
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          13th August 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers and Students, 
 
I hope this letter finds you well. 
 
Please see below a joint message that I have prepared on behalf of all Stevenage Secondary 
Schools.  
 
This has been a challenging year for all Stevenage students, particularly those in Years 11 and 13.   
Due to the current pandemic and subsequent lockdown, these students were not able to sit their final 
examinations, which was hugely disappointing for students as individuals and for the whole school 
community. We would like to take this opportunity to thank students for their hard work leading up to 
this point, and for their resilience during this difficult time. 
 
To replace examinations, schools were asked to make their best assessment of what grade each 
student would be most likely to receive and to place candidates in rank order within each grade. The 
purpose of this ranking was to allow adjustments to be made by exam boards to ensure the distribution 
of grades at a national level was similar to previous years. 
 
Teachers know their students very well and centres were able to draw on a wide range of evidence in 
order to assess students with a high degree of accuracy, before submitting a Centre Assessed Grade 
to the examination boards.  The grades schools submitted were agreed by the centre (school), following 
a robust process and internal quality assurance and moderation.  This means that Centre Assessed 
Grades were not the sole responsibility of any individual teacher.   
 
Marriotts School staff worked incredibly hard on the process for agreeing Centre Assessed Grades in 
order to ensure that the grades submitted to Examination Boards were a true reflection of students’ 
ability.   
 
Using the submitted grades and rankings, exam boards applied a standardisation model, with guidance 
from Ofqual (the exams regulator).  The model employed by Ofqual and the awarding organisations is 
statistical and has not in all cases reflected the grades submitted by the school. Ofqual felt this was the 
fairest possible approach available under extreme circumstances.  This is a process that has never 
been attempted before.  
 
All Stevenage Schools worked together closely during the process for submitting Centre Assessed 
Grades, to ensure a consistent, accurate and fair approach, and we have prepared a joint statement 
together outlining our concerns about the awarding process.   
 
Like other students, staff and families across the country, Stevenage Schools and their communities 
are disappointed that for some students the standardisation process applied has meant that there is a 
discrepancy, sometimes significant, between Centre Assessed Grades submitted by schools and the 
final grades awarded to students by Examination Boards. As such, Stevenage headteachers are 
concerned that the grades awarded to some students do not reflect their true ability.   
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Secretary for Education issued a statement on 12th August 2020 amending their approach, 
announcing a ‘Triple Lock’ process for students, to provide added security as they receive their 
examination grades.  He stated that this system will help provide reassurance to students. Under this 
system students can accept their Calculated Grade (issued by the examination boards today - in your 
envelope), appeal to receive a ‘valid’ mock result (where this is higher than the grade awarded by the 
exam board), or sit exams in an additional Autumn exam window.  Schools are awaiting Ofqual’s 
guidance as to what constitutes a ‘valid’ mock result and how the appeals process will work in its 
fullness, and this will be shared with you as soon as we are made aware.   
 
Staff at Marriotts and those in all Stevenage schools will continue to work diligently to ensure students 
receive the grades they deserve, (including supporting students through the appeal process), so that 
they can progress on successfully to the next stage of their lives.    
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Ms B. Honnor 
Headteacher 
Marriotts School  
 

 


