
 

 

  

                   31st December 2020  

  
Dear Parents, Carers, Students and Families,  
  
I hope that you are all well and have managed to enjoy a Happy Christmas.  I would like to take this 
opportunity to wish you all a Happy New Year for tomorrow. 
  
As you will be aware, yesterday Gavin Williamson made an important announcement about the start 
of term for education.  You can read the full announcement at the end of this message.   
  
Key points to note are as follows (directly lifted from the Guidance): 

 The previously announced staggered start has been revised to “allow more time so that 
every school and college is able to fully roll out mass testing of all pupils and students”. 

 In the week beginning 4th  January:  
o Only vulnerable children and children of key workers should be on site. 
o Remote education should be provided for exam year groups and “to all other years 

as resources permit”. 
o Any scheduled vocational exams should go ahead as planned. 
o Schools and colleges “will prepare to test as many staff and students as possible”. 

 In the week beginning 11th January:  
o Vulnerable children, children of key workers and students in exam years should be 

on site. 
o Remote education should be provided for all other students.   
o Any scheduled vocational exams should go ahead as planned. 
o Testing “will begin in earnest”, prioritising staff, students on site and exam cohorts. 

 In the week beginning 18 January:  
o All students should be on site. 
o Any scheduled vocational exams should go ahead as planned. 

·Primary schools in most areas will remain fully open as will special schools and alternative 
provision.  
From 4th January onwards school have been asked to plan how they will deliver mass testing, with a 
view to all students being tested prior to their return to school on 18th January, (subject to parental 
consent).   
  
I will write in detail to all Parents, Carers and Students on Monday outlining our plans for remote 
learning and the two  weeks ahead.  I will write early next week outlining our plans for mass testing. 
  
This announcement was only received yesterday and I expect to receive further communication from 
Unions, Hertfordshire County Council and Government, which I will need to refer to in order to plan 
for mass testing. 
  
Please note the following important information for you and your child: 
  
Monday 4th January remains an inset day.  Senior staff will be in school planning for remote 
learning and testing, whilst teaching staff prepare remote learning.   No students will be on site.  



 

 

  

  
On Tuesday 5th January, as previously planned and shared in our letter at the end of term, staff will 
start the school day at 8.15am, but students will not start until 11am. No students except for those 
who are children of key workers or vulnerable students will be educated on site (see 
below).   All other students should remain at home and access remote learning.  
  
There will be a remote assembly for all students after 11am on Tuesday, which they will access from 
home.   Further details of what remote learning will be set for each year group will be shared 
with parents on Monday.   
  
Free School Meals  
  
If your child is eligible for free schools meals, packed lunches will be available from Tuesday for 
collection  Details about this will be shared on Monday.   
  
Examinations 
  
Formal external examinations (Year 12 BTECS) will go ahead in the week beginning 11th January 
and details will be shared with students early next week. 
  
A letter regarding mock examinations will be sent to parents of students in Years 11 and 13 on 
Monday. 
  
Parents Evening 
  
 The remote Year 11 Parents’ evening will go ahead as planned on Thursday 7th January. 
  
Mini School 
  
Mini school provision will be place from Tuesday 5th January from 11am for children who are 
vulnerable and children of key workers.   
  
If you have not already completed the survey but would like to access mini school, please complete 
the link below.  Please do not complete this again if you have already done so.  We will be in 
touch with those families who wish to access mini school provision on Monday.   
  
Those students eligible for Mini School who wish to attend the site will be educated in bubbles on 
computer hubs and will dial into the same live lessons or Oak Academy activities as their remote 
learning counterparts. The learning that students on site access in mini school, will be exactly the 
same as that accessed remotely by students learning from home.  We recommend that wherever 
possible students work from home.  
  
If you have not already done so, please complete the two surveys below by following the links in 
order to inform us  
  



 

 

  

1. If your child has access to the internet and a suitable device – most students will access live 
learning through their phones. 
  
2. Whether your child is vulnerable and would like to access on site provision.  
  
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/MiniSchool_Key_Worker  
  
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/remote_learning_access  
  
  
Thank you for your understanding and apologies for this late change of plan in response to 
yesterday’s announcement.  Full details about remote learning and testing including risk assessment, 
consent and plans to ensure students’ safety will be shared early next week. 
  

Yours sincerely  

  
  

Ms B. Honnor  

Headteacher Marriotts School   
  
  
Secretary of State for Education, Gavin Williamson, announcement on January return to 
education 
The Secretary of State for Education, Gavin Williamson, has today announced plans to protect 
education and fight the virus.  
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