
ENGLISH – CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 2020/21 

TOPIC TITLE TOPIC OVERVIEW KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS ASSESSMENT WIDER LINKS 
YEAR 9  
 
Term 1: 
United We Stand, 
Divided We Fall 

 
 
 

 

In this second unit students will: 
 Develop their understanding of how novellas 

are used as social and political commentary by 
the authors. 

 With a particular focus on George Orwell’s 
famous allegory of the Russian Revolution, 
Animal Farm, students will explore the social 
and historical context of both writer and reader 
and how it affects interpretation of the tale. 

 The novella will also act as a springboard to 
look more closely at the skills of rhetoric and 
many of the great speeches of our times will be 
explored alongside the novella: Martin Luther 
King, Winston Churchill; President Obama. 

 Both threads will come together with the 
exploration of power in the novella and the 
surrounding poetry texts that are studied 
(Jessie Pope) to explore the ‘big theme’ of 
power. 

Students will explore Key Questions: 
 What is rhetoric? 
 How are allegories used to create wider 

societal critiques? 
 How is language used a tool of manipulation 

and protest? 
 What does Orwell suggest about the nature of 

power? 
 How far we being manipulated in our own 

lives? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key knowledge 
 

 Aristotelian Triad 
 Persuasive devices 

(MAFOREST) 
 The difference between 

autobiographical, 
literary, social and 
historical context. 

 How language is used for 
manipulation 

 Russian Revolution 
 Power hierarchy 
 Leadership style 

 
 
Key skills 
 Analysis of language 
 Analysis of structure 
 Comparative analysis 
 Persuasive Writing 

Weekly knowledge retention tests will 
take place fortnightly testing retention 
of the knowledge organiser. 
 
Students will complete three 
assessments per term designed to assess 
their progress against the aims of the 
unit and the development of their core 
reading and writing skills.  
 
Task 1: A comparison of the speeches of 
Old Major and Martin Luther King 
 
Task 2: Squealer’s speech to the animals 
persuading them to build the windmill 
for the third time 
 
 

The exploration of power 
will set students up well 
for all of the GCSE texts 
(Macbeth, A Christmas 
Carol, Blood Brothers and 
Poetry) in which power 
and use and abuse of 
power are over riding 
themes. 
 
Cultural:  
Exploration of one of the 
great writers of the 30th 
century, George Orwell 
 
Exposure to some of the 
greatest speeches of the 
20th century. 
 
Learning about the 
Russian Revolution and 
the failure of communism 
 
Moral: 
Students will explore 
issues around power and 
its abuses, the role of 
democracy, and the 
danger of apathy in the 
political process. 
 
Social /Life skills: 
 
Students will develop their 
oratory skills using the 
models of great orators. 
 



YEAR 9 
 
Term 2.1:  Crime and 
Punishment 

In this second unit, students will: 
 Develop their understanding of the short story 

form 
 With a particular focus on the work of Sir 

Arthur Conan Doyle, develop their knowledge 
of detective fiction and its conventions 

 Explore the use of archetypes in narratives 
 Enhance their understanding of structural 

devices within narrative  
 Develop their own narrative writing skills 
 Experiment with the use of perspective in 

narrative writing 
Students will explore the key questions: 

 How did the 19th century change 
literature?          

 What strategies can we use to meet the 
challenges of 19th century literature?    

 Where does morality come from? 
 What is the role of conflict in literature? 

 

Key knowledge 
 The changes that the 

industrialisation and 
wider literacy brought to 
literature in the 29th 
century 

 Revision of Freytag’s 
Pyramid 

 Structural devices such 
as in media res, 
flashback and 
fragmentation 

 Character archetypes 
within the detective 
fiction genre 

 Knowledge of the term 
red herring 

 
Key skills 
 Analysis of how tension is 

built within short story 
 Narrative writing – structure 

, pace and description 

Weekly knowledge retention tests will 
take place fortnightly testing retention 
of the knowledge organiser. 
 
Students will complete two assessments 
this half  term designed to assess their 
progress against the aims of the unit and 
the development of their core reading 
and writing skills.  
 
Task 1: An analytical essay exploring 
how writers’ present viewpoint in a text. 
 
Task 2: Write a crime narrative, focusing 
on experiments with more sophisticated 
structure. 
 
 
 

The exploration of the 
short story form links back 
to the study of narrative in 
Years 7, 8 and 9 and also 
prepares students for their 
study of literary fiction in 
GCSE English Language. 
 
Creating their own 
narrative and 
experimenting with 
structure prepares them 
for the task of creative 
writing at GCSE/ 
 
 
 
Cultural:  
Students will be exposed 
to another great writer, 
this time from the 19th 
century, considered widely 
to be the father of the 
detective genre, Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle 
 
 
Social: 
Students will learn about 
the class system in 19th 
century England and the 
history of the formation of 
the police force in the UK 
 
Moral:  
Students will explore the 
ambiguities of crime and 
criminality through the 
exploration of the flawed 
hero, Sherlock Holmes, 
and the poetry of Duffy of 
Armitage. 
 



YEAR 9 
Term 2.2 and 3.1 
Something Wicked 
This Way Comes 

In this third unit students will begin their study of GCSE 
texts in earnest: 
 

 Develop their knowledge of tragedy as a 
dramatic form 

 Develop their knowledge of the great tragedies 
of William Shakespeare 

 Grow their understanding of stagecraft as a 
theatrical device 

 Enhance their understanding of the effect of 
historical, social and moral context on the 
writing and reading of a text 
 

Students will explore Key Questions: 
• How does the time in which we read affect our 

understanding of message? 
• How does the nature of a play alter the 

message and allow for interpretation? 
• How do writers use stagecraft to depict their 

plot, character and theme? 
• How are mythical and biblical allusions used to 

convey the writers’ meaning? 
• What overarching messages do you draw from 

the text? 
 

Key Knowledge: 
 The plot, character and 

themes of Macbeth 
 The historical relevance 

of the catholic/ 
protestant tensions of 
the 16th century 

 The issues surrounding 
James 1 accession to the 
throne 

 The relevance of the 
Gunpowder plot on our 
society 

Key skills: 
 Reading of a 

Shakespearean play 
 Analysis of plot, 

structure, character and 
theme 

 Selection of judicious 
quotation 

 Using context to deepen 
interpretation 

 Developing a personal 
literary critical voice 

 

Weekly knowledge retention tests will 
take place fortnightly testing retention 
of the knowledge organiser. 
 
Students will complete two assessments 
per term designed to assess their 
progress against the aims of the unit and 
the development of their core reading 
and writing skills.  
 
Task 1: 
Complete a multiple choice quiz on the 
plot, characters and themes of Macbeth. 
 
Task 2: 
How does Shakespeare present the Lady 
Macbeth as a powerful woman in this 
extract (Act 1, sc 7) and the play as a 
whole? 
 
Task 3: 
How does Shakespeare present Macbeth 
as a brave man in this extract (Act 5 
Macduff) and the play as a whole? 
 

This unit draws on all the 
units that have gone 
before, not only the prior 
reading of Romeo and 
Juliet and Much Ado about 
Nothing which will have 
familiarised students with 
the work of William 
Shakespeare, but also the 
exploration of power and 
control in ‘Of Mice and 
Men’ and ‘Animal Farm’; 
and the literary references 
that stem from many of 
the texts studied in the 
Gods and Mortals unit in 
Year 8. 
Cultural: 
Students will develop their 
experience of the works of 
William Shakespeare, the 
greatest playwright. 
Social: 
Opportunities to consider 
different forms of 
governing and to 
understand the tense and 
complicated history of 
Britain’s monarchical 
political structure will be 
explored. 
Moral: 
As one of the great 
tragedies in the 
Shakespearean canon, 
many moral questions will 
be considered: the nature 
of evil; the danger of 
ambition; the  
consequences of betrayal; 
the conflict between 
family and duty. 



YEAR 9 
 
Term 3.2: Penny for 
your Thoughts 
 
 

In this final unit, students will prepare for their first 
GCSE assessment in English Language by: 
 

 Revisiting and enhancing their knowledge of 
speech giving and persuasive writing 

 Exploring the different ways to create an 
engaging opening and connect with their 
audience 

 Develop their knowledge of structure and learn 
about pacing 

 Learn how to anticipate and prepare for 
potential questioning 

 Learn how to prepare and rehearse for a 
presentation 

 
Students will explore Key Questions: 
 

• What makes an effective written argument? 
• What makes a successful delivery of a spoken 

argument? 
• What makes a challenging question? 
• How can I prepare for unknown questions on a 

known topic? 

Key knowledge 
 The art of rhetoric 
 Persuasive devices 
 Body language skills for 

persuasion 
 
Key skills 

 
 Research skills 
 Persuasive Writing 
 Articulation and delivery of a 

speech 

Weekly knowledge retention tests will 
take place fortnightly testing retention 
of the knowledge organiser. 
 
Students will complete two assessments 
this half term designed to assess their 
progress against the aims of the unit and 
the development of their core reading 
and writing skills.  
 
Task 1: Create a persuasive speech on a 
topic of your choice  
 
Task 2:  Give a presentation on a topic of 
your choice for your GCSE Non 
Examined Assessment. 
  

This unit links back to the 
opinion and persuasive 
writing tasks explored 
throughout KS3, in 
particular the study of 
rhetoric at the start of 
Year 9. 
 
Life skills: 
Students will gain 
research, persuasion and 
presentation skills from 
the selection of a topic of 
their choice and creation 
and presentation of a talk 
on the topic. 
. 

 


