
Year 12 and 13 – A Level Film 

FILM STUDIES – CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 2020/21 

TOPIC TITLE TOPIC OVERVIEW KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS ASSESSMENT WIDER LINKS 
YEAR 13 
 
Module 1 
Documentary Film 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Film Movements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this first unit students will: 

 Explore and understand the codes and 
conventions of documentary film 

 Understand the role and significance of 
emerging technology on documentary film 

 Explore the filmmakers’ genre and consider the 
filmmakers theories in relation to the film 

 Consider the division between fact and fiction 
ambiguous and exploit digital technology 

 
Key Film Texts: 

 Amy (Kapadia,2005) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In this first unit students will: 

 Explore the alternatives to mainstream film and 
consider the challenges they make towards 
mainstream film 

 Understand and explore the concept of post-
modernism in relation to film (narrative, genre, 
intertextuality) 

 Explore the role of the auteur in relation to film 

 Understand narrative and the different forms 
of narrative 

 
Key Film Text: 

 Pulp Fiction (Tarantino, 1994) 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Knowledge: 

 Understand and use the 
appropriate codes and conventions 

 Explore the role of the 
documentary film industry 

 The key film makers’ theories and 
apply them to film 

 To know the appropriate and 
relevant film terminology 

Key Skills: 

 Be able to justify and explain their 
choices 

 Apply appropriate key film 
theories, concepts and terminology 

 Apply and evaluate the filmmakers’ 
theory 

 To be able to select key examples 
from a film text 

 
 
Key knowledge 

 Understand the appropriate codes and 
conventions of the film 

 Understand what is meant by narrative 
and how it is used/manipulated 

 Post-modernism – what is it? 
Key skills 

 To be able to select key examples from 
a film text 

 Explaining and justifying 
choices/decisions 

 Apply film theories and concepts to film 
texts 

 To be able to select key examples from 
a film text 

 

Fortnightly knowledge 
retention tests of the 
knowledge organiser. 
 
Students will complete one 
assessment per module: 
 
These assessments will be 
based on exam questions to 
not only identify their 
strengths and points for 
improvements, but also help 
prepare students for the final 
Film Studies exams in Year 
13. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The historical and social 
contexts of film 
 
Understanding the 
construction of film and 
the manipulation of the 
audience 
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Module 2: 
Mock Exam Revision 

In this second unit, students will: 

 Explore the representations by exploring 
stereotypes.  

 Understanding of the codes and conventions 
used within the key film texts 

 Understand the role of the film industry on 
audiences/readers 

 Consider the role of contexts when looking at 
film texts 

 Understand the key debates for the key film 
texts 

 Explore the ideologies presented in film texts 

 Be able to compare and contrast film texts 
 
 
Key Film Texts:   

 Pan’s Labyrinth (Del Toro, 2006) 

 City of God (Meirreiles, 2002) 

 La La Land (Chazelle, 2016) 

 Captain Fantastic (Ross, 2015) 

 Shaun of the Dead (Wright, 2004) 

 Secrets and Lies (Leigh, 1996) 

 Vertigo (Hitchcock, 1958) 

 Do the right thing (Lee, 1989) 

 Sunrise (Manau, 1927) 

 Amy (Kapadia, 2005) 

 Pulp Fiction (Tarantino, 1994) 

Key Knowledge: 

 Know the key core elements of the 
film 

 Understand the key terms 

 To understand the different types 
of film making 

 To understand the films’ different 
contexts 

 TO be able to apply and use key 
film theory and concepts 

 To know the codes and 
conventions of film genres 

 To know the relevant key debates 
and critical approaches 

 
Key Skills: 

 To use examples in their response 

 Apply the key theories and 
concepts to the film texts 

 To be able to argue and justify 
their points 

 Be able to select examples from 
the film texts 

 TO be able to compare and 
contrast tests 

 To use effective key film 
terminology 

 TO respond in essay form (for 
some questions) 

 To debate and argue in relation to 
key debates studied 

 

Fortnightly knowledge 
retention tests of the 
knowledge organiser. 
 
Students will complete two 
assessment per module: 
 
Task 1: Component 1 mock 
exam  
 
Task 2: Component 2 mock 
exam  
 

The historical and social 
contexts of film 
 
Understanding the 
construction of film and 
the manipulation of the 
audience 
Promote healthy debate 
based on reasoned points 
 
The ownership of film – 
who does the film belong 
to and why? 
 
BLM and the 
representations of the 
black community in film 
 
The different cultures of 
film and places 
 
To explore the impact of 
money/budget on film 
 
 

Module 3: 
Component 3 Non-
Exam Assessment 

In the third unit, students will: 
• Understand the skills needed for film or 

script production 
• Will develop their own film or script based 

on their learning over the past year (this 
will be marked internally) 

• Be able to respond to a brief that may 
feature either a narrative or character 
focus 

Key Knowledge: 

 Understand and use the 

appropriate codes and conventions 

to use in their production 

 Ensure that the ideologies and 

purpose are clear 

 Explore the role of intertextuality 

and hybridity (links to prior 

learning) 

Fortnightly knowledge 
retention tests of the 
knowledge organiser. 
 
Students will complete three 
assessment per module: 
 
Task 1: Final drafts of any 
production work 
 

 



Year 12 and 13 – A Level Film 
• Write an evaluation based on the study of 

3 short films 
• This is the final ‘in-school’ opportunity to 

improve and develop final drafts of 
coursework 

 To be able to conduct independent 

research, plan and schedule 

Key Skills: 

 Be able to justify and explain their 

choices 

 Apply appropriate key film 

theories, concepts and terminology 

 To be able to plan and schedule 

appropriately 

 To write evaluative based on 

research  

Task 2: Written evaluation 
report on short films 
 

Module 4 & 5: 
Final Exam Revision 

In this final units, students will: 

 Revise all the key film texts, concepts and 
debates needed for the exam 

 Explore the representations by exploring 
stereotypes.  

 Understanding of the codes and conventions 
used within the key film texts 

 Understand the role of the film industry on 
audiences/readers 

 Consider the role of contexts when looking at 
film texts 

 Understand the key debates for the key film 
texts 

 Explore the ideologies presented in film texts 

 Be able to compare and contrast film texts 

 Know the key debates for each film and how to 
argue and debate them 

 
 
Key Film Texts:   

 Pan’s Labyrinth (Del Toro, 2006) 

 City of God (Meirreiles, 2002) 

 La La Land (Chazelle, 2016) 

 Captain Fantastic (Ross, 2015) 

 Shaun of the Dead (Wright, 2004) 

 Secrets and Lies (Leigh, 1996) 

 Vertigo (Hitchcock, 1958) 

 Do the right thing (Lee, 1989) 

Key Knowledge: 

 Know the key core elements of the 
film 

 Understand the key terms 

 To understand the different types 
of film making 

 To understand the films’ different 
contexts 

 TO be able to apply and use key 
film theory and concepts 

 To know the codes and 
conventions of film genres 

 To know the key debates and 
critical perspectives 

 To know the relevant key debates 
and critical approaches 

 
Key Skills: 

 To use examples in their response 

 Apply the key theories and 
concepts to the film texts 

 To be able to argue and justify 
their points 

 Be able to select examples from 
the film texts 

 TO be able to compare and 
contrast tests 

Fortnightly knowledge 
retention tests of the 
knowledge organiser. 
 
Students will complete two 
assessment per module: 
 
Task 1: Component 1: 
Varieties of Film and Film 
Making (2 ½ hours)  
 
Task 2: Component 2: Global 
Film Making Perspectives (2 ½ 
hours)  
 

The historical and social 
contexts of film 
 
Understanding the 
construction of film and 
the manipulation of the 
audience 
Promote healthy debate 
based on reasoned points 
 
The ownership of film – 
who does the film belong 
to and why? 
 
BLM and the 
representations of the 
black community in film 
 
The different cultures of 
film and places 
 
To explore the impact of 
money/budget on film 
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 Sunrise (Manau, 1927) 

 Amy (Kapadia, 2005) 

 Pulp Fiction (Tarantino, 1994) 

 To use effective key film 
terminology 

 TO respond in essay form (for 
some questions) 

 To debate and argue in relation to 
key debates studied 

 

 


