
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
         5th November 2020 
 
Update from the Headteacher following new National restrictions  
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Students,  
 
I hope that you are all safe and well.  It has been lovely to welcome students back to school 
after half term.   
 
As you are aware, all schools including Marriotts remain open despite the new national 
lockdown. 
 
Yesterday evening we received the new Government guidance for education and childcare 
settings in light of the new national restrictions.  You can read the full guidance document 
on our website by following the link below. 
 
https://www.marriotts.herts.sch.uk/1000/covid-19 
 
This is a challenging time for all of us and I would like to thank you all for your ongoing 
understanding and support.    
 
Next week myself and the senior team will be updating the school’s risk assessment, to 
reflect the changes in the new guidance.  Please find below a summary of the key changes 
with some comments. 
 
Summary of Key Changes 
 

Face coverings, rotas and tiers  

 Face coverings will be mandatory in communal areas of secondary schools 

and colleges. They will still not be recommended in classrooms.  At Marriotts, 

as you are aware, we have been directing students and staff to wear masks in 

the communal areas for a number of weeks. However, it is now even more 
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important that all students take responsibility for this, that they bring their 

own masks and that they are vigilant about wearing these, as this is now a 

national requirement, unless students or staff are exempt.  Any students who 

are exempt have been given a sticker to wear on their lanyard.  Although masks 

are not recommended in classrooms, we are happy for staff and students to 

decide for themselves whether or not they would like to wear a  mask in 

classrooms. 

 This is not mentioned in the guidance itself, but the DfE have made clear that 

the Contain Framework (i.e. the four education tiers) will not be in operation 

over the next four weeks.  For secondary schools this means that at present 

there is no intention from the Government to move to a rota system.  It is 

important to recognize, however, that in schools across the country staffing 

issues may make it difficult for an individual school to remain fully open at all 

times, and that some compromises may need to be made.  At Marriotts we 

will always keep you informed and updated in this situation. 

Curricular and extra-curricular activities  

 After-school clubs can only continue if their primary purpose is childcare. So 

wraparound care in a primary school would be fine, but a Year 8 after-school 

football club would not.  At Marriotts homework and breakfast clubs will 

continue but we will not be starting up other clubs during this period of 

lockdown. 

 The Government state that the current series of exam resits should continue. 

 For 16 to 19 study programmes, providers should continue to seek to deliver 

the majority of education on site unless they have had written public health 

advice to move some groups to remote teaching.  

 Settings should restrict all visits to the setting to those that are absolutely 
necessary, this means suspending parent carer visits for new admissions.  At  



 

 

 
 
Marriotts we will continue to hold essential SEND or exclusion meetings on site 
if required although many meetings can be conducted remotely.  

 
Important Sections from the Guidance  
 

Schools 

Schools continue to remain open for all children and young people as they have since the 
start of the autumn term for the duration of the national restrictions. 

Being at school is vital for children’s education and for their wellbeing. Time spent out of 
school is detrimental for children’s cognitive and academic development, particularly for 
disadvantaged children. This impact can affect both current levels of education, and 
children’s future ability to learn. It continues to be our aim that all pupils, in all year groups, 
remain in school full-time. 

The risk to children themselves of becoming severely ill from coronavirus (COVID-19) is very 
low and there are negative health impacts of being out of school. For the vast majority of 
children, the benefits of being back in the classroom far outweigh the low risk from 
coronavirus (COVID-19) and schools can take action to reduce risks still further. 

We published actions for schools during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak guidance to 
support schools to welcome back all children from the start of the autumn term. 

Schools should continue to undertake risk assessments and implement the system of 
controls set out in this guidance. These measures provide a framework for school leaders to 
put in place proportionate protective measures for pupils and staff. If schools follow the 
guidance and maximise control measures, they can be confident they are managing risk 
effectively. 

We would expect schools to ensure any changes required in light of national restrictions are 
in place as soon as practically possible, and by Monday 9 November at the latest. 

Clinically extremely vulnerable children  

More evidence has emerged that shows there is a very low risk of children becoming very 
unwell from coronavirus (COVID-19), even for children with existing health conditions. Most 
children originally identified as clinically extremely vulnerable no longer need to follow 
original shielding advice. Parents should be advised to speak to their child’s GP or specialist  
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clinician if they have not already done so, to understand whether their child should still be 
classed as clinically extremely vulnerable. 

Those children whose doctors have confirmed they are still clinically extremely vulnerable 
are advised not to attend education whilst the national restrictions are in place. Schools will 
need to make appropriate arrangements to enable them to continue their education at 
home. 

Children who live with someone who is clinically extremely vulnerable, but who are not 
clinically extremely vulnerable themselves, should still attend education. 

Parents of clinically extremely vulnerable children will be receiving a letter shortly 
confirming this advice.  If this applies to your child please email Ms Honnor directly 
b.honnor@marriotts.herts.sch.  

School meals  

Although we are entering a new period of national lockdown we are fortunate to be able to 
keep school open. This means that students will mostly be in school, and where eligible, will 
still receive a free school meal.   
 
There will still be instances of students who will be isolating due to testing positive or being 
in close contact with someone who has. We are happy to be able to provide a daily packed 
lunch available from the main reception at Marriotts School to be collected by someone 
who is not subject to further isolation measure (for example if you have tested positive for 
Covid-19) this excludes the student themselves who have been asked to isolate. This is 
allowable under the new national restrictions from 5 November guidance under travel to 
buy essential goods, but journeys must be directly from home to school and back again and 
not to meet persons outside of home bubbles. To ease the burden we are able to provide 
two days meals at a time available from 10am to 1pm.   
 
We are unable to offer vouchers for this period as the Government scheme has not been 
restarted,  but, unlike the last lockdown, periods of isolation will be short and we have the 
benefit of an operational kitchen to provide a meal. When students are asked to isolate we 
will send a survey to gather meal requirements, if you do not receive this please e-mail 
m.allam@marriotts.herts.sch.uk. 
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Reporting positive cases  

If you have, any Covid related queries or would like to report a positive case in your 
household, please email b.honnor@marriotts.herts.sch.uk and 
r.higham@marriotts.herts.sch.uk 

Finally, a reminder to all parents that it is essential that you do not send your child into 
school if they have any symptoms of Covid-19, if they have been asked to self-isolate or if 
they are unwell.  
 
Thank you for your ongoing support and I hope that this letter clarifies the Government’s 
position and plans for schools during these further restrictions. 
           
 

Yours sincerely 

 
 
Ms B. Honnor 
Headteacher 
Marriotts School  
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