at least a 5 in English. It is advised that you
consider studying Physics in conjunction with Maths A-level.
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A level Design Technology:
Product Design

Contact

AQA

Mr S Clark – Head of Faculty

Course Overview
Design and technology is an inspiring, rigorous and practical subject.
This specification encourages students to use creativity
and imagination when applying an iterative design processes to
develop and modify designs and to design and make prototypes that
solve real world problems, considering their own and others’ needs,
wants, aspirations and values.
Imaginative practical work is at the heart of a subject in which you will
develop intellectual curiosity about the design and manufacture of
products. You will explore design, create and evaluate innovative
solutions in response to realistic design contexts.
You will also develop knowledge and understanding of the core
technical, designing and making principals for product design.

How will I be assessed?
Unit 1: Exam Paper worth 25% - mixture of short answer, multiple choice and extended writing
Unit 2: Exam Paper worth 25% - Section A: Product analysis and Section B – Commercial Manufacture
Unit 3: Non-exam assessment 50% - consists of a single design and make activity.
NB: Maths and Science contribute 15% towards the exam marks.

What skills do I need to be successful on this course?
Students will need to take every opportunity to integrate and apply their understanding and
knowledge from other subject areas studied during key stage 4, with a particular focus on science
and mathematics, and those subjects they are studying alongside GCE design and technology.

What are career opportunities in the future?
Product design can set you up for a career in a wide variety of industries such as fashion,
engineering, architecture, information technology, careers in hospitality, and even education.
Popular careers for people with Product design qualifications include: product designer, architect,
software engineer, graphic designer, civil engineer, and CAD engineer.

Entry Requirements
A grade 6 or higher in Product Design or Engineering at GCSE. A strong Literacy skill set will also be
required as evidenced by the GCSE English grade achieved.
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BTEC Applied Psychology

Contact

Pearson

Mrs Leach – Teacher of Psychology

Course Overview
You will develop knowledge and understanding of key approaches and
theories in psychology and apply these to issues relevant to
contemporary society, for example lifestyle choices and unhealthy
behaviours such as addiction.
You will learn about the types and characteristics of mental disorders,
approaches to treatment, and the role of professionals in supporting
and promoting mental health. In addition to exploring the scientific
process in psychological research methodology through conducting
your own psychological research project.
If you choose to study Applied Psychology you will study three
mandatory units, covering the following content areas:
 Applications of Psychological Approaches
 Conducting Psychological Research
 Health Psychology
 and one optional unit (to be confirmed)

How will I be assessed?
Year 1:
• Psychological Approaches (external examination) 25%
• Psychological Research (internal research coursework) 25%
Year 2:
• Health Psychology (external examination) 33%
• Unit 4 (internal coursework task) 17%

What skills do I need to be successful on this course?
If you have a passion for science, health and people then this is the course for you! Lesson
activities will be varied and will include the use of case studies, independent research, structured
tasks, presentations and group work.

What are career opportunities in the future?
The qualification carries UCAS points and is recognised by higher education providers as
contributing to admission requirements to many relevant applied psychology courses. When
combined with other relevant qualifications, you could progress onto degree courses such as
Occupational Health, Child Psychology, Sport Psychology

Entry Requirements
Students should ideally have passes at 4 for English, Maths and Science.
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Contact

A level Psychology

AQA

Mrs Leach – Teacher of Psychology

Course Overview
Psychology is a new and exciting subject for many of those who take it
up in the Sixth Form. It is a collaboration of scientific methodology and
theory in the study of five core components: Social, Cognitive,
Physiological, Developmental and Individual Differences. We use these
key approaches to study causes of behaviour based on historic and
contemporary research from Psychologists.


Unit 1: Social Influence, Memory, Attachment, Psychopathology
(Abnormality)
 Unit 2: Approaches in Psychology, Biopsychology, Research
methods
 Unit 3: Issues and debates in Psychology and one choice from each
of option 1, 2, and 3:
 Option 1: Relationships OR Gender OR Cognition
 Option 2: Schizophrenia OR Eating behaviour OR Stress
 Option 3: Aggression OR Forensic Psychology OR Addiction

How will I be assessed?
Each unit is assessed by a 2-hour exam. Exams are a mixture of short and long answer questions.
The course takes two years and exams are taken at the end of the course in the May/June exam
series.

What skills do I need to be successful on this course?
This course will appeal to students who:
 Would like to know more about recent developments in how the brain works and how
that influences our behaviour
 Are studying related courses, such as Biology, Sociology and Sports studies or would like
to take a Science subject to balance Humanities or Arts disciplines
 Are interested in Psychology.

What are career opportunities in the future?
Throughout the course of study candidates are encouraged to develop an awareness of the role
of Psychology in society and its application to many situations and careers. Many students go
onto Undergraduate Degrees in Psychology, Criminology, Law, Sports Science and medicine to
name few. Careers in Research, Police, Legal System, Counselling, Mental Health Nursing, Sports
Science/ Physiotherapy/ Coaching —have all been popular destinations with previous students.

Entry Requirements
Students should ideally have passes at 6 for English, Maths or Science, with 5 or better in the other
two subjects.
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Contact

A level Sociology

AQA

Miss Presland – Head of Sociology

Course Overview
Sociology is an exciting A Level subject in which students gain a wider
understanding of individuals and society. The course encourages critical
thought about social processes and changes that have occurred as a
result of crime, law making, changing social attitudes, the decline in
formal religion and through the influence of individuals, social protest
and social movements. If you like learning about the big social issues
and discussion this is the course for you!
The course covers the following units:




Unit 1 - Education with Methods in Context
Unit 2 - Topics in Sociology – Families and Households; The Media
Unit 3 - Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods.

How will I be assessed?




Unit 1 - Education with Methods in Context (2 hours written examination)
Unit 2 – Topics in Sociology – Families and Households; The Media (2 hours written
examination)
Unit 3 - Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods (2 hours written examination).

What skills do I need to be successful on this course?
 Ability to research and evaluating complex information
 Ability to make reasoned arguments orally and in written work
 Ability to work collaboratively with others
 Ability to handle statistical and other quantitative data
 Ability to understand, scrutinise and re-assess common perceptions of the social world.
What are career opportunities in the future?
Studying Sociology develops your understanding of how society is organised and how we
experience life. The skills and knowledge you develop throughout your course will often focus on
the human activities and relationships that connect individuals, groups and institutions and are
relevant to a wide variety of careers. You will have developed ideas relating to a range of human
and societal issues including the economy, work, gender, race, social inequalities, social norms,
deviance, the social environment, organisations, religion, class, relationships and health.
Entry Requirements
Students should have grade 6 in English GCSE.
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Contact

AQA

Mrs Davies – Head of Spanish

Course Overview
• This course will be inspiring to students who have an
appreciation of the language, literature, film and
culture of the Spanish speaking world.
• The A Level Spanish course covers a broad range of
topics.
The 4 main themes studied are:
 Aspects of Hispanic society.
 Artistic culture in the Hispanic world.
 Multiculturalism in Hispanic society
 Aspects of political life in Hispanic society
• As well as these themes, we will study in depth one film
and one novel.

How will I be assessed?
The final examinations test you in the four skills of speaking, listening, writing and reading.
 Paper 1: Listening, reading and translation (50% of qualification)
 Paper 2: Written response to works (literature and film) and translation (20% of qualification)
 Paper 3: Speaking – based on a researched topic (30% of qualification).

What skills do I need to be successful on this course?
 Have an interest in and enjoy Spanish
 Enjoy grammar and the structure of language
 Enjoy seeing the world through the lens of another culture
 Looking for a subject that goes well with English, Science, Business.
What are career opportunities in the future?




Spanish can be a career on its own as a main subject at university, or it can be studied in combination
with sciences, English, business or other languages, which can be studied ab initium at uni.
Spanish can lead to careers in the areas of interpreting and translating, teaching, cultural experience
management, tourism, business and science in collaboration with Spanish speaking companies

Entry Requirements
This is an advanced level course in German, so you will be expected to have a GCSE at grade 6 or above.
You will be interested in different cultures and keen to use a different language to understand and to
communicate your own ideas and opinions to others on different topics and issues.
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Sport and Physical Activity
CTEC

Contact

OCR

Mr Lucy – Head of PE and Sport

Course Overview
This is a practical, work-related course. You will learn by completing
projects and assignments that are based on realistic workplace
situations, activities and demands as well as written examinations and
tasks, it is equivalent to 1 A level.
The course is multi-disciplinary, encouraging the development of a
range of skills and emphasising independent learning. It combines
theory with practical work, and is taught and assessed through
activities closely related to the sports industry. Learners will complete
the following units:
 Body systems and the effects of physical activity (externally
assessed exam)
 Sports coaching and activity leadership
 Sports organisation and development (externally assessed
exam)
 Sports injuries and rehabilitation
 Practical skills in sport and physical activities

How will I be assessed?
The course involves continuous assessment in the form of coursework, externally assessed
controlled assessments and externally assessed exams. Deadlines are strict and must be adhered
to.
What skills do I need to be successful on this course?
This course would suit any student who has a keen interest in sport and would like to work in the
Sports industry. There needs to be a commitment to work independently and to complete
written work in detail.
What are career opportunities in the future?
Sport Studies can lead to an employment in the Sports and Fitness industry, coaching, officiating,
teaching and leading as well as further study at university.
Entry Requirements
Students should have BTEC Level 2 Sport grade MERIT in the Unit 1 exam or above or full GCSE PE
grade 6 or above. The preferred requirements for entry on to the course would be BTEC Sport
grade DISTINCTION or above or a full GCSE PE grade B or above.
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Sport and Physical Activity
CTEC

Contact

OCR

Mr Lucy – Head of PE and Sport

Course Overview
The Double BTEC in Sport is a practical, work related course, it is equivalent
to 2 A levels. You will learn by completing projects and assignments that are
based on realistic workplace situations, activities and demands as well as
written examinations and tasks.

In addition to the four units studied in the Single option you will
complete the units listed below;
 Working safely in sport, exercise, health and leisure
 Performance analysis in sport and exercise
 Organisation of sports events
 Physical activity for specific groups
 Health and fitness testing for sport and exercise
 Sport and exercise psychology.

How will I be assessed?
The course involves continuous assessment in the form of coursework, externally assessed
controlled assessments and externally assessed exams. Deadlines are strict and must be adhered
to.
What skills do I need to be successful on this course?
This course would suit any student who has a keen interest in sport and would like to work in the
Sports industry. There needs to be a commitment to work independently and to complete
written work in detail. You will be expected to spend five hours per week on your sports work in
addition to participating in sports events and teams and support in terms of coaching younger
pupils.

What are career opportunities in the future?
Sport Studies can lead to an employment in the Sports and Fitness industry, coaching, officiating,
teaching and leading as well as further study at university.
Entry Requirements
Students should have BTEC Level 2 Sport grade MERIT in the Unit 1 exam or above or full GCSE PE
grade 6 or above. The preferred requirements for entry on to the course would be BTEC Sport
grade DISTINCTION or above or a full GCSE PE grade B or above.
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BTEC Uniformed Protective
Services

Contact

Edexcel

Mr Winter – Assistant Headteacher KS5

Course Overview
BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate 360 GLH - Equivalent in size to one A Level.
Four units, two of which are mandatory and one is external.

How will I be assessed?
There are three main forms of assessment that you need to be aware of: external, internal and synoptic.
 Externally-assessed units- Taken under specified conditions, then marked by Pearson.
 Internally-assessed units - Complete assignments that provide the final assessment of each unit.
 Synoptic assessment - Synoptic assessment allows you to demonstrate that you can identify a
selection of skills, techniques, concepts from across the whole sector as relevant to a key task.

What skills do I need to be successful on this course?
Have an interest in and enjoy teamwork, leadership and being physically active outdoors. You
Want to find out more about things related to the Public Services and enjoy solving problems. You will also
benefit from having good levels of communication, corking with others/ group, management, empathy,
confidence, leadership and IT skills

What are career opportunities in the future?
After completion of this course you may continue with your education and study for a degree in many
subjects such as: Criminology, Police Studies, Outdoor Leadership, Sport Science, Forensic Science,
Sociology, Public Services. You may choose to pursue career opportunities in: Armed Services, Police, Fire
Service, Ambulance Service, Private Security, Prison Service, Coastguard, Customs and Excise, Local
Government Administration as this qualification is valued by employer.

Entry Requirements
Students should have a GCSE Best 8 score of 4.0+ this can Include BTEC grades which should be at least a
Merit. The preferred requirements for entry on to the course would be BTEC grade DISTINCTION or above
or a full GCSE PE grade B or above.
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