
ENGLISH – CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 2020/21 

TOPIC TITLE TOPIC OVERVIEW KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS ASSESSMENT WIDER LINKS 
YEAR 7  
 
Term 1: 
Dangerous 
Choices 
 

 
 
 

 

In this first unit students will: 

 Study one of a choice of novels, all of which centre 
around the characters being confronted with 
‘dangerous choices’.  

 Explore aspects of setting, characterisation and 
theme. However, particular emphasis will be given 
to narrative structure and the function and 
manipulation of narrative perspective. 

  Examine the manipulation of elements of 
structure and perspective in a range of other texts, 
including the short story ‘The Man with the Yellow 
Face’ and a series of animated shorts.  

 Be guided through the process of planning, 
drafting, revising and publishing their own 
narrative.  

 Explore key questions: 
 What is a narrative?  
 What is the function of a narrator?   
 What do we mean by ‘structure’?  
 What do we mean by literary conflict? 

Key knowledge 

 Freytag’s Pyramid 

 Different types of narrative 
voice 

 Different types of literary 
conflict 

 7 Basic Plots 

 Flat and round characters 

 Conventions of writing to 
review 
 

Key skills 

 Core reading and writing 
skills 

 Strategies for planning 

 Descriptive writing skills 

 Narrative writing skills 

Weekly knowledge retention tests will 
take place fortnightly testing retention 
of the knowledge organiser. 
 
Students will complete three 
assessments per term designed to assess 
their progress against the aims of the 
unit and the development of their core 
reading and writing skills.  
 
Task 1: Write a description of a 
character based on a picture stimulus. 
 
Task 2: What is the crucial moment in 
your novel and how significant is this in 
the narrative? 
 
Task 3: Write your own narrative using 
Freytag’s Pyramid 

Life skills:  
In each of the texts, the 
characters face moral 
dilemmas, the students 
will use hot seating and 
discussion to weigh up the 
best course of action.  
 
 
 
 

YEAR 7  
 
Term 2:  All’s Fair 
in Love and War 

In this second unit, students will: 

 Examine the conventions of a Shakespearean 
tragedy as part of their exploration of the 
language, structure and form of Shakespeare’s 
Romeo and Juliet.  

 Build upon their understanding of literary 
structure and the role of conflict in literature.   

 Explore the play as a dramatic whole and have 
opportunities to actively interpret the text in ways 
that are relevant to them- e.g. through role-play, 
freeze frames and director’s commentaries.  

 Analyse a range of modern and pre-20th century 
texts, which tackle ideas about crime and gang 
culture.  

 Explore key questions: 
 How do writers use stagecraft to depict their plot, 

character and theme?  
 What are the conventions of a Shakespearean 

tragedy? What does Shakespeare suggest about 
the nature of fate and free will? 

Key knowledge 

 The conventions of a 
Shakespearean tragedy 

 Elements of stage craft 

 Conventions of newspaper 
writing 

 Conventions of the sonnet 
form 

 
Key skills 

 Continue to develop core 
reading and writing skills 

 Acting in role 
 

Weekly knowledge retention tests will 
take place fortnightly testing retention 
of the knowledge organiser. 
 
Students will complete three 
assessments per term designed to assess 
their progress against the aims of the 
unit and the development of their core 
reading and writing skills.  
 
Task 1: Write a commentary about the 
director’s choice of costumes/Mask 
design and commentary of choices 
 
Task 2: Newspaper article linked to the 
fight scene 
 
Task 3: Analysis of the relationship 
between Capulet and Juliet as presented 
in Act 3, Scene 5 

History: Theatre in 
Shakespeare’s England. 
Marriage and relationships 
in Elizabethan England.   



TOPIC TITLE TOPIC OVERVIEW KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS ASSESSMENT WIDER LINKS 
YEAR 7  
 
Term 3: 
 
We Don’t Need 
No Education 
 

In this second unit, students will: 
• Develop their understanding of texts of how texts 
are used as a vehicle for conveying writers’ ideas and 
perspectives by exploring a range of fiction and non-fiction 
texts that scrutinise issues of social inequality.  

 Analyse how the writer’s use of stagecraft, including 
stage directions, setting and the use of accent and 
dialect in dialogue in Our Day Out.  

 Throughout their exploration of Our Day Out, students 
will consider the symbolic function of the characters 
and analyse how Russell uses the characters to 
exemplify conflicting viewpoints and perspectives on 
the extent to which our social class determines our 
future.  

 As the unit develops, the students will examine the 
structure and language devices used in a range of 
fiction and non-fiction texts, all of which explore the 
issue of child poverty and child labour. By exploring 
these texts, students will examine the different 
purposes of texts. Subsequent lessons will model how 
to structure and develop discursive and persuasive 
writing and students will use their writing to voice their 
own opinions on the issues surrounding child labour.  

 

Key knowledge 

 Develop understanding of 
elements of stage craft 

 Conventions of a formal 
letter 

 Conventions of discursive 
writing 

 Conventions of a 
parliamentary debate.  

 
Key skills 

 Continue to develop core 
reading and writing skills 

 Letter writing skills 

 Structuring a discursive 
literature response.  

 Discursive writing skills 

 Debate skills 
 
 
 

Weekly knowledge retention tests will 
take place fortnightly testing retention 
of the knowledge organiser. 
 
Students will complete three 
assessments per term designed to assess 
their progress against the aims of the 
unit and the development of their core 
reading and writing skills.  
 
Task 1: Formal letter to complain about 
the children in role as the zookeeper.  
 
Task 2: Explore how Russell presents 
Mrs Kay in Our Day Out. To what extent 
would you agree with the view that 
Russell presents her as a fantastic 
teacher.  
 
Task 3: Present your case for a 
Parliamentary debate on the value of 
child labour.  

Life skills:  
Exploration of the role of 
education.  
Exploration of the ethical 
issues surrounding child 
labour.  
 
 
Thinking skills: Critical 
examination of issues 
from different 
perspectives.  
 

 


