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Expectations 

Medical appointments  
 
If your child has an urgent medical appointment 

that can not be taken out of school hours he/she 
will still be required to be in school both before 
and after the appointment where possible.  If 
your child is not in before/after their appointment 
this will be classed as an unauthorised absence. 
 
You must provided an appointment card/letter 
for your child’s absence to be classed as medical 
otherwise your child will be marked in as late or 
as an unauthorised absence.  
 
 

Detentions 
 
If you are late to school 8.30am you will be 
marked with a “L” mark and will serve a 30 
minute detention at the end of the day.  
 
Failure to attend this detention you will given one 
opportunity to complete the following day. 
Failure to do so you will be issued a 1 hour. 
 
 

Monitoring 
 
The Attendance team and the Heads of year 
monitor weekly the pattern of late students . 
 
If your child has been flagged for missing 
detentions for lateness or is seen to have a 
regular pattern you may be called in for a meeting 
and detentions to t he students will be issued. Attend Today –  

Achieve Tomorrow! 

Reasons  for lateness 

 

May we remind you that when phoning or messaging 

in for a student who is late for school we need an 

actual reason for the lateness.  

These are logged for monitoring and for deciding if a  

student receives a detention. A pattern of reason will 

be closely monitored by the head of year. 

Questions and Concerns 

If you have any questions or concerns        

regarding this pack or your childs         

attendance, please contact us using the   

following details. 

 

attendance-team@marriotts.herts.sch.uk 

 

Ms R Havis  

Attendance Officer 

r.havis@marriotts.herts.sch.uk 

 

Mrs N Pestell  

Attendance Admin Assistant 

n.pestell@marriotts.herts.sch.uk 
 

For general school information  

Please call 01438 726999 

or email 

admin@marriotts.herts.sch.uk  

Our full  attendance guide can be found on 
our website or please ask at Reception for a 

paper copy 



 

 

Can I be Fined for being late to 
school? 

The short answer is YES! 

Any unauthorised attendance can and will be used 

towards fixed penalty notices.  

Fixed Penalty notices from HCC can be issued once 15 

or more unauthorised sessions have been reached.  

This means if your child is late 15 times or more over 

2 terms then you will get a fine.  

 

Unauthorised lateness and unauthorised time off 

school will be added together.  

If you have concerns about your child’s lateness to 

school please speak to your child’s head of year. Or 

arrange a meeting. 

 

(Please see our website for more information on the 

fining process) 

 

Should I advise the school if I know 
my child is late 

Yes, please message us with a valid reason and evidence 

for example, if it is an urgent medical appointment  so 

that we can authorise the lateness or prevent a          

detention.  Your child's head of year needs to know the 

reason if a detention is to be removed. 

What is Persistent Absence 

A pupil is defined as a ”Persistent Absentee”                       

if they miss approximately 10% or more of all                 

possible school sessions, regardless of whether                

the absence is authorised or not. 

 

What does Good School Attendance 
look like? 

We take school absence very seriously.                             

We identify students whose attendance drops below 95% 

and provide support and intervention to help improve 

this. It is Important for parents or carers to work             

together with the school when a student is near               

the 10% persistent absence threshold. 

 

 

Aims and Concerns 

Students should aim for 100% attendance. The            

Department for Education states GOOD attendance is 

95% or above. 

Students below 92% attendance are monitored and un-

der 85% classed as Persistent Absentees.  

80% attendance all through secondary school, is    equiv-

alent to missing a whole school year of           educa-

tion. 

Below 90% attendance gives students only a 27% 

chance of achieving their grades, whatever their    

ability. 

90% attendance sounds quite good BUT, 1 day off in 10 

over 5 years equals 95 days, which is 19 weeks and 

equates to half a school year! 
 

365 days in a year  

190 school days per year + 175 non school days per year 

This gives you 175 days to spend on family time,         

holidays, visits,  appointments, shopping,  household 

jobs etc. 

Lateness 

The school day starts at 8:20am. Any student who ar-

rives after 8:30am but before 9:30am will receive a late 

mark. Students who arrive to school after 9.30am will 

have an unauthorised attendance mark for the morning 

session,  unless medical evidence can be  provided.                                      

The school day ends at 3:00pm. 


